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GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS.' 

Whttk  PiAixs,  6  Novemlwi,  1776- 
SlR. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you.  that  on  yesterday 

morning  the  enemy  made  a  sudden  and  unexpected 

movement  from  the  several  posts  they  had  taken  in 

'  sparks  print*  no  Iclten  of  WwlimElon  bclwcen  October  Md  and  November 
Ach,  uhI  il  iriB  through  Colond  Hirntonlhai  h<  connmunkaiedwilhConfma. 
1^  mter^sl  w4«cro«ilcil  with  niov«mcn1sof  both  armies,  hantlys  tlay  packing 
vitbou:  Hxnc  tkumiiTi.  Oit  ihc  37th  (he  British  alUckcd  thv  poHlbii  oi  lh« 
Awritam  nn  CitattFrtOh**  Hill.oii't  Temalntrdin  po«p»if>a  of  I  he  MA,  Onihc 
t vo  Mlowiiiic  dafs  prrp&nciani  wtrc  made  by  the  mcmyfora^iTa  aIUckint>lhc 
AsMtlcaiii,  but  ivmtthtiig  occurred  to  prc^frni,  and  not  xxW  tlit  thinl  w«}  tKcr« 
An  MirT*  movcBivoi,  wh<n  tS?  American  xnlriet  noted  an  unusuAl  i;omm<>lion 
tat  tkc  EritbJi  caaip  thjit  mulletl  En  tl»  VuildoEj  iamfcIi  luwanU  KSn|»bbrid£«, 

Cevcral  Cncne,  who  wju  new  tlalionfld  at  Fort  Lc«  (fumcrl/  ctl1«d  Fi^tt 

CgMtimfconJ.  |*ain?  notice  on  the  3Hl  of  October,  tfiai  the  rncnijr  liad  lalccn  pnfc- 

^  taitei  of  Fon  Independence  on  the  tiorlh  nide  of  Krii^hnJ|£«,  havLntr  made 

[ikvAppecnuiccui  Aaiqauicr  Ibo  djiyv  bcfnrc  ;  thai  he  had  previously  earned 

[vtUf  tU»f  valiubteio  be  removed,  and  Ibc  tndcci  to  he  ot  down.    "  I  ihould 

b*  (Ud  Id  know  foor   ExceUcuvys  laind,"  lie  AdcU.    "  qbout  holding  ill  the 

pemd  from  Kinpihrid^e  fo  rhi?  Ldm.      If  tve  Attempt  fo  lioM  the  grauni),  the 

^uHion  miut  be  reinfotfcd ;  but  if  the  izjrriuin  is  lo  be  drawn  inta  Kort  Waih- 

ii^aOp  aikJ  vc  only  ke^  that»  the  number  oi  irt>opi  on  (he  island  is  looUr^." 

fn  nply  tW  Comoiander-in-cfaief  vrote,  ihal  ibc  question  couM  be  answered 

cntj  by  being  oa  the  tpol,  ajid  knuwing  aU  tli«  drcuiUiiLAiLiX),  4n<l  thai  he 

■boald  nhfnif  iIm  wholtt  lo  th«  judgmvnt  of  General  Green*,  rvmindirii;  him  of 

Ihe  M%i&al  daiip  to  camwn  the  vorksp  and  preserve  the  kwcr  lineias  lon^ai 

they  could  b«  kept,  ami  thai,  Vf  holding  a  ctimmmitmration  icro»  the  river. 

toMOp  tkaettcoy'A«btp«  from  ptuaingopor  down. 

In  fliia  pcrl«d  ikc  loUowInf  orden  and  other  matu r  inii«i  be  noted : 

1 
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our  front  They  broke  up  their  whole  encampments 
the  preceding  night,  and  have  advanced  towards 
Kingsbridge  and  the  North  River.  The  design  of 
this  mancEUver  is  a  matter  of  much  conjecture  and 
speculation,  and  cannot  be  accounted  for  with  any 

**The  moving  state  of  the  army  will  occasion  some  iiregdlaiity,  but  the  Gen- 
eral hopes  thai  officers  of  all  ranks,  will  exert  themselves,  to  correct  atJ  abuses, 
particularly  the  foltoning ; 

^'StTBEgling  from  camp,  or  plundering  parties. 

"  Taking  up  and  keeping  horses.  Loading  the  teams  with  heavy  lumber  and 
unnecessary  baggage. 

"  Firing  in  and  about  the  camp. 

"  To  prevent  the  first  the  Rolls  are  to  be  frequently  called,  at  least  three 
tiroes  a  day,  and  the  absent  punished. — To  prevent  the  second,  all  horses  not 
belonging  to  the  Artillery  or  Ammunition  or  Field-Oflicers,  to  be  collected  and 
sent  to  the  Qoarter- Master-General,  near  Head  Quarters,  To  prevent  the  third 
the  Field  Officers  should  have  a  general  examination  of  the  baggage  of  their 
regiments,  and  all  heavy  chests.  Tables,  Chairs,  and  other  lumber  be  left,  or 
after  this,  they  will  be  thrown  off  the  wagons  wherever  met  with  :  To  prevent 
firing  in  camp,  the  order  of  yesterday  I0  be  executed,  by  giving  the  offender 
10  lashes  on  the  spot,  let  him  belong  to  what  r^ment  he  may/' — Orderly  Booh ^ 
I  November,  1776. 

"  The  General  h  sorry  to  find,  that  there  are  some  soldiers,  so  lost  to  all 
sense  of  Honor,  and  Honesty,  as  to  leave  the  Army,  when  there  is  the  greatest 
necessity  for  their  services.  He  calls  upon  the  Officers  of  every  Rank,  to  exert 
themselves,  in  putting  a  btop  to  il,  and  absolutely  forbids  any  ofiicer,  under  the 
rank  of  a  Brigadier  General,  discharging  any  ofiicer,  or  soldier,  or  giving  any 
permission  to  leave  the  camp  on  any  pretence  whatever, 

"The  situation  oE  the  Army  and  the  Season,  requiring  that  the  Soldiery 
should  be  as  well  accommodated  as  possible,  especially  at  night ;  (he  taking  of 
straw,  or  even  grain  in  the  sheaf,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  included  in  the 
orders  against  plundering," — Orderly  Book,  3  November,  1776. 

"Our  situation  is  altered  in  no  instance,  unless  in  the  number  of  our  troops, 
which  it  every  day  decreasing,  by  their  most  scandalous  desertion  and  return 
home/' — Robert  H.  Harrison  to  the  President  of  Congress^  3  November,  1776, 

"  By  command  of  his  Excellency,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  his  re- 
ceipt of  your  favors  of  the  34th  ulto,,  and  to  inform  you,  that  he  esteems  the 
plan  you  propose  to  lay  before  Congress  for  preventing  more  Rations  being 
drawn,  Chan  may  be  due.  well  calculated  to  answer  the  end.  That  respecting 
the  sick,  seems  to  him,  not  entirely  perfect.  The  Captains  or  Commanders  of 
Companies  are  prohibited  from  drawing  pay  for  such  sick  as  may  be  discharged 
from  the  Hospitals  as  unfit  for  service.     If  during  their  stay,  and  before  it  can 
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;  of  certainty.    The  grounds  we  had  taken  pos- 

^sessionof  were  strongf  and  advantageous,  and  such  as 

they  could   not   have  gained  without  much  loss  of 

blood    in    case  an  attempt  had  been  made      I   had 

taken  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  their  out' 

'  be  blown,  whe(hti  the"  caw  will  or  will  not*dmilof  thdtrcUtn,it  ihould  be- 
k«  occcfiafy  \*>  ni«kt!  op  a  Regxmi;aLiJ  pajr  abtlract,  io  vhti  Dumncr  irc  the 
oAccn  Io  mAk«  up  their  Kolls  ?  Arv  thejr  t£>  indndQ  the  sicic  or  not  \  Aa  thu 
bft«fti«|hBt  iB*r  And  TuQBt  of  nccctiit]r  f't([uerillj  li«ppcn,  it  iipp<«iB  to  hka 
Eaedlmfy,  th*t  tTi**  int^m^i^H  r^i^nlaTimi  thnnlH  \\v  mnrr  |[mfr:il,  nnrl  mrnia 
Ibecrfficcn  From  including*  in  Ihnr  pij^  abilncU  or  Roli»,  all  the  tick  Ibvf  nvnd 
iDlbe  BnpaUls  >ii4  the  fisy  iluc'om  prcvinuM  (u  (heir  g^n^;.  In  »^uch  om, 
lbo<«  vTii>  art  i11tt:hAr|»«d  ai  unfit  for  tcrvlcc  vaj'  receive  their  psy  u  inUnded, 
thaw  vho  Jvliracil  to  duty,  can  oblAia  what  waji  due  tbem,  when  Ihe  Re^imeai 
'  «ru  pud,  hy  appljiiig  to  lh«  pajrmAaiv  will  thf  ofBe«r  and  SorKVon't  C«rtifi< 
Cato,  fltf  be  fcodaded  in  %  «ab*eqa«nt  abstract,  Th«  Inconvcnltnce*  and  »bi»n 
t  wbkb  irc  rleni^ed  Io  bv  nmedied  by  thc*c  n|*u]ationj^,  hiK  ExcicUcncy  tloct  nol 
appfvbend  lo  ariv  «o  moch  frocn  ae<«iAiiy  at  Incident  In  the  nflture  of  Armies, 
tt  Irom  the  Lxnferttct  tn^ntuiion  at  Ihe  prncnl,  ind  the  gieat  mliturc  ftnd 
dnoiiiy  flf  Troojife  compouni;  it  ,  aitd  alu>  In^m  the  iimtfciitiun  of  llic  cfFlccrh 
ift  vfcotB  eppmnrmmU  but  lAo  \\\\\t-  rrfprri  bn  bMm  h*d  tn  ehAonnjs  rarn  af 
Bi«ritaod  honor, 

*'  The  dcfoicclfru  StMc  of  PemylvtAi*  u  coenmunirattil  by  th^f'ommiltM 
ofSafety  Miy««r  llonble-  body,  ua  TviAilernf  mudi  concern  to  bU  EiceTtency, 
ttllkb  U  not  «  hitle  4|Q£TarAiril  by  Ibc  fuitl  Coo  meji^r  «ecin  ready  to  takv  in 
favor  «f  ihc  Enemy.  Kc  lrvkt»  hawever  llie  defeetEon  vill  be  too  inconudora- 
bleto  thteatca  any  alaimtni- coniwi|ueiicet-     .     .     . 

'*A|r«ab1e  to  your  ret^ved  hit  EiccLIency  hat  coDhalted  viih  C«nL  Lee  uj^n 

ibe  bc«  mode  for  emEloying  ihc  French  Gentlemen  and  of  TnAldng  them 

•tnloedkU^     Tbr  result  ii,  ihAi  ihcy  ihould  b?  Appoinied  tct  Kecimcnu  liy 

Coofiui  ftcccfdlng  to  (bo  RaiiIls  ihey  haie  b«Q  pUa>cd  tv  (itve  'em.  and  witli 

ibe  n^e  pa^  at  it  al]i)we<i  other  olh»i«  in  tucb  ca^t^     ThoEr  wani  r>f  <iiir 

|jLaCUA0^  U  rather  id  objvctiua,  but  iI  li  hoped  they  will  aEtaia  n  «ufliderit 

Knovhfdsie  of  it,  en  H  be  lone,  tc  be  of  grtat  vrvice,  and  thit  in  ihe  Interim 

Ithtfr  tdvic*  iod  aMiuaac*  in  diifcling  of  Woikt  maj  be  of  lue  where  Uicy 

WHj  be  «iaiion*d'''^//brrbPA  ttr  iJu  FrtmUmt  of  C^tgftti^  4  November,  1776, 

"  T&«  G«n«ra]u  veryvantibl*  thai  lh«  time  of  tervjoei  of  many  of  the  Uiliiia, 

^  vfD  >O0in  etpore  but  u  ihit  ia  the  moii  inTereiiin^  and  crilioU  part  of  ibc  Cam- 

.  aad  tbftr  departure  would  greaily  diurounge  the  olber  troops  and  injure 

fife  wnirt.  Ho  4oubt>i  not  their  Idtc  (0  tbeir  Couniry  will  induce  them  to 

rproloiig  tbcir  ttJtjr  nalP  ibe  Clo^c  of  ihc  rjtm|uign,  which  muit  toon  happen-'* 

— Ordrrfy  iU$i^  »  Norembrr,  177*- 
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Hanking  us ;  which  may  have  led  to  the  present 
measure.  They  may  still  have  in  view  their  original 
plan,  and,  by  a  sudden  wheel,  try  to  accomplish  it. 
Detachments  are  constantly  out  to  observe  their 
motions,  and  to  harass  them  as  much  as  possible. 

In  consequence  of  this  movement  I  called  a  council 
of  general  officers  to-day,  to  consult  of  such  measures 
as  should  be  adopted  in  case  they  pursued  their  re- 
treat to  New  York  ;  the  result  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted/  In  respect  to  myself.  I  cannot  indulge 
an  idea  that  General  Howe,  supposing  he  is  going  to 
New  York,  means  to  close  the  campaign,  and  to  sit 
down  without  attempting  something  more.  I  think 
it  highly  probable^  and  almost  certain,  that  he  will 
make  a  descent  with  a  part  of  his  troops  into  Jersey ; 
and,  as  soon  as  I  am  satisfied,  that  the  present  ma- 
ncEuver  is  real  and  not  a  fetnt,  I  shall  use  every  means 
m  my  power  to  fonvard  a  part  of  our  force  10  coun* 
ceract  his  designs  ;  nor  shall  1  be  disappointed  if  he 
sends  a  detachment  to  the  southward  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  winter  campaign.  From  the  information 
I  have  received,  there  is  now  a  number  of  transports 
at  Red  Hook,  with  about  three  thousand  troops  on 
board.  Their  destination,  as  given  out,  is  to  Rhode 
Island  ;  but  this  seems  altogether  improbable  for 
various  reasons;  among  others,  the  season  is  much 
against  it.     In  the  southern  States  they  will  find  it 

'  Tht  ooUfloi]  igrcnl  unanimomlr,  chttC,  In  oiie  ibc  enemy  were  letrtaUng 

trjwiuilf  New  Vofk,  tt  ^oulti  be  prnptrr  imnii^i1iiitc])i  \x>  Ibi'an  n  body  of  lrDCj|i* 
into  New  Jrrwry,  thnf  tlintc  rAiiicH  an  th«  rati  idil*  of  Kudtpoo'*  ttiv^r  ^boultl  b« 
delulKcl  for  this  pur^cur.  And  Ihatlhiro  Lhomond  incnthould  be  Matioecd  M 
Pcekskni  and  the  pat*&t  of  the  Hl^hUndt. 


I 


I 
I 
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milder,  and  much  more  favorable  for  their  purposes. 
I  shall  cake  the  liberty  of  mentioning,  that  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  suggest  the  probability  of  such  a 
measure  to  the  Assemblies  and  Conventions  in  those 
States,  that  they  may  be  on  their  guard,  and  of  the 
propriety  of  thcJr  establishing  and  laying  up  maga- 
zines of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  in  suitable 
places  This  is  a  matter  of  exceeding  importance, 
and  what  cannot  be  too  much  attended  to. 

From  the  approaching  dissolution  of  the  army,  and 
the  departure  of  the  new  levies^  which  is  on  the  eve 
of  taking  placcr  and  the  tittle  prospect  of  levying  a 
xitvf  one  in  time,  I  have  wrote  to  the  eastern  Slates, 
by  the  unanimous  advice  of  the  general  officers,  to 
forward  supplies  of  militia  in  the  room  of  those  that 
are  now  here,  and  who,  it  is  feared,  will  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  stay  any  longer  than  the  time  they 
are  engaged  for.  The  propriety  of  this  application, 
I  trust,  will  appear,  when  it  is  known  that  not  a 
single  officer  is  yet  commissioned  to  recruit,  and  when 
it  is  considered  how  essential  it  is  to  keep  up  sonic 
show  of  force  and  shadow  of  an  army,'     I  expect  the 


<  '*  The  tinuilMii  of  msr  afTftin  is  crittcd  uid  \Ta\y  olanninE  ;  the  dIsi£i]uE.ion 
of  <iat  anajt  U  Usi  approachirkg:,  ind  but  tilllv  \l  way  prospect  of  levying  %  new 
ovc  la  a  r^uoiublo  time.  A  |0f|^  pnrt  *A  it,  undei  the  dcncpinirinlion  of  acw 
W*k>  Atf*  now  «A  Ihr  xv  of  Iheir  dvparmrp,  and  (hit  al  n  (rin«  irhvn  Lhr  cufiny 
bftR  I  voy  tunerouii  aod  fofmidi1)]«  forcv,  waiching  tn  opportunity  Co  c^ocutc 
iklr  pbui,  Aiul  to  iprtBtl  ruin  and  dn'ulilion  among  ut.  Imprr^^eJ  wUb  ihc 
nponukce  of  tho>«  nuttos,  1  Ihib  Jay  laid  them  bvfort  a  vuuticii  uf  gpncral 
laAcm,  vrjih  a  vlewof  obtftinint  ihcir  opln&un  u|K)a  Iheaimc,  ami  uf  Ih?  mvai^ 
urn,  which  in  thoir  |Ddgnent  should  I'C  immodiolaly  adopted,  Tha  rMull  wab 
Itui  I  thcflM  cipv^ly  <■>  *wfT«)  of  rhv  SutP«  for  qupji1Jr>  «f  mitilia.  .  .  .  Tliv 
hope  AAil  pruUftbility  cf  nhing  a  nvw  umy  wttliin  d  convvnicnl  lima  are  ho 
Sitfe,  and  (bv  cunwquenccn  to  cvld«nl1j  nJoiming,  if  a  kL]fhci«nt  fuivr  b  not 


enemy  will  bend  their  force  against  Fort  Washing- 
ton, and  invest  it  immediately.  From  some  advices, 
it  is  an  object  thai  will  attract  their  earliest  attention, 
I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that,  in  the  engagement 
on  Monday  se'nnight,  f  have  reason  to  believe  our 
loss  was  by  no  means  so  considerable  as  was  con- 
jectured at  first.  By  some  deserters  and  prisoners 
we  arc  told,  that  of  the  enemy  was  tolerably  great ; 
some  accounts  make  it  about  four  hundred  in  killed 
and  wounded  ;  all  agree  that  among  the  former  there 
was  a  Colonel  Carr  of  the  thirty-fifth  regiment.  The 
force  ihat  will  be  sent  to  Jersey  after  I  am  satisfied 


kept  up  to  coontrrvcl  tbo  dnigm  of  the  mcmy  in  thv  ntcaniinie,  that  th«  ccniM* 
^  ■nd  my«e1f  titvc  untnimnmly  Agreed  ihat  thr  nnltlla  hfiotild  he  efigk^;t^,  IT 
pottihie,  10  conllnue  illJ  Iht  im  oI  March,  \Vc  fleitlcf  oanclvct  by  (htl  lime. 
If  Qui  long  licfore,  BULh  kh  artaj  will  be  leYjcd  u  to  iCiKlcr  any  future  clairna, 
upon  ihcTQ.  iinl*4i  in  ca<Mn  M  (htt  mc^ti  pTr*t.Ling  etn«rjc4-nry,  ulroi^lhT  Brinf^i- 
••cy.'*—  WAjkin£t^H  ta  tht  Atttuaihujflu  Gminsl  Aiwu^ty,  6  November,  1776- 
Hf  uked  fur  4000  iu«a  from  hfaji«achu»tits»  but  "  mcII  knowing  (he  condition 
of  your  SUtf  p  *nd  the  JIIEcuIiicK  joa  have  ctjjcrienccd  on  account  of  the  frt^ 
c|u«nt  uid  large  drifts  from  It  from  time  10  Umc "  declined  to  mcnilon  Any 
(|iiota  for  Connecticut. 

In  iTply  tn  ft  compl^at  of  thBCommiMionurwof  t^ennivW.injA.  ttini  reL'ruit^ii|£ 
<jirilcr«  hid  not  been  luucd  to  Col,  Magaw  and  Col.  Cftdwalnder,  WuhiTigtoB 
wrote  on  the  &th  cxpUiixin(  the  winl  of  money,  and  added  ;  "  Vou  will  I  doubt 
not  agree  with  me  in  thit  u  could  not  be  the  lieneral'i  duty  or  that  of  uty  other 
Gcueid  «fl!i«er  to  ftttead  upon  the  ofTiccn  of  thcK  two  butAlioni  to  know 
wbctlier  Ihty  weald  urrvc,  nr  »f  abouT  the  bunnut  of  mruitinQ,  and  ]  «m 
Tciy  confulcnt  thai  no  application  wai  made  for  money  or  recruitiofc  orders. 
Nor«  indeed,  c^ould  thry.  for  the  vnemj^  landed  iinmediatfl]^  after  at  Frogs 
Pomt,  th«  army  {mmcdintdy  moved  and  bts  been  niuv^n^  tvcr  9tni;e.  k>  that 
theiv  has  aot  been  Iciiuro  or  vi>purtuaiiy  fur  IfaiitutUug  t)u^uc?is  uf  th»  kind. 
Our  ftDmoivnicftEi^'n  vith  Mount  WAnhin^^lon  hai  now  h««n  cut  off  for  iwo 
wcckH  and.  in  thurt,  tTic  variety  of  avocations  I0  the  immediate  ufety  and  in> 
icrthU  uf  ihc  Miny.  un<lrr  conHinnt  alarms,  and  (he  approach  of  the  enemy  baa 
made  thai  very  natural  to  thoac  on  (be  hpot  which  may  appear  very  much  otTi«r< 
wiic  to  gentlemen  whov  itiori  itay  at  ntch  Umca  la  tbc  camp  cloct  not  enable 
ihtm  to  jodg;  of  the  diflfjcukioi  whieb  oci^of  on  auch  oiuaiioni." 
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of  Mr  Howe  »  retreat,  in  addicton  to  those  novr  there, 
according  to  my  jjresent  opinion,  will  make  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  go  with  them,  to  put  things  in  a  proper 
channel,  and  such  a  way  of  defence  as  shall  seem  most 
probable  to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  in  case 
they  should  attempt  a  descent  there,  or  a  move 
towards  Philadelphia,     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


h 


TO  GOVERNOR  LlVrSGSTON. 

Whits  Plaix*.  7  Novmb«r,  1776, 


Slr, 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  enemy  broke  up  their 
encampments,  which  were  in  front  of  our  lines,  after 
having  remained  there  several  days  without  attempt- 
ing any  thing.  Thej^  have  gone  towards  the  North 
River  and  Kingsbridge.  This  sudden  and  unex- 
pected movement  is  a  matter  of  much  speculation. 
Some  suppose?  xXxvy  are  going  into  winter-quarters, 
and  will  sit  down  in  New  York,  without  doing  more 
than  investing  Fort  Washington.     I  cannot  subscribe 

'  Read  fai  Contfc«u  Nuvrabar  iilh. 

TIm  Coiol-boaMr  411J  tuvoni  priviic  liou^i  in  tlic  vttla^r  oJ  Wliitr  Plniii^ 
W*  band  OB  ihc  night  of  th«  5tb  of  November,  Tlti^wtnioti  atrt  vjx!^  c*u*ed 
tj  •  mi^or  i&  (Ik  ftmtj,  viJ  vhi»  leixfvly  i^cohufcd  by  thv  CommuiUcr-ln^chicf 
ia  ibfl^mrnl  D4<d«n  oi  iba  nuxl  Uiiy.^'*  1<  ■«  wiih  (U-^  gimuit  *(»<■» L^hiuvnl 
tmk  AklbOfTV^c,  ihjl  X\\r  i;cii4nit  iK  infiirmed.  Utnl  w)mr  hunt  %iv\  cctit%td\y 
irMcbM  bM  nicht  Ml  f^rt  lu  ihe  Couft-bouM  utd  other  buildirgs.  whkh  1h« 
wmmy  XmA  Jdl ;  tlif  army  qla^  u\y  on  tl,  Uini  ihey  tluU  be  brought  lo  jmiice 
■ftlttoet  villi  the  puDjiEiment  ihq'  deicn^,"  Wlicn  the  army  vvacualcd  tbcit 
brM  work*  ftl  Wliile  FIajd*.  on  tho  311I  of  Octotv* «  f«i*  banuB  and  other 
Wmi««  «l(hui  1T1C  tinev  coniaining  fr>rftg«  and  piihliV  tti^rei,  wliitli  coiiirt  not  be 
fOMwed,  acre  bumtbyordEf  of  theCencta],  Sotn«  hfitoriimiluire  oiTDiJcobfJy 
coitromded  \kt  tvo  incKl«fiC»,  ind  rtprationtod  lh«  luirning  ^f  tli«  hoqwti  in  thv 
HUife  ■&•&»(«  aulhoriK«d  by  iM  ConuQUiKlcf-^n'diicl. 


\ 


wholly  to  this  opinion  m>'3clf.  That  they  will  invest 
Fori  Washington  is  a  matter  of  which  there  can  be 
no  doubt;  and  1  think  there  is  a  strong  probability, 
that  General  Howe  will  detach  a  part  of  his  force  to 
make  an  incursion  into  the  Jerseys,  provided  he  is 
going  to  New  York.  He  must  attempt  something 
on  account  of  his  reputation  ;  for  what  has  he  done 
as  yet  with  his  great  army  ?  * 

Persuaded  that  an  expedition  to  the  Jerseys  will 
succeed  his  arrival  in  New  York  with  a  detachment 
of  his  army,  as  soon  as  I  can  be  satisfied,  that  the 
present  manceuvcr  is  a  real  retreat  and  not  a  feint,  I 
shall  throw  over  a  body  of  our  troops,  with  the  ut- 
most expedition,  to  assist  In  checking  his  progress. 
At  the  same  time,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
consideration  the  propriety  and  necessity,  that  some 
measures  should  be  taken  to  place  your  militia  on 
the  best  footing  possible,  and  that  a  part  of  them 
maybe  In  readiness  to  supply  the  place  of  the  troops, 
denominated  new  levies,  from  your  State,  whose 
term  of  service  will  presently  expire.  Your  vigi- 
lance and  attention,  I  know,  will  not  be  wanting  in 
any  instance.  Vet,  there  is  one  thing  more  I  will  | 
take  the  liberty  to  mention  ;  that  is,  thai  the  inhabi- 
tants, contiguous  to  the  water,  should  be  prepared  , 
to  remove  their  stock,  grain^  effects,  and  carriages  | 
upon  the  earliest  notice.     If  they  are  not,  the  calami- 

*  On  ibc  ivtic  Uoj.  (liaC  ih,  November  71I1.  Gciicml  Wa?liingion  wtutc  (v 
G«nonl  Gre«n«,  then  ^t  Pon  !j!*.  p^prtiiing  hU  tonvidinn,  thnl  Ih«#n*my 
woqU  iDTcit  Fori  WuhingloR,  And  atdiijitg,  *' I  mutiX  recommcnil  lo  ytya  lo 
fivr  Evcry  ntfenlion  in  your  power,  uid  pvs  every  usUiancc  yoa  ctn,  lo  lh«l 
gATTison. " 


i 
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tiw,  which  they  will  suffer^  will  be  beyond  all  de- 
scription, and  the  advantages  derived  to  the  enemy 
immensely  great.  They  have  treated  all  here  with- 
out discrimination  :  the  distinction  of  Whig  and  Tory 
has  been  lost  in  one  general  &ccne  of  ravage  and 
desolation*  The  article  of  forage  is  of  great  iin- 
ponance  to  them,  and  not  a  blade  should  remain  for 
their  use-  What  cannot  be  removed  with  con- 
venience should  be  consumed  without  the  least  hesi- 
taiion.  These  several  matters  I  thoiight  it  my  duty 
to  suggest  to  you,  not  doubting  but  you  will  give 
them  such  attention  as  they  may  seem  to  dcscr\'c ; 
and  that  your  own  good  judgment  will  point  out 
many  more  necessarj-  regulations,  adapted  to  the 
^^L  exigency  of  our  afTairs.  I  do  not  know  the  state  of 
^^  the  barracks  about  Elizabethtown,  Amboy,  and 
I  Brunsvb-ic-  They  may  be  exceedingly  necessary  to 
I  cover  our  troops.  I  think,  therefore,  it  would  be  ad- 
I  visable  to  have  them  examined,  and  that  you  should 
^^  direct  such  necessarj'  repairs  to  be  made  as  they  may 
^^   require-     1  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 


TO    MAJOB-CENERAI,   GREENE. 

HKAi>-QvAKTitR5.  %  Novcabftr,  1776. 


Sir, 

The  late  Passage  of  three  Vessels  up  the  North 
River,  (which  uehave  just  reed,  advice  of),  is  so  plain  a 
Proof  of  the  Incfficacy  of  all  the  Obstructions  we 
have  thrown  into  it,  that  I  cannot  bat  think  it  will 
fully  justify  a  Change  in  the  Disposition,  which  has 
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been  made.  If  we  cannot  prevent  Vessels  from 
passing  up,  and  the  Enemy  are  possessed  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  what  valuable  Purpose  can  it  an- 
swer to  attempt  to  hold  a  Post,  from  which  the 
expected  Benefit  cannot  be  had  ?  I  am  therefore 
inclined  to  think,  that  it  will  not  be  prudent  to  hazard 
the  Men  and  Stores  at  Mount  Washington ;  but,  as 
you  are  on  the  spot,  leave  it  to  you  to  give  such 
orders,  as  to  evacuating  Mount  Washington,  as  you 
may  judge  best,  and  so  far  revoking  the  order  given 
to  Colonel  Magaw  to  defend  it  to  the  last- 

The  best  accounts  obtained  from  the  enemy  assure 
us  of  a  considerable  movement  among  their  boats 
last  evening  ;  and  so  far  as  can  be  collected  from  the 
various  sources  of  intelligence,  they  must  design  a 
penetration  into  Jersey,  and  to  fall  down  upon  your 
post  You  will  therefore  immediately  have  all  the 
stores  &c,  removed,  which  you  do  not  deem  necessary 
for  your  defence  ;  and  as  the  enemy  have  drawn 
great  relief  from  the  forage  and  provisions,  which 
they  have  found  in  the  country,  and  which  our  ten- 
derness spared,  you  will  do  well  to  prevent  their 
receiving  any  fresh  supplies  there,  by  destroying  it, 
if  the  inhabitants  will  not  drive  off  their  stock  and 
remove  the  hay  and  grain,  &c.  in  time.  Experience 
has  shown,  that  a  contrary  conduct  is  not  of  the  least 
advantage  to  the  poor  inhabitants,  from  whom  all 
their  effects  of  every  kind  are  taken,  without  distinc- 
tion and  without  the  least  satisfaction. 

Troops  are  filing  off  from  hence  as  fast  as  our  situ- 
ation and  circumstances  will  admit,  in  order  to  be 
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It 


transported    over  the  river  with  all  expedition.     I 
am,  &c** 

R  S,  I  need  not  suggest  to  you  the  necessity  of 
^ving  General  Mercer  early  information  of  all  cir- 
cumstances, that  he  may  move  up  to  your  relief  with 
what  troops  he  has. 


to  the  president  ok  congkes& 

Gentlemen. 

I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  31st  ulto. 
by  Monsr  Laytaniac,  and  must  take  the  liberty  of 
referring  you  to  my  former  Letters  upon  the  subject 
ol  providing  for  the  French  Gentlemen  who  shall  in* 
cline  to  enter  the  service  of  the  States,     To  me  there 

'  G«ii«ftl  Gmiic  wiotE  in  icplf  on  lltc  9(h  :-*'*  The  pAW^iug  of  iKc  shipt  up 
Ihr  civa#  ».  Ki  bv  %\\r^,  •  full  procrfof  the  itmuflit'tcncy  of  rhr  (iK«ini£tinn^  id 
rtcf}  ibe  ihipi  from  ffoia^  up  :  bul  Uiit  ^mifOD  employe  Joublc  ihc  number  <A 
m9i  to  iavcvt  it»  <tut  wc  have  to  occupy  it.  They  mu^t  kctp  trvopt  at  Kings, 
bridge  to  pcwvtti  ft  communiiMLion  with  ^hc  country,  and  they  due  doI  leave  a 
ray  «>i«B  Duttiber  for  Fm  out  peoptc  ^lioulJ  ttinck  them.  Upon  Uic  wliolc. 
1  ojuKit  h«%  Ikickini;,  Thai  the  ^irriMQ  it  of  n^vftniji^  ;  «»cl  I  annot  con- 
cam  il  l«  bv  Hi  aiay  (£■*>'  dtngtT.  The  m<n  can  he  htou^ht  off  ai  any  iiEn«, 
bat  ibo  Moc*a  iBt.j  not  be  to  eattly  ronavcd.  Vet  1  think  they  can  be  |»ot  olf 
i&  «pile  ol  Ibem.  if  niAllcrt  grow  detpcmic-  Thii  poit  is  of  no  unpori«ncc, 
ocepl  ID  conjucctioQ  with  Mount  VVaAhin|;ton.  1  «a«  over  there  last  evening, 
TW  meoiy  teem  1o  bu  ditpoiiDg  molten  \*t  bcvjcg*  (ho  pUuc  ~  btii  Colonel 
Vl^Vir  ihinkft  it  will  lokp  ihom  litl  Dr^trmliFT  r^irpi  b«(r)rp  (hry  c*n  cnrr^  if. 
U  iW  enemy  do  not  And  it  «n  object  of  impoKBncc,  Ehc^  will  not  trouble 
thmMlvei  4bou:t  it ;  if  Ibcy  do,  it  W  a  full  ]>roof .  that  Ehcy  feet  >n  Jnjur?  from 
nar  pgocfling  il,  Uurgit^ng  ji  jp  willopen  »  five  ctimmuTitciiioti  nUh  ihf 
contfy  by  the  vay  of  Klii^jkLild^c.  Thai  luuit  be  a  uml  jiJvuJtaigc  to  (hem 
nmd  mpiTf  lo  dL 

'*  If  the  enemy  cro^t  tbc  rivci.  I  \hall  foUov  your  KicoJlency'*  Jidvicf,  re- 
i|iccting  tbc  cftttk  *ftd  fotigj^e.  Thetc  mcAAireft,  however  cruel  in  apporajic*, 
vcre  ever  rof  niaximt  of  »»  in  the  defence  of  a  country  ;  In  ntiftckLng.  ihey 
«g«U  b«  Tctj  Improper.'— ^1/5.  LttUr,  dateJ  /'t>ri  Ltf^  //trvtmitr  914. 
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appears  that  one  of  two  modes  must  be  adopted  : 
they  must  either  be  appointed  to  places  in  some  of 
the  regiments,  or  formed  into  a  distinct  Corps,  The 
former  was  advised  as  the  most  eligible  in  Respect  to 
the  Gentlemen  who  were  here  before.  It  requires 
time  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  of  the  merits  of  an 
officer,  and  the  present  situation  of  the  Army,  will  not 
allow  me  to  pay  a  particular  attention  to  Monsr. 
Laytaniac,  or  such  notice  as  he  may  wish  to  receive, 
or  I  to  give.  Nor  is  there  any  way  of  making  his 
stay  here  agreeable.     I  have  &c,' 


TO    LIEUTENANT-GENERAL     HOWE- 

Head-Quarteks,  9  November,  1776. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  I  received  the  favor  of  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant.  Major  Stewart's  servant 
having  never  represented  himself  as  a  person  not  en- 
listed in  your  army,  he  was  considered  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and  sent  as  such  to  Jersey.  But  upon  your 
information,  that  he  was  not  in  the  capacity  of  a  soI< 

'  '*  ^y  every  infoTmalion  J  can  obtain,  and  Ihe  accounts  I  hail  last  night  by 
Two  deserters,  who  were  very  intcUi^nt  and  partTcular,  Genl.  Howe  still  has 
in  view  an  expedition  to  the  Jerseys,  and  is  preparing  for  it  with  the  greatest 
industry.  I  have  detached  the  first  division  of  onr  Troops,  which  was  thought 
necessary  to  be  sent,  and  which  1  hope  will  cross  the  River  at  Peeksktll  lo  day. 
The  Second.  I  expect,  will  all  march  this  Evening,  and  tomorrow  Morning,  1 
propose  to  follow  myself,  in  order  Eo  put  things  in  the  best  train  I  can,  and  to 
give  him  every  possible  opposition,  I  hope  when  the  two  divisions  anivc  and 
are  joined  to  such  other  forces,  as  J  expect  to  collect,  to  check  his  progress,  and 
prevent  him  from  penetrating  any  distance  from  the  river  if  not  lo  oblige  him 
to  return  immediately  with  some  loss.  Whatever  is  in  my  power  to  effect,  shall 
be  done/' —  Washington  to  the  President  of  Congrtts.  9  November,  1776, 
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dicr,  I  will  give  immediate  directions  for  him  to  be 
brought  back,  that  he  may  return  to  his  master-  This 
servant  was  charged  with  a  letter  of  a  private  and 
delicjilc  nature  ;  but  Major  Stewart  may  be  assured 
the  contents  neither  were  nor  t^hall  be  permitted  to 
transpire. 

I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  effect 
i  the  proposed  exchange  of  prisoners  before  this  time; 
As  soon  as  the  proposition  was  ag'reed  to.  I  wrote  to 
thcGovemorsandConventionsof  thediflerent  States, 
where  the  prisoners  were,  to  have  them  collected  and 
sent  to  the  most  convenient  places  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  two  armies.  Their  dispersed  situation, 
for  their  better  accommodation,  has  been  the  reason 
of  the  delay ;  at  least  I  cannot  ascribe  it  to  any  other 
cause.  It  has  not  arisen.  Sir,  from  any  design  on  my 
part;  and  I  am  persuaded  the  difficuhy  of  drawing 
them  togcUicr  must  be  evident  to  you,  especially  as 
it  was  early  suggested  in  some  of  my  former  letters. 
As  to  the  charge  of  your  officers  being  confined  in 
common  gaols,  1  had  hoped  that  you  were  satisfied 
by  my  assurances  on  this  head  before.  It  is  not  my 
wish,  that  severity  should  be  exercised  towards  any, 
whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown  or  shall  throw 
into  our  hands.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  my  desire,  that 
the  utmost  humanity  should  be  shown  them,  I  am 
convinced,  the  latter  has  been  the  prevailing  line  of 
conduct  to  prisoners.  There  have  been  instances,  in 
which  some  have  met  with  less  indulgence,  than  could 
have  been  wished,  owing  to  a  refractory  conduct  and 
a  disregard  of  paroles.     If  there  are  other  instances, 
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in  which  a  strict  regard  to  propriety  has  not  been 
observed,  they  have  not  come  to  my  knowledge,  and 
if  you  will  be  pleased  to  point  them  out,  and  to  par- 
ticularize the  names  of  the  officers,  the  earliest  inquiry 
shall  be  made  into  the  complaint,  and  the  cause 
removed,  if  any  exists- 

With  respect  to  the  stragglers,  who  have  lately 
fallen  into  our  hands,  I  cannot,  upon  the  best  con- 
sideration, discern  how  the  agreement  subsisting 
between  us  is  affected  by  sending  them  to  places 
from  whence  they  may  be  easily  collected  upon  a 
genera!  exchange.  That  the  custom  of  war  requires, 
or  that  the  interest  of  an  army  would  admit  of  a  daily 
exchange  of  prisoners,  are  points  on  which  we  are  so 
unhappy  as  to  differ  in  sentiment.  The  opportuni- 
ties of  conveying  intelligence,  and  many  other  conse- 
quences flowing  from  such  an  intercourse,  seem  so 
very  obvious,  that,  upon  further  reflection,  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  think  with  me  on  this  subject  But 
if  otherwise,  it  might  have  been  exemplified  on  your 
part  in  the  immediate  return  of  such  stragglers  from 
our  army,  as  have  fallen  into  your  hands,  which 
would  have  justifled  an  expectation  of  a  similar 
conduct  from  us,     I  am,  Sir  with  great  respect,  &c.' 


to  major-general  lee. 

instructions. 

Sir, 

The  late  movement  of  the  Enemy,  and  the  probability  of  their 
having  designs  upon  the  Jerseys,  (confirmed  by  sundry  accounts 
from  deserters  and  prisoners,)  rendering  tl  necessary  to  throw  a 

'  Howe's  reply  ia  ptinied  in  Sparks'  IVashingion,  iv.,  529. 
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body  of  troupe  oirci  Uic  Nortl)  River,  E  thsilt  immctlixtcty  fullow^ 
ftnd  ihc  cocnnand  of  ihc  Army,  irhicli  rcmaitift.  (ftftcr  GcQcrnl 
HcAth'»  division  marches  to  Pcckiikir.)  devolving  upon  yoti, 
1  hftve  to  request 

That  you  will  be  particularly  attentive  that  all  the  btreaching 
and  Olher  tools  fcxrcpting  ihoflc  in  immediAte  tise)  be  got  io- 
gethet,  and  dclivprcd  tf>  the  Quarter  Master  General,  or  Major 
Retrf,  who  herrtofore  ha*  been  inlnmted  with  them. 

That    you  wiU   direct    the    commanding    officer   of   Artillery, 
to  exert  himself,  in  having  the  Army  well  suppUed  with  Musket 
[Cutiidces ;  for  this  purpose  a  convcnicnl  place  sit  a  distance, 
fthoald  be  fiice<l  on,  that  the  business  may  £0  on  Aininterniptcd. 

That  no  iroopi  who  have  been  furnished,  with  Anns,  Accou- 
Irencnts.  or  Camp  utcofiils,  be  suffered  lo  depart  the  Camp, 
before  they  have  delivered  them,  either  to  the  Commissary  of 
Stoces  or  t(ie  Quitter  Ma.'.ter  General,  [or  hi^  A«si&tant|  as  the 
caw  may  be,  taking  receipts  therefor,  in  exoneration  of  tho&e 
which  they  have  passed.  In  a  particular  manner  let  the  tents  he 
laken  care  of,  committed  lo  the  Quarter  Master  General's  care, 

A  bitle  time  now  mufit  maoife«t  the  Enemy\  de^^tgns,  point 
OQt  to  you  the  measures  proper  to  be  pursued  by  that  part  of  the 
^•my  under  your  command,     i  shall  give  no  directions,  therefore, 
on  this  head,  having  the  most  entire  confidence  in  your  Judgment 
ftad  military   exertions.    One  thing,   however,   1   will   suggeM, 
[unely,  that   as  the  appearance  of  embarking  troops  for  the 
[jencys  may  tie  intended  ^s  a  feint  to  weaken  us,  ard  render  the 
ftitnig  iKxst    we  not*   hold  more  vulnerable^  ur  if  Lhcy  Hnd  thjit 
troops    arr    H5?iemb]cd   with   more    expedition    and  in   greater 
L-BUttbers,  th^n   they  expected,  on    the   Jersey    »horc  to  oppose 
thcna  ;  I  lay,  as  it    in   pr>»ible,  from   one  or  the    other  of  the 
naotiires,  that  they  may  yet  pay  the^irmy  under  your  command  a 
visit,  it  will  be  unnecessary,  \  Am  p^r^uaded,  to  recommend  to  you 
the  propriety  of  putting  thii^  post,  if  yox^  stay  at  it,  inio  a  proper 
posture  of  defence,  and  guarding  against  surprises.     But  I  woald 
recommend  it  !o  your  consideratir>n,  whether,  under  the  augget- 
tion  above,  your  retiring  to  Crocor  Bridge,  and  some  strong  poit 
nill  more  easterly  covering  the  other  passes  through  the  High- 
be  more  advisable,  than  to  run  the  haurd  of  an 
ck  with  unequal  Duml)cr&     At  any  rate,  I  think  alt  your  bag- 
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gag;c  ADd  «tcim,  except  vjch  u  are  oecftstary  for  immediate  ute, 
ought  to  be  tc  the  northm^ard  of  Croton  River.  In  case  of  youf 
removjil  from  h^ncf  T  aitl^mit  to  the  ^onsidcr^tton  of  yourself  And 
the  Gencr^il  Officers  with  you.  the  prcprlciy  of  dcsiroying  the 
Hay.  to  prevent  th<:  Enemy  from  reaping  the  benefit  of  it.  You 
win  consider  (he  po»t  at  Croton *t  (or  Pines)  Bridge  ah  under  your 
immediate  care,  as  also  that  lately  occupied  by  General  Parsons 
and  the  other  at  Wright's  mill ;  the  first,  I  am  taught  to  bclicveis 
of  consequence,  and  ihe  other  two  can  be  of  little  use,  while  the 
E&emy  hover  about  the  North  River  and  upon  cur  right  flank. 

General  Wooster,  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and,  by  order  of 
the  Governor,  commanding  «cverjil  regiments  of  militia,  is  novr  £ 
presume  in  or  about  Stamford  ;  they  were  Co  recei^'e  orders  from 
me,  and  ihcy  arc  to  of  course  do  it  from  you.  There  arc  also 
some  other  regiments  of  Connecticut  militia,  who  came  out  with 
General  SaltonfttaU,  and  annexed  to  General  Parftona's  brigade  ; 
and  others,  whom  you  must  dispose  of  as  occasion  and  circum- 
stances shall  require  ;  but  as,  by  the  late  rettiiiis,  many  of  those 
regiments  are  reduced  to  little  more  than  a  large  company,  I 
iCCOmtDC&d  the  discharge  of  all  5uch  supeinumerary  officers,  and 
ihe  otli«ra  aimeied  to  some  Urigiidc.  A»  the  Scitsoa  will  soon 
oblige  the  £ncm>  to  betake  themselves  to  wiRter-quancn^ 
and  will  noc  permit  our  troo^  to  remain  much  longer  in  Icnts^  it 
may  be  well  to  consider  in  time  when;  magoxinca  of  proviaions 
and  forage  should  be  laid  in  (or  tlie  army  on  the  East  side  Hud- 
son** River,  Pcc1c»kil1,  or  the  neighborhood,  would,  I  should 
think,  be  a  very  advantageous  po£t  for  as  muiy  a«  can  be  supported 
there.  Croton  Bridge  may  possibly  be  another  good  deposit, 
or  somewhere  more  easterly  for  the  rest,  as  the  Commissary  and 
Quartermaster  &c  may  assist  in  pointing  out. 

ft  may  not  be  amiA%  to  remind  you,  far  it  must  (as  it  ought)  to 
have  aome  influence  on  y^ur  deliberations  ftnd  measures,  that  the 
Massachusetts  militia  stand  released  from  their  Contract  the  t7th 
this  Instnnt.  &  that  the  Connecticut  militia  are  not  engaged  for  any 
fixed  period,  &,  by  what  1  can  Icam,  begin  to  grow  very  impatient 
to  return,  and  few  indeed  of  whom  arc  left.  If  the  Enemy 
should  remove  the  whole  or  the  greater  pfiirt  of  their  force  to  the 
West  side  of  Hudson's  Aiver,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  following, 
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«ith  alt  possible  despatch,  leaving  the  milfda  &  fnvalldft  to  cover 
the  froatiers  of  Connccucuc  in  ca^c  of  need.  Given  ax  Head- 
QujLTtci3p  near  the  While  Plains,  this  jotli  day  of  NQvcmbcr, 
1I76-'  


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

HRAl>-QV4ltTSES,  10  November.  I77(> 

Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  evening  favored  with  a  call  by  the 
kgentlemen  appointed  Commissioners  from  your  State 
to  arrange  your  officers,  and  to  adopt  some  line  of 
conduct  for  rocruiling  the  quota  of  men,  which  you 
arc  to  furnish.  In  discussing  this  subject,  the  gentle- 
men informed    mc,   that  your  Assembly,  to  induce 

1 "  Aa  h  ift  itkOK  ihftn  prnbth1«  (nnlMc  General  T1o»e  vhonld  throw  h)>  whnle 
lone  Into  tbe  JeiMyt  %XiA  bend  hu  c<3anv  tf>wanls  PhDidf^lphia.)  rhm  ih«rc  will 
scKCc  be  a  jtuidton  oi  our  troopi  3£iin  this  le^on,  il  may  be  well  lor  you  lo 
Gonsiiler  cJ  a  proper  pArtition  of  the  ticlri  artiUeryn  aniUrrihU,  and  btorti  for 
I  MTvlcc  ;  And  dfUy  do  time  in  thr  aimngrmeDi  Aud  dopatdi  of  (hohc  (Jn> 
I  far  the  waM«m  EJdeof  Hkkd»a'A  Rivflr,  .  .  .  It  ic  onnvowiAry  to  add, 
Aftr  if  thr  tnoy  of  the  enemy  i^havld  vhotty  or  pretty  spnenlly  throw  them* 
>d*ea  scroti  the  North  River,  ihal  General  L«c  is  to  follow.  "^  ffWAiH^^int  At 
Cttrmti  Kiua^  loNovrmber,  1776. 

"  S«eh  Officon  ia  h<ve  been  commiuionetl  tiy  th«  dlllereni  l^tftiM  for  the 
Hew  Amy,  uc  isnpiedialcly  10  tct  abuul  recrbiluiic  front  the  ln»pa  of  Hch 
>  JStot*  only  BpMi  (he  fol  lowini^  l^nni. 

"  TveMy  DoUiiv  Bounlr. 

*<A$uhofCi(«lh4. 

"Om  buAiJred  acrca  of  knd, 

"  Tie  wnK  j>iy  aod  riulonK  Ji>  ve  now  i^ivea.  Tbe  service  to  coaUnae 
4itniic  Uk  pictent  conlf  «1  vitb  Gi««l  Britain. 

"  Sach  ample  cocDur*ccii>cni.  Il  kt  not  doubietf.  win  Intluce  every  tnie  Lover  of 
hkCoantry,  lovoi^e  in  iu  defence,  to  prctervcit  from  the  tlorron  of  Slavery, 
and  fhi  dooUcton  of  a  ereel  and  biirbirous  enemy.  No  Beys  (under  the  idea  of 
Tnilenoroibcrwu«)oro1dMen  10  be  inlisied.  li  ihcy  ar?  they  will  be  reiumefl 
^  ON  ihc  kaodft  of  itic  Officer,  ^icLont  any  4Uovanov  for  Ui^  cspeue  he  nay  be 
at." — Ordfr-lySt^^  loth  Koveinber,  1776, 

TW  ori|cin*1  orders  from  Novembet  loth  to  Januaiy  laih,  1777,  Induiive, 
RBhainc- 
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their  men  to  enlist  more  readily  into  the  service,  had 
passed  a  vote  advancing  their  pay  twenty  shillings 
per  months  over  and  above  that  allowed  by  Congress, 
It  is  seldom,  that  I  interfere  with  the  determinations 
of  any  public  body,  or  venture  to  hold  forth  my  opin- 
ion contrary  to  the  decisions,  which  they  form  ;  but, 
upon  this  occasion,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  mention, 
especially  as  the  influence  ol  that  vote  will  be  general 
and  Continental,  that,  according  to  my  ideas  and  those 
of  every  general  officer  I  have  consulted,  a  more  mis- 
taken policy  could  not  have  been  adopted,  or  one 
that,  in  its  consequences,  will  more  effectually  pre* 
vent  the  great  object,  which  Congress  have  in  view, 
and  which  the  situation  of  our  affairs  so  loudlv  calls 
for,  the  levying  a  new  army.  That  the  advance, 
allowed  by  your  State,  may  be  the  means  of  rais- 
ing your  quota  of  men  sooner  than  it  otherwise 
would,  perhaps  may  be  true  ;  but,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  it  will  be  an  effectual  bar  to  the  other 
States,  in  raising  the  quotas  exacted  from  them,  when 
it  is  certain,  that,  if  their  quotas  could  be  made  up 
without  this  advance  coming  to  their  knowledge,  the 
moment  they  come  to  act  with  troops,  who  receive 
a  higher  pay,  jealousy,  impatience,  and  mutiny  will 
immediately  take  pince,  and  occasion  desertions,  if 
not  a  total  dissolution  of  the  army, — it  must  be 
viewed  as  injurious  and  fatal  point  of  light.  That 
troops  will  never  act  together,  in  the  same  cause  and 
for  different  pay,  must  be  obvious  to  every  one.  Ex- 
perience  has  already  proved  it  in  this  army.  That 
Congress  will  take  up  the  subject,  and  make  the  ad- 
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vance  general,  is  z  matter  of  which  there  can  be  but 
little  probability,  as  the  adtlition  of  a  suit  of  clothes, 
to  the  former  pay  of  the  privates,  was  a  long  time 
debated  before  it  co;ild  be  obtained*     I  am,  &c. 


TO   THE    FRESIDENT    OF  CONGRESS. 


PVKfiRItU  n  Nov«nt«r,  177^, 


I  have  only  time  to  acknowledge,  the  honor  of 
your  Letter  of  the  5th  Inst  and  its  several  Inclosures 
and  to  inform  you  that  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  I  shall  usecvcr>*  measure  in  my  power,  that 
the  moving  and  present  confused  state  of  the  army 
will  admit  of,  for  to  appoint  officers  for  recruiting. 
You  will  have  been  advised,  before  this,  of  the  arrival 
of  Commissioners  from  Massachusetts.  Others  have 
come  from  Connecticut ;  but,  from  the  present  ap- 
pearance of  things,  wc  seem  but  little  if  any  nearer 
levying  an  army.  1  had  anticipated  the  resolve  re- 
specting the  militia,  by  writing  to  the  eastern  States 
and  to  the  Jerseys,  hy  the  advice  of  my  general  offi- 
cers.  and  from  a  consciousness  of  the  necessity  of 
getting  in  a  number  of  men  if  possible,  to  keep  up 
the  appearance  of  our  army.  How  my  applications 
will  succeed,  the  event  must  determine.  I  have  tittle 
or  no  reason  to  expect,  that  the  militia  now  here  will 
remain  a  day  longer  than  the  time  they  first  engaged 
for,  1  have  recommended  their  stay,  and  requested 
it  in  general  orders.  General  Lincoln  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts Commissioners  are  using  their  interest  with 


those  from  that  State ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  we 
cannot  rely  on  their  staying,* 

I  left  White  Plains  about  eleven  o'clock  yesterday ; 
all  peace  then.  The  enemy  appeared  to  be  preparing 
for  their  expedition  to  Jersey,  according  to  every  in- 
formation. What  their  design*;  are,  or  wh(?ther  thti'iv 
present  conduct  13  not  a  feint,  I  cannot  determine. 
The  Maryland  and  Virginia  troops  under  Lord  Stir- 
ling have  crossed  the  river,  as  have  part  of  those 
from  the  Jerseys ;  the  remainder  are  now  embarking. 
The  troops,  judged  necessary  to  secure  the  several 
posts  through  the  Highlands,  have  also  got  up.  I 
am  going  to  examine  the  passes,  and  direct  such 
works  as  riiay  appear  necessary  ;  after  whicli,  and 
making  the  best  disposition  I  can  of  things  11  this 
quarter,  I  intend  to  proceed  to  Jersey,  which  I  expect 
to  do  to-morrow.' 

The  Assemblies  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut, to  induce  their  men  more  readily  to  engage  in 
the  service,  have  voted  an  advance  pay  of  twenty 
shillings  per  month,  in  addition  to  that  allowed  by 
the  Congress  to  privates.  It  may  perhaps  be  the 
means  of  their  levying  the  quotas  exacted  from  them 

■  ConiJTCiL  on  ihc  41I1  hvl  poucd  rcJiotmiariK  4L]Uiori>^1n£  WashJncton.  allcr 
con>ulti»|C  with  itti-h  [i{  1ii>  ^cncriU>  ds  he  CuulU  ■:unvcruciil]r  «a1I  lu^clhct,  to 
l^nl  wftrnnU  to  affi«r*  of  Stale*  wliit^h  h«d  not  \rnr  cof»mi«H<mcrt  for  appoint- 
inj;  ufficrr«'  He  wav  ftliio  dedrcd  Lo  take  f^uch  htcpJ^  u  he  inkgHt  think  moit 
proper  for  conliauing  ihc  militia  then  tn  camp. 

*  The  ccHnmand  of  the  posts  in  the  I1ighljiiid«,  including  Ihc  pauc&  on  both 
rixloi  of  Ihc  t\m.  and  thf  foris  CoQsitiution.  Montffofncry.  ind  Independence^ 
h4id  Keen  a»igncd  lo  General  Heath,  and  a  diviuon  of  the  Army  hod  *lrMdy 
marched  to  P^ckikill  for  that  purpoinc-  Cicueral  Wuhinelon  Fecoimdtred 
the»  p«Al3on  tUt  itlh  of  Novembi^r,  and  passed  avoi  into  New  Jcr«cy  th<  next 
diy.  OenerAl  Heath's  div»lori  conHi^tcd  mostly  of  Connflcticut  and  Hun* 
ehuictu  troops,  and  Gencrml  C^corge  (riinton^  frigid?  ol  Nrvr  VcQ-k  militii. 
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sooner,  than  the)r  could  otherwise  have  been  raised ; 
but  1  am  of  opinion,  a  more  fatal  and  mistaken  policy 
could  not  have  entered  their  councils,  or  one  more 
dctrimenlal  to  the  general  cause.  The  influence  of 
the  vote  will  become  Continental,  and  materially 
aflect  the  other  States  in  making  up  their  levies-  If 
they  could  do  it,  I  am  certain,  when  the  troops  come 
to  act  together,  that  jealousy,  impatience,  and  mutiny 
would  necessarily  arise-  A  different  pay  cannot  ex- 
ist in  the  same  army.  The  reasons  ^re  obvious,  and 
experience  ha^  proved  their  force  in  the  case  of  the 
eastern  and  southern  troops  last  spring.  Sensible  of 
this,  and  of  the  jMrrnicious  consequences,  that  would 
inevitably  result  from  the  advance.  I  have  prevented 
the  Commissioners  from  proceedinj;.  or  publishing 
their  terms,  till  they  could  obtain  the  sense  of  Con- 
grress  upon  the  subject,  and  remonstrated  against  it 
in  a  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull  I  am  not  singular 
in  opinion  ;  I  have  the  concurrence  of  all  the  general 
officers,  of  its  fatal  tendency."  I  congratulate  you 
and  Congress  upon  the  news  from  Ticonderoga.  and 
that  General  Carleton  and  his  army  have  been  obliged 
to  return  to  Canada  without  attempting  any  thing. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c.* 


'  Allho«£h  Gjn£Tru  htd  dcCcrmincti  «hm  hidnctmcnls  ihotild  be  offered  lo 
officer*  and  men  inEiaing  loicrvciluring  lIif  wnr,  the  iadivtduAl  States  under- 
\9^  \M  toine  fWfn  lo  aJtcr  ih«  rewirds.  Mar^lanr),  havrng  no  Un^li  in  ihe 
vcMt  offend  io  tu  tccmilT  ten  dolUn  in  lic^i  »'  the  too  Atcob  of  Und  promucU 
tff  Cov^m*  ;  bat  Cnvgrcvt  d«cid«r)  thai  iit  Uilb  vat  p|«dg<Hl  i^  ■  prrfortniince 
qI  tiic  pToniic  ol  Und,  thAE  ibc  proniie  *~u  rquAtly  obligatory  upon  its  con- 
OiiuenU,  Add  no  one  Suic  could  by  itt  own  net  be  ntl«»ied  Uicf^froin,  and 

LK^MtUvl  ibe  conmilion  of  ^%tiUxii\  lo  "  reconsider "  lu  molullon,     T^ht. 

Im^ ^  QMRfrvM,  30  Oiiobcr,  1776^     ^^ccibu  y^mtn^ity  11  Nuvcinbcr,  177(1, 
*  RcmJ  in  CoofETcvt  Ncvembie  ijEli. 
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TO   MAJOR-GENERAL    HEATH. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

The  uncertainty  with  respect  to  the  designs  of  the  enemy  ren- 
ders any  disposition  of  our  army  at  this  time  a  little  unsettled  ; 
but,  for  the  present  your  Division  with  such  troops  as  are  now 
at  Forts  Constitution,  Montgomery  and  Independence,  are  to  be 
under  your  command,  and  remain  in  this  quarter  for  the  security 
of  the  above  posts,  and  the  passes  through  the  Highlands  from 
this  place,  and  the  one  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson's  River. 
Colonel  T ash's  regiment  is  meant  to  be  included  in  this  command. 

Unnecessary  it  is  for  me  to  say  any  thing  to  evince  the  im- 
portance of  securing  the  land  and  water  communication  through 
these  passes,  or  to  prove  the  indispensable  necessity  of  using 
every  exertion  in  your  power  to  have  such  works  erected  for  the 
defence  of  them  as  your  own  judgment,  assisted  by  that  of  your 
Brigadiers  and  the  Engineer,  may  shew  the  expediency  of. 

To  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the  proper  places  to  fortify 
in  order  effectually  to  secure  the  two  land  passes  above-men- 
tioned through  the  Highlands,  requires  a  considerable  degree  of 
attention  and  knowledge  of  the  roads  and  ways  leading  through 
the  hills.  These  you  must  get  from  information  and  observation 
as  my  stay  here  will  not  allow  me  tQ  give  any  direction  on  this 
head  with  precision. 

You  will  not  only  keep  in  view  the  importance  of  securing 
these  passes,  but  the  necessity  of  doing  it  without  delay,  not  only 
from  the  probability  of  the  enemy's  attempting  to  seize  them, 
but  from  the  advanced  season,  which  will  not  admit  of  any  spade 
work  after  the  frost  (which  may  be  daily  expected)  sets  in.  Lose 
not  a  moment's  time,  therefore,  in  choosing  the  grounds  on  the 
east  and  west  side  of  the  river,  on  which  your  intended  works 
are  to  be  erected.  Let  your  men  designed  for  each  post  be 
speedily  allotted,  and  by  your  presence,  and  otherwise,  do  every 
thing  to  stimulate  the  officers  (respectively  commanding  at  each) 
to  exert  themselves  in  forwarding  them. 

The  cheapest  kind  of  barracks  must  be  erected,  contiguous  to 
these  places  where  no  covering  now  is  for  the  men.  These  may, 
I  should  think  be  built  of  logs,  and  made  warm  at  very  little 
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cost.  In  appoTtiontng  your  men  to  ihc  different  posu.  (those  co 
t>c  estibn»h«d,  IS  v^ell  as  those  alrtrady  fixed  on  the  riv^r)«  I  ad- 
vice your  keepiog  the  corps  as  much  as  possible  together,  nnd 
also  dcfiifc  that  in  this  Allotment  you  will  consult  your  officers, 
and  such  gentlemen  3«  have  U  in  (heir  power  (from  their  supe- 
rior knowT(!d|;e  of  the  country)  to  afford  )ou  good  advice. 

Independeat  of  the  barraclEs,  which  may  be  found  necessary 
for  the  men  at  the  poit^  before- mentioned,  [  should  think  others 
ought  to  be  built  at  such  pbccn  in  this  neighborhood  a^  the 
Qiurternuster-GeneraJ  and  Engineer  shall  point  out,  as  this 
inaM  from  ihr  nature  of  it»  be  considered  in  an  important  p<Mnt 
of  view,  and  as  well  adapted  UiX  winter  <{uartcrs  for  part  of  rhc 
^jw^f  as  any  other  place  can  Ije. 

If,  coitlDtr)  to  the  general  reutivcd  upinton,  Gvucral  Howe's 
rciDOvr  to  Dobb'it  Fcny  was  only  tniendcd  as  a  feint  to  draw  o0 
piart  of  our  force  from  the  place  which  we  lut  occupied,  and 
should  [he]  make  on  attempt  upon  General  Lee,  you  are  1o  give 
htm  aJI  the  aid  you  czm,  taking  caic  ai  ihe  same  time  to  keep 
Guard  in  the  poUu  and  pn&tes  you  occupy.  For  the  speedy  and 
regular  punishment  of  officers,  you  are  hereby  aiithoriecd  and  vm- 
Ikowered,  whilst  you  remain  in  a  separate  cain|)v  to  hold  general 
eoons- martial,  and  carry  the  judgrnents  of  them  into  execution  in 
a1)  e«aes  whatsoever. 

Re  paniciilarly  careful  of  all  intrenching  tools,  tents  (seeing 
that  the  botlom«  of  them  are  not  covered  with  dirt),  and  above 
all  take  care  that  no  discharged  soldier  ia  luEFercd  to  carry  away  . 
any  of  the  public  anus  or  accoutrements.  Apply  to  the  coromts*- 
sary  of  ftorcs  for  a  list  of  those  things  furnished  to  the  respective 
Colonels  of  regimentiL,  and  ^ee  thit  they  account  for  them  before 
the  men  are  dismissed.  In  like  manner  should  every  thing  had 
of  the  QuancTmj^lrt'Gcner^d  be  delivered  up. 

Kceppcrsons  employed  in  makingofcanridges^andbe particu- 
larly ittentiveihat  the  ^toresare  taken  care  oftand  the  powder  kept 
from  receiving  damage.  Also»  prevent  Ihe  soldiery  from  commit- 
ting  any  kind  of  waste  and  injuries  to  private  or  public  property. 

Tbc  men  which  crimposed  the  detachment  under  Colonel 
I^aUier  xi^  all  to  join  their  respective  corp>  immediately.  Given 
at  Headquaxters  at  Peelcskill,  this  iith  day  oi  November,  177b. 
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TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 


Sib, 


14  Nartmlwr.  1776. 


I  have  ihc  huiiur  lo  inform  you  of  my  arrival  here 
yesterday,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  troops  belonging 
to  the  Slates,  which  lay  south  of  Hudson's  River,  and 
which  were  in  New  York  government,  have  passed 
over  to  this  side,  except  the  regiment  lately  Colonel 
Smallwood's^  which  I  expect  is  now  on  their  march. 
That  they  may  be  ready  to  check  any  incursions,  the 
enemy  may  attempt  in  this  neighborhood,  I  intend 
to  quarter  them  at  Brunswic.  Amboy,  Elizabethtown, 
Newark,  and  about  this  place,  unless  Congress 
should  conceive  it  necessary  for  any  of  them  to  be 
stationed  at  or  more  contiguous  to  Philadelphia.  In 
such  case  they  will  be  pleased  to  signify  their  plea^ 
ure.  There  will  be  very  few  of  tliem  after  the 
departure  of  those,  who  were  engaged  for  the  Flying 
Camp,  and  which  is  fast  approaching.  The  disposi- 
tion I  hax'e  mentioned  seems  to  me  well  calculated  for 
tlie  end  proposed,  and  also  for  their  accommodation* 

The  movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy  are  not 
yet  understood.  Various  are  the  opinions  and 
reports  on  this  head.  From  every  information,  the 
whole  have  removed  from  Dobb's  Ferry  towards 
Kingsbridge  ;  and  It  seems  to  be  generally  believed 
on  all  hands,  that  the  investing  of  Fort  Washington 
is  one  object  they  have  in  view  ;  but  that  can  employ 
but  a  small  part  of  their  force*  Whether  they  intend 
a  southern  expedition,  must  be  determined  by  time; 

'  Al  Fort  Lc«* 
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to  me  there  appears  a  probability  of  it^  and  which 
seems  to  be  favored  by  the  advices  wc  have  that 
many  transports  are  wooding  and  watering,"  General 
Greene's  Letter  would  give  you  the  substance  of  the 
intelligence  brought  hy  Mr  Mprsrrcau  from  Staten 
Island  in  this  instance,  which  he  received  before  it 
came  to  me.  Enclosed  you  have  copies  of  two 
letters  from  General  Howe,  and  of  my  answer  to  the 
first  of  them.  The  letter  alluded  to,  and  returned  in 
his  last,  was  one  from  myself  to  Mrs.  Washington,  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  from  whence  I  conclude  that  all  the 
letters,  which  went  by  the  Boston  express,  have  come 
lo  his  pussesaion/ 

I  To  pnvtnl  ihv  AmfHcan*  from  icMlvfrijC  tuppliet  hy  Ihe  Ni^Tlh  RUer  uiil 
tfatck  fnrthtr  proyrum  in  olAinictbjc  iht  dumncl  at  Jcfrcj'i  Uo^ik,  Uirccoflhc 
Briiih  ihjpa  bAd.  on  Ihf  qth,  p&med  up  the  river,  mffcnng  much  on  tfadr  muU 
»n4  nolif .  On  ibc  nij^hi  of  the  (4lh,  thinr  llal-bottomcd  baau  were  ordered 
bo  Ktag*3  Bftdi'c,  ru'w  tc/i  open  by  (he  iclical  v(  i1j<  Aiuoii«ii»,  aihl  (iuu|fii 
«r*r*  c«rTW^  omr  \o  invnt  Vort  Wjuliiuiftixi,  ^Ljcvecd^fig  in  ihU  vctilure  vriih 
Ultle  Im*.  Ob  the  iSlh,  cwenir  more  fldi  UoaIh  i^Awcd  the  Amerion  wofk«utt* 
dncoTcre^  lA  Ibe  ni|rh1,  and  adelnchment  oE  the  army  "  commuidcd  by  l^rd 
C<«ttwftllvi,  bdn^  bnded  on  the  Jeitcy  ^hore  the  3oih  in  the  iDombg*  abovctlie 
ciicsi3«  rvdoftliu,  oppottte  10  Jeffrt^^i  Elook,  and  nnpcrcriv«d  by  the  rebels  for 
■one  tiiD<,  titcy  tO^n  bce^iae  pOMDHed  of  Cht  rcdoubli[Pori  LecJ  without  Iom/' 
/jmrf  ViKotati  Ifa^B*^  33  November,  177**  See  y^urAah  0/  Cmfrrti^  14 
Ntfvnnbef.  1776^ 

*  Thnotby  t>od.  b>i  etpicn  ridtr^  rccviwd  dtipatche*  fron  Wuhinglon  for 
rimpi  m  and  reported  ihai  they  hod  bc*n  tttolvn  from  hirn  it  Brvtol.  Teuuiyl- 
4aU,  A  commUue  tif  C^iticiriH  tiii«Mi^ted  the  n>i>ttri  and  di»i  rvv<rc<:T  no 
trv^MoT  tkff  robbfrry  or  ilvftllh,  ll)*  tlainmffiil  of  t\r,A  nor  br-in|{  ta  dvcir 
or  ladiCftctory  u  fully  to  ncalptte  bEniMlT  he  ifrvi  pUced  und»  jurcil,  but, 
ftfm  >  VOBth^  confmcment  wru  relekfod.  ^ttrnctt  tf  Cosigrttt.  October  ^th 
Ml  3IU:  ftnil  Decembtr  i»h.  The  deputy  pottrpoxtcr  x\  BriiloJ,  one  Bcw>- 
Mt,  and  bU  [i«rWeeper,  were  Brreiied,  and  tettrch  mode  for  one  Wllhln*,  who 
■M  ol  lh«  UtfcrA  w-licn  the  p«ehvt  »■■  lotL  Noth^g,  ho«ev«r.  wft»  proved 
4C)tisit  ihv  prUonerv. 

*'HAd  the  Bxpfeu  been  chort^pd  viih  no  other  Letter,  the  bii  vould  noT 
haw  been  attended  wtdi  any  material  injury  to  u»,  or  jdranUg«  lo  the  Enemjr. 
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You  will  also  perceive  that  GcnL  Howe  has  re- 
quested the  return  of  Peter  Jack,  a  servant  to  Major 
Stewart  to  which  I  have  consented  as  he  was  not  in 
the  military  line,  and  the  requisition  agreable  to  the 
custom  of  War.  This  servant  having  been  sort  to 
Philadelphia  with  the  Waldeckers  aid  other  prisoners, 
I  must  request  ihe  favor  of  you  to  have  him  conveyed 
to  Gcnl  Greene  by  the  earliest  opportunity  in  order 
that  he  may  be  returned  to  his  master.' 

Before  1  concUide,  I  beg  leave,  not  only  to  suggest, 
but  to  ui^e  the  necessity  of  increasing  our  field  artil- 
lery verj'  considerably.  Experience  has  convinced 
me,  as  it  has  every  gentleman  of  discernment  in  this 
army,  that,  while  we  remain  so  much  inferior  to  the 
enemy  in  this  instance,  we  must  carry  on  the  war 
under  infinite  disadvantages,  and  without  the  smallest 
probability  of  success.  It  has  been  peculiarly  owing 
to  the  situation  of  the  country,  where  their  operations 
have  been  conducted,  and  to  the  rough  and  strong 
grounds  we  possessed  ourselves  of,  and  over  which 

provided  U  hhould  come  lo  their  Hftntli,  bat  tlietc  v«tc  oth«r(  from  TiU  ExovU 
lency  cf  ft  vcrj  IntcresOnK  nature.  Iht;  miuariiiige  o(  which  £ivch  bim  much 
concern.  At  the  bundle  vu  Ul^cn  awny  in  w  tuddcn  and  secret  a  manner,  1 
fear  there  Ts  bUl  lUUc  h(j|ic  gf  rccovcilug  U.  bdi>g  done  mc»t  probably  for  tbc 
eKpfed  pvrpobe  of  furnishing  tKr  Entmy  willi  Intelligence  ami  a  ^Itie  of  our 
Army.  Bcvdcs  hU  Excellency'^  l^(tf  rit.  the  mgst  matcnal  o\  wliich  wu  to  Mi. 
KoIledEe,  ihcre  *crt  five  or  irt  niort  Irain  the  trftiilerapn  of  h«  f4mily/'— 
Harrison  to  the  Frisidtnt  fff  Cvn^^ftt.  i  November,  1 776. 

^  While  ihr^c  negoCUtloiift  lur  am  ex[^hAni;r  ufrc  pcadiiiu  Howe  >cai  a 
LicutCTiiinE  Itarlicr  in  New  London  to  propntc  tu  (he '*  principle  inhA^Fitftbi^ 
or  prmnnt  i>(  thr  j{rrii(r\l  snrhiirily  in  rhnt  rnlnny  "  dn  fxrh.ingp  nr|)rii(on*rt 
*' officers  lor  ofHccn  in  fftch  cluB»  an<1  ^Unn  for  ^lon»."  It  viu  very  ju^ly 
detemiined  thai  Mich  >n  applicAiion  \a  a  i^tale  wai  **  impriipcr  an<1  rncoii- 
lulent'*  and  (ouldonty  bcmadelotienenl  Wathinglom— Hinmari,  CMMfrtifUt 
in  tAf  RfwtHtii>n,  573. 


they  had  to  pass,  that  they  have  not  carried  their 
arms,  by  means  of  their  anillery,  to  a  much  greater 
extent  When  these  difficulties  cease,  by  changing 
the  scene  of  action  to  a  level,  champaign  country,  the 
vfomt  of  consequence*!  anr  justly  to  he  apprehended 
I  would,  therefore,  with  the  concurrence  of  all  the 
officers,  whom  I  have  spoke  to  upon  the  subject,  sub- 
mit to  the  coni^ideration  of  Congress,  whether  imme- 
diale  measures  ought  not  to  be  taken  for  procuring  a 
respectable  train.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
each  battalion  should  be  furnished  at  least  with  two 
pieces,  and  that  a  smaller  number  than  a  hundred  of 
three  pounds,  fifty  of  six  pounds,  and  fifty  of  twelve 
pounds,  should  not  be  provided,  in  addition  to  those 
we  now  have*  Besides  these,  if  some  eighteen  and 
twenty*four  pounders  are  ordered,  the  train  will  be 
more  servicMble  and  complete.  The  whole  should 
be  of  brass,  for  the  most  obvious  reasons ;  they  will 
be  much  mure  portable,  and  not  half  so  liable  to 
burst:  and.  when  they  do,  no  damage  is  occasioned 
by  it.  and  they  may  be  cast  over  again.  The  sizes 
before  described  should  be  particularly  attended  to : 
if  they  are  not.  there  will  be  great  reason  to  expect 
mistakes  and  confusion  in  the  charges  In  time  of 
action,  as  it  has  frequently  happened  in  the  best 
regulated  armies.  The  disparity  between  those  I 
have  mentioned,  and  such  as  are  of  an  intermediate 
^'ze.  b  dif^cult  to  discern.  It  \s  also  agreed,  that  a 
regiment  of  artillerists,  with  approved  and  experienced 
oflicers,  should  be  obtained  if  possible,  ;ind  some  en- 
gineers of  known  reputation  and  abilities.     I  am  sorry 


to  say,  too  ready  an  indulgence  has  been  given  to 
several  appointments  in  the  latter  instance,  and  that 
men  have  been  promoted^  who  seem  to  me  to  know 
but  little  if  any  thing  of  the  business.  Perhaps  this 
Train,  &c»  may  be  looked  upon  by  some  as  large 
and  expensive.  True,  it  will  be  so:  but  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  Enemy,  having  effected  but  little 
in  the  course  of  the  present  Campaign,  will  use  their 
utmost  efforts  to  subjugate  us  in  the  next,  every 
consideration  of  that  sort  should  be  disregarded,  and 
every  possible  preparation  made  to  frustrate  their 
unjust  and  wicked  attempts.  How  they  are  to  be 
procured,  is  to  be  inquired  into*  That  we  cannot 
provide  them  among  ourselves  or  more  than  a  very 
small  proportion,  so  trilling  as  not  to  deserve  our 
notice,  is  evident;  therefore  I  would  advise  with  all 
imaginable  deference,  that  without  any  abatement  of 
our  own  in  formal  exertions,  application  should  be 
Immediately  made  to  such  powcra  as  can  and  may  be 
willing  CO  supply  them.  They  cannot  be  obtained 
too  early,  if  soon  enough,  and  1  am  told  they  may  be 
easily  had  from  France  and  Holland,' 

Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Commissary  GenemI  has  fre* 
quentiy  mentioned  to  me  of  late,  the  inadequacy  of 
his  pay  to  his  trouble,  and  the  great  risk  lie  is  subject 
to  on  account  of  the  large  sums  o(  money  which  pass 
thro  his  hands.  He  has  stated  his  case  with  a  view 
of  laying  it  before  Congress  and  obtaining  a  more 
adequate  compensation.  My  sentiment*;  upon  the 
Subject  are  already  known,  but  yet  I  shall  take  the 


liberty'  to  add,  that  I  think  his  coniplaint  to  be  well 
founded  and  that  his  pay  considering  the  important 
duties  and  risks  of  his  OHice  by  no  means  sufficient, 
and  that  the  footing  he  seems  to  think  it  should  be 
upon  himself  appears  just  and  reasonable 

A  proposition  having  been  made  long  since  to 
General  Howe,  and  agreed  to  by  him,  for  an  ex- 
change  of  prisoners,  in  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  to  that  effect  I  shall  be  extremely 
happy  if  you  will  give  directions  to  the  committees,  and 
those  having  the  charge  of  prisoners  in  the  several 
States  south  of  Jersey,  to  transmit  mc  proper  lists  of 
the  names  of  all  the  commissioned  officers,  and  of 
their  ranks  and  the  corps  they  belong  to ;  also  the 
number  of  non-commissioned  and  privates,  and  their 
respective  regiments.  You  will  perceive  by  his  let- 
ter, he  supposes  me  to  have  effected  some  delay,  or 
to  have  been  unmindful  of  the  proposition  I  had 
made. 

I  propose  to  stay  in  this  neighborhood  a  few  days, 
to  which  time  I  expect  the  designs  of  the  enemy  will 
be  more  disclosed,  and  their  Incursions  be  made  in 
this  quarter^  or  their  investiture  of  Fort  Washington, 
U  they  arc  intended.' 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 


*  Rettd  in  ConEren  November  iSth.— Rcfened  to  GoArd  oF  ^V4ri 
' "  Ai  tn  eKcitthgV  of  pritoocn  u  likely  lo  Ukc  elTect  za  toon  a  the  ntture  of 
ifceotc  «ill  wtnir  vid  ft>  in  the  courM  oflheinnwvction  it  maj  posibly  hip' 
fwt  thai  in  Kttcmpt  m»y  %v  mad*  by  tiifi  tnamy  to  rcdcctn  EhoTf  priaoncn  by 
DWn  who  V ere  never  enciged  in  our  tervict-.  [  muKl  request  you  fmiriprliatcly 
M^jrect  IIm  volooic*  or  ccmmAmlei^  of  reginieiilH  in  your  divituon,  to  Qiflkc  out 
ct  list  of  ihe  ptrtkulit  nffiicn  ind  [iTivsic?*  wh^  hive  been  killed*  Ukto 


3*» 


THE  wnrrn^GS  op 


['77^ 


TO  MAJOR-CF-N'ERAL   LEE, 

]6  NovobbcT,  1776. 
Dc\R  SiK, 

You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  Resolves,  that  Con- 
gress have  entered  into  some  new  regulations  respect- 
ing the  Enlistment  of  the  new  army,  and  reprobating 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  for  raising  their  Quota  of  men-  As  ever)^  possi- 
ble exertion  should  be  used  for  recruiting  the  army  as 
speedily  as  may  be,  I  request  that  you  immediately 
publish,  in  orders,  that  an  allowance  of  a  Dollar  and 
one-third  of  a  Dollar  will  be  paid  to  the  officers  for 
cvcrj'  Soldier  they  shall  enlist,  whether  in  or  out  of 
camp.  Also,  that  it  will  be  optional  in  the  Soldier 
to  enlist  during  the  continuance  of  the  War,  or  for 
three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress* 
In  the  former  case,  they  are  to  receive  all  such  bounty 
and  pay  as  have  been  heretofore  mentioned  in  orders; 
those  who  engage  for  the  latter  time,  that  of  three 
years,  arc  not  to  receive  the  bounty  in  laad.  That 
no  mistakes  may  be  made,  you  will  direct  the  recruit- 
ing officers,  from  your  division,  to  provide  two  dis- 
tinct enlisting  rolls ;  one  for  those  to  sign  who  engage 
during  the  war;  the  other  for  those  who  enlist  for 

priioncn,  or  Ar«  miuing,  m  Ihc  rrtpccitve  regiments  juid  oompanicK  to  which 
ihcy  bciflng-"— PrflJ*i«^/flM  U  Kkti^r^t  Lily  14  Novcml>cr,  177O. 

"  I  tA-Ji  wUJi  thfli  yuo  wuukl  ha*'*  4JI  ihc  liniiAh  pnsor.eiM  cuUcctod  ihal  ytjil 
ccinvcmcnU>  cAn  anditni  Efioie.  as  «>on  flkpauibk,  with  ihc  HcHian  pritonen 
th»C  ]  may  achangc  thcni.  Tlic  rcEorn  of  the  bitet  1  think  wJI  be  allcndcd 
with  maoy  uiluUfy  cooicqucncci,  but  thoulJ  it  be  mode  without  that  of  a  bu£V 
proportion  oJ  othcf  Troop*,  it  will  c*rry  the  mark*  of  dciifiii,  and  occMion 
prc«utjann  lo  W  tikcn  lo  provfiil  1I10  CQiJa  wo  hn*f  iri  \Mfi^'—^^''rsh%Hgt0n  tv 
thf  Beatiio/  »'*r,  if  Nnvcmbn.  1776 
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three  years,  if  iheir  service  shall  be  so  long  re- 
quested." 

I  am  sorry  to  iDform  you,  tltat  this  day  about 
twelve  o'clock,  the  enemy  made  a  general  attack  upon 

\m  cOBUBiiucXtinj  llww  rr«nlDttant  of   Caii|[rru  In  ihr  i:nnvcnLion  nf  K«w 

York.  WaahinfitOQ  wntc  fton  Ccnerakl  GrT<cnr'»  h«a4-quArten  on  ihc  i6Lh: 
**  Tbcy  [1^  r«wluik>n«]  uc  plftin  and  eiplldi,  ftnil  I  wilE  tAkr  the  |i|>crty  to 
nil  iliould  form  a  |Ai1  of  the  indrucliont  lobe  fiivcn  ta  the  o0ti:cnwhi)  ma^be 
•pfolnicd  lorccrnlL  1  woulcl  olio  beg  Ic4T«  (a  obvTvc  thjtt  ihe  neecurity  of 
nnif  Uk  ixw  Btwry  Lcc<iino  marc  uid  uidtv  urgtnt,  ftiifT  i&  luch  a*  cUU  for 
etrty  poMitiJc  f^)«r1:Lon  ro  rHccI  i1.  The  Con^rut  convinted  nf  thU  ind  «erinff 
ih*  tlctiip  of  (ome  of  the  Sutci  in  cnrr^inf  the  rt&olvci  comniendeil  to  Ihcm 
tBio  cTOCOtiMi,  hare  empon^rcd  am]  rc^iuircii  mc  lo  nomiiule  ofhcert  to  the 
rc^mcttt*  ol  such  Stai»  at  h;ivc  not  Ncnt  CommiuionMi  to  the  army  fat  Ihat 
paiycvc.  A«  tkli  is  A  mAlIci  in  which  f  w^uld  not  vuUi  To  intcrefeic  4T  thi*  time, 
farilic  tbui  (OmpdUid  by  th«Jt  dinechon  and  ihe  tituation  of  ouifLlT«in,  I  ihaJl 
W  bappy  to  know  whAl  progreu  you  hate  made  in  ihb  inttancc,  and  whether 
the  unAfcowitl  fof  your  rvgixneois  i<»  not  comp1(;trff>  If  il  U  not  AnUhod,  let 
ttecfitnat  yovi  to  do  il  w  ipoedilj'  %^  po»ib3c.  The  ncceuily  ii  obvious,  uid 
BMt  be  feJt  by  erezy  ot>e,  'J'itI  the  officers  arc  appomied,  no  measoret  lov  ciu 
Ibttng  n>ci>  ««a  be  ponacd/* 

1b  aiidilioatothemoluiiontaln^dy  adopted  Congreu^eain  anLii^in  nrcofi 
«pon  ibe  Stattt  Ihe  prcuiof  n«cc»rL;r  iEi^id  wai  for  ruung  troopt.  On  the  igth 
fa  dc<ncd  ■*  it  n«c«nai7  upon  r»*ry  prmcipl*  of  propricly  to  Tpmtnd  ihc  several 
SUtd,  hoiv  iadbpcuMble  il  u  lo  the  common  Mffty,  that  they  piir^uc  the  nio«l 
faiQieOUle  «ihI  Wpiojut  mraauicr*  (q  fumiUt  IhcJr  rcvpvcLiw  c|UOtas  of  Uoop» 
fov  %ht  B«r  arwy.  m  thf  lini«  af  wnicr  for  which  ih«  pr«<«n1  aimy  inUited  In 
VV  MW  dpniikc  that  the  country  may  be  left  in  a  condilJon  in  a  crcttl  mctmre 
tkkscekaa  OBlcn  i^vickly  uuppUcit  Sy  iiew  lcvk'9,  '  Two  dayt  Jalrr  wishiDg  to 
(Kv  ift  pttAibk  r&dliiy  ti>  recmiitrt^  chc  .irmy  x-  \\t  ncceMiCy  ini?t  ko  eviitent 
a«d  piotefafc,  U  lulhorucd  each  Stale  lo  ciilM  ihctr  men  ciEhirr  for  Ihc  vrat  ut 
Aim  rci"*-  vrithoul  protDating  mltilm|[  toIIh  fov  bclh  lemih,  *'  Keeping  U 
iJvn^  In  *iew  thai  tn  ihr  opiniini  of  Con|rrr%v  the  p(jh]tr  h«r\icc  will  be  beM 
proMOfiil  by  inlktrncTit^  for  ihc  ^%j''  On  the  nd,  the  mntler  vak  if^aJn  con* 
lUfred,  K*i»cparuof  Ihe  army  faemg  iklteadydithanded,  and  there  bdng  *'  |^at 
daipr  Uiat  Utc  enemy  rou&c  be  opposed  either  by  unequal  nuialwi*,  or  hy  miil- 
Ua,  vol  Oftly  a  iiwic  CAt^viuJ*  c  bul  4^  leu  cfficaLioui  Aid  ItiAa  reguiu  forco  ,  und 
1h«rv  beinis  Kood  f  found  t  lo  hcpc  that  vigorcui  efTorU  ai  IhU  frit  Seal  iN^nJunc^ 
Inrr  nay  brl^c  Uic  war  to  a  speedy  oi  well  rk  a  happy  condniion,'* — Wai^hini*- 
iMPo  Appoint  reenutljig  officcn.  Paca,  Witheripoon,  and  Rou.  were  appointed 
I  lo  |Q  lo  bcadqnartent  lo  oonauJt  with  ihe  General  on  this  and  other  matters 
3vd  wtih  Ibe  army. 


S3 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1776 


our  lines  about  Fort  Washington,  which  having  car- 
ried, the  garrison  retired  within  the  fort  Colonel 
Magaw  finding  there  was  no  prospect  of  retreating 
across  the  River,  surrendered  the  post.  We  do  not 
yet  know  the  loss  of  killed  and  wounded  on  either 
side ;  but  I  imagine  it  must  have  been  pretty  consid^ 
crable,  as  the  engagement,  at  some  parts  of  the  lines, 
was  of  long  continuance  and  heavy ;  neither  do  1 
know  the  terms  of  capitulation.  The  force  of  the 
garrison,  before  the  attack,  was  almost  two  thousand 
men. 

Before  I  left  Pcckskillt  I  urged  to  General  Heath 
the  necessity  of  securing  the  pass  through  the  High- 
lands next  to  the  river,  as  well  on  that  as  this  side, 
and  to  the  forts  above  :  but  as  the  preserving  of  these 
and  others  which  lie  more  easterly,  and  which  are 
equally  essential,  is  a  matter  of  the  last  importance, 
I  must  beg  you  to  turn  your  attention  that  way,  and 
to  have  such  measures  adopted  for  their  defence  as 
your  judgment  shall  suggest  to  be  necessary.  I  do 
not  mean  to  advise  abandoning  your  present  post  con* 
trary  to  your  own  opinion,  but  only  to  mention  my 
ideas  of  the  importance  of  those  passes,  and  that  you 
cannot  give  too  much  attention  to  their  security,  by 
having  works  erected  in  the  most  advantageous  places 
for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &a' 

P,  S.  The  enclosed  Letter  for  Governor  Trum- 
bull, you  will  please  to  transmit  by  the  ist  op- 
portunity. 
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TO   TIIE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 


GtNEKAL  GBKBKIt'l  QUAftTVftK, 

i6  NoremtXTp  I776> 

Sir. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  hst.  an 
important  event  has  taken  place,  of  which  I  wish  to 
give  you  the  earliest  intelligence.  The  preservation 
of  the  passage  of  the  North  River  was  an  object  of 
so  much  consequence,  that  I  thought  no  pains  or 
expense  too  great  for  that  purpose;  and,  therefore, 
after  sending  ofiT  all  the  valuable  stores,  except  such 
as  were  necessary  for  itsdefencre,  I  determined,  agreea* 
ble  to  the  advice  of  most  of  the  genera]  officers,  to 
risk  something  to  defend  the  post  on  iht:  ca^it  bide, 
called  Mount  Washington.  When  the  army  movt:d 
up  in  consequence  of  General  Howe's  landing  al 
Frog's  Point,  Colonel  Magaw  was  left  on  that  com- 
mand, with  about  twelve  hundred  men,  and  orders 
given  to  defend  it  to  the  last.  Afterwards,  reflecting 
upon  the  siiialliie&s  of  the  garrison,  and  (he  difficulty 
of  their  holding  it,  if  General  Howe  should  fall  down 
upon  it  with  his  whole  force,  I  wrote  to  General 
Greene,  who  had  the  command  on  the  Jersey  shore, 
directing  him  to  govern  himself  by  circumstances, 
and  to  retain  or  evacuate  the  post  as  he  should  think 
best,  and  revoking  the  absolute  order  to  Colonel 
Magaw  to  defend  the  post  to  the  lasc  extremity, 
General  Greene,  struck  with  the  importance  of  the 
post,  and  the  discouragement,  which  our  evacuation  of 
posts  must  necessarily  have  given,  reinforced  Colonel 
Magaw  with  detachments  from  several  regiments  of 


34 


TUB  WRITINGS  OF 


[1776 


the  Flying  Camp,  but  chiefly  of  Pennsylvania,  so  as 
to  make  up  the  number  about  two  thousand. 

In  this  situation  things  were  yesterday,  when 
General  Howe  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
garrison,  to  which  Colonel  Magaw  returned  a  spir- 
ited refusal'  Immediately  upon  receiving  an  account 
of  this  transaction,  I  came  from  Hackinsac  to  this 
place,  and  had  partly  crossed  the  North  River 
when  I  met  General  Putnam  and  General  Greene, 
who  were  just  returning  from  thence,  and  informed 
me  that  the  troops  were  in  high  spirits,  and  would 
make  a  good  defence  ;  and,  it  being  late  at  night,  I 
returned.  Early  this  morning  Colonel  Magaw  posted 
his  troops  partly  in  the  lines  thrown  up  by  our  army 
on  our  first  coming  thither  from  New  York,  and 
partly  on  a  commanding  hill  lying  north  of  Mount 
Washington^  (the  lines  being  all  to  the  southward). 
In  this  position  the  attack  began  about  ten  o'clock, 
which  our  troops  stood,  and  returned  the  6rc  in  such 


'  Ct^li^ntl  Mftgnw  returned  th«  fo]la«ijm{{  unswer  Fo  iha  Britifth  adjotant^ 
ji^tunJt  who  bent  bim  the  iummoTi&  (o  tuirender  the  fort : 

"  If  I  neblly  undersund  the  piiijHJrt  t*\  your  mauiee  from  Gciicr*!  Ho*«, 
commiinicueil  loCobncI  Svoopc,  (hit  pwl  ii  to  he  immediately  sanendcrcd<ir 
pui  10  it;c  tword-  I  ihink  li  nihcr  %  mUukc,  iban  ft  icitlcd  purpote  of  Ocncril 
Howe,  10  BGT  4  piTt  10  unworthy  uf  bimtelf  lud  Ihc  BrUiih  nntion.  But  five 
mc  leivc  10  Uiurc  his  Excellency,  thftt.  acLiiitrd  by  ihe  mut  ^loriouA  cant* 
IhAL  mankind  ever  fought  in,  I  un  determined  (o  defend  Ihit  poft  to  the  very 
Usl  extremity/' 

A  oqjyol  liiit  reply  w*s  tm  module  I  y  irn  I  ictom  the  nv«  tolieneral  (Fiecne. 
And  endgdnl  la  the  fotlowiii^  noie  from  him  10  Gener&l  Wbhiri4*ton«  who  m*s 
then  «i  Hickcnuck. 

"  Enckoied  you  have  %  Ittler  from  Colonel  Mo^aw.  The  conteniK  «1I1  re- 
quira  youi  EKceUeney'i  utention,  1  luve  djrectod  Colonel  Magiw  10  defend 
the  plA^e  until  h«  heus  from  me.  I  have  ordered  Gcner&l  He4rd'i  brigade  lo 
lia^Ecn  un,     1  klull  ^  Ui  ilu  Ihljuid  ku^ii^      Full  Lee,  4  v'dovLh" 
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a  manner  as  gave  me  great  hopes  that  the  enemy  was 
entirely  repulsed.  But  at  this  lime  a  body  of  troops 
crossed  Haerlem  River  in  boats,  and  landed  inside  of 
the  second  lines,  our  troops  being  then  engaged  in 
the  first  Colonel  Cadwalader,  who  commanded  in 
the  lines,  sent  off  a  detachment  to  oppose  them  ;  but 
they,  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  gave  way; 
upon  which.  Colonel  Cadwalader  ordered  his  troops 
to  retreat  in  order  to  gain  the  fort,  (t  was  done 
with  much  confusion  ;  and  the  enemy  crossing  over 
came  in  upon  them  in  such  a  manner,  that  a  number 
of  them  surrendered. 

At  this  time  the  Hessians  advanced  on  the  north 
side  of  the  fort  in  very  lai^e  bodies.  They  were  re- 
ceived by  the  troops  posted  there  with  proper  spirit, 
and  kept  back  a  considerable  time ;  bet:  at  length 
ihcy  were  also  obliged  to  submit  to  a  superiority  of 
numbers,  and  retire  under  the  cannon  of  the  fort. 
The  enemy,  having  advanced  thus  far,  halted,  and 
immediately  a  flag  went  in,  with  a  repetition  of  the 
demand  of  the  fortress,  as  I  supposed  At  this  time 
I  sent  a  billet  to  Colonel  Magaw,  directing  him  to 
hold  out,  and  I  would  endeavor  this  evening  to  bring 
off  the  garrison.  !f  the  fortress  could  not  be  main^ 
tained,  as  I  did  not  expect  it  could,  the  enemy  being 
possessed  of  the  adjacent  ground.  But.  before  this 
reached  him,  he  had  entered  too  far  into  a  treaty  to 
retract;  after  which.  Colonel  Cadwalader  told  another 


'  GcMSttJ  ilove  in  h£s  |«l>1ic  dctpiich  sUTcd,  Uiil  Colonel  R»hl  tud  brodcht 
Ui  cohuftn  ttitliia  «ae  liaEdKd  jntdi  of  fht  (on.  when  he  fummoxied  ii  lomr- 
rtftdcf,  uul  %  tmtj  wu  aooeded  lo  by  Colonel  Migaw. 


messenger,  who  went  over,  that  they  had  been  able 
to  obtain  no  other  terms  than  to  surrender  as  pris* 
oners  of  war/  In  this  situation  matters  now  stand 
I  have  stopped  Genera!  Beail's  and  General  Heard's 
brigades,  to  preserve  the  post  and  stores  here,  which, 
with  the  other  troops,  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
effect.  I  do  not  yet  know  the  numbers  killed  or 
wounded  on  either  side;  but.  from  the  heaviness  and 
continuance  of  fire  in  some  places,  1  imagine  there 
must  have  been  considerable  execution.  The  loss  of 
such  a  number  of  officers  and  men,  many  of  whom 
have  been  trairicd  with  more  than  common  attention, 
willp  I  fear,  be  severely  felt ;  but,  when  that  of  the 
arms  and  accoutrements  is  added,  much  more  so ; 
and  must  be  a  further  incentive  to  procure  as  con- 
siderable a  supply  as  possible  for  the  new  troops,  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  done*     I  am,  &c/ 


TO   JOHN    AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 

HACKtfCKAC,  19  Xovonbcr,  IT7^- 

Dear  Brother, 

At  the  White  Plains,  the  enemy  advanced  a  sec- 
ond time  upon  us,  as  if  they  meant  a  general  attack ; 
but,  finding  us  ready  to  receive  them,  and  upon  such 
ground  as  they  could  not  approach  without  loss,  they 
filed  off  and  returned  towards  New  York.  As  it  was 
conceived  that  this  manceuver  was  made  with  a  de- 

'  They  were  required  \o  surrender  a&  pruoncrf  of  wir.  giviDg  up  thetr  irmii, 
«mmuntdoD.  nad  itoret^f  every  kind  ;  hut  the  men  in  the  garriton  werv  Allov+d 
10  keep  poucwon  of  Ihclr  baifgoee,  Lnd  t)i«  fifficen  ro  main  lb«ir  nvordv 

'  Read  in  Congrew  Novembei  9th. 
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sign  to  attack  Fort  Washington,  or  to  throw  a  body 
of  troops  into  the  Jerseys,  or,  what  inight  be  still 
worse,  aim  a  stroke  at  Philadelphia,  1  hastened  over 
10  this  side,  with  about  five  thousand  men,  by  a  cir- 
cuitous  march  of  about  sixly-five  miles,  which  we  were 
obhged  to  take,  on  account  of  the  shipping  that  op* 
posed  the  passage  at  all  the  lower  ferries.  Gut  I  did 
not  arrive  in  time  to  take  measures  lo  save  Fort 
Washington,  though  I  got  here  myself  a  day  or  two 
before  it  surrendered,  which  happened  on  the  i6th 
instant,  after  making  a  defence  of  about  four  or  five 
hours  only.  We  have  no  particular  account  of  the 
loss  on  either  side,  or  of  the  circumstances  attending 
this  matter.  The  whole  garrison,  after  being  driven 
from  the  outer  lines,  and  returning  within  the  fort, 
surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  but  have 
given  me  no  account  of  the  terms.  By  a  letter,  which 
1  have  just  received  from  General  Greene  at  Fort 
Lee,  1  am  informed,  that  "  one  of  the  train  of  artillery 
came  across  the  river  last  night  on  a  raft.  By  his 
account,  the  enemy  have  suffered  gready  on  the  north 
side  of  Fort  Washington.  Colonel  Rawlings's  regi- 
ment (late  Hugh  Stephenson's)  was  posted  there,  and 
behaved  with  great  spirit.  Colonel  Magaw  could  not 
get  the  men  to  man  the  lines,  otherwise  he  would  not 
have  given  up  the  forL" 

This  is  a  most  unfortunate  affair,  and  has  given  me 
great  mortification  ;  as  we  have  lost  not  only  two 
thousand  men  that  were  there,  but  a  good  deal  of  ar- 
tillery, and  f^ome  of  the  best  nrms  we  had.  Andwhat 
adds  to  my  mortl6cation  is,  that  this  post,  after  the 


last  ships  went  past  it,  was  held  contrary  to  my  wishes 
and  opinion^  as  I  conceived  it  to  be  a  hazardous  one  ; 
but  it  having  been  determined  on  by  a  full  council  of 
genera]  officers,  and  a  resolution  of  Congress  having 
been  received  strongly  expressive  of  their  desire,  that 
the  channel  of  the  river,  which  we  had  been  laboring 
to  stop  for  a  long  time  at  that  place,  might  be  ob- 
structed, if  possible,  and  knowing  that  this  could  not 
be  done,  unless  there  were  batteries  to  protect  the  ob- 
struction, I  did  not  care  to  give  an  absolute  order  for 
withdrawing  the  garrison,  till  I  could  get  round  and 
see  the  situation  of  things,  and  then  it  became  too 
late,  as  the  fort  was  invested.  Upon  the  passing  of 
the  last  ships,  I  had  given  it  as  my  opinion  co  General 
Greene,  under  whose  care  it  was,  that  it  would  be 
best  to  evacuate  the  place  ;  but,  as  the  order  was  dis- 
cretionary.  and  his  opinion  differed  from  mine,  it  un- 
happily was  delayed  too  long,  to  my  great  grief ;  as  I 
diink  General  Howe,  considering  his  army  and  ours, 
would  liave  had  but  a  poor  talc  to  tell  without  it,  and 
would  have  found  it  dififtculc,  unless  some  southern 
expedition  may  prove  successful,  to  reconcile  the 
people  of  England  to  the  conquest  of  a  few  pitiful 
islands,  none  of  which  were  defensible,  considering 
the  great  number  of  ships,  and  the  power  they  have 
by  sea  to  surround  and  render  them  unapproachable.' 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  grief  and  surprise  to  me  to 
find  the  different  States  so  slow  and  inattentive  to 
that  essential  business  of  levying  their  quotas  of  men- 


'  In  connection  with  thi«  lelier  ilLOttM  be  n«d  fKt^jfiiyftvt  io  RitS,  >a  An. 
ga«.  "779- 
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In  ten  days  (rom  this  date,  there  will  not  be  above 
two  thousand  men.  if  that  number,  of  the  fixed  estab- 
lished r^menis  on  this  side  of  Hudson's  River  co 
oppose  Howe  s  whole  army,  and  ver)"  little  more  on 
the  other  to  secure  the  eastern  colonies  and  the  im- 
portant passes  leading  through  the  Highlands  to  Al- 
bany, and  the  country  about  the  Lakes-'  In  short. 
it  is  impossible  for  me.  in  the  compass  of  a  letter,  to 
give  you  any  idea  of  our  situation,  of  my  difficulties, 
and  of  the  con&tant  perplexities  and  mortifications  1 
meet  with,  derived  from  the  unhappy  policy  of  short 
enlistment<i.  and  delaying  them  too  long.  La5U  fall 
or  winter,  before  the  army,  which  was  then  to  be 
raised,  was  set  about,  I  represented  in  clear  and  ex- 
plicit terms  the  evils,  which  would  arise  from  short 
enlistments,  the  expense  which  must  attend  the  rais- 
ing an  army  every  year,  the  futility  of  such  an  army 
when  raised  ;  and,  if  1  had  spoken  with  a  prophetic 
spirit,  1  could  not  have  foretold  the  evils  with  more 
accuracy  than  I  did.  All  the  year  since,  1  have  been 
pressing  Congress  to  delay  no  time  in  engaging  men 
upon  such  terms  as  would  insure  success,  tellingthem 
that  the  longer  it  was  delayed  the  more  difficult  it 
would  prove.     But  the  measure  was  not  commenced 

'  On  the  tyA  Con£rt»  ntmtd  Wi]»«n.  Sni^ih.  Chasv.  Clymc  and  Slocklon 
AtKjmmittcc,  '*  vLlh  fii^lpowertioil^vjMitncl  execute  mcMuro  foreffcc^luuJJjrC' 
iafofdag  C«aen1  Wuhhi^ton,  And  ob^inicung  (he  pra|[n«  cf  Gtncral  Hovre'> 
■rsf '"  Tbe  tiro  FenDtytvATila  btiuUoiu  commanded  by  Cotoncb  Cooke  and 
Mocka}'  wttv  ordct^d  lo  joia  WiMJuagton,  *nd  ihe  Ccncra)  tru  Jlrcclcd  in 
DilfT  hi»  JiDin^lUEe  command  «uch  of  the  forces  tiow  in  the  northrrn 
dtfMlSHnt  u  hire  been  ntivd  in  ih^  xixtes  of  PcnniyWaoia  tnd  New  Jenry," 
TW  HU  report  of  ihUcommillreU  printed  in  Forte.  Xm/rr/a*  Ankitft,  Fiflh 
SctiM^  til.  »8, 
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till  it  was  too  late  to  be  etTected,  and  then  in  such  a 
maDncr,  as  to  bid  adtcu  to  every  hope  of  getting  an 
army,  from  which  any  services  arc  to  be  expected ' ;  the 
different  States,  without  regard  to  the  qualifications 
of  an  officer,  quarelling  about  the  appointments,  and 
nominating  such  as  are  not  ^t  to  be  shoeblacks,  from 
the  local  attachments  of  this  or  that  member  of 
Assembly/ 

]  am  wearied  almost  to  death  with  the  retrograde 
motion  of  things,  and  I  solemnly  protest,  that  a 
pecuniaiy  reward  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  a  year 
would  not  induce  me  to  undergo  what  I  do:  and  after 
all,  perhaps,  to  lose  my  character,  as  it  is  impossible, 
under  such  a  variety  of  distressing  circumstances,  to 
conduct  matters  agreeably  to  pubHc  expectation,  or 
even  to  the  expectation  of  those,  who  employ  me,  as 
they  will  not  make  proper  allowances  for  the  difficult 
ties  their  own  errors  have  occasioned. 

I  am  glad  to  find  by  your  last  letter,  that  your 
family  are  tolerably  well  recovered  from  the  indispo- 
sition they  labored  under.  God  grant  you  all  health 
and  happiness.     Nothing  in  this  world  would  con- 

^  "  Vna  know  flini  b<^y  [CongrKs]  poupctci  JLt  ihar?  ai  humjin  wc^kneu; 
and  iJka:  itU  not  impo&Mblc  for  the  mcniboi  of  tbat  House  to  have  tbdr  Atlcn- 
tioti  engrowrd  hj  lubjfcU  which  might  a^  wfU  be  pmtpoivd  for  the  preocnl. 
uhUe  ^uch  as  rer^utre  dc^pRlch  hive  bmi^l  hAc3  Almost  njil^nrglrded,'* 
^E^jvarJ  /fi»!ltj^e  to  y^hn  ya^-,  t|  N^jvouber,  177*. 

*  K%  AH  eiarnplf  mty  be  titM  Ibc  #fTect<  nf  Cnt^^ral  Cr^i-ncV  rfcommrnHft- 
tLCHH.  They  "  thr^w  Chr  officvn  1c  whom  I  coinmutiicuted  it  into  10  civat  a 
flame  of  iliscortent,  thai  I  veniurod  nu1wiihMUii<1ing  your  oril«r«.  to  hriiUlc. 
They  accuKd  Mm  of  pir.tatiiy  to  hU  conneiionaflndtownuncn.lothe  prejudice 
ot  aieii  o(  nianlfaily  hupcri<>r  iiirrii ;  intlccit,  U  vppcikn  fiom  the  concurrent 
ictiimony  (►f  unbUned  p«n4oni.,  Ihal  tome  oC  (he  *ubjecta  he  rtcommended  were 
wretched  :  in  ihorl.  1  wv  tosiunncd  with  their  cEamor  (hat  T  delayed  uniil  the 
*rri*al  of  the  mmmittee/'    Lrt  w  Waihingttm^  iq  Kovember,  (776, 


tribute  so  much  to  mine,  as  to  be  onc<^  more  ftxcd 
among  you  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  my  own 
vine  and  fig-tree.  Adieu,  my  dear  Sir ;  remember  me 
aflectionatcly  to  my  sister  and  the  children,  and  give 
my  compliments  to  those,  who  inquire  after  your 
sincerely  affectionate  brother. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

HAnenMACK,  19  Nav«nhcr.  177& 

Sir, 

I  have  not  been  yet  able  to  obtain  a  parttcular  ac* 
count  of  the  unhappy  affair  of  the  16th  ;  nor  of  the 
terms  on  which  the  garrison  surrendered.  The  in- 
telligence that  has  come  to  hand,  is  not  so  full  and 
accurate  as  I  could  wish.  One  of  the  artilier)%  and 
whose  information  ts  most  direct,  who  escaped  on 
Sunday  night,  says,  the  enemy's  loss  was  very  con- 
siderable,  especially  in  the  attack  made  above  the 
Fon  by  the  division  of  Hessians  that  marched  from 
Kingsbridge,  and  where  Lieut.  Colo.  Rawiings,  of  the 
late  Colo-  Stevenson's  Regiment,  \vas  posted.  They 
burnt  yesterday  one  or  two  houses  on  the  Heights 
and  contiguous  to  the  Fort,  and  appeared  by  advices 
from  General  Greene,  to  be  moving  in  the  evening 
their  main  body  down  towards  the  City.  Whether 
they  will  close  the  Campaign  without  attempting 
something  more,  or  make  an  incursion  into  Jersey, 
must  be  determined  by  the  events  themselves. 

Aft  Fort  Lee  was  always  considered  as  only  neces- 
sary in  conjunction  with  that  on  the  cast  side  of  the 
River,  to  preserve  the  communication  across,  and  to 
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prevent  the  enemy  from  a  free  navigation,  it  has  be- 
come of  no  imixjitancc  by  the  loss  of  the  other,  or 
not  so  material  as  to  employ  a  force  for  its  defences. 
Being  viewed  in  this  light,  and  apprehending  that  the 
stores  there  would  be  precario\isly  situated,  their 
removal  has  been  determined  on  tn  Bound  Brook, 
above  Brunswick,  Prince  Town,  Springfield  and  Ac- 
quankinac  Bridge,  as  places  that  will  not  be  subject 
to  sudden  danger  in  case  the  enemy  should  pass  the 
River,  and  which  have  been  thought  proper^  as  a 
repository  for  some  of  our  stores  of  provisions  and 
forage. 

The  troops  belonging  to  the  Flying  Camp,  under 
Genis*  Heard  and  Beall,  with  what  remains  of  Genl. 
Ewing's  brigade,  are  now  at  hort  Lee,  where  they 
will  continue  till  the  stores  are  got  away.  By  the 
time  that  is  effected,  their  term  of  enlistment  will  be 
near  expiring,  and  if  the  enemy  should  make  a  push 
in  this  quarter,  the  only  troops  that  there  will  be  to 
oppose  *em,  will  be  Hand's.  Hazlet's,  the  Regiments 
from  Virginia,  and  that  lately  Smallwoods, — the  lat- 
ter greatly  reduced  by  the  losses  it  sustained  on  Long 
Island,  &c,  and  sickness.  Nor  are  the  n^st  by  any 
means  complete  In  addition  to  these,  I  am  told 
there  are  a  few  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  which 
have  been  called  in  by  Governor  Livingston,  1  shall 
make  such  a  disposition  of  the  whole  at  Brunswick, 
and  at  the  intermediate  posts  as  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  guard  against  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
prevent  them  making  an  irruption,  or  foraging  with 
detached  parties. 
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The  inclosed  letter  from  Cols,  Miles  and  Atlee  will 
shew  Congress  the  distressed  situation  of  our  prison- 
ers in  New  York,  and  will  become  greater  every  day 
by  the  cold,  inclement  Season  that  is  Approaching- 
It  will  be  happy  if  some  expedient  can  be  adopted 
by  which  they  may  be  furnished  with  nccesaarj*  blan* 
kets  and  cloatliing.  Humanity  and  the  good  of  the 
service  require  it.  1  think  the  mode  suggested  by 
these  gentlemen  for  establishing  a  credit,  appears  as 
likely  to  succeed,  and  as  eligible  as  any  that  occurs 
to  me.  It  is  probable,  many  articles  that  may  be 
wanted,  can  be  obtained  there,  and  upon  better  terms 
than  clstnvhcre.  In  respect  to  provision  their  allow- 
ance perhaps  is  as  good  as  the  situation  of  General 
Howe's  stores  will  admit  of.  It  has  been  said  of  late, 
by  deserters  and  others,  that  they  were  rather  scant 

By  a  letter  from  the  paymaster  general  of  the 
i7lh.  he  says  there  will  be  a  necessity  that  large  and 
early  remittances  should  be  made  him.  The  de- 
mands, when  the  Troops  now  in  service,  are  dis- 
missed. M'ili  be  extremely  great;  besides  the  bounty 
to  recruits  will  require  a  large  supply  and  he  adds 
that  the  Commissar}'  General  has  informed  him,  that 
between  this  and  the  last  of  December  he  shall  have 
occasion  for  a  million  of  dollars. 

2ist — The  unhappy  affair  of  the  ibth  has  been 
succeeded  by  further  misfortunes.  Yesterday  morn- 
ing a  large  body  of  the  Enemy  landed  between 
Dobb's  Ferry  and  Fort    Lee.'     Their  object  was  evi- 


'Gnfioa  dcaeribed  ibc  Iftadin^-plice  u  GoEter  Dock,  *'  nearly  oppohjtc  to 
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dcntly  to  inclose  the  whole  of  our  troops  and  stores 
that  lay  between  the  North  and  Hcckcnscck  Rivers, 
which  form  a  ver>'  narrow  neck  of  land  For  this 
purpose  they  formed  and  marched  as  soon  as  they 
had  ascended  the  high  ground  towards  the  Fort. 
Upon  the  fir^t  information  of  their  having  landed 
and  of  their  movements,  our  men  were  ordered  to 
meet  ihem,  but  finding  their  numbers  greatly  supe- 
rior and  that  they  were  extending  themselves  to  seize 
on  the  passes  over  the  River,  it  was  thoujjht  prudent 
to  withdraw  our  men,  which  was  effected  and  their 
retreat  secured.  We  lost  the  whole  of  the  cannon 
that  was  at  the  Fort,  except  two  twelve  pounders, 
and  a  great  deal  of  baggage — between  two  and  three 
hundred  cents,  about  a  thousand  barrells  of  ftour  and 
otlier  stores  in  the  Quarter  Masters  department 
This  loss  was  inevitable.  As  many  of  the  Stores  has 
been  removed  as  circumstances  and  time  would  ad> 
mit  of;  the  Ammunition  had  been  happily  got  away. 
Our  present  situation  between  Hackensack  and  Pas* 
saic  Rivers,  being  exactly  similar  to  our  late  one, 
and  our  force  here  by  no  means  adequate  to  an  op- 
position that  will  promise?  the  smallest  probability  of 
success,  we  are  taking  measures  to  retire  over  the 
waters  of  the  latter,  where  the  best  disposition  will 
be  formed  that  circumstances  will  admit  of. 

By  Colo,  Cadwalader,  who  has  been  permitted  by 
Gcnl,  Howe  to  return  to  his  friends."  I  am  informed 


'Colootd  CadvaUder  WfttimmedUlclyrelcftwdwIihoul  pa^lr  bySirWillUm 
How«»  •<  the  instance  of  GcncnJ  Prttcott.  who,  when  a  pn'uncr  In  PhJaileU 
phia,  bad  rfccivtd  cmliiK*  from  Calcn«l  CaJwaladflt'i  Ulhct. 
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the  surrender  of  the  garrison  on  the  i6th  was  on  the 
common  terms,  as  prisoners  of  War ;  the  loss  of  the 
Hessians  about  Three  hundred  privates  and  Twenty 
f  seven  officers,  killed  and  wounded^  about  Forty  of 
the  British  troops  and  two  or  three  officers.  The  loss 
on  our  side  but  inconsiderable.  *  *  * 

Your  favor  of  the  i6th  was  duly  received*  My 
Letter  to  the  Board  of  War  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  Waldeckers  I  presume  you  will  have  seen,' 


k 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL    LEE. 

Hacki}isj^c,  91  November.  1776k 

Dear  General, 

It  must  be  painful  to  you»  as  well  as  to  us,  that  I 
have  no  news  to  send  you,  but  of  a  melancholy  Na- 
ture, Yesterday  morning  the  Enemy  landed  a  large 
Body  of  Troops  below  Dobbss  Ferry,  and  advanced 
very  rapidly  to  the  Fort  called  by  your  Name,  I  im- 
mc<liately  went  over,  and,  as  the  Fort  was  not  tenable 
on  this  side,  and  wc  were  in  a  narrow  neck  of  land, 
the  passes  out  of  which  the  enemy  were  attempting 
to  seize.  I  directed  the  Troops,  consisting  of  Bealls, 
Heard's,  tlie  remainder  of  Ewing  s  brigades,  and  some 
other  Parts  of  broken  Regiments,  to  move  over  to 
tile  West  Side  of  Hackinsac  River.  A  considerable 
Quantity  of  Stores  and  some  artillery  have  fallen  into 
the  enemy's  hands.  We  have  no  account  of  their 
movements  this  morning.     But  as  this  country  is  d\* 

^^  <  Rad  in  Lonj^rrm  Nov^mbei  vjd.  On  Uis  tjih  r^inifrux  Wl  (lien 
^^L  WitUiytoa  "  kftve  lo  Ti«gotiaIc  an  cnchtng*  of  the  fo»ien  iroofii>  b  th«  pay 
^^B  M  Cren  Btiuio.  thii  arc  pri«oiict>  to  xhmc  Suin." 
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most  a  dead  Hat,  and  we  have  not  an  intrenching 
tool,  and  not  above  three  thousand  men,  and  they 
much  broken  and  dispirited,  not  only  with  our  ill  suc- 
cess, but  the  loss  of  their  tents  and  baggage,  I  have 
resolved  to  avoid  any  attack,  though  by  so  doing  I 
must  leave  a  very  fine  country  open  to  their  ravages, 
or  a  plentiful  storehouse  from  which  they  will  dra^' 
voluntary  supplies. 

Your,  favor  of  the  19th  is  just  come  to  hand.  I 
approve  of  your  step  with  respect  to  the  Rhode  Isl- 
and officers,  as  I  am  unacquainted  with  their  Merits, 
I  woa  obliged  to  leave  the  Determination  of  the  mat- 
ter much  to  Genlp  Greene,  hoping  1  confess,  that  he 
would  make  an  Arrangement  acceptable  to  his  Coun- 
trymen ;  however  I  am  satisfied  with  what  you  have 
done  and  must  leave  it  upon  that  fooling. 

With  respect  to  your  situation,  I  am  very  much  at 
a  loss  what  now  to  determine.  There  is  such  a  change 
of  circumstances  since  the  date  of  your  letter,  as  seems 
to  call  for  a  change  of  measures*  Your  post  undoubt- 
edly will  answer  some  important  purposes  ;  but 
whether  so  many  or  so  great  as  your  removal,  is 
well  worthy  of  consideration.  You  observe,  that  it 
prevents  a  fine,  fertile  country  from  affording  them 
supplies  ;  but  now  they  have  one  much  more  so,  and 
more  contiguous.  They  have  already  traversed  a 
part  of  that  country,  leaving  little  behind  them.  Is 
it  probable  they  will  return  ?  If  not.  the  distance 
must  be  too  great  in  winter  time  to  render  It  eflfectu- 
ally  serviceable.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  am  of 
opinion,  and  the  gentlemen   about  mc  concur  in  it. 
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that  the  public  interest  requires  your  coming  over  to 
this  side  of  the  Hudson,  with  the  Continental  troops, 
leaving  Fellows's  and  Wadsworih's  brigades  to  take 
care  of  the  stores  during  their  short  stay,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  I  suppose  they  will  set  out  for  home.' 
My  reasons  for  this  measure,  which  I  think  must 
have  weight  with  you.  are,  that  the  enemy  are  evi- 
dently changing  the  scat  of  war  to  this  side  of  the 
North  River,  that  this  country  therefore  will  expect 
the  Continental  army  to  give  them  what  support  they 
can.  and,  failing  in  this,  they  will  cease  to  depend 
upon  or  support  a  force,  from  which  no  protection  is 
given  to  them.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, that  at  least  an  appearance  of  force  should  be 
made,  to  keep  this  province  in  the  connexion  with  the 
others.  If  that  should  not  continue,  it  is  much  to  be 
feared,  that  its  influence  on  Pennsylvania  would  be 
very  considerable,  and  more  and  more  endanger  our 
public  interest  Unless  therefore  some  new  event 
should  occur,  or  some  more  cogent  reason  present 
itself  to  the  contrar>\  I  would  have  you  move  over 
by  the  easiest  and  best  passage.  I  am  sensible  your 
numbers  will  not  be  large,  and  that  perhaps  it  may 
not  be  agreeable  to  the  troops.  As  to  the  first, 
report  will  exaggerate  them  and  preserve  an  appear- 
ance of  an  army,  which  will  at  least  have  an  elTect  to 
encourage  the  desponding  here  ;  and  as  to  the  other, 
you  will  doubtless  represent  to  them»  that  in  duty 


'  Oa  the  diy  before  GrsjrMui  hid  vrilicn  Id  Lee :  "  Hii  Excellcacy  think* 
tl  »<nU  bt  ftiviMble  ui  you  lo  remove  the  iroop^  und^r  your  command  on  rhit 
lidt  of  tba  North  Rtv«r,  uid  thcic  wait  fgi  furihci  onlcn," 
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and  gratitude  their  service  is  due,  wherever  the  enemy 
make  the  greatest  impression^  or  seem  to  intend  so 
to  do.    * 


*  < 


*  Lee  Rplfod  10  R«e<SOinthG>tii:  ''Wlthdnwingovrtrrapi  from  hence  ivouM 
be  «tlGti(UJ  with  looic  Ycry  hcrioni  coniet^ucncci,  which  at  pwicnt  would  be 
lediout  lo  cnumcnUe/'  Hui  he  did  order  Heith  lonendiwo  iVi^^iiund  men  in 
croi«  the  river,  an  ord«f  vhich  llcath  very  propeity  decUncd  10  oti^,  |>IcA(ljn£ 
the  pcuitivc  initmctioni  civm  him  by  Wftihin^cloin,  "  8y  your  mode  of  rc±- 
voniAg,"  rclort«d  Let,  "  the  GeoerKri  iojunctions  «rc  to  binding  ihat  not  * 

BkCtlt  must  be  broke  thiough  for  tbo  ulBaiion  of  the  Gcncitl  lad  Uic  *nay.*' 
Ltf  Ut  fl^itlh,  33  Knvrtnhcr,  177&-  To  ihK  l!*alh  replied  :  "  Be  my  mode  of 
ttiioning  u  it  may.  I  conceive  ii  my  duty  lo  obey  ray  imiructionv  .  .  .  The 
Iciut  recommeiidalJon  from  btco  [WaihingtonJ.  lo  mE&rch  my  diviMon  or  uiy 
ptrl  of  (h«n,  over  the  river.  Uiould  have  been  inilantly  obtyecJ,  Ailhout  wnit- 
iTi|-  ioi  A  podtive  order.  ,  .  .  I  Jtlujl  iirlctly  abide  by  them  \)i\%  intftrutttornn] 
utYtil  Ib^y  an  luunteniianded  in  Kuch  inAnn*r,  k&  wiJl  juvtify  a  dvviat^on  from 
ihcm.  tu  him  who  inUmcied  me,  and  lo  (h«  wqrtd."  Ht^th  i&  Ltt,  34  Novem- 
ber. 177^,  "I  bcnt  Ketih  ordenio  rr«n$p<jrt  two  (houuad  mert  across  the 
fivei  .  .  .  bul  Qui  ipeai  m^n  fu  1  might  have  cxpccird)  intrenched  him* 
«lt  behind  Che  letter  of  hU  Lnitruction!^  and  refused  to  part  uiih  \  MngLc  tile, 

Iho'  1  ubdcclm^  to  rcplncc  'em  with  it  pnH  of  my  OKtj,"  /n-  ie  Woikin^tm^. 
^  Novpmbvr^  \'i^h.  \V»biTig(on  infnnnRd  HeAth  on  the  »£<h  Ihat  he  never 
meant  10  take  iroopH  from  Hcaih'i  diriniou,  Lee^s  kltcr  to  Hcaib  oJ  (he  36th 
khould  be  read,  and  aUo  Heath 'k  Mi^oifs^  under  date  November  joih, 

Lee  left  in  command  of  the  iroop^  on  the  eatl  side  of  Ehc  If  udbon.  hej^n  lo 
luantcuvie  for  %s\  ludcpcnieiit  cuuiuiand  even  at  the  cobi  of  tupcncdin^  Waih- 
iitgtoii-  The  conlidence  reposed  ii>  him,  hi*  >UG«eu  el  the  South,  the  rtad^  cxpr^i- 
«ion  of  hi»  TiewH,  and  hU  uiiduouft  courting  of  prominent  memhen  in  ihe  Con- 
liaemal  and  Stele  CongrosCK  had  given  riMr  10  an  cKOggeraicd  opinion  of  hifi 
military  ability ;  and  f  onAtine  upon  this  opinion,  fostered  by  the  flattery  of  in- 
jiidiaoui  fnend)  and  admirers,  be  vav  bolding  up  befort  htm  the  succession  tio 
Washin^on.  On  the  fall  of  Fort  Lee.  Kced  Hrde  hini  .  "  1  Lave  lomc  ftddl>- 
lionol  reaH>nf  for  witHng  mi?tf  eornetdy  to  hn^e  you  where  Ehc  prinHpnl  ffene 
of  ftaion  ii  laid.  I  do  not  mean  to  flatter  or  praise  vou  at  ihe  eipensc  of  any 
other,  but  I  confcH  I  Jo  think  it  is  entirely  owing  to  you  that  this  onny,  and 
the  hlieriicsol  America,  bo  far  ai  they  are  dependent  on  it.  are  not  totally  cut 
tifT.  You  Live  detiMoii,  Ji  cjuality  often  wanted  iu  miuda  otherwise  ^aluvbU. 
.  .  .  Cv^ry  tnembvr  of  ih*  family,  A«  offieera  and  coldi«e«  generally,  have 
a  ooilfid#ac«  in  yon— the  «nemy  constantly  inquire  wheit  yoa  are.  and  leem  to 
bt  iMi  ^OnljdctLt  when  you  ore  present. "  Continuing,  he  atlnbuted  the  lo^s  of 
Fort  Wathingion  to  the  vtate  of  ^uapen^e  in  which  \VubingCon  wok  thrown  by 
the  advJcc  of  General  (fieene.     "  Qh  !  Genei^,  an  IndeclfJve  mfnd  i«  one  of 
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TO   GOVERNOR    LIVINGSTON,    NEW   JERSEY. 

Aqvackv(onk  Bi^iixiK,  31  Nc»icBb«r,  177& 

Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  arrived  at  this  place  with  Gen- 
eral Beall's  and  General  Heard's  brigades  from  Mary* 
land  and  Jersey,  and  part  of  General  Ewing's'  from 
Pennsylvania.     Three  other  reg^iments,  left  to  guard 

fte  £Teatc»i  misfortunes  ihai  can  befal  an  trmy  ;  how  often  hate  !  lamcninl  \X 
41^  CAiapAz^,  All  circanuiJtncct  coTuidercd,  wv  Arc  in  a  very  «wful  And 
dumiot  siEufllioa-H^ne  thit  nquirtt  the  utmoit  wisdom  and  HimnesB  of  mind. 
As  »30Ck  AS  the  mtoQ  will  admit,  T  think  }X)iinctf  and  lomc  olhm  khould  go  to 
Coa^v  and  form  ihi:  pln-n  c>f  Ihc  new  annjr,  point  miC  ihfir  dcfrcli  to  Ihtrci, 
Md  it  toAj  pOMibly  (i«et»il  on  ttLcm  to  lenil  tf;cir  wtiolc  iticntion  to  th^  grot 
■•bjMl,  even  lu  the  eacliaion  of  every  »(hcr." 

Thii  iBJwIirinuh  Iflltr,  u1dreu«d  (o  >  viin  nun.  roiilil  nrit  hut  ftjiil#r  htm, 
Lm  tvpiivd  0*1  ihc  X4tH  .  "  Lamml  with  yoii  tbat  faul  indccL^lon  of  mind 
■Udt  i>  war  b  a  much  greater  cli»[|ualificAtbft  ihdA  stupidity,  or  c\«n  w«nl  of 
pOWfktl  cour^^ ;  acddciil  may  put  a  dccUlve  blunderer  in  (he  ri|[fat,  but 
cieraal  defeat  and  mihCAiriitgc  rou^l  aiiE»d  the  man  of  the  beit  pacta  Jf  curved 
vith  todccukio.  ^     .      ]  cmlv  wait  mywif  for  this  bu»4neu  1  Rioition   of 

Kofcn  A»dCo^  bdn^over,  ihatJ  th«n  Ay  to  yoy:  for  1oconf«»iiiru[h, )  tc«Ily 
lU&k  oar  chlvl  win  do  httxei  »nh  me  than  without  me,"  This  teller  wav  rt- 
tt^td  bA  hcadqnartcn  when  Reed  w^  ahfteni  at  Burlington,  aiid  wa&  opened 
fay  WMfatnpoii  under  the  behel  that  u  wa&  ot  3  public  DAlure.  Ibit  cbanc« 
<onU  KM  hot  tenre  kn  uoplc^uni  iuiprchiii>ii  <>u  the  cnind  of  the  CcticnO.  who 
Kni  lh«  letter  ro  R<«4l,  and  nilbaul  a  word  of  r«|>roAch.  Fnpljained  fhe  rircuni- 
lumect  tkathai  mode  him  )ce  nhat  "neither  Inclinarion  nor  bteation  vould 
hive  prompted  m«  to."  In  177?  R«ed  imdfrttiook  to  expUin  the  matter.  Mying 
that  hit  own  kCter  to  Lee  had  '*  led  to  exprerniomi  and  in  amwet  which  muit 
hiiv«  bon  diMpprovcd  by  you,  and  whidi  1  wan  fir  from  eJip^ciing/'  S«c 
I^i4tjiyjiiii  /#  fiffti.  14  J«t»«.  1777' 

1ft  the  meiuiffhilc  Lee  nas  pursaias  >  p(>hcT  catcnbtH  to  advance  himt«lf. 
To  Gowmor  O>o1ie  hp  wTolt  on  December  7th:  "Theory  joined  to  pmclk-e. 
or  s  bcsveo-boni  ccnio*.  can  alone  ccmitilutc  1  gcnemK  Ai  to  Ihc  Uticr,  God 
Almichty  indul|:ci  the  world  very  rarely  wttTi  Uio  bp«clac1c  ,  and  1  do  not  know, 
fiom  whai  I  Ivive  icen,  llial  he  hat  been  more  profuK  of  thia  ethercml  apjrit  to 
iW  Ai*rri4:*n«  than  1<i  nrhsr  nntinnt," 

'  }amm  Ewing,  who  had  wrrcd  in  the  Braddock  expodilfOD.  and  had  been 
«(tct*d  on  4  Jnly.  177O,  a  bHgitdlcr-gcuvr«L  of  the  fnia^ylvania  militia.  Hi* 
ttWia  hm  lutttted  ai  the  handb  of  hiitorian^  ,    Mar%hatk  &|-«l]t  il   /rviru  ;  Wil- 
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the  passes  upon  Mackinsac  River,  and  to  serve  as 
covering  parties,  are  expected  up  this  evening.  After 
the  unfortunate  loss  of  Fort  Washington,  it  was  de- 
termined  to  evacuate  Fort  Lee  in  a  great  measure, 
as  it  was  in  a  manner  useless  in  obstructing  the  pas- 
sage of  the  North  River,  without  the  assistance  of 
Fort  Washington.  The  animunition  and  some  other 
Stores  were  accordingly  removed ;  but,  before  we 
could  effect  our  purpose,  the  enemy  landed  yesterday 
morning,  in  very  considerable  numbers*  about  six 
miies  above  the  fort.  Their  intent  evidently  was  to 
form  a  line  across,  from  the  place  of  their  landing  to 
Hackinsac  Bridge*  and  thereby  hem  in  the  whole 
garrison  between  the  North  and  Hackinsac  Rivers. 
However  we  were  lucky  enough  to  gain  the  bridge 
before  them ;  by  which  means  we  saved  all  our  men, 
but  were  obliged  to  leave  some  hundred  barrels  of 
flour,  most  of  our  cannon,  and  a  considerable  parcel 
of  tents  and  baggage. 

Finding  we  were  in  the  same  danger  of  being  pent 
up  between  Hackinsac  and  Passaic  Rivers,  that  we 
had  been  between  the  North  and  Hackinsac;  and 
finding  the  countr)\  from  its*  levelness  and  openness, 
unfit  for  making  a  stand,  it  was  determined  to  draw 
the  whole  of  our  force  over  to  this  side  of  the  river, 
where  we  can  watch  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
without  danger  of  their  surrounding  us  or  making  a 
lodgment  in  our  rear.  But,  a&  our  numbers  are  stil! 
very  inadequate  to  that  of  the  enemy,  I  imagine  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  fall  down  towards  Brunswic,  and 
form  a  junction    with  the   troops,  already  in   that 
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quarter,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Stirling.  As 
the  tenn  of  the  enlistment  of  the  Flying  Camp,  be- 
longing to  Jersey.  Pennsylvania,  and  Marjiand,  is 
near  expiring,  it  will  occasion  so  great  a  diminution 
of  my  army,  that  I  submit  it  to  your  judgment, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  you  to  call  to- 
gether such  a  number  of  militia,  as,  in  conjunction 
with  the  troops  I  shall  have  left,  will  scr\'c  to  cover 
the  country  and  stop  the  progreits  of  the  enemy,  if 
they  should  attempt  to  penetrate.  If  the  weather 
continues  favorable,  I  am  apprehensive  that  they  will 
attempt  to  make  amends  for  the  slowness  of  their 
operations  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  1  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


^"ThesatttOliMi  of  our  affttnii  truly <Tilic4t,ttn^«achftir«qiiiTCTnncoinmon 
etctlioni  DO  ovr  pairi^  Frocn  iha  Tnovan«ntit  of  ihc  rncmy,  ad^  ihc  infcrai«< 
don  we  luTQ  recfliTod,  thrjr  ceftiinlj  irJl  aukc  %  pu^  to  [hjikm  thcmBcIvra  oE 
thb  pari  of  tbc  Jcncp.  In  t^nJc«  llial  jmu  may  be  fiillj  m^^f^t^  of  iw  iff«ik- 
■■Ht  asd  of  Ihs  iHC«wty  then  it  of  our  oblaiainc  wtXj  tucion,  I  Tuv*,  by  Ik* 
•dfioe  of  llw  itcacnJ  offioei^  hcrv,  directed  General  Mifflm  to  waJt  on  you.  Ho 
UinlbDAtvlj  Acqiuinifd  with  our  urcunitULccs,  uid  wUI  reprcMnt  ihcm  bcil^r 
ihKii  my  hsrried  i^Ulc  vilL  allow.     .     .    . 

'*  Botore  t  couclude,  [  would  mcpUon.  if  an  drly  ind  Immediate  (apply  of 
Boacycoald  bcsviil  loMr  DaIIud  tc  ^ay  Ilic  FlyingCunfiiroopt.  ii  mig^ihikvcA 
hapfy  f^eci.  Thty  WOUld  EuhUft  Ihirmulvn  comfortably  on  their  return,  and 
provide  ci^my  neccMatio  o(  which  they  «ec  in  ercat  wuil ;  and,  monover,  it 
al^bt  be  tile  meant  of  inducing  many,  after  ledng  their  fri^d»,  Eo  engage 
tfala,  1  cupected,  on  coming  here,  to  hare  met  with  many  of  Ihe  miJttia.  but 
$ml  from  tm^uiry  that  Ihctv  no  Dot  o>orc  ttun  fmm  (aur  (o  iivc  hundtid  at  itie 
dUeieai  poiia."  — H^'4'«W'^"  f^  thf  Pntidrmt  nf  Ct^grtu,   vy   Novnober, 

R»d  was  Mut  into  New  Jenicj  lOfipliin  the  lilaiiion  lo  Governor  Livinf-it^D. 

When  (•eiionl  Mifflia  arHvrd  In  f  hUadclphia,  lie  AppcniCLl  penonally  before 
CaBgnVa  at  llie  rtquett  of  ili^  body,  uud  ^avc:  Curihcr  ftc^otiuii  ol  the  tt^lc  uf 
tfcc  waay  And  Ike  iwn  of  die  Coiumjuid«r-ifi-^iiflF.  Gcnonl  MiflUn  wxu  likc^ 
■tM  reqaoccd  by  CoM|pta»  bo  rtmnin  m  PhUidelphia,  until  hii  aLtonJ4nce  \\\ 
cuap  sbovU  be  rrqniied  by  HeneraJ  WAthia|pon,  ami  to  u«c  hia  eieritoni  and 
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TO    MAJOR-OeNERAL    LEK. 

Nbwarc,  34  November,  1776, 

Deak  SrR, 

By  the  negligent  and  infamous  conduct  of  the  post 
rider,  the  Eastern  mail  of  Friday  was  brought  to 
Hackeni>ac  and  there  stopped  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Supposing  it  may  have  contained 
some  letters  from  you  of  a  public  nature,  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  give  you  the  earliest  notice,  that 
you  may  guard  against  any  advantages  the  enemy 
may  expect  to  derive  from  the  accident 

I  perceive  by  your  letter  to  Col.  Reed»  that  yon* 
have  entirely  mistaken  my  views  in  ordering  troops 
froni  Gen-  Heath's  division  to  this  quarter.  The 
posts  and  passes  in  the  Highlands  are  of  such  infinite 
importance  that  they  should  not  be  subjected  to  the 
least  possible  degree  of  risic  Col  Reed's  second 
letter  wtii  have  sufficiently  explained  my  intention 
upon  this  subject,  and  pointed  out  Co  you  that  it  was 
your  division  which  I  wanted  and  wish  to  march.  As 
the  enemy  have  possessed  themselves  of  the  usual 
route  of   Dobbs   Ferry  and    Hackensac,  it  will  be 

influcQCC  10  nitc  Uoopft  in  the  dtj  ftnd  n«ighbodng  counttch  \^t  {mmc^iatcly 
ninfftrcinc  the  Anny. 

The  rCAoIuiioiih  Jidoplci  by  Toni^eu  arc  lo  1>«  found  in  the  y&HmaU,  No- 
vcin^irr  i%'Ci\,  a6Ui,  and  30th, 

In  com]jli&ncc  wuh  il  resolve  of  Congress.  General  WMhinBton  wrote  to 
<jciicfiit  Sdmykr  uii  ihc  «6lli  of  NoTooiber,  dii«<ling  hi«D  Ld  und  dovn  from 
Ihc  ariny  iw  (ht  northern  depanrarn*  Ihr  rpnrnyKnnia  inri  Vpw  Jcrt^  iTiVjp*. 
wilb  orden  to  \t>\a  the  main  ftrmy.  After  the  relreil  of  Sir  Guy  CtrlcLon  *rom 
Crown  Point,  irveraJ  recimenCt  hnd  bcon  («nt  bjr  General  CrJitn  from  Trcon- 
drrfii^  10  Albany,  and  thetc  continur^d  Iht^ir  marcb  (l>  Ihc  Jcrnoya.  Seven 
rei^ineiLtv  wen  Itiu«  d«i[iai(hcd.  four  uf  which  joined  Gcncrsl  Lev  in  thdr 
prot^PtH,  and  Iha  othvrlhrHi  marchad  by  a  mora  inlanor  routa,  till  rh#y  tv^hfd 
Ihc  main  army  on  th<  Dtlawan. 
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nccessarj'  for  you  to  choose  some  back  way  in  which 
you  and  your  troops  may  come  secure.  I  doubt  not 
they  will  try  to  intercept  you  if  this  prucauuoii  is  not 
used,  and  therefore  have  been  induced  to  mention  it. 
I  would  also  mention  the  necessity  of  my  hearing 
frequently  from  you  in  the  course  of  your  march,  in 
order  to  a  due  regulation  of  matters,  and  that  I  may 
know  how  to  conduct  myself,     I  am  &c. 

P,  S-  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  20th  and 
feel  with  you  the  distresses  of  the  army  for  want  o( 
necessary  cloathing  and  covering,  I  have  pointed 
this  out  to  Congress  several  times.  How  to  remedy 
it,  I  know  not.  From  the  number  of  prizes  taken  at 
the  eastward,  I  should  suppose  the  troops  from  thence 
could  have  been  much  better  provided  with  neces- 
saries than  from  the  more  southern  Stales,  where 
they  have  not  the  same  advantages  of  an  open 
navigation.' 

'  "  I  viule  yuu  lliU  (uuriuu|>  xJl  l)ie  i^iuliitljililir.  tliii  vine  uf  j^vyrlvUo  10 
mt  luiiJ  fslUn  w<tb  iKl-  mat!  icid)  rhe  rnemy'*  han^lt.  My  jipprvhtHaEoiK  oil 
ll«(  hatpd  have  been  untc  lOiihrmcdH  hy  <Ui«ct  inivllicfncc  from  vhfir  camp.  I 
ttt  tnf4>tmMl.  iti3<  9k  Utter  from  yoii  h  c^inlidcriily  ^id  to  havr  com?  lo  Ihdr 
hjoiilt,  And  Eluc  motkurct  ojc  ukiiig  to  micrccpl  youi  uikrch,  To  prn^ni 
ilKMi  from  effecting  thi4  utrjecl,  I  have  judged  li  pioper  lo  acqiialne  you  of  ihl( 
Mcidcnl^  Mid  ol  ih«r  dtsigii :  ai  the  itme  rim*  1  mvul  rcquoi,  tb*t  you  wiU 
ule«  c*cfy  prcotution  lo  come  by  m  itfe  And  iccure  ri>ule.  1  am  tuld.  by  ihotc 
«4d  IflTc  An  ioimiflle  knowledge  of  the  country,  th«l,  nfter  you  ]<«vc  Havct. 
«Cm«r.  tbe  wtBlcni  rood  by  Knkral  nil]  be  proper  \m  ycu  to  take  ;  Imt  I  will 
not  mdcrtalie  t«  pmcribc  any  one  in  pftrtk'ulu,  only  obipnin^  Ihil  jou  will 
by  ajf  nu»ni  keep  bctirecta  the  rn<niy  and  the  laoiUnUini.  ...  I  need 
ndl  urw  thp  Bprv^wLfy  of  jniif  jpinjng  intplligrnrp  nf  itip  i>iifniy\  irtualtoii.  iri 
Ifte  oo<me  of  your  mircK  I  will  be  »1ent  on  thai  hrd'i.  nor  ncfd  I  mentiOiCL 
tic    pn3pn07  of   your  tending  (rr^iucrit   ctprcMo.   to  adviif   oE    your  up- 

"  P>  S.    Tlie  aprcttCA  thculd  come  by  tbc  wEhtern  ruad.  OLhrrwiw  Uipy  m&y 
faQ  U  inili  Ifae  efieiny."— f^'iir4Mf^J>i  ^  Gtatrai  Ijt,  34  NoternbfiT,  1776, 
"I   h3«<  noCiinu   in   p^rlicobr   tu  Kilviar  ycu   of  rviipectinj  the  Enemy, 
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to  major-general  lee- 

Dear  Sibc^ 

I  last  night  received  the  favor  of  your  Letter  of 
the  ^5tK  My  former  Letters  were  so  full  and  eic- 
plicit,  as  to  the  necessity  of  your  marching  as  early 
as  possible,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  more  on 
that  Head-  I  confess  I  expected  you  would  have 
been  sooner  in  motion.  The  force  here,  when  joined 
by  yours,  will  not  be  adequate  to  any  great  opposi* 
tion.  At  present  it  is  weak  ;  and  it  has  been  more 
owing  to  the  badness  of  the  weather,  that  the  enemy's 
progress  has  been  checked,  than  to  any  resistance 
we  could  make.  They  are  now  pushing  this  way  ; 
part  of  em  have  passed  the  Passaic,  Their  plan 
is  not  entirely  unfolded,  but  I  shall  not  be  surprised, 
if  Philadelphia  should  turn  out  the  object  of  their 
movement.  The  distress  of  the  troops  for  want 
of  cloathes  I  feel  much;  but  what  can  I  do  ?  Hav- 
ing formed  an  enterprise  against  Rogers,  &c-,  I  wish 
you  may  have  succeeded.     I  am.  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

I^RUNAWTc,  30  Norember.  1776- 

Sir* 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  26th, 
and  with  the  enclosures,  by  which  I  perceive  the 

more  than  Uut  ihej  ire  aclvancirig  thin  way — pan  of  'cm  have  panMd  the 
PajhjcU  4nd  I  tupiiouc  the  m«in  boil}'  ihat  they  have  on  Ihia  hiile  the  North 
River  voulil  have  flonr  the  uimc  liefare  ti<^w.  at  thty  are  i?:tinlM£  ^"a,  had  Iheir 
pro|rteiB  not  been  reiarded  by  the  ncathcr,  which  has  been  lainy  for  bevcr«] 
dayi  put-  I  have  Sconta  and  itclftchments  constantly  out  U>  hcuriu  Chen  and 
wAtch  iheir  moiioiu  and  lo  gjun,  ii  pooibb,  intdtigcnce  ol  their  deugiu," 
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measures  that  have  been  adopted  for  forwarding  a 
reinforcement  of  militia.  Their  arrival  is  much  to 
be  wished,  the  situation  of  our  affairs  being  truly 
alarming,  and  such  as  demands  the  earliest  aids.'  As 
General  Miffiins  presence  may  have  a  happy  influ- 
ence on  the  dispofiition  and  temper  of  many  of  the 
Associators,  I  shall  not  direct  his  return  so  long  as 
he  can  be  done  without,  and  till  it  becomes  indiir 
pensabty  ncccssarj'/  On  Tliursday  morning  I  left 
Newark,  and  arrived  here  yesterday  with  the  troops 
that  were  there.  It  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  gen- 
erals, who  were  with  me.  that  a  retreat  to  this  place 
was  requisite,  and  foundt^d  in  necessity,  as  our  force 
was  by  no  means  sufficient  tc  make  a  stand,  with  the 
least  probability  of  success,  ;igainst  an  enemy  iiuicli 
superior  in  numbers,  and  whose  advanced  guards 
were  entering  the  town  by  the  time  our  rear  got  out 
It  was  the  wish  of  all  to  have  remained  there  longer, 
and  to  have  halted  before  we  came  thus  far  ;  but, 
upon  due  consideration  of  our  strength^  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  enlistment  of  a  great  part  of 
our  little  force,  and  the  frequent  advices,  that  the 
enemy  were  embarking  or  about  to  embark  another 
detachment  (or  Statcn  Island,  with  a  view  of  landing 

*  Tlw  uaocUion  in  ihc  cit]r  and  Ubvrti«  ol  Phlladflpliit.  And  la  Ihc  cran- 
tin  of  PhiladfJpId^  Dackt,  C>i«ilvr,  and  Northampcou,  «orr  to  1}«  ullvd  oui^ 
10  wrvc  for  in  weeki  from  the  timf  of  joinJog  Ihe  army,  unl^ia  tooncr  dit 
^i(«d,  Tht  Ufiniaa  bkllalion  wu  alio  onlercd  lo  join  WAhhiiifton.  Tbit 
Older  v«»  ciniiiC«nnuidod  on  ihe  3T(h,  buL  wu  agiiu  renewed  on  Decenb«T 
Itf,  tMiif  d«kar  uiting  In  oUfing  mil  ibe  abkociaion, 

*On  ihe  *Slh  ■  mcdini;  c>f  the  Oiucidl  »E  f^iifcLy  jiid  Auembly  waaheld  m\ 
Ar  Slatf  Koiiv,  *ii!i  llaviJ  KitttnhmiKn  pr«»'4inf;  MAnlmll  rrporlt  tluL 
**  li^  iakI  l>cn,  MHIlin  hjhiLc  aAJmittifly  plcahiiii-.  wf]l4:li  |*lvc  ^rm  >4li)f)u:' 
ti<*L"     Sc<  Miffitn  lo   H^at^tv/ion,  ad  Sovtmbcr,  177&;   Fwce,  AirurUaK 
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at  Amboy  to  cooperate  with  this,  which  seemed  to  be 
confirmttd  by  the  information  of  some  persons,  who 
came  from  the  island,  that  they  were  collecting  and 
Impressing  all  the  wagons  they  could  find,  it  was 
judged  necessary  to  proceed  till  we  came  here,  not 
only  10  prevent  their  bringing  a  force  to  act  upon 
our  front  and  rear,  hut  also  that  we  might  be  more 
convenient  to  oppose  any  troops  they  might  land  at 
South  Amboy,  which  may  be  conjectured  to  be  an 
object  they  had  in  view.  This  conjecture,  too,  had 
probability  and  some  advices  to  support  it' 

I  hoped  we  should  meet  with  large  and  early  suc- 
cors by  this  time  :  but  as  yet  no  great  number  of  the 
miiitia  of  this  State  has  come  in  ;  nor  have  I  much 
reason  to  expect,  that  any  considerable  aid  will  be 
derived  from  the  counties,  which  He  beyond  this 
river,  and  in  which  the  enemy  are.  Their  situation 
will  prevent  it  in  a  great  measure  from  those  parts 
where  they  are,  provided  the  inclinations  of  the  peo- 
ple were  good  Added  to  this,  I  have  no  assurances, 
that  more  than  a  very  few  of  the  troops  composing 
the  Flying  Camp  will  remain  after  the  time  of  their 
engagement  is  out ;  so  far  from  it,  I  am  told,  that 
some  of  General  Ewings  brigade,  who  stand  engaged 
to  the  isi  of  Januarj',  are  now  going  away.  If  those 
go  whose  service  expires  this  day,  our  force  will  be 
reduced  to  a  mere  handful.  From  intelligence  re* 
ceived  this  morning,  one  division  of  the  enemy  was 

■  '■  ftet^'tJ.  1'lur  C^mf'ral  WAthtugton  b*  rnfAmteJ  that  he  lini  the  full 
tpprobfttlon  of  Caii£Te»  10  ofdcr  the  Iroop*  on  the  c&tl  sjile  of  Hudarin'K 
river  ov^r  to  the  wni  ifdc  of  that  Klvcr.  whenever  he  ihalt  Ihink  Ic  a>n<luciv7 
10  th«  pubJic  E«r*ic«>o  lo  d«." — yotwif^Is  0/ drnp-tss,  x  Ueccnbe),  1776. 
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advanced  last  night  as  far  a^  Kli7ahethtown,  and  that 
some  of  their  quartermasters  had  proceeded  about  four 
or  five  miles  on  this  side,  to  provide  bams  for  their 
accommodaiiorL  Other  accounts  say  another  divi- 
sion,  composed  of  Hessians,  are  on  the  road  through 
Springfield,  and  are  reported  to  have  reached  that 
place  last  night.  I  do  not  know  how  far  their  views 
extend  ;  but  1  doubt  not,  that  they  mean  to  push 
every  advantage  resulting  from  the  small  number  and 
stale  of  our  troops.  I  early  began  to  forward  part 
of  the  stores  from  this  place  towards  Philadelphia, 
Many  are  gone  ;  the  rest  we  are  moving,  and  hope 
lo  secure,     I  am,  &c.' 

P.  S-  1  have  wrote  to  Govn  Livingston  who  13 
exerting  himself  :o  throw  in  every  assistance  and  to 
have  guards  placed  ac  the  ferries  to  prevent  the 
return  of  the  soldiers  who  arc  not  discharged* 

'  D|r  &  <k«fut<h  from  GtociBl  Hove,  ^HUd  Ntfvnabcr  sotb,  it  would  fippc.>ip 
IfcaC  li  wu  not  kU  cifvcialton  Tn  cto%*  l!i#  rVlavar*  Hiirin|t  Thr-  pr^tmi  rt,m* 
p«£iL  He  comidcrcd  11  encntul  lo  ([ain  a  footing  in  "Styr  Jcisfv,  vhvre  hi; 
mi^kl  qvarler  a  lAr^<  body  til  troo|>v  for  llic  winter,  viUi  thff  ulvBntAge  of 
otaaining  tbdm,  farac^.  iiul  frvKli  iiro^Uiijnfi,  In  ihe  t.nmc  ilr^paich  h«pro- 
poM^  a  plan  for  Ihc  ncii  c«tjiij«i^ii,  in  Avliith  he  conlcjiipUlcJ  ct1vna£T«  op«ra- 
|M«B|  All  iBfunioD  iato  Klio<!«  lUsiid  «nd  M4&:>4cliiuie(  r^  and  it  pouibla  thi 
pnTmm  of  Bottmi.  an  uccnt  U]>  eIiv  North  River  \\>  A\hvi.ny,  Attt\  jiii  ailACt 
on  PbilAddplda  and  VirjiinU  m  ihr  autumn.  To  cfTtcl  (hit  scheme  he  required 
tlirty-6vc  Ihotuaiul  m<n.  The  raplcL  rctrecii  of  ihc  American  army  acrou  Vew 
/crtcT  l?(*e  him  (ruh  bopcs  of  further  succeuei,  bui  ihcie  were  defeated  by 
t^battk  <A  TreoiOD,  Mvaniime  )ie  tuggc&ltd  anoihcr  plio  l«  ibe  minUtet, 
r«i  Ihc  ncxi  eaiApiaigii.  which  had  foi  iu  chief  objeci  the  nduciion  of  Penn- 
■)lvaAla-  The  want  of  iBffidcnl  remforcemcnii  from  Gteat  Briiain  prcrenlcJ 
cilhet  of  them  frora  bting  put  into  CKecution  icconling  lo  the  ori^niLl  d^^iign. 
}kM  Sir  WUIiain  flowed  A^irr^fiw.  p.  9.  Almon't  /'ariiAmfntary  A'tgiiUr, 
«J.  li..  pp.  3&)-  JI'* 

'  **  Tlie  t>ni«  of  G*fl«ral  Hrard'h  htiji^ALlv  oJ  ftying  catnpntn  fof  thU  Slate 
and  thai  of  Geami  Bealc's  from  Marylaml  eipt^ei  loday.  10  thai  the  araiy 
«tl,  by  iftat  meant  mMtt  a  c^n^idcrtblc  diniixiutioiL     But  what  h  &tiU  yone. 
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TO   THE    BOARD    OK   WAR. 

HtAD-QUAKTKKi.  BfcUffiiWlC.  30  N'ovCmbCT,  I776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favore 
of  the  i8th  19th  and  23d  Instant^  which  from  the 
un&ettlcd  Situation  of  our  AfTairs,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  answer  before. 

That  of  the  i8th  incloses  a  List  of  Stores  taken 
in  the  Hancock  and  Adams  Continental  Ship,  :ind 
carried  into  Dartmouth  in  New  England,  with  a  Re* 
solve  of  Congress  to  deliver  the  Muskets,  Powder,^ 
Lead  and  Flintb  to  my  order.  As  the  other  Articles 
of  the  Cargo  will  be  full  as  useful  to  the  army,  as 
those  included  in  the  Resolve.  I  would  advise,  that 
Directions  be  given,  to  have  the  whole  Cargo  re- 
moved from  Dartmouth  to  some  secure  place  in  the 
Neighborhood  of  Philadelphia  and  there  deposited 
till  called  for.  It  is  by  no  means  proper  that  so  great 
a  Quantity  of  military  stores  should  be  lodged  with 
the  Army  especially  at  present,  as  we  know  not  tO' 
day  where  we  shall  be  obliged  to  remove  tomorrow, 
and  that  will  in  all  probability  be  the  Case,  while 
the  Enemy  continue  with  a  Light  Army,  on  this  aide 
of  the  North  River.' 


I 


•Itho'  most  of  Che  Pennsrlvuiiftnt  ire  enlisted  dU  the  tin^l  of  Juitury,  1  ani 
informed  thai  lh«)r  arc  deserting  in  great  numbers,  I  therefore  entfCftl  that 
yoQ  would  whitaul  lou  of  time,  give  orders  lo  Lhe  officers  of  militiJ  on  the 
roads  and  the  ferries  over  Ddawarr  lu  ukc  up  Anil  semrr  every  widlcr  \\\%\ 
haa  not  A  rvgul«r  diiohAJgv  or  pftci.  In  nnier  xo  ofFvct  ikij«.  proper  giiArdfc 
ihoiild  be  immcdifllely  poit«d.'*—  WAihin£tan  to  Cawmffr  LwHxstan.  30  Nck- 

^Jfurnafj  of  Con^rtu^  15  Novvnibcr,  1776.  The  H&atock  atui  A^ams, 
boipucl  Smith.  MjuTer,  employed  tn  the  Cuntincnia]  tervke,  had  been  t^kcrn  hj 
bn  Am<r&(a»  privaiecf,  the  Citmf<i/tk  of  Rbcxtc  Iklnnd,  comniAniltd  Xty  Timnthj 
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In  answer  to  that  part  of  yours  of  the  19th,  in 
which  you  ask  my  advice  as  to  the  propriety  of  en- 
listing prisoners  of  war,  I  would  just  observCt  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  neither  consistent  with  the  nilcs  of 
war,  nor  politic :  nor  can  I  think,  thai,  because  our 
enemies  have  committed  an  unjustifiable  action,  by 
enticing,  and  in  some  instances  intimidating,  our  men 
into  their  service,  we  ought  to  follow  their  example. 
Before  1  had  the  honor  of  yours  on  this  subject,  1  had 
determined  to  remonstrate  to  General  Howe  on  this 
head.  As  to  chose  few,  who  have  already  enlisted^  I 
would  not  have  them  again  withdrawn  and  sent  in, 
because  they  might  be  subjecled  to  punishment;  but 
I  would  have  the  practice  discontinued  in  future.  Tf 
you  will  revert  to  the  capitulation  of  St,  John's  and 
Chamblee,  you  will  find  an  express  stipulation 
against  the  enlisting  of  the  prisoners  taken  there.  I 
remarked  that  the  enlistment  of  prisoners  was  not  a 
politic  step.  My  reason  is  ihis^  that  in  time  of 
danger  1  have  always  observed  such  persons  most 
backward,  for  fear,  I  suppose,  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  their  former  masters,  from  whom  they 
expect  no  mercy  ;  and  this  fear  they  are  apt  to  com- 
municate to  tlieir  fellow-soldiers.  They  are  also 
most  ready  to  desert  when  any  action  is  expected, 
hoping,  by  carrj'Ing  Intelligence,  to  secure  their 
peace.'     I  met  Captain  Hesketh  on  the  road ;  and,  as 

Pictce,  jud  taken  inio  Bedford-    /euraa/j,  Novcmbci  isthmid  i^ih.     For  a 
llCilc  foUliOl  epuoif  uiaing  out  of  thi\  matut.  vet  CoDWJiy,  Udmttnii  JCttn- 

'  Mftjor  Lu11«r1inh.  n  fomgn  officer,  propoMd  t<t  entiitt  dM«rt«rs  *nrl  priioo- 
vn,  uncniog  &<  pr«c«denU  the  eunplc  of  Ihe  Kins  ^'  PrumA,  tod  the 
pnctiaB  of  the  U»(  wtr. 
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the  situation  of  his  family  did  not  admit  of  delay,  I 
permitted  him  to  go  immediately  to  New  York,  not 
having  the  Ic^ast  doubt  buc  Genera]  Howe  will  make 
a  r(:turn  of  any  ufTicer  of  equal  rank,  who  shall  be 
required     I  am,  &c. 


to  governor  livingston, 

Dear  Sik, 

I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  ;  but,  as  from  every  infer* 
macion  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  their  intent 
seems  plainly  directed  through  this  State,  and  then 
on  to  Philadelphia,  I  cannot  help  calling  on  you,  in 
the  most  urgent  manner,  and  begging  yon  to  fall 
upon  proper  means  to  draw  forth  the  strength  of 
your  province  to  my  support  The  enemy's  advanced 
parties  were  last  night  at  Bonhamtown,  four  milc3on 
this  side  of  Woodbridgc'  They  are  impressing 
wagons  and  horses,  and  collecting  cattle  and  sheep ; 
which  is  a  further  proof  of  their  intent  to  march  a 
considerable  distance.  Unless  my  force,  therefore,  is 
considerably  augmented,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  make  any  stand  at  this  plact:^  when  the  enemy 
advance,  as  I  have  not,  including  General  William- 
son s  militia,  (say  t,ooo)  more  ihar  four  thousand 
men,     The  militia  from  the  counties  of  Morris  and 

'  "  The  dcfencelew  lc(1)J«lun  [«f  New  Jcrtej],  ivlth  Uir^i  Govriiiuf  u  tlieu 
head,  wandered  from  Princeton  to  Burlington,  from  Burlinntou  ia  Pitfirovn, 
from  FitUFown  to  Hiddonficld.  and  Ehcrc.  Anally,  al  ihc  ulmotl  vcrce  of  the 
SUtf,  diutolvfd  ihctnieivci  on  (he  ad  of  December,  leaving  each  member  to 
look  10  hit  ouTi  ufclv,  at  A  momctiL  when  thf  eHor(>  lA  leg?~.<tUtori  would  be  oX 
UU  avuil."— 'Scd^M/ick,  Li/rvf  tyUiiam  Livingiitrn. 
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Sussex  turn  out  slowly  and  reluctantly,  whether  from 
the  want  of  officers  of  spirit  to  encourage  them,  or 
your  summons  not  being  regularly  sent  to  them,  I 
cannot  say  ;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe^  that  there 
has  been  a  deficiency  in  both  cases.  Designing  men 
have  been  purposely  sent  among  them,  to  influence 
some  and  intimidate  others  ;  and,  unless  gentlemen  of 
spirit  and  charact<!;r  will  appear  among  them,  and 
rouse  them,  little  can  be  expected,  I  wrote  to  Gen- 
eral Williamson  last  ntght,  and  pressed  him  to  exert 
himself;  but»  I  have  reason  to  believe,  he  has  not  the 
confidence  of  the  people  so  much  as  could  be  wished. 
My  accounts  of  the  reinforcements,  to  be  expected 
from  Pennsylvania,  are  very  encouraging  ;  but,  from 
the  distance  and  necessary  delays  attending  a  sudden 
march.  1  cannot  look  for  them  under  a  week  or  ten 
days  ;  in  which  time  the  enemy  will  have  reached  the 
Delaware  ;  at  least  if  not  opposed  by  more  than  my 
present  numbers.  General  Lee  is  on  his  march 
down  to  join  me  ;  but.  if  the  enemy  should  throw  in  a 
body  of  men  between  us.  he  will  be  obliged  to  make 
a  considerable  circuit  to  avoid  them.  The  boats  and 
craft,  all  along  the  Delaware  side,  should  be  secured  ; 
particularly  the  Durham  boats  used  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  produce  down  the  river.  Parties  should  be 
sent  to  all  the  landings,  to  have  them  removed  to  the 
other  side,  hauled  up,  and  put  under  proper  guards- 
One  such  boat  would  transport  a  regiment  of  men> 
I  am,  &c/ 


*  On   Nov«n)b«r  ^th   Clw  Council  ol   Stfcly   cf  FhilAddphia  pubLiihed   s. 
tiOtke  wiming  tU  'ho  tioulcf  with  to  avoLiJ  the  "insulth  *nd  oiipreiuuni  of  « 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   LEE. 

Bnusswtc,  1  December*  1776- 

Dear  Sir. 

The  enemy  are  advancing,  and  have  got  as  far  as 
Woodbridgc  and  Amboy,  and,  from  information  not 
to  be  doubted,  they  mean  to  push  for  Philadelphia. 
The  force  1  have  with  me  is  Infinitely  inferior  in 
numbers,  and  such  as  cannot  give  or  promise  the  least 
successful  opposition.  It  is  greatly  reduced  by  the 
departure  of  the  Maryland  Flying  Camp  men,  and  by 
sundry  other  causes/  I  must  entreat  you  to  hasten 
your  march  as  much  as  possible,  or  your  arrival  may 
be  too  late  to  answer  any  valuable  purpose.     Your 

liocaliout  toldiiery  "  ihould  bo  prvparcrl  fo  loflw  Ihtr  dCy  on  x  «bor1  wtrning. 
Tht  ntiTft  th^i  urJTfld  an  Dc<cm^r  3c|.  pUcing  Howe's  armj^  il  Btuufwictt 
and  on  fht  n^ail  lo  PhibHtlphia,  piodiirH  a  pinic,  iiiM  (nr  rlfty*  aficr  fhf  roadi 
were  crowds  wilh  i^ngonit,  and  all  was  hurry  Ami  confu^fion  tn  the  dtr-  Shopi 
w«rc  clt«ed>  schools  "  brok«  up,"  ind  the  inhabitanli  engaged  in  providing  for 
tbeir  owD  lafetj  or  (or  the  defence  of  iho  city, 

'*  In  >  little  lime  Afi«T  t  wrote  yoa  thi^  Evening,  llie  Enemy  Mppearrd  io  tav- 
vral  parti«t  on  (he  Htight*  oppouta  Bmncwtc,  and  w«ra  oilranirtiig  in  ■  larg« 
body  toward}  the  t-ru»Eiii£  place.  Wc  had  a  imart  cunnonadr  whiltit  w<  w«fc 
parading  our  men.  but  vrithijtji  any,  or  huL  lilflc,  loiM  on  either  aid?.  It  being 
irapOKiibk  to  i>ppa3e  ihcin  with  ourprcA«nt  force  with  the  \t^\  priibpcet  of  sac- 
ccai,  wc  ihaJl  retreat  to  the  Wciit  ildc  of  flelawArc  and  have  advanttd  atjout 
eigbt  miles,  where  it  it  hoped  we  »tuit1  meet  a  rein forccm cut  hufiiclcnl  lo  check 
lhc*iT  pnigrm*,  1  bnvr  hrnt  Crtlo.  Hiimpton  forward  [n  toUftcI  ihr  neccttary 
bo*U  for  our  transporution,  nnd  i:oitceive  U  jjropcr  that  llic  Militia  from  Fen- 
tylvariia  ihouU  be  ordered  loward:^  Trenton,  that  they  maj  be  le^dy  to  join  ut. 
and  act  ai  occasion  fttay  r^uirc. 

"  P,  'S.  1  wiih  my  Lcilera  of  yeUerdajr  may  arrlic  lafe.  being  Informed  that 
Ihe  relarn  Eitpre**  who  had  'em  was  LdUng  M*  rime  aod  thcwing  '«ni  on  the 
Road/'^  *K3jA**vitort  to  /^.'  Pr/Adtnt  of  Cangrtu,  I  Dcceenber,  1756.  haJf  put 
leven.  P.M. 

'"Two  brigades  left  u»  at  6runiwick,notwithiLanding  the  enemy  irere  within 
two  hour't  much  and  coming  on.  The  losi  of  ihe»  troops  «tllut  cntiool  ijnw 
reduced  his  Excellent:^  io  the  Dccuoity  lo  order  a  retreat  A^a.  ,  .  .  When 
w<  left  Bmnswicli,  we  had  not  3000 men- "--GInBrrj/  Crftut  ioCinKrtk^C^kt, 
4  December,  177G, 
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route,  nor  the  place  to  join  ne,  I  cannot  particular^ 
izc  In  these  respects  you  must  be  governed  by  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  intelligence  you  receive,  let  the 

(^former  be  secure,     I  hope  to  meet  a  considerable  re- 
inlonrcmcnt  of  Pennsylvania  Associators.      It  is  said 

Lthey  seem  spintcd  upon  this  occasion. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Princktok,  ft  December,  ij^t. 


>IR, 


I  arrived  here  this  morning  with  our  troops  bet^'een 
Eight  ant!  nine  o'clock,  when  I  received  the  Honor  of 
your  Letter  of  the  ist  with  its  inclosures.  When  the 
Enemy  first  landed  on  this  side  the  North  River.  I 
apprehended  that  they  meant  to  make  a  push  this 
way,  and  knowing  that  the  force  which  I  had  was  not 
sufficient  to  oppose  'em.  I  wrote  to  Genl  Lee  to 
cross  with  the  Several  Continental  Regiments  in  his 
division,  and  hoped  he  would  have  arrived  before 
now  ;  by  some  means  or  other  he  has  been  delayed. 
I  suppose  he  has  passed  the  River;  as  his  Letter  of 
the  ?6th  ulto.  mentioned  that  he  had  marched  a 
brigade  ihc  day  before,  and  should  follow  the  next 
himself-'  The  remainder  of  the  Troops^  1  conceived 
necessary  to  guard  the  several  passes  thro'  the  High- 
lands ;  nor  do  1  think  they  can  be  called  from  thence, 
their  number  is  very  small,  being  reduced  to  very 
few  by  the  departure  of  the  Troops  who  stood  engaged 
.till  the  30th  ulto.  •  *  ♦     I  have  &c. 

'  CowiaI  Lee  ii  thh  6s.y  begkoing  to  pAts  (he  Htci  with  hU  dMilot^" — 
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to  the  president  of  congress, 

Sir, 

I  arrived  here  myself  yesterday  morning,  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  having  left  Lord  Stirling  with 
two  bngadt's  at  Princctnn  and  that  neighborhood,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  and  give  notice  of 
their  approach.  1  am  informed,  that  they  had  not 
entered  Brunswic  yesterday  morning  at  nine  o'clock, 
but  were  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rarilon*  Im^ 
mediately  on  my  arrival  here,  1  ordered  the  removal 
of  all  the  military  and  other  stores  and  baggage  over 
the  Delaware  ;  a  great  quantity  is  already  got  over ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  boats  come  up  from  Philadelphia, 
we  shall  load  them  ;  by  which  means  1  hope  to  have 
every  thing  secured  this  night  and  to-morrow,  if  we 
arc  not  disturbed.  After  being  disencumbered  of  my 
l^^g^^  ^nd  stores,  my  future  situation  will  depend 
entirely  upon  circumstances. 

I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  General  Lee  since 
the  26th  of  last  month  ;  which  surprises  me  not  a 
little,  as  I  have  despatched  daily  expresses  to  him, 
desiring  to  know  when  I  might  look  for  him.  This 
makes  me  fearful,  that  my  letters  have  not  reached 
him,  1  am  informed  by  report,  that  General  St-  Clair 
has  joined  him,  with  three  or  four  regiments  from  the 
northward.  To  know  the  truth  of  this,  and  also  when 
I  may  expect  him,  and  with  what  numbers,  I  have 
this  minute    despatched   Colonel    Stewart,    General 

MordmUc- 
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Gates's  ajd^de-camp.  to  meet  General  Lee  and  bring 
mc  an  account/  I  look  out  earnestly  for  the  rein* 
forcement  from  Philadelphia.  I  am  in  hopes,  that, 
if  we  can  draw  a  good  head  of  men  togechcn  it  will 
give  spirits  to  the  miUtia  of  this  State,  who  have  a« 
yet  afforded  me  little  or  no  assistance  ;  nor  can  I  find 
thai  iliey  are  likely  to  do  much.  General  Heard  has 
JLSt  informed  me.  that  a  person,  on  whose  veracity 
he  can  depend,  has  reported  to  him  that  on  Sunday 
last  he  counted  a  hundred  and  seventeen  sail  of  ships 
going  out  of  the  Hook.  You  may  depend  upon  being 
advised  instantly  of  any  further  movement  in  the 
enemy's  army  or  that  of  mine  !  have  the  honor  to 
be.  &c' 

^  Cofiffivftt  srrniH  10  be  as  much  xn  ihc  datk  tbout  Gcrtcml  !«c"i  pUci  tnd 
novencDU  ai  CJcn«i>l  Wuhington,  dndon  rhc  3d  of  December  (he)'  in»lruct<d 
«  Goauiilt(««  "  10  i^ad  an  npr^u  [o  Gettenl  Loe  to  knt^w  vhere  and  Ln  whai 
ftautun  h€  Mid  <hv  trmj  *ith  hun  are/' — Stem  J^urnat,  vol.  i.,  p,  50. 

"I***  jttiit  now(*vwc*J  wiLh7oar  letter  of  Ihc  joih  ultun(>-  lUvlag  wiotc 
jot  NUy  ^Ih  jitf^eHiiy  md  trulay  romrcmiDg  m^  ticuabon^  it  »  uaneceuAfy 
fot  me  to  add  much  ac  (his  lime.  Vou  will  itadlly  af^rce*  thfit  t  hate  nffidenl 
CBflBc  for  my  Aiutcty,  and  (or  wisbiDg  your  amtul  \\  earl)  ai  pcudble.  In  rc< 
■pvct  to  iafiructionft  on  ymr  rouic.  you  mual  be  gci^eniird  by  circomUnoM- 
Tlib  h^  been  ibe  lan|^uaj£c  of  all  a\y  Iciicrrt.  hincc  I  li«d  ucOnioD  (o  call  for 
f  oar  ud.  The  looaer  70U  can  join  m»  wilh  your  div»ion,  tho  saonvr  the  ft^r 
Tic*  will  b«  benefited,  Ai  lobrint-inif  any  of  the  Croo;»  under  General  Kcilh, 
I  caoiKrt  coDAcul  10  ix.  The  pu«u  they  an  al,  tnd  the  pu«a  lhrou|;h  the 
tniUuuk,  bdng  of  the  Btmotl  >nii>0TtAnce,  ihey  mual  he  guarded  by  good 
BCA-  1  «rould  have  you  girt  tti«  licqueni  aidvtcc*  of  yoor  ipproach.  Upon 
peepCF  InfotfmAlian  in  Ihii  liuUnct  machmiv  depends" —  H^aAung/ott  fsA/oftir- 
(ifmrm/  Ut.  3  D*«mbcT.  177&- 

fb  bfa  ktt«r  o<  th«  30th  L«e  had  wrilten :  *'  The  day  tflc/  to  morro«  wc 
dull  pus  th«  nifr,  wtien  t  ihall  be  glad  to  rct^eive  your  insiructi^^ns :  bat  ) 
coald  iruh  you  would  bind  me  u  little  as  poioibk,  nol  from  .any  opinion^  1  do 
MMr«yOB  oJ  my  <n>n  ji&riit  but  from  a  persoAston  (ha[  dcUched  Genenb  can' 
not  kav*  loo  great  litilud#,  onlect  thpy  are  very  tnffim[^lfn(  iod»t)," 

'  "  Lkuienani  Symet  caino  over  to  me  at  Bruniwick  from  Bethlehem  wiihoui 
Ihit  lean  paard  or  CiCovi  and  a  licotcnanl  of  the  k<cvcnlh  fvginicnl  went  through 


TO   THB    PBBSIDEKT   OF   CONGRESS. 


TftKwraat,  s  Dcccmbci.  177^. 

Sir, 

As  nothing  but  necessity  obliged  mc  to  retire  before 
the  enemy,  and  leave  so  much  of  the  Jerseys  unpro- 
tected, I  conceive  it  my  duty,  and  it  corresponds  with 
my  inclination,  to  make  head  against  them  so  soon  as 
there  shall  be  the  least  probability  of  doing  it  with 
propriety.  That  the  country  might  in  some  measure 
be  covered.  I  left  two  brigades  consisting  of  the  five 
Virginia  regiments  and  that  of  Delaware,  containing 
in  the  whole  about  twelve  hundred  men  tit  for  duty, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Stirling  and  General 
Stephen."  at  Princeton,  till  the  baggage  and  stores 
could  cross  the  Delaware,  or  the  troops  under  their 
respective  commands  should  be  forced  from  thence. 
I  shall  now.  having  removed  the  greatest  part  of  the 
above  articles,  face  about  with  such  troops  as  are  here 
fit  for  service,  and  march  back  to  Princeton,  and  there 
govern  myself  by  circumstances  and  the  movements 
of  General  Lee.  At  any  event,  the  enemy's  progress 
may  be  retarded  by  this  means,  if  they  intend  to  come 

onrwhole&miy.  andwaaat  luE  diHcovvntd  by  B  m«naccidBDL  Ho  had  a  pu* 
rrom  tkc  Council  oE  Sftfctjr,  and  tbfti  w&i  oM.  Such  An  irTO|-ii]aj  oteAt  oi  ivC* 
feriTiK  priiiOn«n  lo  go  in  a}oat  must  ht  put  4  ^top  m.  or  Ihri  cnony  will  be  Jut 
w«U  flcquaiAUd  wilh  our  vitnation  at  we  uc  ount^Jvfv  If  (hey  arc  left  at  lib* 
crty  10  chcoM  thvEr  own  route,  the/  witl  aiw»y«  lake  thit  liirua^^h  oui  army  tot 
rcuont  too  obvious  to  mention."— ^c^kiH^t^n  m  tki  H*Ar4  aj  W^r^  4  l>a- 
t^ciube:,  1776- 

'  Central  Adsus  ^1*ph*n,  who  hid  tmely  JQtuad  Uit  umjr  with  ■  dfitachrnvnt 
of  Virfiitkia  uoopa.  wat  th«  Mine  oflTic^r  that  had  Ijcan  a  colonel  midcr  WB*b> 
ington  Ukd  aecond  in  coinmnnil  of  the  Virginia  loicc«  duting  iha  tadt  French 
war,  CoTif^cu  tiad  appointed  him  a  bnjfadict-ecncral  in  the  Continentat  icr- 
Tict  oa  Ibc  4t]i  o'  September- 
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on,  and  the  people's  fears  in  some  measure  quieted, 
if  they  do  noL  Sorry  I  am  to  observe,  however,  that 
the  frequent  calls  upon  the  militia  of  this  State,  the 
want  of  exertion  in  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
country,  or  a  fatal  supinencss  and  insensibility  of 
danger,  till  it  is  too  late  to  prevent  an  evil  that  was 
not  only  foreseen  but  foretold,  have  been  the  causes 
of  our  late  disgraces. 

If  the  militia  of  this  State  had  stepped  forth  in 
season  (and  timely  notice  they  had),  wc  might  have 
prevented  the  enemy's  crossing  the  Hackinsac.  al* 
though  without  some  previous  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  it  was  impossible  to  have  donr  this  at  the 
North  River.  We  might  with  equal  probability  of 
succe^^  Iiave  made  a  ^land  at  Brun^wic  i^xx  the  Rarl- 
ton.  Bui  as  both  these  rivers  were  fordable  in  a 
variety  of  places,  being  knee-deep  only,  it  required 
many  men  to  defend  the  passes ;  and  these  we  had 
not.  At  Haclcinsac  our  force  was  insufficient,  because 
a  part  wa<i  at  Elizabcthtown,  Amboy,  and  Brunswic, 
guarding  a  coasts  which  I  thought  most  exposed  to 
danger  ;  and  at  Brunswic,  because  t  was  disappointed 
in  my  expectation  of  mttitia,  and  because  on  the  day 
of  the  enemy's  approach  (and  probably  the  occasion 
of  it)  the  term  of  the  Jersey  and  Maryland  brigades' 
service  expired ;  neither  of  which  would  consent  to 
stay  an  hour  longer 

These,  among  ten  thousand  other  instances,  might 
be  adduced  to  show  the  disadvantages  of  short  enlist- 
ments, and  the  little  dependence  upon  militia  in  times 
of  real  danger     But.  as  yesterday  cannot  be  recalled. 
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I  will  not  dwt^ll  upon  a  iubjcct,  which,  no  doubt,  h&s 
given  much  uneasiness  to  Congress,  as  well  as  ex- 
treme pain  and  anxiety  to  myself.  My  first  wish  is, 
that  Congress  may  be  convinced  of  the  improprietj- 
of  relying  upon  the  militia,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
rar^iing  a  larger  standing  army,  than  what  they  have 
voted.  The  saving  in  the  article  of  stores,  provisions, 
and  in  a  thousand  other  things,  by  having  nothing  to 
do  with  militia  unless  in  cases  of  extraordinary  exi- 
gency, and  such  as  could  not  be  expected  in  the  com- 
mon course  of  events,  would  amply  support  a  large 
army,  which,  well  officered,  would  be  daily  improv- 
ing, instead  of  continuing  a  destructive,  expensive, 
and  disorderly  mob.  I  am  clear  in  the  opinion,  that 
if  forty  thousand  men  had  been  kept  in  constant  pay 
since  the  first  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  the 
militia  had  been  excused  from  doing  duly  during  that 
period,  the  Continent  would  have  saved  money. 
When  I  reflect  on  the  losses  wc  have  sustained  for 
want  of  good  troops,  the  certainty  of  this  is  placed 
beyond  a  doubt  in  my  mind.  In  such  a  case,  the 
militia,  who  have  been  harassed  and  tired  by  repeated 
calls  upon  them,  and  farming  and  manufactures  in  a 
manner  suspended,  would,  upon  any  pressing  emer- 
gency, have  run  with  alacrity  to  arms  ;  whereas,  the 
cry  now  is,  "  they  may  be  as  well  ruined  in  one  way 
as  another";  and  with  difficulty  they  are  obtained. 
1  mention  these  things  to  show,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
if  any  dependence  is  placed  in  the  militia  another  j-ear. 
Congress  will  be  deceived.  When  danger  is  a  little 
removed  from  them,  they  will   not  turn  out  at  all. 
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When  it  comc3  home  to  them,  the  wcll-affcctcd,  in* 
stead  of  Hying  to  arms  to  defend  chemselves,  are 
busily  employed  in  removing  their  families  and  effects, 
whilst  the  disaffected  are  concerting  measures  to  make 
their  submission,  and  spread  terror  and  dismay  all 
around,  to  induce  others  to  follow  their  example- 
Daily  experience  and  abundant  proofs  warrant  this 
information. 

1  shall  this  day  reinforce  Lord  Stirling  with  about 
twelve  hundred  men,  which  will  make  his  number 
about  two  thousand  four  hundred.  To-morrow  I 
mean  to  repair  to  Princeton  myf^elf,  and  shall  order 
the  Pennsylvania  troops,  who  arc  not  yet  arrived,  ex- 
cept part  of  the  German  battalion  and  a  company  of 
light  infantry,  to  the  same  place. 

By  my  last  advices,  the  enemy  arc  still  at  Bruns- 
wic;  and  the  account  adds,  that  General  Howe  was 
expected  at  Elizabethtow^i  with  a  reinforcement,  to 
erect  the  King's  standard,  and  demand  a  submls^^ion 
of  this  Suite-  I  can  only  give  this  as  a  report, 
brought  from  the  enemy's  camp  by  some  of  the 
country  people.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO   THE    PRKSIDENT   OF    CONGRESS- 

TUKMTOC^-  6    Dc<cail*cr,  1776. 

I  have  not  received  anyiiilelligence  of  the  enemy's 
movements  since  my  letter  of  yesterday.  From 
every  information,  they  still  remain  at  Brunswic,  ex- 
cept some  of  their  parties,  which  are  advanced  a 

^  Read  in  CongTe»  December  (th. 
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small  distance  on  this  side.  To*day  I  shall  set  out 
for  Princeton  myself,  unless  something  should  occur 
to  prevent  me,  which  I  do  not  expect.  By  a  letter 
of  the  4th  [nst  from  a  Mr  Caldwell*  a  clergyman, 
and  a  staunch  frif^nd  to  th*^  cause,  who  has  fled  from 
E 1  iza bet h town »  and  taken  refuge  In  the  mount.iins 
about  ten  miles  from  hence,  I  am  infonncd,  tliat 
General  or  Lord  Howe  was  expected  in  that  town  to 
publish  pardon  and  peace-  His  vords  are  :  "  1  have 
not  seen  his  proclamation,  but  can  only  say  he  gives 
sixty  days  of  grace,  and  pardons  from  the  Congress 
down  to  the  committee.  No  one  man  in  the  con- 
tinent IS  to  be  denied  his  mercy."  In  the  language  of 
this  good  man>"  The  Lord  deliver  us  from  his  mercy ! "  • 
Your  letter  of  the  3d,  by  Major  Livingston,  was 
duly  received.  Before  it  came  to  hand.  I  had  writ- 
ten to  General  Howe  about  Governor  Franklin's  ex- 
change, but  am  not  certain  whether  the  letter  could 
not  be  recovered.  I  despatched  a  messenger  instant- 
ly for  that  purpose.'     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,^ 

*  A  proclamAtiOD  v»  uiucc).  od  Uki  30tb  of  Novrmbcr.  joinlly  by  Lord 
Howe  uid  G«Qcnl  Howe,  olcring  «  panlon  to  ftll  such  at  bad  opposriJ  liie 
Ktii)E't  avihorily  aikI  who  thoaM  wkhjn  tiity  dayi  KuUcribe  &  ilecUnlLoiiH  T^ii 
they  voLild  rcmA^n  In  peaceable  obedLcn<e  to  hlii  Majetty.  neither  uktoi*  up 
urn*  noE  ?DeounL|ila|E  othcn  to  ukc  up  ftrm*  Bjaiait  hta.  In  llic  pr«4«ht  di«- 
i;our«4;lflU  tiAte  of  the  Afliln  of  Conereu  ftnd  ol  WuhSnjfton'ik  Krmy.  rnvny 
ficnonk  In  Ncvr  Jer^^  and  PcnnM^vanU  tou^ht  to  Bccarc  Ihetr  uf«ty  brhtnd 
the  prolccling  shield  of  thU  procJamixiicinf  And  went  over  Id  the  Bimth  ; 
among  gther*  wiiGAlloway,  «  mtaber  of  ihe  fint  ComtneotoL  ConErcsi,  juvc! 
oftciHAfdi  Uie  ftiUhi^:  of  Hmc  ftttA<;ki  on  Sir  VTilliuu  Howe  4ad  itxlituia 
on  Uk  miliury  opCTfttions  in  Am«nca.  Se«  Sir  Willfam  \l<m^*%  ^anviitf, 
amdO^Krv^Hmt  ufitM  a  Pam^et^  Jcc,  p.  37. 

'Congr*<i  had  directed  General  Wdihington  to  propose  »n  exchaitge  of 
Governor  Kranklin  for  C^cral  Thompson,  but  on  •  second  considenlion 
Ihey  rociudcd  Ihc'ir  viiEc,  flfid  i:utjii[enimiidfd  the  mdcr. 

*  Read  £n  CocgrvM  Ucctiithcr  jih. 
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to  the  president  op  congress- 
Sir, 

Colonel  Reed  would  inform  you  of  the  incelligence, 
which  1  first  met  with  on  the  road  from  Trenton  to 
Princeton  yesterday,"  Before  t  got  to  the  latter,  I 
received  a  second  express  informing  mc,  Uiat,  as  the 
enemy  were  advancing  by  different  routes,  and  at- 
tempting by  one  to  get  in  the  rear  of  ovir  troops, 
which  were  there*  and  whose  numbers  were  small, 
and  the  place  by  no  means  defensible,  they  had 
judged  it  prudent  to  retreat  to  Trenton.  The  retreat 
was  accordingly  made,  and  since  lo  this  side  of  the 
river.  This  information  I  thought  it  my  dutj"  to 
communicate  as  soon  as  possible,  as  there  is  not  a 
moments  time  to  be  lost  in  assembling  such  force  as 
can  be  collected;  and  as  the  object  of  the  enemy 
cannot  now  be  doubted  in  the  smallest  degree.  In- 
deed. I  shall  be  out  in  my  conjecture,  for  it  is  only 
conjecture,  if  the  late  embarkation  at  New  York  is 
not  for  Delaware  River,  to  cofipcrate  with  the  army 
under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Howe, 
who,  I  am  informed  from  good  authority,  is  with  the 
British  troops  and  his  whole  force  upon  this  route, 

I  have  no  certain  intelligence  of  General  Lee,  al- 
though I  have  sent  frequent  expresses  to  him,  and 
lately  Colonel  Humpfon,  to  bring  me  some  accurate 
accounts  of  his  situation.     I   last  night  despatched 

*  **  Thb  MuDkcnl  a  opLfthi  liAk  reurnvd  thti  «cnl  tn  rcoonnoitor  lut  uiEht. 
uii!  \\  i«  Ijeyooii  «  doubi  ibt  cncrni)  arc  «dv&ndiic  .  and  my  Lord  ^rliii|[  ihink» 
ikrj  will  be  tffi  b«re  ii*  Lwelvc  o'clock,'^— (7mvir  to  H'*ikin£tiH.  7  December, 
1776. 
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another  gentleman  to  him,  Major  Hoops,  desiring  he 
would  hasten  his  march  to  the  Delaware,  in  which  I 
would  provide  boats,  near  a  place  called  Alexandria, 
for  the  transportation  of  his  troops.  I  cannot  account 
for  the  slowness  of  his  march/  In  the  disordered 
and  moving  state  of  the  army,  I  cannot  get  returns; 
but,  from  the  best  accounts,  we  had  between  three 
thousand  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  men.  be- 
fore the  Philadelphia  militia  and  German  battalion 
arrived ;  they  amount  to  about  two  thousand.  I 
have,  &c- 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS, 

HiLAD-Qu4XTEKSv  TuiCTON  FalL^.  9  December,  17T6l 

Sir. 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  yesterday, 
and  informing  you  that  I  had  removed  the  troops  to 
tills  Side  of  the  DeJawaie^  soon  after  the  Enemy 
made  their  Appearance ;  and  their  van  entered,  just 
as  our  rear  guard  qiiitted- 

We  had  removed  all  our  stores  except  a  few  boards. 
From  the  best  information,  they  are  in  two  bodies, 

<Oti  the  9ih  \xK  vrote  10  WftthingtOTi,  from  Momiiotrfi  :  "HI  vis  nM 
UuiElit  10  think  ttiat  your  annf  was  (cmililcmbly  'clnlorcecl.  t  should  Immc- 
dialcly  jolti  you  ;  but  \%  1  «fii  &atitrT<l  you  «t«  vctv  tlrong,  I  iliould  imi^ffle  wc 
ran  mAkc  \  btltcr  Impre&tloD  by  han^nf  on  Ihcir  rear,  for  which  purpobc.  1 
ipod  poiit  AI  ChjilhoJu  Kcmb  Ihe  bcii  ciJcuUtcd.  ]i  ii  at  a  happy  diitjui^e 
from  Newark.  ElJinbrihtou-n,  WijoJbridgf  kiid  Douodbrook."  Ht  Biidrfswd 
A  limilu  V\\fn  to  Uv  Comtnillce  of  Congnv  BOnt  toJoun  tiii  pcoiticM]  and 
bitkiAlion.  On  ibt  tam-c  d  ay »  of  tot  Mbjor  Hoop*  bad  roubod  him,  he  kgftiii 
VPPfil*  tfl  Waihingtofli  '  "r  am  f*rt»inly  thi>rlr«d  lo  h*«  tlinf  yr>uf  fore*  t*  »i> 
inadeqaate  to  the  neceuity  of  your  titualton.  ai  I  had  been  laui^ht  to  think 
jon  had  l>«en  conwdvrably  rrinforctd."  Hv  exprrntrd  a  belief  that  ihc  nuin 
effott  of  the  enemy  \/%s  to  be  diieclcd  3i|;atn*i  the  Kiui<?m  ^tiUf,  and  con- 
Lluiied  bj'  myiEi|^  .  ^*  It  will  be  iJilTituU^  I  uii  kfrnid,  lu  joiu  ^uti  ;  but  lumiol  f 
do  yoQ  more  tervice  by  attackins  Uieir  rear  ?" 
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one  at  and  near  Trenton,  the  other  some  Miles  higher 
upland  inclining  towards  Delaware;  but  whether  with 
intent  to  cross  there,  or  throw  themselves  bet\^'een 
General  Lee  and  me  is  yet  uncertain. 

I  have  this  Morning  detached  Lord  Stirling  and  his 
brigade  to  take  post  at  the  different  l:inding  places, 
and  prevent  them  from  stealing  a  march  upon  us 
from  above ;  for  I  am  informed  if  they  cross  at 
Corriis  Ferry  or  thereabouts,  they  are  as  near  to 
Philadelphia  as  we  are  here. 

From  several  accounts  I  am  led  to  think,  that  the 
enemy  are  bringing  boats  with  them.  If  so,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  our  small  force  to  give  them  any  con- 
siderable opposition  In  the  passage  of  the  river;  in- 
deed they  make  a  feint  at  one  place,  and,  by  a  sudden 
removal,  carry  their  boats  higher  or  lower  before  we 
can  bring  our  cannon  to  play  upon  them.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  security  of  Philadelphia 
should  be  our  next  objtct.  From  my  own  remem- 
brance, but  more  from  information,  for  I  never  viewed 
the  ground  1  should  think  that  a  communication  of 
lines  and  redoubts  might  soon  be  formed  from  the 
Delaware  to  the  Schuylkill  on  the  north  entrance  of 
the  city,  the  line^  to  begin  on  the  Schuylkill  side, 
about  the  heights  of  Springatcbury,  and  run  eastward 
to  Delaware,  upon  the  most  advantageous  and  com- 
manding grounds,  if  something  of  this  kind  is  not 
done,  the  enemy  might,  in  case  any  misfortune  should 
befati  us.  march  directly  in,  and  take  possession.  Wc 
have  ever  found  that  lines,  however  slight,  arc  very 
formidable  to  them  ;  they  would  at  least  give  a  check 
till  the  people  could  recover  from  the  frigh:  and  con* 
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stemation.  that  naturally  attend  the  tirst  appearance 
of  an  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  step  should  be  taken  10 
collect  a  force,  not  only  from  Pennsylvania,  but  from 
the  neighborinj;  States,  If  we  can  keep  the  enemy 
from  entering  Philadelphia,  and  keep  the  communica- 
tion by  water  open  for  supplies,  we  may  yet  make  a 
stand,  if  the  country  will  come  to  our  assistance  till 
our  new  levies  can  be  collected.  If  the  measure  of  forti- 
fying the  city  should  be  adopted,  some  skilful  person 
should  immediately  view  the  grounds,  and  begin  to 
trace  out  the  lines  and  works,  I  am  informed  there 
15  a  French  engineer  of  eminence  in  Philadelphia  at 
thia  time ;  if  so,  he  will  be  the  mosi  proper/ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  reed,  the  enclosed  from  Genl. 
Heath,  General  Mifflin  is  this  moment  come  up, 
and  tells  me.  that  all  the  military  stores  yet  remain  in 
Philadelphia,  This  makes  the  immediate  fortifying; 
of  the  city  so  necessary,  that  1  have  desired  General 
Mifflin  to  return  to  take  charge  of  the  stores;  and 
have  ordered  Major*General  Putnam  immediately 
down  to  superintend  the  works  and  give  the  neces- 
sary directions.'  


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   L£E. 

TiLBNTOK  Falls,  loDcccmba,  17^. 

Dear  Sik, 

I  last  night  received  your  favor  by  Colonel  Hump- 
ton,  and  were  it  not  for  the  weak  and  feeble  slate  of 


'  PulnaiD  took  commind  ou  the  lath  \  &nd  citftbliih^d  mftrdil  \vk. 
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the  force  I  have,  I  should  highly  approve  of  your 
hanging  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  establishing 
the  post  you  mention  ;  but  when  my  situation  is 
directly  the  opposite  of  what  you  suppose  it  to  be, 
and  when  General  Howe  is  pressing  forward  with  the 
whole  of  his  army  (except  the  troops  that  were  lately 
embarked,  and  a  few  besides  left  at  New  York),  to 
possess  himself  of  Philadelphia,  I  cannot  but  request 
and  entreat  you,  and  this  too  by  ihc  advice  of  all  the 
general  officers  with  me,  to  march  and  join  me  with 
your  whole  force  with  all  possible  expedition.  The 
utmost  exertions,  that  can  be  made,  will  not  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  save  Philadelphia.  Without  the  aid 
of  your  force  1  think  there  is  but  little  if  ary  prospect 
of  doing  iL  I  refer  you  to  the  route,  Major  Hoops 
vould  inform  jou  of- 

The  enemy  are  row  extended  along  the  Delaware 
at  several  places.  By  a  prisoner^  who  was  taken  last 
night,  I  am  told,  that  at  Pennington  there  arc  two 
battalions  of  infantry,  three  of  grenadiers,  the  Hes- 
sian grenadiers,  the  forty-second  of  Highlanders,  and 
two  others-  Their  object  doubtless  is  to  pass  the 
river  above  us,  or  to  prevent  your  joining  me.  I 
mention  this,  that  you  may  avail  yourself  of  the 
information.  Do  come  on;  your  arrival  may  be 
happy,  and,  if  it  can  be  effected  without  delay,  it  may 
be  the  means  of  preserving;  a  city,  whose  loss  must 
prove  of  the  most  fatal  consequence  to  the  cause  of 
America.     I  am,  &c* 

*  (general  Wishlncton  irrt](«  a^ln  1^  next  dftjr  to  Gctierfll  l..ce  prevliig  Mm 
ID  kulca  forwanL  *'  Nolhitif  Je*«i,"  he  olijkcrvck.  "  than  our  ulmott  eitirtionA 
TlO  b*  fluAiCleni  to  iiiwvni  VweuFwtX  Howe  from  |>oiVi,rMin|E  PhfliitlFrphia      1'hr 
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P.  S-  Pray  exert  /our  influence,  and  bring  with 
you  all  the  Jersey  militia  you  possibly  can.  Let 
thctn  not  suppose  their  State  is  lost,  or  in  any  danger, 
because  the  enemy  are  pushing  through  it  If  you 
ihink  General  St,  Clair,  or  General  Maxwell,  would 
be  of  service  to  command  them,  I  would  send  either.' 


force  I  luivc  U  wmV  ind  entir«lr  inoomp«t«ni  to  Ihit  md,     T  muit  lhertfor« 
entreat  )rou  to  push  on  with  cvctx  pUMtblc  luccor  you  <:aii  bring/' 

'  Bf  ft  forced  mucb  Cornw«Uu  thf*«t«a*cl  BrunmicU  ^n  Decemher  ieI.  anil 
wa«  pref^nl«(]  from  foUtrwing  th«  retitatioji  CointintnUd  umy  only  by  ihv  de* 
«tracTion<if  Uie bridge  W  thai  pUcf-  Howc'h  ori^nal  d(si|^  wa»  lo  obEain  po*- 
svbion  of  Bui  Jeivfj,  bui  cunvd^ring  Itiv  ailvtnLagc^  to  br  gameil  by  puAhini; 
«>n  to  thr  Dcl4uv3Tc  «ii<l  the  pQ4»tt>iliiy  of  grttiiiK  to  Plulftddph^s.  be  joined 
Coriiwalliii  on  the  6th  jii  BrunniriLk,  "  On  the  yth.  t^votl  C^jniwAlIU'  coiji> 
.  .  mnrcht-il  to  PrinrMon^  wbirh  ihr  mrmy  \k%A  iinillrJ  fm  llir  nmr  ilnf 
Thii  corpi  muchrd  in  n*o  diviiio^M  «n  ih<  Sth  :  the  firw  ad^indiiKlo  Trenton 
reached  thv  Dcluwarc  Mion  after  the  crirrnvh  rear  i^ard  hnd  cmuwil  ;  Ihar 
uiaia  ftmiy.  Laving  fjasved  ihv  preceding  diy  and  tugiii,  EooL  [hhi  on  (he  other 
bideof  the  fiver,  Lurd  ConiwoUib  wUb  ih?  rcoi  dltlnion,  halted  ai  Miiiilcn- 
bood,  ail  niilb  Eiom  Trenlttn,  anJ  nuTchcd  at  one  o'clock  nut  mumtog  In 
ConycU'a  Ferry.  Ihirtcon  niiLn  higher  up  lh«  Delaware,  in  (otne  cipc<UCion  of 
finding  bott«  there,  aad  in  the  neighbor  hood,  suffciem  lo  paa  ihc  rivet,  bat  in 
ihih  he  WJ4  dJuppointed,  the  enemy  having  (skcn  the-  prccwation  ED  dcctroy  or 
lo  hecurc  on  Che  wuih  ilde  all  the  boats  that  could  pUDibly  be  employtd  lor 
thih  p-urpotc/'  CornwalJb  tJicu  took  |>g>i  at  Peiiiuiigton,  rcmainJDg  (here  lil] 
(Ke  t4lh,  when  the  urverr  wrnlher  WAmc^il  Ihem  tQ  go  1u  their  vinter  canlon- 
ment ^.  "  The  chain  I  own,  it  rather  too  citetiMve,  but  I  was  inJoced  lo  oocupy 
Hurlingtoni  lo  cover  the  county  of  MoamouLh,  in  which  there  are  many  loyal 
ttihabitDnis ;  and  triuiLing  to  the  almoit  general  bubmitAiuii  ol  (lie  country  lo  the 
wuihu'ard  of  ihii  chain,  «nd  to  ihc  itrcnglh  of  Lhc  curpt  plated  in  the  ultaticed 
poblE,  1  etincliidt?  (h*  rroop*  will  h*  in  p#rf#ct  m9ic\tr\Xf*'^Onftai  fiff^fr  St 
Lanf  Car^r  Gtrmaine^  30  December,  1776- 

**  Thp  rnpmy  have  a  uumbcr  u(  parlies  jJatruHin^  up  a-ad  Jown  the  river. 
particularly  above.  Aa  yet  they  have  r^oi  Attempted  to  pA«h^  nor  do  any  of  ihe 
palTob,  tbo'  flooaf  ue  exceedingly  tmalU  meet  with  the  lead  Lnierrttption  Iron 
the  inhabitAntB  of  Jeney.  By  «  Ictlcr  receive  J  liul  mglit  fruni  Clcpcnl  Lee  of 
th«  ftth  innlnnl,  hr  wn*  then  nt  Morrivt«*vn.  wHefC  he  enleTfained  thmighfi  of 
eaiabliihing  a  p06( .  huL  on  receiviit|*  my  lie^patchet  by  Major  lloopt  I  iJiould 
nppotte  he  would  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  hii  proceeding  thiL  way,  with 
aU  the  force  he  con  bring- 

"  r.  '^.    y  u'Jutk  A,  M,     1  thii  minute  received  information  thai  the  enemy 
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TO    LUND    WASHIWGTON. 


Oeaa  Lund, 


10  Dcormlior,  1776. 


I  wish  to  Heaven  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  you 
a  more  favorable  account  of  our  situation  than  it  is. 
Our  numbers,  quit<!  inadequate  to  the  task  of  oppos* 
ing  tliat  part  of  the  army  under  the  command  of 
General  Howe,  being  reduced  by  sickness,  desertion^ 
and  political  deaths  (on  or  before  the  first  instant, 
and  having  no  as^iistance  from  the  militia),  were 
obliged  to  retire  before  the  enemy,  who  were  per- 
feclly  well  informed  of  our  situation,  till  we  came  to 
this  place,  where  1  have  no  idea  of  being  ahle  to 
make  a  stand,  as  my  numbers,  till  joined   by  the 

vctt  rcptifUkK  tlie  tsridgts,  thtrc  or  foar  tnL]«>  bdovr  Trcnlon,  vhich  tccni  lo 
iaditKie  AD  Inicntion  ol  Ihcii  croaaEng  Igwcr  down,  1111]  su^£c«U  to  mc  lli? 
imaftj  ihit  «0(fnc  atirtition  flinnliil  be  hftd  to  the  forr  at  BJllmgipon,  letE  thvy 
bSMiild  peases  Uiems<lrei  o*  w^'—Wakinxien  ta  tXr  Prfiident  of  QrHirrn, 
Faltt  0/  littanarr.  10  Dcccmbef,  1776- 

"  Yocn  of  Use  cv«Tiliig  mch«d  ni«  tt  4  o'clock  (liii  morning.  I  immediately 
■ml  or^m  Xit  C^mmoilorc  5ryinour  ii>  despatch  odc  of  bin  |;alHcs  down  10 
l>amk'a  Vvry,  asd  I  aholl  diipthtc  of  th«  rrmfilnEler  in  iiiieh  a  m^nntir,  aod  ai 
Wtiplicnu  iriU  bf  mott  fikcly.  net  onlr  i<^  *nDry  (he  enemy  in  their  pAingt. 
hrtlogmrhc  t^rliert  tafomiMiton  of  knv  Hitem[)r  of  (Iiai  kind.  Parti««f 
lilt  tmny  have  bcc»  f cconnrtticrinj;  boih  up  in^  down  the  rivtr.  und  1  hna^ino 
it  tu<  becB  00c  of  thcic  panu3  ihaT  hAvc  ap^pcorH  near  BurUnj^ion,  (or  ^  they 
havcnfX  fodtfed  ih«  Icbi  (ippus^ition  intra  ilit  people  cf  Jersey.  Ihejr  venture 
inty  far  fron  iherr  m'ia  body,  whieh  from  ihe  Kul  inffirmatjon,  MiH  Uy*  about 
TrenUM  uid  ibore  il. 

'*  I  faiTC  d«<tf«d  Col.  HuTDplon  to  «ppJy  for  a  party  of  men  to  gfl  up  Coopert 
and  Ancocn  Cneka,  end  bringdown  all  the  craft  he  may  &nd  ihere.  for  it  ik 
la  tBltt  10  cat  Aowa  bridges,  it  (he  baaii  arc  lefi^  They  cBanci  Iw  trviinl  to 
tkc  aw  of  (ka  owncn,  for  if  an  enemy  wai  to  Appear,  nich  U  Ifaeir  feu,  ihJt 
ibey  would  deliver  them  up,  upon  the  lint  demand/' — ^yajAirfjritm  U  iki 
PrtiiiUnt  0/  Ik*  PMUdiifkiA  Cfftnuil  af  Safiry  [Thomaa  Whacton.  Jf.J, 
10  t>ee<iBbrr,  17:6, 
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Philadelphia  mtlitia.  did  not  exceed  three  thousand 
men  fit  for  duty.  Now  we  may  be  abour  five  thou- 
sand to  oppose  Howe's  whole  army,  that  part  of  it 
excepted  which  sailed  under  the  tommand  of  Gen, 
Clinton,  1  tremble  for  Philadelphia.  Nothing,  in 
my  opinion,  but  Gen.  Lee's  speedy  arrival,  who  has 
been  long  expected,  though  stiti  at  a  distance  (with 
about  three  thousand  men),  can  save  it.  We  have 
brought  over  and  destroyed  all  the  boats  we  could 
lay  our  hands  on  upon  the  Jersey  shore  for  many 
miles  above  and  below  this  place  ;  but  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  guard  a  shore  for  sixty  miles,  with  less 
than  half  the  enemy s  numbers;  when  by  force  or 
strategem  they  may  suddenly  attempt  a  passage  in 
many  different  places.  At  present  they  are  encamped 
or  quartered  along  the  other  shore  above  and  below 
us  (rather  this  place,  for  we  are  obliged  to  keep  a 
face  towards  them)  for  fifteen  miles.   »  •  * 


December  17,  ten  miles  above  the  Fails, 
•  •  *  I  have  since  moved  up  to  this  place,  to  be 
more  convenient  to  our  great  and  extensive  defences 
of  this  river.  Hitherto,  by  our  destruction  of  the 
boats,  and  vigilance  in  watching  the  fords  of  the 
river  above  the  falls  (which  are  now  rather  high),  we 
have  prevented  them  from  crossing  ;  but  how  Jong 
wc  shall  be  able  to  do  it  God  only  knows,  as  they  are 
still  hovering  about  the  river.  And  if  every  thing 
else  fails,  will  wait  till  the  ist  of  January,  when  there 
will  be  no  other  men  to  oppose  them  but  militia, 
none  of  which  but  those  from  Philadelphal,  mentioned 
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io  the  first  part  of  the  letter,  arc  yet  come  (although 
I  am  told  some  arc  expected  from  the  back  counties). 
When  I  say  none  but  militia.  I  am  to  except  the  Vir* 
ginia  regiments  and  the  shattered  remains  of  Small* 
wood's,  which,  by  fatigue,  want  of  clothes.  &c.  are 
reduced  to  nothing — Weedon's,  which  was  the  strong- 
est, not  having  more  than  between  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  men  fit  for  duty,  the 
rest  being  in  the  hospitals.  The  unhappy  policy  of 
short  enlistments  and  a  dependence  upon  militia  will, 
I  fear,  prove  the  downfall  of  our  cause,  though  early 
pointed  out  with  an  almost  prophetic  spirit !  Our 
cause  has  also  received  a  severe  blow  in  the  captivity 
of  Gen,  Lee,  Unhappy  man  !  Taken  by  his  own 
imprudence,  going  three  or  four  miles  from  his  own 
camp,  and  within  twenty  of  the  enemy,  notice  of 
which  by  a  rascally  Tory  was  given  a  party  of  light 
hor&e  seized  him  in  the  morning  after  travelling  all 
nighi,  and  carried  him  ofT  in  high  triumph  and  with 
every  mark  of  indignity,  not  even  sufferirg  him  to 
get  his  hat  or  surtout  coat.  The  troops  that  were 
under  his  command  are  not  yet  come  up  widi  us» 
though  they,  I  think,  may  be  expected  to-morrow. 
A  large  part  of  the  Jerseys  have  given  every  proof 
of  disaffection  that  they  can  do,  and  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania  are  equally  inimical.  In  short,  your 
imagination  can  scarce  extend  to  a  situation  more 
distressing  than  mine-  Our  only  dependence  now  is 
upon  the  speedy  enlistment  of  a  new  army.  If  this 
fails,  I  think  the  game  will  be  pretty  well  up,  as,  from 
disaffection  and  want  of  spirit  and  fortitude,  the  in- 
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habitants,  instead  of  resistance,  are  oflering  submis- 
sion and  taking  protection  from  Gen.  Howe  in  Jer- 
sey-  *  *  *    I  am  &C-' 


TO  TH^   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS, 

Hka]>-0(MRT£kb,  Fau^cif  Dklawailb, 

Sir,  ^ 

After  I  had  wrote  you  yesterday.  I  received  certain 
information  that  the  Enemy  after  repairing  Crosswicks 
Bridge,  had  advanced  a  parly  of  about  five  hundred 
to  Borden  Town.  By  their  taking  this  route,  it  con- 
firms me  in  my  opinion,  that  they  have  an  intention 
to  land  between  this  and  Philadelphia  as  well  as 
above,  if  they  can  procure  boats  for  the  purpose-  I 
last  night  directed  Commodore  Seymour  to  station 
all  his  gallies  between  Bordentown  and  Philadelphia, 
to  give  the  earliest  intelligence  0/  any  appearance  o 
the  Enemy  on  the  Jersey  Shore.' 

1  yesterday  rode  up  the  river  about  1 1  miles  to 
Lord  Stirling's  post,  where  I  found  a  prisoner  of  the 
42d  Regiment  who  had  been  just  brought  in.  He 
informs  me,  that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  at  Penny 
Town  with  two  battalions  of  grciiadicrs  and  three  of 
light  infantry,  all  British,  the  Hessian  grenadiers,  the 
42d  Highland  Regiment,  and  two  other  battalions, 
the  names  of  which  he  did  not  remember.  He  knew 
nothing   of    the  reasons  of   their  being    assembled 

*  Coptecl  In  iH03  fiom  the  ohB[tnal,  bjr  Mr.  C«wu  F.  Let,  Jr.,  ol  Akxon* 

drill,      1  huve  not  bccii  able  to  diMrmcr  iHc  ownctthlp  of  this  Tctfcr,  xiid  print 
ft  ftofij  Mr,  l.r*\copy, 

Cottnci/ 0/  So/Fiyt  39, 
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there,'  nor  what  were  their  future  Intentions  ;  but  1 
last  night  received  information  from  my  Lord  Stir- 
ling, which  had  been  brought  in  by  his  Scouts,  which 
in  some  measure  accounts  for  their  being  there. 
They  had  made  a  forced  march  from  Trenton  on 
Sunday  night  to  Coryell's  Ferry  in  hopes  of  surpris- 
ing a  sufficient  number  of  boats  to  transport  them, 
but  finding  tliemselves  disappointed,  had  marched 
back  to  Penny  Town,  wherethey  remained  yesterday. 
From  their  several  attempts  to  seize  boats,  it  does 
not  look  as  if  they  had  brought  any  with  them,  as  I 
was  at  one  time  informed.  I  last  night  sent  a  person 
over  to  Trenton  to  learn  whether  there  was  any 
appearance  of  building  any,  but  he  could  not  perceive 
any  preparations  for  a  Work  of  that  kind.  So  that  1 
am  in  hopes,  if  proper  Care  is  taken  to  keep  all  the 
craft  out  of  their  way,  they  will  find  the  crossing 
Delaware  a  matter  of  con^iiderable  Difficulty, 

I  received  another  Letter  from  General  Lee  last 
Evening.  It  was  dated  at  Chatham  (which  I  take  to 
be  near  Morris  Town)  the  8th  of  this  month,  he  had 
then  received  my  Letter  sent  by  Major  Hoops,  but 
seemed  still  inclined  to  hang  upon  the  Enemy's  rear, 
to  which  I  should  have  no  objection,  had  I  a  sufii- 
cicnt  force  to  oppose  them  in  front;  but  as  1  have 
not  at  present,  nor  do  I  see  much  probability  of 
further  reinforcement,  I  have  wrote  to  him  in  the 
most  pressing  terms,  to  join  me  with  all  Expedition,' 

*  "  I  bIuU  aplym^f  tlui  Philndfllphu,  beyond  nlT  ^uoTion,  is  thcobjtfcl  of  tbo 
mMnjr'i  mf^MBcntt,  ATid  thai  noThin^  tcci  ihdn  our  utinoil  iT«rrl>on«  hHI  be 
tuAdcM  10  prevtQl  Grn^nl  How  from  povnctOG  it     Th(  forc«  I  haveu 

■k  unI  mtireir  ic«:omp<rlriil  to  thftt  oDd,    t  nuM  IhrrcForc  aittmt  >0a  lo 
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TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

TKimoK  FA1.LA.  12  D««mbc(,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  !a3t  night  received  the  favor  of  Mr.  Thomson's 
letter,  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  of  the 
1  ith  instant.  As  the  publication  of  their  resolve,  in 
my  opinion,  will  not  lead  to  any  good  end,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  may  be  attended  with  some  bnd  conse- 
quences, [  shall  take  the  liberty  to  decline  inserting  it 
in  this  day's  orders.  I  am  persuaded.  If  the  subject 
is  taken  up  and  reconsidered,  that  Congress  will 
concur  with  me  in  sentiment.  1  doubt  not,  but 
there  are  some,  who  have  propagated  the  report :  but 
what  if  they  have?  Their  remaining  in  or  leaving 
Philadelphia  must  be  governed  by  circumstances  and 
events.  If  their  departure  should  become  necessary, 
it  will  be  right ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  should 
not  be  a  necessity  for  it,  they  will  remain,  and  their 
continuance  will  show  the  report  to  be  the  production 
of  calumny  and  falsehood.  In  a  word.  Sir.  I  con- 
ceive it  a  matter,  that  may  be  as  well  disregarded  ; 
and  ihat  the  removal  or  slaying  of  Congress,  depend- 
ing entirely  upon  events,  should  not  have  been  the 
subject  of  a  resolve/ 

puah  on  with  tvecy  potaible  kdccot  fou  otQ  bmic<  Vour  wd  nay  pv*  ■  mon 
fAvor*1il^  roTTiplfJtioti  foouf  afinirt,  Voii  kiMMv  tho  impoH^ncv  of  (h*c-Jl]rof 
PhiliutolpItU,  »ncl  the  Uu^  coabcqucace*  tb»L  oiuAl  »ltcncl  the  lou  of  it/' 
—  Wtuhinj^n  U  Ltt,  ii  December,  1776,     Tliii  IcTier  oercr  reached  Lcc. 

*  The  umidli;  ot  CoQ£Teu  tncrcawd  du^/  aa  the  IStitUh  ftdvAn<ed.  thflr 
cicrvouin«3i  bcdig  tlio^va  hj  iho  curious  icsolutioiu  pusacd  illic^ting  WaifaLn^* 
Lon  and  Pnrnatn  In  niilflary  mAltpn.  appoinling  a  dny  of  fnvitng  a.iu1  humilia- 
doti,  rtcomracodmg  to  *'aH  ilwmexnbcntof  ihe  UmtcdSuics.and  purtiOTlarty 
the  oAicerft  civil  and  miliiftry  nndcir  Ihem,  (he  CJEcrciie  of  rrpenuiTict  aad 
refurinition,"  the  fttrct  oUefvetkin  of  tbt  arikln  of  v>r,  uid  putkuUrly  of 
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The  intelligence  we  obtain  respecting  the  move- 
ments and  situation  of  the  enemy  is  far  from  being  so 
certain  and  satisfactorj%as  I  could  wish,  though  every 
probable  means  in  my  power,  and  that  I  can  devise, 
are  adopted  for  that  purpose. 

The  latest  I  have  received  was  from  Lord  Stirling 
last  night  He  says  that  two  grenadiers  of  the  Ines* 
killing  Regiment,  who  were  taken  and  brought  in  by 
some  Countrymen,  inform  that  Gens.  Howe,  Corn- 
wdlis,  Vaughan.  &c«.  with  about  6000  of  the  flying 
army,  were  at  Penny  Town  waiting  for  pontoons  to 
come  up,  with  which  they  mean  to  pass  the  river  near 
the  Blue  Mounts,  or  at  Cor>xlls  Fcrrj*.  they  believe 
the  latter.  That  the  twobattalions,  of  guards  now  at 
Brunswick  and  the  Hessian  Grenadiers,  Chasseurs 

dtoc«  forbiftdiTig  profane  KtrcA/ntg  and  aU  immorttlity.  All  tbe  veisfiU  in  tht 
ktiboT  were  placed  il  ihe  dispcsal  of  Putnam,  ConiioenUl  storei  were  direcled 
tob«  rvnoved,  and  a  bold  [ront  assumed  b^  directing  FuCnmin  to  defrod  th« 
dlT"toibe  tlmott  vxtntnfty,"  and  by  psuii^g  iho  foUowittg  ntscJutloot  wh^ch 
b  foODd  cmly  In  tbc  fim  rou|-h  ilraft  (MS,|  oi  Utc  JoumaU  and  does  noi  appear 
■tilier  ID  the  MS.  trajiicript  or  in  the  pnnlcd  y^vmalt  rf  Con^rftj,  t>Dl  waa  tent 
Id  Wa«h JDfton  In  TlitJdison'i  l«Lier  of  the  rilti ; 

"Wbereu  a  faLtc  and  malicjoai  report  h^v  been  apread  by  tbc  enemies  of 
Aaericft,  ihai  ihc  Confrcsa  was  about  lo  dlipcitc ;  ResQlvcd,  thai  Geaeral 
Wadiinpan  be  devired  io  CMitrftdict  the  lAid  »c«ti<LiJous  report,  ihU  Congreu 

havinga  bcrtlu  opinion  of  llie  aplitt  and  vEgui  of  Ibe  umft  and  id  Ibe  ffooi) 
p«ople  eif  ihev  Sui«,  ihan  to  lUppoiv  It  c%n  be  a«f  »iiiry  lo  diiper««  :  ncr  will 
1^  ftdjoum  iron  xht  cily  of  Phtladelpbio  in  the  preieni  *Ute  of  affaln,  unlcs* 
ibt  Uit  nccesviy  shall  direct  it. ' 

ConpvM  ftpftruvod  ^Vaihiagton'a  suppreBSion  of  this  rviotulion. 

On  ibt  dmy  an<r,  Pninam  aod  MllAin  weiec&Lcd  in  tu  consult  wjtb  Con|pwv 
sad  both  "  by  ttron^  Ari>uaD*&li  urged  Ifat  a«c«Hiiy  ^f  tbo  Coni^ftn  nttring." 
Thia  view  met  with  the  io:eplAnc«  uf  CorLgrEn.  who  ddctaicd  thai  as  PhiladeU 
ph^was  now  btcotne  thtr  i^at  of  war,  "wbich  will  present  that  qutet  And 
uinlcmipted  AtlentiDn  to  the  public  busintta  whicb  should  ever  prtvaU  Iq  the 
(nat  CootrnentdU  C<iaiidl,"  adjourned  to  meet  ai  Baltimore*  and  coaEerted  dd 
Waahtiytoa  "l«U  power  to  oider  and  dEnel  all  lliin|^  relaltye  to  Ihc  deparl- 
meat  ttad  to  the  operailona  of  war"      ^Cnmui/r  «/ foiiffrrr.  19  Dpremhrr.  I7?6. 
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and  a  regiment  or  two  of  British  troops  are  at  Tren- 
ton. Captain  Miller,  of  Colonel  Hand's  regiment 
also  informs  mc,  that  a  body  of  the  Enemy  were 
marching  to  Burlington  on  yesterday  morning.  He 
had  been  sent  over  with  a  strong  scouting  party,  and 
at  daybreak  fell  in  with  their  advanced  guards,  con- 
sisting of  about  400  Hessian  troops,  who  fired  upon 
him  before  they  were  discovered,  but  without  any 
lo&s,  and  obliged  him  to  retreat  with  his  party,  and  to 
take  boat.  The  number  of  the  whole  he  could  not 
ascertain,  but  they  appeared  to  be  considerable. 
Captain  Miller's  account  is  partly  confirmed  by  Com- 
modore Seymour  who  reports  that  four  or  five  hun- 
dred of  the  Enemy  had  entered  the  town. 

Upon  the  whole  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
Philadelphia  is  their  object,  and  that  they  will  pass 
the  Delaware  as  soon  as  possible.  Happy  should  1 
be,  if  I  could  see  the  means  of  preventing  them  ;  at 
present  \  confess  I  do  not.  All  military  writers 
agree,  that  it  is  a  work  of  great  difficulty,  nay  im- 
practicable, where  there  is  any  extent  of  coast  to 
guard.  This  is  the  case  with  us;  and  we  have  to  do 
it  with  a  force,  small  and  inconsiderable,  and  much 
inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  Perhaps  Congress 
have  some  hope  and  prospect  of  reinforcements,  1 
have  no  intelligence  of  the  sort,  and  wish  to  be  in- 
formed on  the  subject.  Our  little  handful  is  daily 
decreasing  by  sickness  and  other  causes  ;  and,  without 
aid,  without  considerable  succors  and  exertions  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  what  can  we  reasonably  look  for, 
or  expect,  but  an  event  that  will  he  severely  (elt  by 
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the  common  cause,  and  that  will  wound  the  heart  of 
every  virtuous  American,  the  loss  of  Philadelphia  ? 
T^e  subject  is  disagreeable  ;  but  yet  it  is  true.  [  will 
leave  it,  wisliing  that  our  situation  may  beeome  such 
as  to  do  away  the  apprehensions,  whicli  at  this  time 
«eem  to  Rll  the  minds  of  too  many,  nnd  with  too 
much  justice-  By  a  letter  from  General  Heath,  dated 
at  Peeksktll  the  8th.  1  am  advised  that  Lieutenant* 
Colonei  Vosc  was  then  there  with  Greaton's,  Bond's, 
and  Porters  regiments,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
between  five  and  six  hundred  men,  who  were  coming 
this  way.  He  zA^%  that  Generals  Gates  and  Arnold 
would  be  at  Goshen  that  night,  with  Stark's,  Poor's^ 
and  Read  s  regiments  ;  but  for  what  purpose,  he  docs 
not  mention. 

The  enclosed  extract  of  a  Letter  which  I  received 
last  night  contains  intelligence  of  an  agreeable  naiure- 
I  wish  to  hear  its  confirmation  by  the  arrival  of  the 
several  prizes.  That  with  Clothing  and  arms  will  be 
an  invaluable  acquisition. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  advised  of  the  mode  I  am  to 
observe  in  paying  the  Officers,  whether  they  are  to 
be  allowed  to  draw  the  pay  lately  established  and 
from  what  time  or  how  long  they  are  to  be  paid  under 
the  old  establishment  A  pay  roll  which  was  pre* 
sented  yesterday  being  made  up  for  the  New,  has 
given  rise  to  these  propositions.  Upon  my  objecting 
to  il,  1  was  told  that  Congress  or  the  Board  of  War. 
had  established  the  precedent  by  paying  the  6Eh 
Regiment  of  Virginia  troops  commanded  by  Colo. 
Buckner,  agreeable  to  the  latter,  as  they  came  thro' 
Philadelphia.     1  have  the  honor,  &c* 
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to  governor  trumbull. 

Sir.  • 

I  was  a  few  days  ^c  favored  wth  yours  of  the 
30th  of  last  month;  and  this  ts  the  first  opportunity, 
that  has  afforded  me  the  pleasure  of  answering  JL 
The  event  has  shown,  that  my  opinion  of  General 
Howe's  intentions  to  make  an  excursion  into  Jersey 
was  not  ill  founded.  Immediately  after  the  reduction 
of  Fort  Washington,  he  threw  a  body  of  men.  con- 
sisting of  about  SIX  thousand,  over  the  North  River, 
with  an  intention  to  surprise  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Lee;  but  they  withdrew  before  he  could  accomplish 
his  purpose.  Finding  the  few  troops  I  had  with  me 
insufficient  to  oppose  the  enemy,  and  knowing  that 
my  numbers  would  still  be  diminished  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  scr\'icc  of  the  Flying  Camp  men  from 
Jersey^  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  which  would 
take  place  on  the  last  day  of  November,  it  was  de- 
termined to  retreat  as  far  as  Brunswic.  where  I  hoped 
to  receive  a  reinforcement  from  the  militia  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  sufficient  to  check  the  further 
progress  of  the  enemy.  But  in  this  I  was  cruelly  dis- 
appointed. The  inhabitants  of  this  State,  either  from 
fear  or  disaffection,  almost  to  a  man,  refused  to  turn 
out ;  and  I  could  not  bring  together  above  one  thou* 
sand  men  :  and  even  on  these  very  little  dependence 
was  to  be  put.  My  numbers  were  now  reduced  to 
three  thousand  men,  and  that  of  the  enemy  consider- 
ably increased  by  fresh  reinforcements.  I  had  sent 
General  Mifflin  down  to  Philadelphia,  to  raise  what 
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force  he  could  in  that  province,  and  to  send  them  on 
with  all  speed  to  my  assistance.  I  fell  down  myself 
to  Trenton,  in  order  to  wait  for  supplies,  hoping  that 
such  numbers  would  come  on  from  Pennsylvania  as 
would  enable  me  to  turn  upon  the  enemy,  and  recover 
most  of  the  ground,  which  they  had  gained.  Gen- 
era] Mifflin  was  very  successful  with  the  militia  of 
Philadelphia,  who  turned  out  in  a  very  spirited  man- 
ner, and  he  immediately  marched  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  up  to  Trenton ;  but  the  remainder  of  the 
province  continues  in  a  state  of  supineness ;  nor  do  I 
see  any  likelihood  of  their  stirring  to  save  their  own 
capital,  which  is  undoubtedly  General  Howe's  great 
object/ 

The  Delaware  now  parts  the  two  armies ;  and  noth- 
ing hinders  the  passage  of  the  enemy,  but  the  want  of 
boats,  which  we  have  been  lucky  enough  to  secure. 
General  Lee  is  still  in  the  rear  of  ihe  enemy,  with 
about  four  thousand  men,  with  whom  he  is  on  his 
march  to  join  mc.  If  he  can  effect  this  junction,  our 
army  will  again  make  a  respectable  appearance,  and 
such  as,  I  hope,  will  disappoint  the  enemy  in  their 
plan  upon  Philadelphia.  1  sent  down  General  Put* 
nam,  a  few  days  ago,  to  begin  upon  some  works;  for 
the  defence  of  that  city,  upon  the  salvation  of  which 

'  '*  We  tuve  been  cndcitxinnj;  to  Anew  t  force  lojfeihvr  La  check  Gcnenl 
|ld«e'»  pngrciK  \  but  ihc  mililia  of  Ncv  Jersey  have  been  «o  frighted,  trnJ  th« 
fenftigrlfsniB  mUltla  w  disuffecieil.  that  oui  endeavors  hjivc  been  InelTeciuftI, 
.  *  .  The  eaUItU  of  the  dly  of  Phila^elpluA  va  Ihe  only  people  (het  h«ve 
thoWB  ft  duipoiitioD  10  tuppofft  tite  Cfti).«e-" — Gftrnt  lo  hit  vei/t.  itt  Decembet, 
I7J*'  "Tbelnghi  nuiI  Uiiaflection  wtn  lo  gicot  in  the  JcrteyK,  lh»l,  in  out 
retreai  of  one  bundced  «nd  oild  milei.  we  vtnt  ncrer  joaned  hy  tnore  than  ■ 
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our  cause  almost  depends.  I  am  informed,  that  the 
enlistment  of  the  new  army  goes  on  very  succcfisfully 
to  the  eastward  and  southward  Little  or  nothing 
can  be  expected  from  New  York  or  Jersey,  which  are, 
for  the  most  part,  in  the  hands  of  ihe  enemy.  Every 
thing  must  depend  upon  the  regular  force  we  can 
bring  into  the  field  in  the  spring  ;  for  I  find,  from 
fatal  experience,  that  mllttia  sen-e  only  to  delude  us. 
As  my  distance  from  the  eastern  governments 
makes  me  ignorant  of  their  present  circumstances.  1 
will  not  undertake  to  direct  the  disposition  of  the 
four  regiments,  you  have  ordered  to  be  raised  till  the 
15th  of  March.  I  would  only  recommend,  If  they 
can  be  spared^  that  they  should  march  and  take  post 
at  the  Ilighhnds  and  at  the  forts  upon  the  North 
River,  as  much  depends  still  upon  keeping  possession 
of  the  upper  part  of  that  river.  I  highly  approve  of 
your  plar  for  supplying  your  new  army  with  neces- 
saries. Our  old  one  has  suflTercd  considerably  for 
the  want  of  some  such  wholesome  regulations  ;  and 
you  may  depend  upon  my  giving  due  countenance  to 
such  a  commendable  scheme.  I  am,  with  great  truth 
and  sincerity.  Sir,  yours,  &c' 

'"  Tbe  cndobcrl  ]Ih(».  xvbUli  I  bavciJikcM  (he  liberty  of  mnhmllllng,  coniprr- 
\\<t--^  th«  qiliccr*  bc^lonpnf*  to  jour  itriny,  who  were  returned  on  the  ^(h,  7(h, 
■nci  fi(h  rurmil  by  Colonel  ftfiiyUn,  in  purnuftncv  <A  my  dirertion.  I  hive 
■ffitcd  X  >^uftl  lh«jr  namcH  Huch  bdon^in^  Fous,  ■&  \  wUh  tohjtve  r«kM»i. 
Rnd  who  an  of  the  wmc  rftnlc,  cxcepi  in  the  bttance  of  Colond  Allen,  Hi* 
»ch«n|;v.  on  ftccouni  of  hfi  lonjj  intpnionmcrxl.  J  hitvc  been  particularly  in- 
ktiacivil  10  (Mopoac:.  The  ofliuTt.  wbubC  c(iUj|£cmcnt  1  now  rv^uhc,  ate  Jiicdy 
on  parole^  flcd  <t\  fhoie  »hft  wew  BtTit  from  CftD^di  bj  CrnerAl  CjirtetOTi-  In 
rc^^cci  to  the  pHvftlcij,  tou  w£]1  be  p1i?*Kd  lo  direct  An  equfti  nuinber  to  be  rr- 
lumed.  out  of  tbotc  who  vert  made  ptiK^nen  oti  Long  Ulund  en  ihe  77lh  of 
Au|{ut(,  including  tit  voLunieen  described  in  one  of  the  IIbIk.     I  think  you  foe 
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TO   THE    fRESlDBNT   OF   CONGRESS. 

HKAD-QCAftTElU,  TaMTON  Falij, 
13  Dffcvpbor,  1776H 

Sir, 

The  apparent  designs  of  tlie  enemy  being  to  avoid 
this  feny,  and  land  their  troops  above  and  below  us, 
have  induced  mc  to  remove  from  this  place  the  greater 
part  of  the  troops,  and  throw  them  into  a  different 
disposition  on  the  river ;  whereby,  I  hope  not  only  to 
be  more  able  to  impede  their  passage,  but  also  to 
avoid  the  danger  of  being  inclosed  in  this  angle  of 
the  river  And  notwitlistanding  the  extended  ap» 
pearances  of  the  Enemy  on  the  other  side,  made  at 
least  in  part,  to  divert  our  Attention  from  any  partic- 
ular point,  as  welt  as  to  harrass  us  by  fatigue,  I  can- 
not divest  myself  of  the  opinion,  that  their  principal 
design  is  to  ford  the  river  somewhere  above  Trenton  ; 
to  which  design  1  have  had  particular  respect  in  the 
new  arrangement,  wherein  1  am  so  far  happy  as  to 
have  the  Concurrence  of  the  general  officers  at  this 
place. 

Four  Brigades  of  the  Army  under  GeneraU  Lord 

ibc  tmtf  ftttenticn.  ihac  was  given  10  the  relum  of  Major  Brrd  and  oiben 
*bi»ciaie  ««t  with  him,  in  nchjinge  for  the  officers,  who  u'cnl  from  tlniJisMric; 
bat  I  Biui  nrrti]»U  Ibftl,  upon  lur  fumrt;  ocovon.  ih«  pariiculai  oficrn 
10  be  rvliini«il  ilull  bv  of  my  appointment,  ot  i(>inT  prnnn  «u[h^rifc>i  for  tKo 
purpow. 

"  I  cuiDot  coadudc  ttiiii  ttUcr.  without  Tncntioning  Ch*  urvcrc  treatment  »f 
llimitcur  Wiebflrt.  Thik  j|;cniTe-inin  wah  in»d«  pniontr  on  the  tOlh  ultimo 
with  tlic  gttirtion  on  Vovk  Ulantl^und  hoMa  (he  ranh  ol  %  tlcol  en  am- colonel  tn 
oar  tcrncc  I  mm  credibly  iuFt^iiucd  he  Wi  becu  tjummiltcil  lo  lUc  pitivobt- 
£Bard,  (fld  ia  therr  ftuUcfing  ill  The  inmnvciii«n(.-n  uf  a  jnot.  I  Am  pennadod 
ll»u  trvitnititt  k  wflhoui  fxiur  knowlcdifc,  and  that  the  [cauirc  of  the]  complaini 
(rflJ  l>c  reiiu>rcd,  u  looa  v  il  i&  diioovvrvd/'—  W^ktHgl^m  io  G^fral  f/citr, 
i>  December,  1776. 
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Stirling,  Mercer,  Stephen  and  DcFcrmoy  extend 
from  Yardlcy's  up  to  Coryclls  Ferry,  posted  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  guard  every  suspicious  pari  of  the 
river  and  to  afford  assistance  to  each  other  in  case  of 
attack,  Genl.  Ewing  with  the  Flying  Camp  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  few  Jersey  troops,  under  Gen- 
eral Dickinson,  arc  posted  from  Yardlcy  s  Ferry  down 
to  the  ferry  opposite  Bordentown,  Colo,  Cadwal- 
adcr,  with  the  Pennsylvania  Militia,  occupies  the 
ground  above  and  below  the  mouth  of  Neshaminy 
River  as  far  down  as  Dunk's  Fen>\  at  which  place 
Colonel  Nixon  is  posted  with  the  jd  Battalion  of 
Philadelphia.  A  proper  quantity  of  the  artillery  is 
appointed  to  each  brigade,  and  J  have  ordered  small 
redoubts  to  be  thrown  up  opposite  every  place  where 
there  is  a  possibility  of  fording. 

I  shall  remove  further  up  the  River  to  be  near  the 
Main  Body  of  my  Small  Army,  with  which  every  pos- 
sible opposition  shall  be  given  to  any  further  approach 
of  the  Enemy  towards  Philadelphia. 

As  GenL  Armstrong  has  a  good  deal  of  influence  in 
this  State  and  our  present  force  is  small  and  incon- 
siderable, I  think  he  cannot  be  better  empIoy(Hl  than 
to  repair  to  the  Counties  where  his  interest  lies  to 
animate  the  people,  promote  the  recruiting  Service 
and  encourage  the  Militia  to  come  in-  He  will  also 
be  able  to  fonn  a  proper  Judgment  of  the  places  suit- 
able for  magazines  of  provision  to  be  collected-  I 
have  requested  him  to  wait  upon  Congress  on  this 
subject,  and  if  GenL  Smallwood  should  go  to  Mary- 
land on  the  same  business,  I  think  it  would  have  a 


happy  effect  He  is  popular  and  of  great  influence, 
and  1  am  persuaded  would  contribute  greatly  to  that 
States  furnishing  her  Quota  of  men  in  a  little  time. 
He  is  now  in  Philadelphia.     1  have  &c 


I. 


TO    MAJ0R*GENERAL   GATES. 
HtAD-QuAftTEiEft,  AT  ICb:th'h.  u  Do<«mbcr.  1776. 


Dear  Sir, 

Before  this  comes  to  hand,  you  will  have  heard  of 
the  melancholy  situation  of  our  affairs,  I  do  not 
mean  now  to  detail  our  misfortunes.  With  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  compared  to  the  enemy's  force,  wc  have 
been  pushed  through  the  jerseys,  without  being  able 
to  make  the  smallest  opposition,  and  conipetled  to 
pass  the  Delaware.  General  Howe  is  now  on  the 
other  side,  and  beyond  all  question  meansjf  possible, 
to  possess  himself  of  Philadelphia.  His  troops  are 
extended  from  I'ennington  to  Burlington  ;  the  main 
body,  from  the  best  advices,  at  the  former,  and  within 
the  neighborhood  of  Trenton,  I  wish  it  were  in  my 
power  to  tell  you.  that  appearances  were  much  against 
him  ;  at  present  I  confess  they  are  not.  But  few  of 
the  militia  of  this  State  have  yet  come  out,  except 
those  belonging  to  the  city,  nor  have  I  any  great  hope 
of  their  assistance,  unless  we  can  collect  a  respectable 
force;  in  such  case  perhaps  they  will  turn  out  and 
afford  their  aid.  I  have  heard,  that  you  arc  coming 
on  with  seven  regiments.  This  may  have  a  happy 
effect,  and  let  me  entreat  you  not  to  delay  a  moment 
in  hastening  to  Piltstown.     You  will  advise  me  of 
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your  approacKes,  and  of  the  time  you  expect  to  be 
there,  lliat  I  may  meet  you  with  an  express,  and  in- 
form you  of  your  destination,  and  such  further  move- 
ments as  may  be  necessary. 

!  expect  General  Lee  will  be  there  this  evening  or 
to-morrow,  who  will  b(?  followed  by  General  Heathand 
his  division.  If  wc  can  draw  our  forces  together,  I 
trust,  under  the  smiles  of  Providence,  we  may  yet 
effect  an  important  stroke,  or  at  least  prevent  General 
Howe  from  executing  hts  plans,  Philadelphia  is  now 
the  object  of  our  care  :  you  know  the  importance  of 
it,  and  the  fata]  consequences,  that  must  attend  its  loss. 
I  am  persuaded  no  aid,  which  you  can  give,  will  be 
withheld  a  single  instant ;  your  arrival  may  be  a  most 
happy  circumstance  The  Congress  have  adjourned 
to  Baltimore,  but  previously  resolved  that  Philadelphia 
should  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity.  Lord  Stir* 
ling  is  going  over  to  meet  General  Lee.  and  concert 
with  him  a  plan  of  operations.  I  wish  you  could  be 
there,  and  would  advise  you  not  to  wait  the  slow 
march  of  your  troops.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


TO      BRIGADIER-  GENERALS      LORD     STIRLINfi.      MERCRR, 
STEPHEN,    AND    DE    FERMOV. 

lNSTRUCT10If& 
HEAD-QLTAXTEU,  at  KEl-ni'A,  14  Dvcembct,  1776. 

Lest  the  enemy  should  in  some  degree  aval!  themselves  of  the 
knowledge  (for  1  do  not  doubt  bot  I  hey  ;>  re  wcH  inEormcd  of 
every  thing  wc  do),  L  did  not  c^re  to  be  ko  particular  in  the  gen- 
eral orders  of  this  day,  as  I  mean  lo  be  in  this  letter  to  you.  As 
much  time,  then,  would  be  lost,  should  chc  cQemy  aticmpt  cros^ 


ing  Uit  river  fti  any  pass  within  your  giiard,  in  fir«i  ending  you 
notice  and  in  the  troops  to  wait  for  orders  vhat  to  do^  1  would 
adfise  you  to  exarotne  the  whole  river  from  the  up;>er  lo  the 
lower  guard  of  your  dhtrict ;  aud.  after  forming  an  opinion  of 
the  most  probable  crossing-places,  h&vc  those  well  walched,  ajid 
direct  the  rcfprnenttt  or  companies  mosl  convenient  10  repair,  u 
ibey  can  be  formed,  immediately  to  the  point  ol  attacl;,  and  give 
the  enemy  all  the  opposition  they  possibly  can.  Every  thing  in 
a  manner  depends  upon  the  defence  at  the  water's  edge.  In  like 
manner,  one  brigade  i«  to  support  another,  without  lo^s  of  time. 
Of  waiting  for  order*  from  rae.  I  would  also  have  you  fix  upon 
sonc  central  spot  convenient  to  your  brigade,  but  in  the  rear  a 
littJe,  and  on  some  roa<J  leading  icto  the  back  road  to  FhiUdel- 
pbia,  for  your  unnecessary  baggage,  wagons,  and  stores ;  that,  in 
case  your  opposition  should  prove  inefifectual,  these  things  may 
not  fall  [into  the  enemy's  hands]  but  be  got  off,  and  proceed  over 
>fefhamiTiy  Bridge  towards  Germantown,  agreeably  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  board  of  officers  the  other  day. 

Let  Die  entreat  you  to  dnd  out  aomc  pcnioo,  ivho  can  be  en- 
gaged to  crosa  the  river  as  a  spy.  that  we  may,  if  possf1>le,  obtain 
tonic  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  situation,  movements,  and  intea- 
lioci.  Particular  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the  person  sent,  if  any 
preparations  are  making  to  cross  the  river ;  whether  any  boats 
src  building,  and  where  ;  whether  any  arc  coming  over  land  from 
Brunawic;  whether  any  great  collection  of  horses  ia  made,  and 
for  what  pnrpoae.  Expense  mutt  not  be  spared  in  procuring 
Rich  inteltigence,  and  it  will  readily  be  paid  by  me.  We  are  in  a 
neighborhood  of  very  disAffcciod  people.  Eqnal  care  therefore 
tbould  be  taken,  Ihat  one  of  these  persons  docs  not  tindertalcc 
ihe  business  in  order  to  betray  us.     1  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


TO  GOVERNOR  TRUMBULU 


HaAO-Qif  AKTERS;  BucKs  CovWTr, 
14  DcLvmbcr.  1776. 


[  wa»  last  ntght   favored  with  yours  of  the  6th  in- 
stant.    In  a  leuer,  which  I  did  myself  the  pleasure 
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to  write  to  you  two  day^  ago.  I  gave  you  a  full  ac- 
count of  my  present  situation,  and  of  the  occurrences, 
which  have  happened  since  I  left  the  neighborhood 
of  Fort  Lee.  The  want  of  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion has  hitherto  hindered  the  enemy  from  making 
any  attempt  to  cross  the  Delaware  ;  and,  I  hope,  un* 
less  the  course  of  the  season  entirely  changes,  that 
the  weather  will  soon  prevent  their  making  use  of 
boats,  if  they  should  build  them. 

Your  situation  af  the  eastward  is  alarming ;  and  1 
wish  It  were  in  my  power  to  afford  you  that  assist* 
aace,  which  is  requisite,'  You  must  be  sensible,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  detach  any  part  of  my 
small  army,  when  I  have  an  enemy  far  superior  in 
numbers  to  oppose-  But  I  have  immediately  coun- 
termanded the  march  of  General  Heath's  division, 
who  were  coming  down  from  PeekskilK  It  is  ordered 
to  return  again  to  that  place,  and  hold  itself  ready  to 
move,  as  occasion  may  require.  General  Lee's  divi- 
sion is  so  necessarj'  to  support  this  part  of  the  army, 
that  without  its  assistance  we  must  inevitably  be 
overpowered,  and  Philadelphia  lost  I  have  ordered 
General  Arnold,  who  was  on  his  way  down  from 
Ticonderoga,  immediately  to  repair  to  New  London^ 
or  wherever  his  presence  will  be  most  nccessary, 
The  troops,  who  came  down  with  him  and  General 
Gates,  are  already,  from  the  advices  I  have  received, 
so  far  advanced  towards  this  army,  that  to  countcr- 

'  Ocnemi  CUnloii  und  Eail  Peicji,  with  six  thoUHnij  Drtiish  iroops  ^tctKlicil 
frnm  Ihc  main  army  al  Nvw  Vork,  took  poHFoion  of  Newport  ELnd  RboHv 
Inland  on  ttic  Slh  of  December,  t^ot  th?  Icltcn  of  Ccnprnl  Clmion  and  Sir 
Pettr  Parker  reliiJn£ta  thitfvent,  fcc  Rtm4mhrj&mtr,  vol-  lii,  pfL  7ti.  Vb2^ 
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mand  them  now  would  be  losing  the  small  remainder 
of  ihcir  services  entirely,  as  the  time  of  their  enlist- 
ment would  expire  before  they  could  possibly  reach 
you  ;  whereas,  by  coming  on  they  may.  in  conjunction 
with  my  present  force,  and  that  under  General  Lee, 
<^nable  us  to  attempt  a  stroke  upon  the  forces  of  the 
enemy,  who  ]le  a  good  deal  scattered,  and  to  all  ap- 
pearances in  a  state  of  security.  A  lucky  blow  in 
this  quarter  would  be  fatal  to  them,  and  would  most 
certainly  rouse  the  spirits  of  the  people,  which  are 
quite  sunk  by  our  late  misfortunes. 

In  the  interval  betw(?pn  the  dissolution  of  the  old 
and  the  enlistment  of  the  new  army,  we  must  put  our 
dependence  on  the  public  spirit  and  virtue  of  the 
people,  who.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have  manifested  but 
too  small  a  regard  to  their  rights  and  liberties  in  the 
Stales  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  excepted-  But  I  hope  such  a  spirit 
still  exists  among  your  people,  as  will  convince  these 
bold  invaders,  that,  although  they  may  by  a  superior 
naval  force  take  possession  of  your  seaport  towns, 
yet,  that  they  cannot  penetrate  and  overrun  your 
country  with  impunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
esteem.  Sir,  &c. 

P,  S,  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General 
Heath  of  the  foth  instant,  in  which  he  informs  me. 
that  his  division  was  to  cross  the  North  River  on 
that  day  ;  so  that  they  must  be  at  Morristown  by  this 
time,  which  is  but  fifty  miles  from  hence.  Upon  this 
consideration,  I  have  changed  my  intention  of  coun- 
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termanding  him,  for  the  same  reasons  as  are  given  in 
my  letter  above,  respecting  the  troops  under  Gen- 
erals Gates  and  Arnold. 


to  major-general  lee. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  la!ii  night  received  your  letter  of  the  i  ith  instant 
by  Major  Dehart  I  am  much  surprised,  tliat  you 
should  be  in  any  doubt  respecting  the  route  you 
should  take,  after  the  information  you  have  had  upon 
that  head,  as  well  by  letter,  as  from  Major  Hoops, 
who  was  despatched  for  the  purpoac.  A  large  num- 
ber of  boats  was  procured,  and  is  still  retained  at 
Tinicum,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  facilitate  your 
passage  across  the  Delaware  I  have  so  frequently 
mentioned  our  situation,  and  the  necessity  of  your 
aid,  that  it  is  painful  to  me  to  add  a  word  upon  the 
subject.  Let  me  once  more  request  and  entreat  you 
to  march  immediately  for  Pittstown,  which  lies  on 
the  route  that  has  been  pointed  out,  and  is  about 
eleven  miles  from  Tinicum  Fcrr>%  That  is  more  on 
the  flank  of  the  enemy,  than  where  you  are.  Advise 
me  of  the  time  you  will  arrive  there,  that  a  letter 
may  be  sent  to  you  about  your  further  destination, 
and  such  other  movements  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  enclosed  for  Generals  Gates  and  Arnold  you 
will  forward  by  an  officer  without  delay.  The  former 
I  have  requested  to  come  on  with  the  regiments  un- 
der his  command  with  all  possible  expedition  ;  the 
latter  to  go  to  the  eastward,  in  consequence  of  th' 


i77«] 


GEOIiG£  WASHINGTON- 


9T 


telligence  received  from  Governor  Trumbull  Part 
of  the  enemy  have  advanced  as  far  as  Burlingtont 
and  their  main  body,  from  the  best  information,  is  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Trenton  and  at  Pennington, 
The  Congress  have  adjourned  from  Philadelphia  to 
meet  at  Baltimore,  on  the  20th  instant,  and.  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  the  former,  have  directed  it 
to  be  defended  to  the  utmost  extremity  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  possessing  it.  The  fatal  conse- 
quences that  must  attend  its  loss  arc  but  too  ob- 
vious to  every  one.  Your  arrival  may  be  the  means 
of  saving  it.  Nothing  but  a  respectable  force.  I  am 
certain  from  melancholy  experience,  can  induce  the 
militia  Co  come  in  and  give  thetr  aid.  The  Roebuck 
and  a  sloop  of  war  have  arrived  in  Delaware  Bay,  and 
from  the  last  advices  were  lying  not  far  within  the 
Capes.  I  have  wrote  to  General  Heath  to  proceed 
with  his  troops  to  Pittsiown,  where  I  hope  to  hear  of 
the  arrival  of  General  Gates  with  the  regiments  that 
arc  with  him  in  a  short  time,  if  my  information  is 
true.     1  am,  &c' 


L 


TO   THE   COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY    OF   PCNNSVLVANIA. 

IS  December,  177^ 


Gbntlemen, 

With  the  utmuEit  regret,  I  must  inform  yuu  of  the 
loss  our  army  has  sustained  by  the  captivity  of  Gen- 

>  On  the  131b  \x*  wrote  to  Gat«i  frc»m  '*  DukinK  Rid^^r  *'  -— "  Entrr  nfjuft, 
%  certMA  groU  ouui  i*  rco^l  dnzanably  dc6ci«al^  He  hai  thrown  mc  Into  a  vtu- 
allob  when  I  baw  ny  dioicc  of  difficu1(;ct.  Tl  [  iU>  in  (hi»  Frcnrince,  I  litk 
»7««lf  uui  amy;  and  ■'  I  do  nuL  ^Uy.  ihc  Province  u  lott  l<jrvvcv.  .  .  . 
Ovi  OOaiMtl*  have  been  wnk  la  llie  \%%X  ^n^rrr." 
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eraJ  Lcc,  who  was  made  a  prisoner  on  the  morning 
of  tho  13th  by  a  party  of  seventy  of  the  enemy's 
light-horse,  near  a  place  called  Vealtown,  in  the 
Jerseys.  For  the  particulars,  I  refer  you  to  the  en- 
closed from  Genera]  Sullivan.  The  spirit  of  disaffec- 
tion, that  appears  in  this  countr>'.  I  think  deserves 
your  serious  attention.  Instead  of  giving  any  assist- 
ance in  repelling  the  enemy,  the  milttia  have  not  only 
refused  to  obey  your  general  summons  and  that  of 
their  commanding  officers,  but,  I  am  told,  exult  at 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  on  our  late  misfor- 
tunes, I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration, whether  such  people  are  to  be  trusted 
with  arms  in  their  hands.  If  they  will  not  use  them 
for  us,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  apprehend  they 
will  against  us,  if  opportunity  offers.  But,  even  sup- 
posing they  claimed  a  right  of  remaining  neuter,  in 
my  opinion  we  ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment  in 
taking  their  arms,  which  will  be  so  much  wanted  in 
furnishing  the  new  levies.  If  such  a  step  meet  your 
approbation,  I  leave  to  you  to  determine  upon  the 
mode.  If  you  think  fit  to  empower  me.  I  will  under- 
take to  have  it  done  as  speedily  and  effectually  as 
possible.  You  must  be  sensible,  that  the  utmost 
secrecy  is  necessary,  both  in  your  deliberations  on, 
and  in  the  execution  of.  a  matter  of  this  kind  ;  for, 
if  the  thing  should  take  wind,  the  arms  would  pres* 
ently  be  conveyed  beyond  our  reach,  or  rendered 
useless. 

Your  favors  of  the  13th  and  14th  Inst,  are  this  mo- 
ment come  to  my  hands.     I  am  glad  to  find  from  the 
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latter  that  the  militia  of  Lancaster  county  arc  in  mo* 
Hon;  and  I  am  in  hopes,  that  General  Mifflin's  ap- 
pearance in  the  different  counties  will  have  as  good 
an  effect  as  it  had  in  Philadelphia  I  have  received 
information,  tliat  the  body  of  the  enemy,  which  lay 
at  Pennington  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  moved  this 
morning  back  towards  Princeton.  If  so,  it  looks  as 
if  they  were  going  into  winter-quarters ;  and  this 
corresponds  with  tlie  account  brought  last  night  by  a 
prisoner,  a  servant  belonging  to  General  Vaughan's 
family,  who  says,  that  he  heard  his  master  talk  of  go- 
ing soon  into  winter-quarters.  The  troops,  who  lay 
at  Trenton,  are  likewise  filing  ofT  towards  Allentown 
and  Bordcntown  with  their  baggage,  which  makes 
me  conjecture  they  are  taking  the  road  to  South 
Amboy,  I  have  a  number  of  small  parties  out  to 
make  discoveries;  and,  if  the  motions  of  the  enemy 
are  really  such  as  I  have  mentioned  above,  I  shall 
soon  have  information  of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  my 
troops  arc  so  stationed,  as  to  prevent  them  from 
crossing  the  river  at  any  place  without  our  knowledge. 
But  1  am  in  great  hopes,  that  the  disappointment  in 
boats  and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  which  now  bc- 
pns  to  put  on  the  face  of  winter,  will  prevent  iheir 
making  any  attempt  on  Philadelphia  till  spring. 
This,  however,  should  not  in  the  least  slacken  your 
exertions  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  for 
the  fortification  and  defence  of  the  city  by  land  and 
water  ;  for  you  may  be  assured  that  will  be  their  first 
and  great  object  in  the  spring,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be.  &c 
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to  thb  president  of  congress. 

Sir, 

About  one  o*clock  to^ay  I  received  a  Letter  (rom 
Genl  Sullivarip  a  Copy  of  which  you  have  inclosed- 
1  will  not  comment  on  the  melancholy  intelligence, 
which  it  conuins,  only  adding,  that  I  sincerely  re- 
g^t  Genl.  Lee's  unhappy  fate,  and  feel  much  for  the 
loss  of  my  Country  in  his  Captivity. 

In  respect  to  the  Enemy,  they  have  been  indus- 
trious in  their  attempts  to  procure  Boats  and  small 
craft,  but  as  yet  their  efforts  have  not  succeeded- 
From  the  latest  advices  that  I  have  of  their  move- 
ments by  some  prisoners  and  others,  they  appear  to 
be  leaving  Trenton  and  to  be  filing  oflT  towards 
Princeton  and  Allen  Town.  What  their  designs  are. 
whether  they  mean  to  retreat  or  only  a  feint,  cannot 
be  determined.'  I  have  parties  out  to  watch  their 
motions,  and  to  form  if  possible,  an  accurate  opinion 
of  their  plans.  Our  force  since  my  last,  has  received 
no  augmentation;  of  course  by  sickness  and  other 
causes,  has  diminished ;  but  I  am  advised  by  a  letter 
from  the  Council  of  Safety  which  just  came  to  hand, 
that  CoU  Burd  and  Galbraeth  are  marching  with 
their  Battalion  of  Militia  and  also  that  some  small 
parties  are  assembling  in  Cumberland  County/ 

'  Hcwo  tuie»(hAt  "  the  wcatbcf  having  become  too  bei«rc  lo  keep  (he  tidd. 
«Dd  (lie  winter  canionmenEs  baviag  bcca  trnLn£cd.  ihc  tjoopii  muchcd"  lo 
their  TCkpcctivc  klmtionL 

*  "  Frnm  inrnrmAtLnin  received  of  the  enemy'i  Tnovem«n1«.  it  appears  lo  me 
Ehtt  thry  blend  Jc«ving  ihit  pirt  of  the  country,  ftnd  lo  relkre  townrdi  Biunv 
wic  ATtd  the  lovnt  contiguous  to  it,  pcrhapi  for  the  putp<ac  of  going  into  wio- 
tei  qUArEcts,  unleu  indeed  the  whole  thooLd  be  m(«nded  &»  a  feint.     Thert 


n?^] 


GEORGE  WASHiJi^GTON. 


lOT 


to  the  president  of  congress, 

Sir, 

Ift  a  late  letter,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  address* 
ing  you.  I  took  the  Hberty  to  recommend,  that  more 
battalions  should  be  raised  for  the  new  army,  than 
what  had  betn  voted-  Having  fully  considered  the 
matter,  1  am  more  and  more  convinced,  not  only  of 
the  propriety,  but  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
Thai  the  enemy  will  leave  nothing  unessayed,  in  tlie 
course  of  the  next  campaign,  to  reduce  these  States 
to  the  rule  of  a  most  lawless  and  insufferable  tyranny, 
must  be  obvious  to  every  one  :  and  that  the  militia 
arc  not  to  be  depended  on,  or  aid  expected  from 
them  but  in  cases  of  the  most  pressing  emergency^  is 
not  to  be  doubted-  The  first  of  these  proposilions 
is  unquestionable,  and  fatal  experience  has  given  her 
sanction  to  the  truth  of  the  latter  Indeed,  their 
lethargy  of  late,  and  backwardness  to  turn  out  at  this 
alarming  crisis,  seem  to  justify  an  apprehension,  that 

dot*  vol,  ibcnfort  ippeur  the  s*me  u^c£t&iiy  for  your  ulvanclnj*  »t  itrx\  coo* 
focivrcd  Ai  the  time  my  order?  lor  your  mitrchmg  were  determined  on,  For 
1li»  rcAMdt  (ftiweU  AK  vn  Af^comitor  lh«  <]ftn|;cr  which  llir  Sutc  of  Nev  Vark 
voald  b*  exposed  1o^  «nd  which  Ihe  Convention  hiiA  r«]i resign trri  Ia  tn*  hy  (titir 
Ittler)  1  ihcmld  conceive  ti  10  be  rvpcdicm  for  you  to  return  vith  Ptrurn'i 
bdCiik  10  your  formei  ttation  :  these  troops  you  Are  to  pott  in  Ihe  matt  «d- 
v«nU£COU  nmiter  to  ontwcr  the  purpoiei  of  defending  the  country  from  the 
IncurtblM  of  llie  enemy  Bud  of  curbing  the  insolence  uf  tbc  disAffer^letl'  tlow- 
<vtF,  preriout  Voyour  depBrlure  fTom  Ibe  Jerteys.  I  entirety  ngree  wiih  you  In 
Mflliifteal,  ihiE  the  troopi  cannot  be  belter  employed  tliJin  in  (Utpmine  «ny  of 
ihiecneni/*  pottt.  either  it  HifktnKacorilic  puts  Adjjicent  Ihjl  irc  aoiltuated 
M  lo  adaiil  tA  a  strong  prol>ibiUty  of  tucceai.  An  cnlerpriie  o£  (Lis  sort  vJll 
cncoongv  001  frtondft  and  advance  Ibe  rriCTvJiiD)^  wrv^cr,  whir^li  is  a  mallei  of 
iMfladte  impoitabc«.  At  to  C«lon«l  Vote*  with  Gre^ton't.  8oiid'ii  uid  Pottct*t 
■CfttacBti,  I  voald  choote  (hey  ihould  move  forwards  to  join  GenerU  GfltOL" 
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nothing  can  bring  them  from  their  homes.  For  want 
of  their  assistance,  a  large  part  of  Jersey  has  been 
exposed  to  ravage  and  to  plunder ;  nor  do  I  know 
that  Pennsylvania  wouJd  share  a  better  fate,  could 
General  Howe  effect  a  passage  across  the  Delaware 
with  a  respectable  force.  These  considerations  have 
induced  me  to  wish,  that  no  reliance,  except  such  as 
may  arise  from  necessity,  should  ever  be  had  in  them 
again  ;  and  to  make  further  mention  to  Congress  of 
the  expediency  of  increasing  their  army.  I  trust  the 
measure  will  meet  with  their  earliest  attention. 

Had  I  leisure  and  were  it  necessary,  I  could  say 
much  upon  this  head ;  but,  as  I  have  not,  and  the 
matter  is  well  understood^  I  will  not  add  much.  By 
augmenting  the  number  of  your  battalions,  you  will 
augment  your  force;  the  officers  of  each  will  have 
their  interest  and  inlluence  ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
their  numbers  will  be  much  greater^  though  they 
should  not  be  complete.  Added  to  this,  from  the 
present  confused  state  of  Jersey^  and  the  improper 
appointment  of  officers  in  many  instances.  I  have  lit- 
tle or  no  expectation  that  she  will  be  able  to  raise  all 
the  troops  exacted  from  her,  though  I  think  it  might 
be  done,  were  suitable  spirited  gentlemen  commis- 
sioned, who  would  exert  themselves,  and  encourage 
the  people,  many  of  whom  (from  a  failure  in  this  in- 
stance, and  who  are  well  disposed)  are  making  their 
submission.  In  a  word,  the  next  will  be  a  trying 
campaign  ;  and  as  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  may 
depend  upon  the  issue  of  it,  I  would  advice,  that 
nothing  should  be  omitted,  that  shall  seem  necessary 
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to  our  success.  Let  us  have  a  respectable  army,  and 
such  as  will  be  competent  to  every  exigency-  I  will 
also  add,  that  the  critical  situation  of  our  affairs,  and 
the  dissolution  of  our  present  force,  now  at  hand, 
rpqijire,  that  ev('r>"  nerve  and  exertion  be  employed 
for  recruiting  the  x\^w  battalions.  One  part  of  Gen- 
eral Howe's  movements  at  this  time,  I  believe,  is 
with  a  design  to  distract  us  and  prevent  this  business. 
If  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  should  force  him 
into  winter-quarters,  he  will  not  remain  there  longer 
than  necessity  shall  oblige  him  :  he  will  commence 
hi3  operations  in  a  short  space  of  time ;  and  in  that 
time  our  levies  must  be  made  up,  to  oppose  him,  or 
I  fear  the  most  melancholy  of  all  events  must  take 
place,     *    •    • 

The  Cloathing  of  the  Troops  is  a  matter  of  infi- 
nite importance,  and  if  it  eouldbe  accomplished,  would 
have  a  happy  effect-  Their  distresses  are  extremely 
great,  many  of  'cm  being  entirely  naked  and  must  so 
thinly  clad  as  to  be  unfit  for  service.  I  must  entreat 
Congress  to  write  to  the  Agents  and  Contractors 
Upon  this  subject,  that  every  possible  supply  may  be 
procured  and  forwarded  with  the_*  utmost  expedition. 
I  cannot  attend  to  the  business  myself,  having  more 
than  I  can  possibly  do  beside^/ 

^Inspoiuipxiiij;  for  not  mtkiiienn  caroler  reply  irialcUer  from  ihcCnnvun- 
tlOA  of  Nw  VoiSl.  Wiihiiicion  wnjic  on  ihc  i6Lh  :  "  The  corn  liniial  molioci  of 
our  amy  for  ramc  lime  paiti.  put  il  out  of  my  power  to  sit  rv|fularly  ilowii  lo 
tnnblfiiB  failecd  I  Iiatc  ngv  so  much  on  my  hindt  ami  uich  a  cbotce  of  il^- 
callie**  Uk4t  t  luMly  Looir  i*liii;h  lint  U>  Allcfld  to.  ,  .  .  Ai  the  oHic«  of 
Aid  Ukjor  hu  been  hitherto  UEiknrrwn  in  the  ConlinenUl  hervict.  perhiipA  hj 
intTodaclac  it  iumon^  f^^  rc^menU,  uinbriisc  might  be  given  10  the  others  If 
ll«7  were  not  likewise  provided  wiih  an  officer  nf  the  >anw  kind,  And  therefore 
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TO    LIEUTCNANT-CENHRAL    HOWE. 


Sir, 

I  would  beg  leave 
proposition  for  the 
several  letters  I  hav 
and  to  inform  you. 
oAicers  in  exchange 
persuaded,  Sir,  that 


HsAP*QUAJLTtii»,  17  December,  177&. 

to  recall  your  actentlon  to  the 

exchange  of    prisoners,   in    the 

e  lately  written  on  thai  subject. 

that  I  have  not  received  such 

as  were  requested  by  me.      I  am 

this  mistake  has  arisen  from  Mr. 


ta  stoid  ditpqlA,  1  could  viih  th«  atAtter  fniBbt  be  wtived.  .  .  .  When  I 
ordered  down  Grn.  H(Aih  from  hJt  pMt  At  ihe  Hi^liAndk,  it  vk  dooe  in  coa- 
■equvnca  ol  %  dftermlmtioH  of  %  Council  oE  Oencnl  OETicer^,  who  agreed  thai 
w%  hitd  no  other  inc«a»  cf  hli^ppidjE  the  pru^icvt  of  CencxaJ  H<jir(-  whu  v^as  va 
fividpnr]y  miikLEig  %  (fmnd  ^imh  ro  iziaUff  himself  miitfrT  nf  rhiladnlik^iA  Thi? 
advanKKCAof  kcci^iij;  po^^won  of  (he  poMi  Inthc  HLghhnrtt  were  not  unat- 
tciiiicit  Eo.  Wc  coaiitdcrcd  thai  (he  Enemy  httl  throitn  ihc  niAin  tKidjr  of  tbdr 
irmy  over  ralo  Jersey^  thai  th«7  were  About  to  tnakc  ■  conuderablc  cnibftrka. 
tlon  (which  hat  »lnce  turned  out  to  be  Agalii&t  New  Engknd),  and  that  It  would 
tilcc  moat,  if  not  the  retnoiodcr  of  their  Mmr  to  lc«<p  up  tht  gi^rTiiunt  ac  New 
York,  ftc^ ,  And  that  therefore  they  tiod  not  a  (ufRcicnt  farce  Icf E  to  Attempt  the 
strong  pott  I  ai  the  llifibUtidi^  tho' only  guarded  by  General  George  Clinton 
with  the  force  of  the  Stale  of  New  York. 

"General  How«  ruily  foroed  our  unaj^  mnoy  to  retftaE  before  him  to  the 
DdftWArr,  t'Ui  Dot  fin<iin);  boat)  to  tntiiport  hi*  tioopi  fwe  having  h&d  tide 
■nd  precnulion  to  *ccnfp  anH  dif^lroy  f  Jiem)  hf  *crm»  by  hii  lafe  morioni  to  be 
movtnjt  back  tow.irdB  Brunswick  for  winter  quarters  or  inlndin^  ■  feint.  L7pon 
thii  change  of  mctHUtvi  I  have  immediately  ordvrctl  General  H«lh  to  r^tiim 
to  Frckikill  with  Uefteral  fanoni^'  bhgni:le.  U  he  hndt  uiy  of  the  Eni^my** 
povt*  at  tIaekeiiHick  or  el^cwLjrre  weakly  jftiinlcd,  he  \%  tu  cudotTui  It*  \vctA 

'*  t  iliallf^ve  the  Deputy  quairlcr  muiet  General  orders  to  have  the  clothing 
both  ocw  tnd  old  brought  up  to  fhit  army,  and  ha^^  it  dutribtiled  at  it  la 
most  wanted.  But  you  may  depend,  if  the  old  cloalhs,  which  hove  been  m> 
charirably  coriEilbuLc^  by  the  iahaMian[!i  uf  Fhfladelphiji,  tan  auwcr  ihe  prew 
ent  ncwtutiH  of  the  otbn  regimentB)  that  Kh.^  new  ihall  be  all  applied  10  Eh« 
regiment  puiiculiiriy  bdongbg  to  yoir  State/" — Watkiti^n  to  ikt  Peitnsyl' 
vama  CoumU of  Saftty,  16  December,  Xlt^. 

"Youf  cnlleCtion  of  oM  cloathonforEh^uteof  ourannydrwrvesmywannni 
tbankft  ;  they  are  of  ihe  grciccti  ute,  and  bhitl  he  divtrtbuicd  where  thify  arc 
ino4t  waaled.     I  think  W  the  CoiDoaitlcc,  or  home  proper  penoji*,  were  ap- 
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Commissar]'  Lonng's'  z«al  to  facilitate  the  business; 
but  1  would  at  the  same  time  desire  that  you  would 
give  him  orders,  whenever  any  of  your  officers  arc 
sent  in  by  me,  not  to  send  others  in  exchange,  till  he 
is  furnished  with  a  list  from  me,  of  such  as  I  would 
choose  to  prefer,  whicli  shall  always  be  done  as  soon 
as  possible  For  as  the  prisoners  seldom  pa33  my 
head-quarters  on  their  way.  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
transmit  such  lists  by  them,  without  occasioning  their 
delay.  If  this  mode  is  not  complied  with  in  future, 
I  shall  be  under  tlic  disagreeable  necessity  of  stop- 
ping others  from  going  in,  as  my  ideas  and  expecta* 
tions  are  by  no  means  answered  by  what  has 
happened.* 

poinled  lo  1^  ifaTouf[l  the  Coimiy  of  Bucki  %xA  make  a  colteclTon  of  blankets, 
dtc,  in  1h(  manner  you  hAVcdooctn  Philadelphia,  \K  uouIJ  be  l?cllfr  than  doing 
4  in  a  military  wtjr  \ff  mc,  for  nun;  pct)pl<:,  ub<>  wr>u1i[  tic  witling  tc  oi^ntrb- 
atvor  mJI,  if  BAkcd  l4  do  *u  by  iIjcU  iiGi|;f]^i>rh  t>r  Hti^HnLiiiniuT^  ffvl  Ehcin> 
■alwaa  hart  whta  th«  damand  w  nudv.  bitcked  lij'  xti  drmvd  far»-  But  t  woiild 
al  th<  flioir  time  remark  thai  if  any.  who  can  bparc  witEiouE  inconvemencie,  le- 
FuM  to  do  t(.  I  vroald  fmnwdiaiely  give  proper  «iAi(UT]C«  lo  take  from  ihem." 
^W4uhingtcm  ta iht PfnmytvGnia  Cmmdt 0/ Sc/ffy,  2a  December,  IT;6- 

■  Joahua  l.*onn£.  commluary  Ecncrat  of  Bhtiifa  prifOtien. 

*  "  Wheiher  General  Ifowe  can  Accommodiic  them  [the  prlkoucrv]  licKcr  in 
palai  of  roam.  E  will  fjol  determine.  Ta  be  vxn  he  cannot  ufely  trtibt  ihem 
ibraad  {n  a  cooniry  which  he  hu  bui  jutt  taken  paucuion  of.  I  have  alreajf 
leal  m  all  or  KKW  of  the  priunen  that  wctc  in  (he  Siaiei  of  Pcnnnlvank, 
JefMjr  iftd  Muyhndn  and  made  a  demand  (jf  lucb  oQicm  in  exchange  as  1 
iboqbl  Tcn  beat  inlitlcd  \*>m  |4efTrencD,bc|{inaingwilli  tbusc  taken  aK^ucbcc 
■bdar  Cvn.  Montjomvry  aad  Arnold.  Bat  Central  llow«,  without  paying  anjp 
icgprd  to  my  rtqueil  «ci;t  out  mch  as  bni  pleased  hun.  or  who  made  the  mo«l 
WipMX  ipplkatkm.  I  luve  rrmotiiimtnl  hliarply  upon  lhi»  hoftd,  and  told  Gcn. 
Hv««  in  «apr««« lermij  chil  unlets  lit  will  a|^e  10  Kend  out  Boch  only  41 
I  nooM;  Ivfll  pot  send  any  more  of  hSs  prlwnertln.  Dot  to  ihii  leiiei  \  have  rv- 
Hivwl  no  nuver/' —  tVi^ikiM^ttM  y  C^tfrrHSr  Trmm^uU,  31   Dcecmbvr,  1776. 

"  The  aftonoU  receive<l  from  NturVork  mpKtln£lhe  dlAtreuiiet  of  our  pnV 

faiilDCC  aie  to  recommend  to  your  honcrabJe  todv.  that  meti^ura  ahoUd 

W  mkcB  to  ellcci  tfi  eachange  at  won  ai  pouible,  or  ili  \xf  m  eirt^um»(ancc« 
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I  enclose  you  a  Itsi  uf  7  officers  who  were  sent  hi 
from  Bristol  on  the  14th  and  of  two  OfRcers  and  two 
privates  who  accompany  the  present  flag.  As  the 
remainder  of  all  those  who  were  in  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania are  on  the  Road  and  expected  here  daily. 
I  shall  defer  making  a  demand  of  those  1  would  chuse 
in  Exchange  till  the  whole  come  up. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL    HEATH. 

1$  DrcvmbeT.  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  a  letter  just  received  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, (copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed)  I  find 
that  they  had  ordered  six  thousand  militia  to  be  Im* 
mediately  raised,  and  appointed  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous at  Danbury  in  Connecticut,  where  they  are  to 
meet  General  Lincoln,  who  is  to  take  the  command. 

will  ftdmit  of.  Ever  since  the  cutel  h»  beea  settled  belwceo  Gen.  Howe  md 
myself.  T  have  been  ^ndeavaring  is  iccomptish  it,  1>ut  m}'  aiCemplt  hjive  been 
aU«ndrd  «tl}i  bul  IrClk  tuccctt.  For  (he  pm^incrx  brlun^^tng  [o  <her  BrifiKh 
■rnij-  and  irhp  have  been  kcrit  frum  Jer»cj.  Ftnn*jrl,ania,  and  Minjl*nd,  Gm. 
Howe,  or  nihtr  bi&  ci>rTimi«it.iTy  hat  iinjIprfmliPTk  'if  h,\\  moiw  molion.  anil  (Oiu 
tr&ry  la  my  exprf>(&  requisition,  lo  return  ■  riiijul^ei  bcloni^tnti:  to  \x\  whu  wpcc 
not  called  for,  »riiL  whote  rcleiLi>cmcnL  should  li&vc  hoen  postponed  tilt  3k\\m 
thai  of  othen-  t  have  v rote  ti^  (.i«n-  Howe  on  the  «objtcI,  and  prMume  in 
future  thai  none  «rill  be  teiiL  out  lat  ihow  Jtaoicd  tt>  lae-  That  tbiit  buKincH 
ina^  not  remdn  ui  objeet  of  further  d«Uy»  t  would  adviie,  iSm  at!  the  pritonov 
tn  your  «Ute  be  immcdiRiely  Hcni  to  the  commDndJne  olHcer  of  the  liritlah 
iroopji  on  the  iiJ«nd  of  Rhodt-ldflnd,  Iftklng  two  exkct  Ii»t(  of  the  rames, 
corp*.  and  nnki  of  the  ofticer*,  and'the  numbef  of  privatei,  tifincd  by  ihe 
ofhcrfr  of  the  higheii  rank  ;  one  io  be  vent  w^th  tiim  accompanied  by  %  line  lo 
G«-  Howr,  rhal  the  pArlienUr  pH«on«r)  bdanpng  to  v,\.  and  to  be  rceviwd 
in  nrhangr.  i*ni  he  rrnniri^  by  mf .  to  wHch  end  I  mim  rt?r|UMt  thai  the  oliei 
IU1  be  tmniedjalcly  tmitmitled  to  me,  thai  (he  rcquiiilion  inny  bf  made." 
—  W^thington  te  Ihr  CommiUtt  tf/  AVrt  Hamfthirf,  aa  PeteoFbcr.  17 J6» 
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You  will  perceive  from  the  tenor  of  the  letter,  that 
the  appearance  of  the  men  of  war  and  transports  off 
the  coast  of  New  Enghnd  did  not  seem  to  alter  their 
intention  of  sending  the  militia  forward  ;  but  I  am 
Inclined  to  thinlc,  if  the  descent  should  really  be 
madCr  they  will  find  employ  for  them  nearer  home. 
If  this  considerable  reinforcement  should  arrive  with 
you,  I  do  not  know  how  you  could  better  employ 
them,  or  render  more  essential  service  to  the  cause, 
than,  after  keeping  a  sufficient  force  to  guard  the 
passes  of  th<^  Highlands^  by  throwing  such  a  number 
over  into  Jersey,  as  would  cover  the  upper  parts  of 
that  province,  and  afTord  such  support  and  assistance 
to  the  well  affected,  as  would  encourage  them  to  join 
you  and  keep  the  enemy  within  straiten  bounds  than 
they  are  at  present.  You  may  depend,  that  the  great 
end  they  have  in  view  is  to  spread  themselves  over 
as  much  country  as  they  possibly  can,  and  thereby 
«rike  a  damp  into  the  spirits  of  the  people,  which 
will  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the  new  enlistment  of 
the  array,  on  which  all  our  hopes  depend,  and  which 
they  will  most  vigorously  strive  to  effect.  To  carry 
this  plan  into  execulion,  they  have  already  extended 
themselves  as  far  westward  as  the  Delaware,  and  if 
the  whole  of  your  army  continues  on  the  east  side  of 
Hudson's  River,  they  will  have  possession  of  all  the 
country  between  that  river  and  the  Delaware,  which 
includes  the  whole  province  of  Jersey  and  part  of 
New  York,  As  soon  as  you  find  yourself  in  a  situa- 
tion to  send  a  force  into  the  upper  parts  of  Jersey,  I 
would  have  you  immediately  communicate  your  inten* 
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tions  to  the  people,  with  assurances  that  you  will  be 
ready  to  back  and  support  theni  in  any  movements, 
which  they  may  make  in  your  favor.  1  am  certain, 
chat  the  defection  of  the  people  in  the  lower  [tart  of 
Jersey  has  been  as  much  owing  to  the  want  of  an 
army  to  look  the  enemy  in  the  face,  as  to  any  other 
cause,  though  10  be  sure  neither  cost  nor  pains  has 
been  spared  to  influence  them  against  us. 

Whatever  steps  you  take  in  this  affair,  I  would  wish 
you  to  consult  and  cooperate  with  General  Lincoln,  of 
whose  judgment  and  abilities  I  entertain  a  very  high 
opinion.  I  would  just  add,  that  your  attention  should 
likewise  be  paid  to  the  country  between  Peekskill  arid 
Kingsbridge,  by  aHfordlng  st>me  protection  and  coun- 
tenance  to  the  people  there,  from  whom  you  may 
draw  supplies  and  perhaps  some  men  (or  the  new 
army.  Particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
bridge  at  Crolon  River,  which  secures  your  front  1 
enclose  to  you  a  letter  for  General  Lincoln,  which 
please  to  forward  to  him  wherever  he  may  be.  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.' 

■  "  Were  U  nm  for  ihem  [thue  nev  fnrcet],  In  ft  few  diyt,  by  rciunn  nf  the 
impoltey  >nd  fiial  tyiicm  of  tharl  bhtrmcnU.  Ihcre  would  noi  be  ihc  Icui 
Bhidow  of  «n  Army  to  check  ihc  opcTDCioni  of  ihc  rn^my-  I  ihould  be  bippy 
if  there  hid  been  just  grounds  lot  th«  report  of  ih«  bilcccm  of  oar  amuat 
lIULkenuclc,  but  maucia  b»c  been  entirely  Iha  fcvcnc.  By  the  enpUnlloo  tA 
the  wrvtce  of  the  ttOO^K  dpboinJnated  th#  Flying  Carrp  mm  on  the  itt.  itiBL^ 
ind  their  return  home,  our  force  on  ihis  lide  Hudson'*  Kir«r,  (which  before  thai 
period  WAS  not  corapelent  Co  >  facccuEal  opjjufrilion.)  wm  rtduccdtoa  niorv 
boodftil-  With  thiQ  smtll  number,  without  deriving  the-  \tffA\  aid  from  the 
milliw,  noiwitbxUndlng  the  nrllcit  and  mosi  prei&ing  tppUcatfo^.  I  have  been 
punhed  thro'  Jdsey  by  tha  nuiia  body  of  tlie  enemy';  army,  and  for  vnnt  of 
their  auUiance  a  Urgv  pari  of  Ihui  ntite  hat  bcfn  apaaed  to  %\\  Ihe  cfTeciK  of 
r«v«ge  uid  of  th?  most  wanton  plunder.  The  DeUwAre  now  divide*  wbnl  re- 
mjuni  of  our  little  force  fmm  that  of  Gen-   Howe,  whoce  object  beyimd  sLI 
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TO  JOHN    AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 

CAKr,  HtA*  THE  FAIL*  OF  TwiwrOW, 
iS  l>c«4inbc«.  1776. 

Dear  Brother, 

Owing  to  the  number  of  letters  I  write,  the  recol- 
lection of  any  particular  one  is  destroyed,  but  1  think 
my  last  to  you  was  by  Colonel  Woo<]ford>  from 
Hacktnsac*  Since  that  time,  and  a  little  before,  our 
affairs  have  taken  an  adverse  turn,  but  not  more  than 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  unfortunate  measures, 
which  had  been  adopted  for  the  establishment  of  our 
army.  The  Retreat  of  the  Enemy  from  the  White 
Plains  led  me  to  think,  that  they  would  turn  their 
thoughts  to  the  Jerseys^  if  no  farther,  and  induced 
me  to  cross  the  North  River  with  some  of  the 
Troops,  in  order  if  possible  to  oppose  them.      I  ex- 

qOtttkiQ  U  IQ  pouc»  Philadctijlm-  Th«y  have  been  induitnoui  tn  th«if  cRorts 
topfocait  bo»u  (or  their  trnniportBtion,  bui  the  precaution!  I  hate  uktji,  h*vp 
hi'.hcrio  r^niercd  theff  ■lienpts  unHieccufut^  How  thinga  will  CerminAl*  t 
nnit  ^n  lo  itiell ;  at  >«(  I  have  rerdvcij  bui  llltle  or  no  AugmcDUtion  except 
ck&I  of  tlw  city  intUtkft,  wh«  have  turned  out  in  «  >piriled  mtnner  Convioccd 
tlHt  PhiUdelpfaii  wu  the  obj«ct  of  Mt.  Howe'i  cnovementi  ind  oF  e1^  Utal 
MOMilBtaoMCbai  would  attend  iheloMof  \K.  1  wrote  forGcntn  Lee  to  remtorce 
sie  with  the  troop*  ufidcr  hi»  JmnioliAU  cimi  miutd.  By  lonu  lueaci  ot  otJi«Jf 
tbvkr  arriv«l  hai  bvirn  rvUrdvd.  ind  utilmppily  on  Fndiy  tait,  rhe  CmCiM^nX, 
lurine  Li't  bte  diTitiim  «acl  prcnredrd  three  or  kor  mUct  nearer  i\c  enemy, 
ihM  18  nilet  from  him,  of  vhich  they  were  itiformed  by  tome  Todei,  wu  nir- 
peiiod  juid  orritd  off  About  it  o'clock  by  >  pftny  of  70  LJgbt  llone.  1  will 
net  egmiacat  irpOQ  ihU  unhappy  accldem.  I  feci  raach  for  hit  niLsforiuD«  uid 
ftfo  fuiifcle  tbftl  in  hi»  capiiritf ,  eur  cooniry  hu  I«e  a  wm  friend  and  an  sbU 
diffioo.  Upon  tbie  whole  our  tffAirs  are  m  4  much  less  promuins:  condition  thu 
eoold  b«  wiihed,  yet  I  trust,  undef  the  xmilet  of  Providence,  Atid  our  own  «Ji<t- 
ciMi*v  wc  ibaJI  be  happy.  Our  cause  ia  righieoub  >nd  muftt  be  tupporUd, 
Every  ser««  tboold  be  strfttnpd  to  levy  ihe  new  irmy.  If  wc  cAn  but  procnrcB 
ropecublo  on«  in  «CA>on,  all  maybe  well,  and  [«  thin  no  pains cati  bctoo|;n«t, 
Tb«  neii  rampaip^  will  hr  an  im[wr1anl  [f-nv].  an'l  rhr  iwiun  may  Irafi  lo  hap- 
pincMw^-or  tii«  most  metancholy  of  all  wrul^^'^tVaakinftMK  to  CtrVfrmar  Bo^ 
4dm,  If  I>«c«mb«r,  1776. 
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pected  to  have  met  at  least  five  thousand  men  of  the 
Flying  Camp  and  militia  ;  instead  of  which  I  found 
less  than  one  half  of  tliat  number,  and  no  disposition 
in  the  Inhabitants  to  afford  the  least  aid.  This 
being  perfectly  well  known  to  the  Enemy,  they  threw 
over  a  lai^e  body  of  Troops,  which  pushed  us  from 
place  to  place,  till  we  were  obliged  to  cross  the  Dela- 
ware with  less  than  three  thousand  men  fit  for  duty, 
owing  to  the  dissolution  of  our  force  by  short  Enlist- 
ments :  the  Enemy  s  numbers,  from  the  best  accounts, 
exceeding  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men. 

Before  I  removed  to  the  south  side  of  the  river,  1 
had  all  the  Boats  and  other  Vessels  brought  over,  or 
destroyed,  from  Philadelphia  upwards  for  seventy 
mites,  and,  by  guarding  the  Fords,  I  have,  as  yet, 
baffled  all  their  attempts  to  cross.  But»  from  some 
late  movement  of  theirs,  I  am  left  in  doubt  whether 
they  are  moving  ofT  for  Winter-Quarters,  or  making 
a  feint  to  throw  us  off  our  guard.  Since  I  came  on 
this  side,  I  have  been  joined  by  about  two  thousand 
of  the  city  militia,  and  I  understand,  that  some  of  the 
country  militia,  (from  the  back  counties,)  are  on  their 
way.  But  we  are  in  a  very  disaffected  part  of  the 
Province;  and,  between  you  and  me,  1  think  our 
affairs  are  in  a  very  bad  situation  ;  not  so  much  from 
the  apprehension  of  General  Howe's  army,  as  from  the 
defection  of  New  York,  Jerseys,  and  Pennsylvania- 
In  short,  the  conduct  of  the  Jerseys  has  been  most 
Infamous,  Instead  of  turning  out  to  defend  their 
country,  &  affording  aid  to  our  army,  they  are  making 
their  submissions  as  fast  as  they  can.  If  the  Jerseys 
had  given  us  any  support,  wc  might  have  made  a 
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Stand  at  Hackinsac.  and  after  that  at  Erunswic;  but 
the  few  mitttia,  that  were  in  armf;,  disbanded  them- 
selves &  left  the  poor  remains  of  our  army  to  make 
the  beat  we  could  of  il. 

1  have  no  doubt  but  General  Howe  will  still  make 
an  attempt  upon  Philadelphia  this  winter  I  see  noth- 
ing to  oppose  him  a  fortnight  hence,  as  the  time  of 
all  the  troops,  except  those  of  Virginia  reduced  (almost 
to  nothing,)  and  Smallwood's  Regiment  of  Maryland, 
equally  as  bad,  will  expire  in  less  than  that  time- 
In  a  word,  my  dear  Sir.  if  everj^  nerve  is  not  strained 
to  recruit  the  new  army  with  alt  possible  expedition,  I 
think  the  game  k  pretty  near  up,  owing,  in  a  great 
measure^  to  the  insidious  arts  of  the  Enemy,  and  dis- 
affection of  the  colonies  before  mentioned,  but  prin- 
cipally to  the  accursed  policy  of  short  enlistments,  and 
placing  too  great  a  dependence  on  the  militia,  the  evil 
consequences  of  which  were  foretold  fifteen  months 
ago,  with  a  spirit  almost  Prophetic.  Before  this 
reaches  you,  you  will  no  doubt  have  heard  of  the 
captivity  of  General  Lcc.  This  is  an  additional  mis- 
fortune, and  the  more  vexatious,  as  it  was  by  his  own 
folly  and  Imprudence,  (and  without  a  view  to  answer 
any  good,)  he  was  taken,  going  three  miles  out  of  his 
own  camp,  and  wiihin  twenty  of  the  enemy  to  lodge, 
a  rascally  Tor^^  rid  in  the  night  to  give  notice  of  it 
to  the  enemy,  who  sent  a  party  of  light-Horse  that 
seized  and  carried  him,  with  every  mark  of  triumph 
and  indignity. 

You  can  form  no  idea  of  the  perplexity  of  my  situ- 
ation. No  man,  I  believe,  ever  had  a  greater  choice 
of  difticulties,  and  less  means  to  extricate  himself  from 
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them.  However^  under  a  full  persuasion  of  the  jus- 
tice of  our  cause,  I  cannot  entertain  an  Idea,  that  it 
will  finally  Sink,  tho"  It  may  remain  for  some  time 
under  a  cloud. 

My  love  and  sincf^re  regards  attend  my  sister  and 
the  f:imily,  with  compliments  to  all  inquiring  friendi. 
With  every  sentiment  of  friendship*  a6  well  a&  love*  I 
am  your  most  affectionate  brother/ 


TO   THE    PREi>ID£NT   OK   CX)NOneSS. 

CAMIV    ABuVX  TftXMTDN    FALU, 
3l^  ao  December,  \Tf^- 

I  have  waited  with  much  impatience  to  know  the 
determination  of  Congress  on  the  propositions,  made 
some  time  in  October  last,  for  augmenting  our  corps 
of  artillery,'  and  establishing  a  corps  of  engineers. 
The  time  is  now  come,  when  the  first  cannot  be  de- 
layed without  the  greatest  injury  to  the  safety  of 
these  States;  and,  therefore,  under  the  resolution  of 
Congress  bearing  date  the  12th  instant,  at  the  re- 
peated instance  of  Colonel  Knox,  and  by  the  press- 
ing advice  of  all  the  general  officers  now  here. 
I  have  ventured  to  order  three  battations  of  ar- 
tillery to  be  immediately  recruited-  These  are  two 
less  than  Colonel  Knox  recommends,  as  you  will  see 

'  "  Nothing  ^er  AmUf^d  in«  niAte  lliftn  ihc  nere  uM  lo  be  wrote  by  JoJin 
DickinviQ,  Etqr.  to  hi»  brother,  Ihe  i^cner^.  \i  he  tpp!ie&  to  mc  lo  ihow  him 
ihc  cooirnti,  )  lee  norcoion  fm  refuting,  becfiuw  h?  may  eAxily  be  informed  by 
applying  (t>  lh«  writer/*  Wathxn^ii^n  to  M/  Pennsyh'aiiia  0*vntii  af  Sc/^ty^ 
19  December,  1 776.  Dickimijfj  had  Aricica  10  liii  brotbci  not  to  ftccepl  any 
mor*  Contincnul  inoti«y  in  liqui<lanon  «f  b(>nd<  uitl  niflrl£iig«c  htU  by  htm, 
Tbfl  letter  had  b«en  loif  rccptod, 

•  Vol.  JV.,  476. 
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by  his  plan  enclosed  ;  but  then  this  scheme  compre- 
bends  all  the  United  States,  whereas  some  of  the 
States  have  corps  already  established,  and  these 
three  battalions  are  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
operations  in  this  quarter,  including  the  northern 
department- 

Thc  pay  of  our  artillerists  bearing  no  proportion 
to  that  in  the  English  and  French  service,  the  mur- 
muring and  dissatisfaction  thereby  occasioned,  the 
absolute  impossibility,  as  I  am  told,  of  getting  them 
upon  the  old  terms,  and  the  unavoidable  necessity  of 
obtaining  them  at  all  events,  Iiave  induced  me,  also  by 
advice,  to  promise  officera  and  men,  that  their  pay 
shall  be  augmented  twenty-five  per  cent,  or  that  their 
engagements  shall  become  null  and  void.  This  may 
appear  to  Congress  premature  and  unwarrantable. 
But,  Sir  if  they  view  our  situation  in  the  light  it 
strikes  their  officers,  they  will  be  convinced  of  the 
utility  of  the  measure,  and  that  the  execution  could 
not  he  delayed  till  after  their  meeting  at  Baltimore. 
In  short,  the  present  exigency  of  our  affairs  will  not 
admit  of  delay,  either  in  council  or  the  field ;  for  well 
convinced  I  am,  that,  if  the  enemygo  into  quarters  at 
all,  it  will  be  for  n  short  season.  But  I  rather  think 
ihc  design  of  General  Howe  is  to  possess  himself  of 
Philadelphia  this  winter,  if  possible ;  and  in  truth  I 
do  nol  see  what  is  to  prevent  him,  as  ten  days  more 
will  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of  our  army.  That 
one  great  point  is  to  keep  us  as  much  harassed  as  pos- 
^ble,  with  a  view  to  injure  the  recruiting  ser\*icc  and 
hinder  a  colleccion  of  stores  and  other  necessaries  for 
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the  next  campaign,  I  am  as  clear  in,  as  I  am  of  my 
existence.  If,  thcrcfcrc,  wc  have  to  provide  in  the 
short  interval  and  make  these  great  and  arduous 
preparations,  every  mailer  that  in  its  nature  is  self- 
evident  is  to  be  referred  to  Congress,  at  the  distance 
of  a  hundrwl  and  thirty  or  forty  miles,  so  much  time 
must  necessary  elapse,  os  to  defeat  the  end  in  view. 

In  may  be  !>aid,  that  this  is  an  applii;alion  for 
powers  that  are  too  dangerous  to  be  entrusted.  I 
can  only  add.  that  desperate  diseases  require  desper- 
ate remedies;  and  I  with  truth  declare,  that  1  have 
no  lust  after  power,  but  I  wish  with  as  much  fervency 
as  any  man  upon  this  wide-extended  continent  for  an 
opportunity  of  turning  the  sword  into  the  ploughshare. 
But  ray  feelings,  as  an  officer  and  a  man,  have  been 
such  as  to  force  me  to  say,  thai  no  person  ever  had  a 
greater  choice  of  difficulties  to  contend  with  than 
I  have.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that  short  enlistments, 
and  a  mistaken  dependence  upon  militia,  have  been 
tlie  origin  of  all  our  misfortunes,  and  the  great  ac-* 
cumulation  of  our  debt.  ,We  find,  Sir.  that  the  enemy 
are  daily  gathering  strength  from  the  disaffected. 
This  strength,  like  a  snow-ball  by  rolling,  will  in- 
crease, unless  some  means  can  Ise  devised  to  check 
effectually  the  progress  of  the  enemy's  arms.  Militia 
may  possibly  do  it  for  a  little  while  ;  but  in  a  tittle 
while,  also,  and  the  militia  of  those  States,  which 
have  been  frequently  called  upon,  will  not  turn  out 
at  all ;  or,  if  they  do,  it  will  be  with  so  much  reluc- 
tance and  sloth,  as  to  amount  to  the  same  thing. 
Instance  New  Jersey  !  Witness  Pennsylvania  !    Could 
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any  thing  but  the  river  Delaware  have  saved  Phila- 
delphia? Can  any  thing  (the  exigency  of  the  case 
indeed  may  justify  it)  be  more  destructive  to  the 
recruiting  service,  than  giving  ten  dollars'  bounty  for 
six  weeks'  service  of  the  militia,  who  come  in.  you 
cannot  tell  how,  go,  you  cannot  tell  when,  and  act, 
you  cannot  tell  where,  consume  your  provisions,  ex- 
haust your  stores,  and  leave  you  at  last  at  a  critical 
moment  ? 

These,  Sir,  are  the  men  I  am  to  depend  upon,  ten 
days  hence;  this  is  the  basis,  on  which  your  cause 
will  and  must  for  ever  depend,  till  you  get  a  large 
standing  army  sufficient  of  itself  to  oppose  the 
enemy.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  give  it  as  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  that  eighty-eight  tjattalions  are  by  no 
means  equal  to  the  opposition  you  are  to  make,  and 
that  a  moments  time  is  not  to  be  Io<it  in  raising  a 
greater  number,  not  less,  in  my  opinion  and  the 
opinion  of  my  ofticcrs,  than  a  hundred  and  ten.  It 
may  be  urged  that  it  will  be  found  difficult  enough  to 
complete  the  first  number.  This  may  be  true,  and 
yet  the  ofBcers  of  a  hundred  and  ten  battalions  will 
recruit  many  more  men,  than  those  of  eighty-eight. 
In  my  judgment  this  is  not  a  time  to  stand  upon 
expense  ;  our  funds  arc  not  the  only  object  of  consid- 
eration- The  State  of  New  York  have  added  one 
battalion  (I  wish  they  had  made  it  two)  to  their 
quota.  If  any  good  officers  will  offer  to  raise  men 
upon  Continental  pay  and  establishment  in  this  quar- 
ter, I  shall  encourage  them  to  do  so,  and  regiment 
them  when  they  have  done  it.     If  Congres^s  disap- 
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prove  of  this  proceedings  they  will  please  to  signify 
it,  as  I  mean  it  for  the  best.  It  may  be  thought  that 
I  am  going  a  good  deal  out  of  the  line  of  my  duty,  to" 
adopt  these  measures,  or  to  advise  thus  freely,  A 
character  to  lose,  an  estate  to  forfeit,  the  inestimable 
blessing  of  liberty  at  stake,  and  a  life  devoted,  must 
be  my  excuse, 

1  have  heard  nothing  of  the  light-horse  from  Vir- 
ginia, nor  of  the  regiment  from  the  Eastern  Shore." 
I  wish  to  know  what  troops  arc  to  act  in  the  different 
departments,  and  to  have  those  from  the  southward, 
designed  for  this  place,  ordered  on  as  fast  as  they 
shall  be  raised.  The  route  should  he  pointed  out  by 
which  they  arc  to  march  ;  assistant  commissaries  and 
quartermasters  stationed  upon  the  communication,  to 
supply  their  wants ;  the  first  or  second  officer  of  each 
battalion  should  forward  them,  and  the  other  should 
come  on,  receive,  and  form  them  at  their  place  of 
destination.  Unless  this  is  immediately  set  about^ 
the  campaign,  if  it  should  be  clo,sed,  will  be  opened 
in  the  spring  before  we  have  any  men  in  the  field. 
Every  exertion  should  be  used  to  procure  tents ;  a 
clothicr-gcncral  should  be  appointed  without  loss  of 
time  for  supplying  the  army  with  every  article  in 
that  way  ;  he  should  be  a  man  of  business  and  abil- 
ities, A  commissary  of  prisoners  must  be  appointed 
to  attend  the  army  ;  for  want  of  an  officer  of  this  kind, 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  conducted  in  a 
most  shameful  and  injurious  manner.  We  have  had 
them  from  all  quarters  pushed  into  our  camps  at  the 

'  The  cAhCcm  aborc  of  Uic  Cheup««ke  &«>> 
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most  critical  junctures,  and  without  the  least  previous 
notice.  Wc  have  had  them  travelling  through  the 
diflferenc  States  in  all  directions  by  certificates  from 
committees,  without  any  kind  of  control ;  and  have 
had  instances  of  some  going  into  the  enemy's  camp 
without  my  privity  or  knowledge,  after  passing  in  the 
manner  before  mentioned.  There  may  be  other  offi- 
cers necessary,  whom  1  do  not  recollect  at  this  time, 
and  who,  when  tboujjht  of,  must  be  provided ;  for 
this.  Sir,  you  may  rely  on,  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, under  the  present  establishment,  is  obliged  to 
attend  to  the  business  of  so  many  dilTercnt  depart- 
ments, as  to  render  it  impossible  to  conduct  that  of 
his  own  with  the  attention  ncccssarj- ;  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  injurious. 

In  a  former  letter,  1  intimated  my  opinion  of  the 
necessity  of  having  a  brigadier  for  every  three  regi- 
ments, and  a  major-general  to  every  three  brigades, 
at  most  I  think  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  making  the 
appointments,  that  the  arrangements  may  be  conse- 
quent This  will  not  only  aid  the  recruiting  service, 
hut  will  be  the  readiest  means  of  forming  and  disci- 
plining the  army  afterwards,  which,  in  the  short  time 
u*e  have  to  do  it,  is  of  amazing  consequence,  I  have 
labored,  ever  since  1  have  been  in  the  service,  to  dis- 
courage all  kinds  of  local  attachments  and  distinc- 
tions of  country,  denominating  the  whole  by  the 
greater  name  of  Amekican,  but  I  have  found  it 
impossible  to  overcome  prejudices:  and,  under  the 
new  establishment.  1  conceive  it  best  to  stir  up  an 
emulation;  in  order  to  do  which*  would  it  not  be 
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better  for  each  State  to  furnish.  Uiough  not  to 
appoint,  their  own  brigadiers  ?  This,  if  known  to 
be  part  of  the  establishment,  might  prevent  a  good 
deal  of  comenrton  and  jealousy;  and  would,  I  be- 
lieve, be  the  means  of  promotions  going  forward  with 
more  satisfaction,  and  quiet  the  higher  officers. 

Whilst  I  am  speaking  of  promotions,  I  cannot  help 
giving  it  as  my  opinion,  that,  if  Congress  think  proper 
to  confirm  what  I  have  done  with  respect  to  the  corps 
of  arlillery.  Colonel  Knox,  at  present  at  the  head  of 
that  department  (but  who,  without  promotion,  will 
resign),  ought  to  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  it, 
with  thr  rank  and  pay  of  brigadier.  I  have  also  to 
mention,  that,  for  want  of  some  establishment  in  the 
department  of  engineers  agreeably  to  tlic  plan  laid 
before  Congress  in  October  last,  Colonel  Putnam, 
who  was  at  head  of  it,  has  quitted,  and  taken  a  regi- 
ment in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  I  know  of  no 
other  man  tolerably  well  qualified  for  the  conducting 
of  that  business.  None  of  the  French  gentlemen^ 
whom  I  have  seen  with  appointments  In  that  way, 
appear  to  me  to  knowany  thing  of  the  matter  There 
is  one  in  Philadelphia,  who.  I  am  told,  is  clever;  but 
him  [  have  never  seen,  I  must  also  once  more  beg 
leave  to  mention  to  Congress  the  expediency  of  let- 
ting promotions  be  in  a  regimental  line-  The  want 
uf  this  has  already  driven  some  of  the  best  officers, 
tliat  were  in  your  army,  out  of  the  service,  From 
repeated  and  strict  inquirj'  I  am  convinced,  that  you 
can  adopt  no  mode  of  promotion  that  will  be  better 
received,  or  that  will  give  more  general  sarlsfaction. 
I  wish  therefore  to  have  it  announced. 
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The  casting  of  cannon  is  a  matter,  that  ought  not 
to  be  one  moment  delayed  ;  and.  therefore,  I  shall 
send  Colonel  Knox  lo  put  this  in  train,  a5  also  to 
have  travelling-carriages  and  shot  provided,  and  lab- 
oratories established,  one  in  Hartford,  and  another 
in  York-  Magazines  of  provisions  should  also  be 
laid  in.  The?w  I  shall  fix  with  the  commissary.  As 
our  great  loss  last  year  proceeded  from  a  want  of 
teams,  I  shall  direct  the  quartermaster-general  to 
furnish  a  certain  number  to  each  regiment  to  an-* 
swer  the  common  purposes  thereof,  that  the  army 
may  be  enabled  to  remove  from  place  to  place  differ* 
ently  from  what  we  have  done,  or  eould  do^  this 
campaign.  Ammunition-carts,  and  proper  carts  for 
intrenching  tools,  should  also  be  provided,  and  I  shall 
direct  about  them  accordingly.  Above  all,  a  store  of 
small  arms  should  be  provided,  or  men  will  be  of  lit- 
tle use*  The  consumption  and  waste  of  these,  this 
year,  have  been  great.  Militia  and  Flying-Camp 
men  coming  in  without  them  were  obliged  to  be  fur- 
nished, or  become  useless.  Many  of  these  threw 
their  arms  away ;  some  lost  them,  whilst  others  de- 
serted, and  took  them  away,  in  a  word,  although  I 
used  every  precaution  to  preser\'c  them,  the  loss  has 
been  great ;  and  this  will  for  ever  be  the  case,  in 
such  a  mixed  and  irregular  army  as  ours  has  been. 

If  no  part  of  ilie  troops  already  embarked  at  New 
York  has  appeared  in  Virginia,  their  destination 
doubtless  must  he  to  some  other  cjuarter ;  and  that 
State  must,  I  should  think,  be  freed  from  any  inva- 
sion, if  General  Howe  can  be  effectually  opposed  in 
this-      I  therefore  enclose  a  memorandum,  given  mc 
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by  Brigadier  Stephen  of  Virginia,  which  Congress 
will  please  to  adopt  in  the  whole,  in  pnrt,  or  reject,  as 
may  be  consistent  with  their  plans  an  J  intelligence. 

That  division  of  the  army,  lately  under  the  com- 
mand o(  General  Lee,  now  of  General  Sullivan,  is 
just  upon  the  point  of  joining  us,  A  strange  kind 
of  fatality  has  attended  it.  They  had  orders  on  the 
i^lh  of  November  to  join,  now  more  than  a  month. 
General  Gates,  with  four  ca_stcrn  regiments,  is  also 
near  at  hand  ;  three  others  from  those  Slates  were 
coming  on,  by  his  order,  by  the  way  of  Feekskill,  and 
had  joined  General  Heath,  whom  I  had  ordered  on 
with  Parsons's  brigade,  to  join  me,  leaving  Clinton's 
brigade  and  <;ome  militia,  that  were  at  I-'orts  Mont- 
gomery and  Constitution,  10  guard  the^^e  important 
passes  of  the  Highlands.  But  the  Convention  of 
the  State  of  New  York  seemed  to  be  much  alarmed 
at  Heatli  s  coming  away,  a  fleet  appearing  off  New 
London,  and  some  part  of  the  enemy's  troops  retir- 
ing towards  Brunswic,  induced  me  to  countermand 
the  order  for  the  march  of  Parsons's  brigade,  and  to 
direct  the  three  regiments  from  Ticonderoga  to  halt 
at  Morristown  in  New  Jersey  (where  I  understand 
about  eight  hundred  militia  had  collected),  in  order 
to  inspirit  the  inhabitants^,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
cover  that  part  of  the  country,  I  shall  send  General 
Maxwell  tlu»  day  to  tiikc  the  command  of  them,  and, 
if  to  he  done,  to  harass  and  annoy  the  enemy  in  their 
quarters,  and  cut  off  their  convoys.  The  care  and 
vigilance,  which  were  used  in  securing  the  boats  on 
^  this  river,  have  hitherto  baftled  every  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  cross  ;    but,  from  concurring  reports  and 
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appearances,  they  are  waiting  for  ice  to  afford  them 
a  passage. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  Governor  Cooke  of  Rhode  Island,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy/  Previous  to  this,  and  immedi- 
ately uiKin  the  first  intelligence  obtained  of  a  fleet's 
going  through  the  Sound,  1  despatched  orders  to 
Generals  Spencerr  and  Arnold  to  proceed  without  de- 
lay to  the  eastward.  The  first  I  presume  is  gone. 
The  latter,  not  getting  my  letter  till  he  came  to  a 
place  called  Easton,  was,  by  advice  of  General  Gates, 
who  ako  met  my  letter  at  the  same  plac*?,  induced  to 
come  on  hither  before  he  proceeded  to  the  eastward. 
Mu5t  of  our  brigadien*  are  laid  up.  Not  one  has 
come  on  with  the  division  under  General  Sullivan, 
but  they  are  left  sick  at  different  places  on  the  road 
By  accounts  from  the  eastward,  a  large  body  of 
men  had  assembled  in  Rhode  Island  from  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  ConncclicuL  I  presume,  but  I 
have  no  advice  of  it,  that  the  militia  ordered  from 
the  first  to  rendezvous  at  Danbury,  six  thousand  in 
number,  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Lin- 
coln, for  supplying  the  place  of  the  disbanded  men 
of  that  State  in  the  Continental  army,  will  now  be 
ordered  to  Rhode  Island,  In  speaking  of  General 
,  Lincoln,  1  should  not  do  him  justice,  wc^re  I  not  to 
add,  that  he  is  a  gentleman  well  worthy  of  notice  in 


■  Gov«vnor  Cooke  wrolo  on  ch«  SLh  llui  ^tf  UrfliJih  ihlp«  of  irai  »ti<1  tran^ 

potU  k>id  cnUrcd  (he  liirbnt  \>l  Newport  oii  (lie  ^^^\  ;  lliJit  fUiwIc  Kland  hnil 
b«cn  «v»cut#d  with  ih*  io4  uf  jibmit  3n  licivj  cArinrpti  :  ihul  «ij^t  lhnii«and 
of  ike  cacns]'  hotl  Uiii1c<l  ind  were  marthlntt  upon  Newport,  HowlnncJ't  tnd 
Britlol  Krrry^  Waihin^Eari  rqjljcd  thai  tic  coulj  not  AfTord  aay  u»ittancc,  i&d 
bcUcvcl  tliAl  Uie  eiwiny  would  oonfinc  th«iQ6ctva  to  ibe  iiJani!. 
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the  military  line.  He  commanded  the  militia  from 
Massachusetts  last  summer,  or  fall  rather,  and  much 
to  my  satisfaction,  having  proved  himself  on  all  occa- 
sions an  active,  spirited,  sensible  man,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  his  wish  to  remain  in  the  military 
line,  or  whether,  if  he  should,  any  thing  under  the 
rank  he  now  holds  in  the  State  he  comes  from  would 
satisfy  him.  How  far  an  appointment  of  this  kind 
might  offend  the  Continental  brigadiers.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say;  many  there  arc,  over  whom  he 
ought  not  to  be  placed :  but  I  know  of  no  way  to 
discriminate.  Brigadier  Reed  of  New  Hampshire 
does  not,  I  presume!,  mean  tci  continue  in  the  service; 
he  ought  not,  as  I  am  told,  by  die  severity  of  the 
smallpox,  he  is  become  boih  blind  and  deaf.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be.  &c 

P.  S.  Generals  Gates  and  Sullivan  have  this  instant 
come  in.  By  them  I  learn,  that  few  or  no  men  are 
recruited  out  of  the  regiments  coming  on  with  them, 
and  that  there  is  very  little  reason  to  expect,  that 
these  regiments  will  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue 
after  their  term  of  ser\"ice  expires,  If  militia  then  do 
not  come  in.  the  consequences  are  but  too  evident/ 


TO    MAJOa-GENERAL    HEATH. 

HtADQlTARTKlt^  AT  KlTTH**,  DeC.  3I«I,  I776. 

Deak  SlU. 

I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  13th  insL, 
and  wish  you  may  have  succeeded  in  your  intended 
scheme  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Hackinsac  Bridge. 

'  Read  in  Congrcu  December  36th. 
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In  my  letter  of  the  tSth  I  transmitted  you  a  copy 
of  3  letter  from  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay.  advising  that  six  thousand  men  were  coming 
from  that  State,  under  General  Lincoln,  to  supply 
the  place  of  the  militia  which  had  returned  home,  and 
of  their  troops,  whose  lime  of  Ser\'ice  will  soon  ex- 
pire. At  the  tim*;  of  writing,  I  thought  it  probable 
that  their  reinforcement  might  be  ordered  to  the 
Siacc  of  Rhode  Island,  in  case  uf  an  invasion^  and 
which  1  find  has  actually  taken  place ;  and  therefore 
did  not  so  strenuously  urge  that  it  should  be  sent 
here.  Indeed.  I  had  then  hopes,  from  the  informa* 
tion  I  had  received,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
eastern  troop*  who  were  marching  to  join  me  had  re- 
enlisted  ;  but  ro  my  great  distress  and  mortification, 
1  find  the  report  to  have  been  without  the  least  foun- 
dation, and  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  I  am  to 
be  left  with  a  handful  of  men-  I  therefore  request, 
that  if  the*ic  troops  have  come  on  to  Peckskilh  and 
also  the  four  batallions  which  I  am  advised  by  Gov- 
ernor  Trumbull  liave  bec^n  raised  in  Connecticut  to 
serve  till  the  15th  of  March  next,  that,  after  securing 
the  passes  and  fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  with  a 
sufficient  number  (which  I  should  imagine  need  not 
exceed  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  men  at  farthest,) 
besides  the  force  which  1  apprehend  will  be  provided 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Convention  of  New  York  you 
will  forward  on  all  the  rest  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion to  join  such  troops  as  \  may  bt;  able  to  collect 
for  the  defence  of  Philadelphui,  That  city  is  now  the 
object  of  the  enemy's  designs.     Let  me  entreat  you 
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to  impi'css  the  ofticers  ;ind  men  with  a  due  sense  of  it!> 
importance  in  the  present  contest  (or  our  liberty,  and 
that  without  their  speedy  and  early  arrival  it  may  be 
lost,  I  am  persuaded  these  considerations  will  be 
duly  regarded  and  urge  ihem  on  to  ever>'  possible  ex- 
ertion. As  yrt,  but  fc'w  <iuccors  belonging  to  thi« 
State  have  come  in,  nor  do  I  hear  that  many  are  in 
motion.'    Wlien  they  have  heard  that  other  States 

^  "The  firuch{eflyrcU(eflloy<furv'ltheiiJIiAlthciriMf|i^  uf  ihc  SuicofCon' 
Qcctkttt.  whose  timer  »pirc«  on  Ihc  finl  of  Jaiiijciry.  may  by  InEreaElct  Aiid 
proniiiRfc  of  revftud  be  inOaccd  10  suy  beyond  Ihcir  term.  TahI  cKi^criEnui:  liiu 
ftpeaicdly  conviaccd  m,  Oiai  Iroopi,  «l  lh«  t&KntX.  faronblfl  tviuoii  ai  thfl  ycAr 
and  well  tup|Jicd  wilh  every  ncccsury,  cannot  be  jireva^nl  upun  lo  >»liy  t.  day 
longer  thftn  what  (hey  Gii£4|Eicd  for  ;  If  thai  hay  ficm  Ihe  in><e  under  thecireum- 
Etflnceh  1  liavc  lueutjoped,  it  cannot  In:  cKpccIc^l  Ihnl  men  worn  oul  vith  a 
Uti^ine  campiigD  and  ia  want  of  even  necctsaty  doathii^  at  the  mon  in- 
clement >tf4M?n  of  the  ycitr,  will  01  UQ  AAjr  Ijeyond  iheEr  eitgAgeinenL  liidcc<t, 
fvcppt  ihcy  would  rnliit  unpw,  vt  convnl  (o  day  n  ronif^rrnble  lim^,  1  Ihrnk 
they  hAd  betlej  t«n  borne  »  ffl«t  ctK  pouihU,  for  thereby  Ehey  will  hftve  tiioc  \^ 
bdTe  refreibed  theniietm.  and  vhca  they  have  (orjfbi  their  fati£ii«>.  tliey  will 
probdblj  inlUt  again  tunc  enough  tt>  cake  the  iicid  in  the  if  ring  .  .  .  When  I 
reflect  upon  what  uur  itiuaiioD  \t\  thii  t|iur<er  vUl  be,  Ld  lea  ddyv  fiom  ibb 
tini«.  T  im  ftlmoil  ]«d  to  detf>air.  Ae  I  sud  befow,  1  eaiiaoi  count  upon  those 
troopt  vbaic  lime  ii  to  exinn  upon  the  fim  of  foauary.  I  Am  thm  left  with  a 
few  loatheru  regimcnii  almoai  re<luced  to  nolhing  by  lickneai  and  fatigue,  lo 
oppose  ihe  main  botfj'  of  C^ncml  >lowe'i  army,  Uying  cIok  upon  my  froni, 
and  mn*t  avHure^Lly  wi\ktfcn|-  for  Uie  <lia(oluiion  of  our  army  to  in4bo  aa  Ctay  « 
conquest  of  the  pravificc  of  iVaojiylvaniji  %%  ihcyhnvc  done  of  Jcn«y,  ]  do 
not  f  nd  rhff  militiji  of  PrnnhylvuniJi  inrlinnl  (o  givi*  mr  :i^  mmb  Av^inTini-r  ■» 
tbey  are  abto  to  dtj.  were  ihcy  vilbng ;  ibii'  I  am  ciiLLravoring  to  bring  theiu 
out  by  e^cry  meant,  and  am  making  ukc  of  boih  ibrcatft  ami  pcnuuion  10  gab 
my  end.  1  Khal)  draw  the  new  inluied  troops  together  as  fiut  as  they  cut  lie 
cvllcLtcU,  urmed  and  accouirrd,  but  much  oinnot  he  expected  from  ibnt  wurce 
fn  ttom«  ijme.  \i  the  foiu  rcgimentB  of  mibtla  from  youf  Slate,  and  ilie  hii 
tloaund  men  ordered  in  hy  the  State  of  Ma^ichiitetlt  tbould  orrWe  aL  Peekk- 
ikill,  Gcnenl  Heath  will  have  a  much  Inrgei  body  of  men  than  he  will  have 
tny  ^ccouoD  for  at  that  place,  and  I  had  dclermiued  that  they  should  ccrver  the 
vpper  part  of  Jer»y ;  but  under  my  proeni  dfAkculdes,  I  sball  order  u  mnny 
oa  con  b?  vpard  lo  proeccd  Ihm  far.  Tho  nccctnty  of  the  timei  muit  plead 
my  dcuie  for  calling  men  »o  f«r  fvom  home,  and  at  this  teuon  of  the  year. 
who  hove  an  enemy  just  landed  on  thdf  own  <o«its>  and  have  not  oeu  a  Con- 
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are  applied  to»  and  pushing  in  aids  for  their  defence, 
perhaps  they  will  arouse  from  that  lethargy  which 
now  keeps  them  back  against  the  most  pressing  calls 
of  interest.  In  a  word,  Sir,  my  situation,  and  that 
of  our  cause,  is  critical,  and  truly  alarming.  With- 
out vigorous  exertions  and  early  succors  I  do  not  see 
what  reasonable  hope  iJierc  will  be  to  preserve  Phila- 

llncnU]  rq^meni  lo  usbl  tJi«in  ;  bot  I  Inst  tlw7  wtU  undertake  thiv  cbe»rf«Ujr, 
wbeft  1hie7rcBcct.  thai  thcyoinnoi  c^i^urc  ihai  hb^rty  which  they  have  to  nobly 
contooJcd  (or,  nhllc  um  ^uiiimun  ciicin/  mniuUiii*  any  fcmijui^  u|;uu  any  ^ut 
of  ikU conlinpii!-'* — Wtitkingrott  Ai  f^%\rrni.»r  T^nrmhuU,  Si  nei?*rmber,  17?*. 

*'  Whcit  ]  wrote  (o  you  on  the  ijtli  infiCiini.  [  h^  ILtllc  itoulil  n|  icccIirtniE 
conddcrmblc  luppori  from  Lhc  mililii  of  tliU  .Stdic.  and  tris  taught  to  believe 
thml  K  Urge  part  of  ih?  old  troops  coming  wich  General  L«c  hod  re-cnlisled.  It 
li  nnlcr  to  cvnccivg  ihaa  dcscHbe  the  situadon  I  tm  Uu-^lefi, — cr  ihall  be  Ui 
•  wry  Iq^  dayt  w^ih  only  n  veiy  few  Scnilhetn  rofimecla  (rt<LiK«d  «]pioat  lo 
notkia^)  (0  oppose  Hoire's  main  anny.  tlreuly  potcd  in  ludi  a  manner  u  to 
poiLf  in  hi*  whule  force  upon  us  to  soon  u  Che  froit  aflatdt  him  a  paut£e  over 
the  Utlattiuis  uid  our  nujiibct  auch  ns  to  give  do  effectual  oppotition.  Thus 
Cirtvinslaiiccd,  it  i*  1  mAltcr  ol  concern  to  me  thnl  in  my  Uii  I  direcTcd  you  lo 
IaIu  b^ck  AI17  of  thf  luilitia  dchigned  for  ihc  !iup|K>rl  of  die  Biiuy  under  my 
coinmnfl,  mnd  hnvr  tc^  rtviueit  that  inclnd  *>t  ordering  the  return  oi  any  of 
Uiove  that  were  dctlinc^d  fot  thk  D«par(ttient,  by  order  of  the  respective  Slalcc, 
Ihai you  will  haitlcn  them  on  ntth  all  pi^sibie  expedition,  ai  I  see  no  other 
chance  of  Hiving  l^lAdelplua  and  prnenting  1  fatal  blow  lo  Atnerica  in  the 
lob  of  a  city  rruTii  trheni^e  »i>  much  of  ouj  mourvea  are  ^nwT\."—  iVm^tigtim 

'*  1  eniirat  yciu  cocollvcl  every  maji  yon  piuaibly  can-  Send  people  out  to 
conlradkt  Ihc  repofU  ihai  are  clreulaled  Ihal  we  have  more  men  than  ue  want, 
fitin  »liidi,  mjjiy  periiap»  tJuL  irould  turn  oul  if  tliey  thought  there  was  a  rc4] 
oecesiliy,  remain  at  hume,"^  h^aikinziantit  the  Ptnasyivama  Otuttfiiof  Saftty, 
»a  l>e<eint>c:r,  17J6. 

"  E  n«l  euiidtly  inire«T  yan,  ^it.  mml  Ibr  rvnt  of  lh«  jft-nlltrntrii  nf  yonxr 
Conunillee  to  etcrl  your  inlliience  aniuh|-  the  people  of  the  county,  and  «n< 
JfTOi  lo  nijake  them  turn  0^1  jzenerally,  in  ilefcncc  of  their  (-aj-ltnJ.  whieh  wlU 
■io«t  aiauredJy  fall  a  Mcrijice,  unlcs  the  miiida  of  the  fravince  conrnhatc 
lai|;cly  lo  iis  defciic«.  Those  vho  ore  >o  far  loit  to  a  love  ot  their  coaairy  as 
to  »«fUH  lo  UnA  «  hind  to  ili  support  ai  ihU  criikal  lime,  inity  dopcnd  spoa 
bctoc  treaitedas  tbeir  lAieaets  uid  want  of  public  ^pihl  will  moftt  Juitlyila- 
lenVi" — Wtukit^tfim  fl»  tftpti  Gwrfffw,  Chttirman  ef  J^oriJU/nfit^  Cftrnty^  as 
DcOTmber,  1776, 
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delpKia  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands*  They 
will  attempt  to  possess  it  as  soo»  as  the  Delaware  is 
so  frozen  as  to  admit  of  their  passage,  Appearances 
and  many  concurring  reports  agree  in  this. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  isih.  and  am  happy 
to  hear  of  your  success  at  Hackinsac.  The  stores 
you  got  will  be  of  great  service. 

By  a  letter  just  received  from  General  McDougall, 
I  find  he  has  been  much  indisposed,  and  is  now  at 
Morristown.  I  intend  to  write  him  to  return  to 
Pceksklll  to  conduct  matters  in  that  department  with 
General  George  Clinton  requesting  you  and  General 
James  Clinton  to  come  on  with  the  eastern  troops 
which  1  have  mentioned,  if  ihey  have  arrived  at 
Peekskill,  and  it  should  be  necessary'  for  him  to  come. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


TO   COLONEL   JOSEPH    REED, 
OH   COLONEL   JOHN    CADWALADEK,'  AT   BRISTOL. 

CAur,  Abovz  TuKTON  Falu.  33  December,  1776. . 

Dear  Sir, 

The  bearer  is  sent  down  to  know  whether  your 
plan  was  attempted  last  night,  and  if  not  to  inform 
you,  that  Christmas-day  at  night,  one  hour  before 
tf  day,  is  the  time  fixed  upon  for  our  attempt  on  Tren- 
ton. For  Heaven's  sake,  keep  this  to  yourself  as 
the  discovery  of  it  may  prove  fatal  to  us;  our  num* 
bers,  sorry  I  am  to  say,  being  less  than  I  had  any 
conception  of:  but  necessitj\  dire  necessity,  will,  nay 

'  Brother  to  Colond  L^imbert  Cai:i»atade/,  of  the  ConuncutMJ  Mrvict. 
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must,  justify  ofiy  aUeriipL  Prepare,  and,  in  concert 
with  Griffin,  attack  as  many  of  their  posts  as  you 
possibly  can  with  a  prospect  of  success ;  the  more  we 
can  attack  at  the  same  instant,  the  more  confusion 
we  shall  spread,  and  great(?r  good  will  result  from  it, 
Wf  I  had  not  been  fully  convinced  before  of  the 
enemy's  designs,  I  have  now  ample  testimony  of  their 
inteDtions  to  attack  Philadelphia,  so  soon  as  the  ice 
will  afford  the  means  of  conveyance. ' 

As  the  colonels  of  the  Continental  regiments  might 
kick  up  some  dust  about  command,  unless  Cndwala- 
der  is  considered  by  them  in  the  light  of  a  brigadier^ 
which  I  wish  him  to  be,  1  desired  General  Gates,  who 
is  unwell,  and  applied  for  leave  to  go  to  PhiLiddphia, 


'  R««^  had  ttrilt^n  to  Wuhington  from  Bnilol  oa  the  aid  urging  the  aeccs- 
dtTof  aitcmpllng  somciluiig  "  Kq  revive  oar  expuing  crrclil*  give  our  ciuw 
•one  ciepec  oi  Tupuimioo,  ind  prevent  a  loUl  dcprcciallori  of  Ihe  ConiiacnlAl 
metttf,  which  ii  coming  on  very  fist :  th*t  even  a  fkiturc  tnnnol  be  more  fittl 
dun  10  Kinitn  in  out  ^irescnt  situiuion ;  b  ihort,  wme  cntcrpmc  mu»l  be 
uaieriiken  la  our  prcitiit  circamsUnces,  or  we  muit  give  up  the  cause-  In  a 
little  cuoae  the  Coalinemiil  iimy  will  be  dinolvni.  The  mililia  must  be  taken 
bvfixe  tlinr  dpiiilB  and  iistioocc  an  ciliauAtciJ  ;  ^n^l  the  ^tJUcfcd,  divided  state 
of  th«  «nemyaff<irdt  ut  a  f*ir  oppi^ft unity  of  trying  whal  out  men  will  do,  wli»ii 
called  lo  an  affensive  attack.  Wtll  it  not  he  jKitiibli;,  my  dear  Gcneml,  for  your 
troopa,  or  sudi  part  of  thrin  ai  can  aci  with  advaii|i|;e,  10  make  a  divcninEip  or 
ioiMtbiDi£  more,  ai  or  atiout  Trniton^*'  The  lemiill  waft  acnufcnnce  al  head- 
iliuricrv  and  "  on  iIie  AdjutnEiE-Gcnvrarii  tctufu  tu  Brlhiol.  where  hv  coufctred 
wiib  Cudwalodsr,  in  coBipuiy  irith  Colocicl  Juhn  Cuic,  h?  criuAcd  the  river  And 
prcciTRTed  in  th«  <jiiart(n  u\  t.^ciloncl  Otilin  at  Mount  Holly,  io  iIctermLne  on 
meaiiufca  of  tmTncdinle  and  active  ci>-r>peraliLin,  They  found  that  ofliccr 
iflhouUy  in,  and  <he  ootidilion  of  hU  Iroopt,  their  oambcr  and  equipment,  such 
aa  lo  put  ui  end  to  «iil  hope  o(  efleciive  cfloitt  ori  his  pari-  AU  thai  could  be 
|jLi\jiuiicd  Hua  partial  divuki^n,  wMch  iru  «nin<d  leto  tifTcci  ihc  ncut  ^y, 
%nA  by  ncuit  of  which  CounT  Tlorvop  wat  drawn  frian  hii  (]unrlm  at  Bordrn- 
liown  further  into  the  inicrior,  Gti^n  rrlixing,  »lowty  ftkirmiahing^  bcfcire  him/* 
Reed,  Liji  fff  y*ttpk  fUt^i,  Im  373.  See  Galloway,  fiffiy  A»  iAr  OhttrvtiHffm^f 
Sir  yVm.  fio^jfy  36,  93. 
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to  endeavor,  if  his  health  would  permit  him,  to  call 
and  stay  two  or  three  days  at  Bristol  in  his  way,  I 
shall  not  be  particular;  we  could  not  ripen  matters 
for  our  attack,  before  the  lime  mentioned  in  the  first 
part  of  this  letter ;  so  much  out  of  sorts,  and  so  much 
in  want  of  every  thing,  are  the  troops  under  Sullivan, 
&c.  Let  me  know  by  a  careful  express  the  plan  you 
arc  to  pursue.  The  letter  herewith  sent,  forward  on 
to  Philaddphia;  I  could  wish  it  to  be  in  time  for  the 
southern  post's  departure,  which  will  be  I  believe  by 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

P-  S.  1  have  ordered  our  men  to  be  provided  with 
three  days'  provisions  ready  cooked,  with  which  and 
their  blankets  they  arc  to  march  ;  for  if  wc  arc  suc- 
cessful, which  Heaven  grant,  and  the  circumstances 
favor,  we  may  push  on.  1  shall  direct  every  ferry 
and  ford  to  be  well  guarded,  and  not  a  soul  suffered 
to  pass  without  an  officer's  going  down  with  the 
pcnniL     Do  the  same  with  you. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Caxv,  akovic  Tkk!iton  FalAl,  14  Di^ccmbcr,  177^ 

That  I  should  dwell  upon  the  subject  of  our  dis- 
tresses, cannot  be  more  disagreeable  to  Congress 
than  it  is  painful  to  myself.  The  alarming  situation, 
to  which  our  affairs  are  reduced,  impels  me  to  the 
measure.  Inquiry  and  investigation,  which  in  most 
cases  serve  to  develope  and  point  out  a  remedy,  in 
ours  present  more  and  greater  diffieullies.     Till  of 
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late,  I  was  led  to  hope  from  rt:part,  that  no  Inconsid- 
erable part  of  the  troops  composing  tho  regimenLi 
that  were  with  General  Lee.  and  those  from  Ticon- 
dcruga  undt^r  Gt^ncral  Gate^,  had  enlisted  again. 
This  intelligence,  1  confess,  gave  me  reason  to  expect, 
that  I  should  have,  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
year,  a  force  somewhat  more  respectable,  than  ivhat 
I  fmd  will  be  the  case. 

Having  examined  into  the  stale  of  those  regiments, 
I  am  authorized  to  say  from  the  infurmatlun  of  their 
officers,  that  but  very  few  of  the  men  have  enlisted. 
Those,  who  have,  are  of  the  troops  from  Ticonder* 
tugz.,  and  were  permitted  to  visit  their  friends  and 
homes,  as  part  of  the  terms  on'  which  they  would 
reengage*  In  respect  to  those,  who  marched  with 
General  Lee,  I  cannot  leam  that  any  have*  Their 
refusal,  I  am  told,  has  not  proceeded  more  from  an 
aversion  to  the  service,  or  any  fixed  determination 
not  to  engage  again,  than  from  their  wishes  to  return 
home,  the  non-appointment  of  officers  In  some  in- 
stances, the  turning  out  of  good  and  appointing  of 
bad  in  others,  and  the  incomplete  or  rather  no 
arrangement  of  them,  a  work  unhappily  committed 
to  the  management  of  their  States;  nor  have  I  the 
most  distant  prospect  of  retaining  them  a  moment 
longer  than  the  last  of  this  month,  notwithstanding 
the  most  pressing  solicitations  and  the  obvious  neces- 
sity for  it.  By  the  departure  of  these  regiments  I 
shall  be  left  with  five  from  Virginia,  Smallwood's 
from  Mar>'land,  a  small  part  of  Rawlings's,  Hand's 
from  Pennsylvania,  a  part  of  Ward's  from  Connecti- 
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cut,  and  the  German  battalion,  comprising  in  the 
whole  at  this  time  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  hundred 
efTective  men-  This  handful,  and  such  militia  as 
may  choose  to  join  me,  will  then  compose  our  army/ 
When  I  reflect  upon  these  things,  they  fill  me  with 
much  concern,  knowing  that  General  Howe  has  a 
number  of  troops  cantoned  in  the  towns  bordering  on 
and  near  the  Delaware,  and  his  intentions  to  pass,  as 
soon  as  the  ice  is  sufficiently  formed,  to  invade  Penn- 
sylvania and  to  possess  himself  of  Philadelphia  if 
possible.  To  guard  against  his  designs,  and  the 
execution  of  them,  shall  employ  my  ever)'  exertion  ; 
but  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  As  yet  but  few  militia 
have  gone  to  Philadelphia,  and  they  are  to  be  our 
support  at  this  alarming  crisis.  Had  I  entertained  a 
doubt  of  General  Howe's  intentions  to  pass  the  Del- 
aware, on  the  dissolution  of  our  army,  and  as  soon  as 
the  ice  is  made,  it  would  now  be  done  away.  An 
intercepted  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia, 
who  has  joined  the  enemy,  to  his  friend  and  partner 
in  the  city,  declares  that  to  be  their  design,  that  the 
army  would  he  there  in  ten  or  twenty  days  from  the 
X6th  instant,  the  time  of  his  writing,  if  the  ice  should 

'  By  lb«  adjutukt'}  rrFiim  on  the  ssd  of  December,  the  army  under  Wuhtng- 
ton  amounted  to  ien  thomtmd  am  Mnndrtd  and  n>  m«ii  rank  ind  &l«.  Of  ilui 
av^mh^i  J^pe  tAoHsan^  tArrt  Aundtrd  amd  mii^ty^miitr  wcrfi  bitk,  on  coiomftnd, 
And  on  furlough  ;  1»vii>g  nn  immediate  *ff*ctivt  force  of  fovr  HatUfinJ  tf^'fm 
AttHJriJ  and  ttveii.  But  UiJi  rciufn  did  noHnclude  the  four  reeimentt  jail  m- 
rivnJ  from  the  northirrn  Btmy,  nor  Lee's  diviiion  iiovf  comtnanilcd  by  Sullivui, 
&(Ji  the  PfnniyLvuiiA  mililift  under  General  Cadwiladcr  at  BristnL  The  four 
f^menCS)  having  beeu  grcdlJy  rtductd  by  di|«a»0,  amuunlcd  to  about  twelve 
handndp  CadfralAder's  militia  to  flighl««fl  bandrod,  and  Stdlnma'a  dIvUtovk  to 
about  Ibrre  Ihoosand. 
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be  made :  it  advises  him  by  no  means  to  remove  their 
stores,  as  they  would  be  safe. 

The  obstacles,  which  have  arisen  to  the  raising  of 
ihc  new  army,  from  the  mode  of  appointing  the 
officers,  induce  mc  to  hope,  if  Congress  resolve  on 
an  additional  number  of  battalions  to  those  already 
voted,  that  they  will  devise  some  other  rule  by  which 
the  officers,  csi>ccially  the  field-officers,  should  be  ap- 
pointed. In  case  an  augmentation  should  be  made 
to  the  eastern  regiments,  a  deviation  from  thefonner 
mode  wilt  operate  more  strongly  as  to  ihem  than  to 
other  battalions,  because  there  have  been  many  more 
officers  in  service  from  those  States,  than  the  reg-i- 
ments  voted  to  be  raised  would  admit  of;  by  which 
means  several  deserving  men  could  not  have  been 
provided  for,  had  the  utmost  pains  been  used  for  tlic 
purpose ;  and  many  others  of  merit  have  been 
neglected  in  the  late  appointments,  and  those  of 
tittle  worth  and  less  experience  put  in  their  places  or 
promoted  over  their  headit,  This  has  been  the  case 
with  many  of  ihe  best  officers. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  paymaster-general 
will  show  the  state  of  the  military  chest,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  large  and  immediate  supply  of  cash. 
The  advances  to  the  officers,  for  bounty,  and  the 
recruiting  service,  are  great  \  besides  the  regiments, 
at  the  expiration  of  this  month,  will  require  payment 
of  their  claims.  At  the  same  time  it  will  show  the 
injustice  of  the  clamors,  made  by  some  of  the  officers 
respecting  their  pay,  and  the  abuses,  tliat  have 
resulted  from  an  attention  to  them.     Whenever  they 
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have  not  been  paid,  it  was  because  their  abstracts 
were  not  made  up-      I  have  the  honor>  &a 

P,  S.  If  the  public  papers  have  been  removed 
from  Philadelphia,  I  hope  those  which  I  sent  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Reed,"  before  we  left  New  Yorkj 
have  not  been  forgot  If  they  have  not,  I  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  break  open  the  chest,  and  send  me 
the  several  letter  books,  sealed  up,  having  frequent 
occasion  to  refer  to  'em, 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS, 

Hkad-Quaktuu,  NEvnowM,  xj  December,  177O, 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  you  upon  the 
success  of  an  enterprise,  which  I  had  formed  against 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy  lying  in  Trenton,  and 
which  was  executed  yesterday  morning.  The  evening 
of  the  25th  I  ordered  the  troops  intended  for  this 
service  to  parade  back  of  McKonkey's  Ferry,'  that 
they  might  begin  X.o  pass  as  soon  as  it  grew  dark, 
imagining  we  should  be  able  to  throw  them  all  over, 
with  the  necessary  artillery,  by  twelve  o'clock,  and 
that  we  might  easily  arrive  at  Trenton  by  five  in  the 
morning,  the  distance  being  about  nine  miles.  But 
the  quantity  of  ice,  made  that  night,  impeded  the 
pcissage  of  the  boats  so  much,  that  it  was  three  o'clock 
before  the  artillery  could  all  be  got  over;  and  near 
four,  before  the  troops  took  up  their  line  of  march. 
This  made  me  despair  of  surprising  the  town,  as  1 


■  Bowes  R«cd. 

•  Nc>w  Tiiylotnvflli-- 


It  WA^  alio  known  &«  iTi«  Cij^hl-Milo  V^srj. 
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well  knew  wc  could  not  reach  it  before  the  day  was 
fairly  broke.  But  as  I  was  certain  there  was  no  making 
a  retreat  without  being  discovered  and  harassed  on 
repassing  the  river,  1  determined  to  push  on  at  all 
events,  I  formed  my  detachment  into  two  divisions* 
one  to  march  by  the  lower  or  river  road,  the  other  by 
the  upper  or  Pennington  road.  As  the  divisions  had 
Dearly  the  same  distance  to  march,  I  ordered  each  of 
them,  immediately  upon  forcing  the  out-guards,  to 
push  directly  into  the  town,  that  they  might  charge 
the  enemy  before  they  had  time  to  form. 

The  upper  division  arrived  at  the  enemy's  ad* 
vanccd  posts  exactly  at  eight  o'clock;  and  in  three 
minutes  after,  I  found,  from  the  fire  on  the  lower 
road,  that  the  division  had  also  got  up.  The  out- 
guards  made  but  small  opposition,  though,  for  their 
numbers,  they  behaved  very  well,  keeping  up  a  con- 
stant retreating  fire  from  behind  houses.  Wc  pres- 
ently saw  their  main  body  formed;  but,  from  their 
motions,  they  seemed  undetermined  how  to  act. 
Being  hard  pressed  by  our  troops,  who  had  already 
got  possession  of  their  artillery,  they  attempted  to  fde 
off  by  a  road  on  their  right,  leading  to  I*rinceton, 
But,  perceiving  their  intention,  I  threw  a  body  of 
troops  in  their  way,  which  Immediately  checked 
them.  Finding  from  our  disposition,  that  they  were 
surrounded,  and  that  they  must  inevitably  be  cut  to 
pieces  if  they  made  any  further  resistance,  they  agreed 
to  lay  down  their  arm&  The  number  that  submitted 
in  this  manner  was  twenty-three  officers  and  eight 
hundred  and    cighty-six    men.      Colonel    Rahl,    the 
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commanding  officer,  and  seven  others  were  found 
wounded  In  the  town.  I  do  not  exactly  know  how 
many  were  killed;  but  I  fancy  not  above  twenty  or 
thirty,  as  they  never  made  any  regular  stand.  Our 
loss  is  very  trifling  indeed,  only  two  officers  and  one 
or  two  privates  wounded. 

I  find  that  the  detachment  of  the  enemy  consisted 
of  the  three  Hessian  regiments  of  Anspach,  Knip* 
hausen^  and  Rahl,  amounting  to  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  and  a  troop  of  British  light*horse ;  but» 
Immediately  upon  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  all 
those,  who  were  not  killed  or  taken,  pushed  directly 
down  the  road  towards  Bordentown,  These  would 
likewise  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  could  my  plan 
have  been  completely  carried  into  execution.  Gen- 
eral Ewingwas  to  have  crossed  before  day  at  Trenton 
Ferry,  and  taken  possession  of  the  bridge  leading  out 
of  town  ;  but  the  quantity  of  ice  was  so  great,  that, 
though  he  did  every  thing  in  his  powcT  to  efTect  it, 
he  could  not  get  oven  This  difficulty  also  hindered 
General  Cadwalader  from  crossing  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia  from  Bristol.  He  got  part  of  his  foot 
over;  but.  finding  it  impossible  to  embark  his  artil* 
lery,  he  was  obliged  to  desist  I  am  fully  confident, 
tliatj  could  the  troops  under  Generals  Ewing  and 
Cadwalader  have  passed  the  river,  I  should  have  been 
able  with  their  assistance  to  drive  the  enemy  from  all 
their  posts  below  Trenton,  But  the  numbers  I  had 
with  me  being  inferior  to  theirs  below  me,  and  a 
strong  battalion  of  light  infantry  being  at  Princeton 
above  me,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  return  the 


IJJ61 


GEORGE  WASHIiYGTO^. 


IJS 


!>amc  evening  with  the  prisoners  and  the  artillery  wc 
had  taken.  Wc  found  no  stores  of  any  consequence 
in  the  town.' 

In  justice  to  the  officers  and  men,  I  must  add,  that 
their  behavior  upon  tliis  occasion  rrflccts  the  highest 
honor  upon  them.  The  difficulty  of  passing  the  river 
in  a  very  severe  nighty  and  their  march  through  a 
violent  storm  of  snow  and  hail,  did  not  in  the  least 
abate  their  ardor ;  but.  when  they  came  to  the  charge, 
each  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  pressing  forward; 
and  were  I  to  give  a  preference  to  any  particular 
corps,  I  should  do  great  injustice  to  the  others.  Col- 
onel Baylor,  my  first  aid-dc-camp.  will  have  the  honor 
of  delivering  this  to  you  ;  and  from  him  you  may  be 
made  acquainted  with  many  other  particulars.  His 
spirited  behavior  upon  every  occasion  requires  me  to 

'  "  I  ilicwld  have  inu«i  ccrlsiiily  punwcil  thune  tlut  fcLrtatcd  had  It  not  b«cn 
iov  ihv  divtrm«4  itliiiiton  vf  my  Iroopt  (Ahoul  thm  or  four  and  lw«aty  htm- 
dred  in  number)  who  liatl  rxpcritnord  th«  {rtalftl  fAti|[Q«  in  brrAlcing  *  pjtiiace 
dDTODgb  the  icf,  «Dd  all  llio  MvfriliKt  of  nin  and  Klonn,  This  with  the  appre- 
beiukm  ihat  we  could  rvcvire  no  HJi-corv*  and  rhtti  the  ilLlfically  uf  pAa^f* 
■■d  rofWtting  the  river  mlj^hl  become  freaiei,  led  uh  U*  tondudr  <Hir  letimi 
aligiblo.  Tl«  offlten  aiid  men  who  wc^  eti^ji|;cd  in  (he  cnUrjirw  bcihavnl 
wtTh  ^fAl  fiminAWi.  fiPT«AvnfAncc,  tml  hravt^ry.  mml  nich  aj<  di<l  Ihpm  ih^higH- 
Vl  honor. 

'*  1  tbtll  be  extremely  ready,  and  k  ik  my  ehoeI  canictl  vUb  to  purvno  every 
maiiM  ihAt  hholt  seem  probable  Zo  di^trcu  the  enemy  ind  to  promiie  sueccu  OB 
oar  p*jU  If  yK  could  ha|jpJly  beat  up  tlic  roi  of  tbeji  quortcn,  bo(derin|£  oa 
■mI  near  the  rtTcr,  It  would  be  alteiid«(l  bLib  tht  ino:>i  valuable  <!ont«|ii«iKfii. 
I  hire  Okllol  a  meeting  pf  the  GenerU  Officen  to  coiuuU  of  what  musures 
ihill  be  neat  punned,  and  wolM  recommend  tbat  you  and  General  Pulnam 
ahoold  defer  your  intcndfd  oprntioOK  till  yvu  hear  from  mc^  Perhaps  it  may 
^  }ad£fft  pmdtnt  lor  m  tn  pAo  here  wtth  the  force  ve  have,  il  it  \%  proctj- 
caliU.  Of  Uli  II  o<it  that  [  injty  <oinr  di>trn  to  you  and  afford  «ir«ry  avlaiance 
in  my  pmr^r.  Wc  wiJI  try  to  connrl  a  plan,  and  upon  ntch  prrinciplei  a«  iKall 
appCAT  to  promitc  aucooa^" — W^thtngi^m  M  Ctnerat  Cad^ttladfr.  >7  Decem- 
ba-.  1776^ 


136 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


["T7<i 


recommend  him  to  your  particular  notice.    I  have  the 
honc»r  to  be,  &c' 

P.  S.  Inclosed  you  have  a  particular  list  of  the 
Prisoners,  Artillery  and  other  stores." 


to  thk  president  of  concikess- 

Sir. 

I  am  just  setting  out  to  attempt  a  second  passage 
over  the  Delaware,  with  the  troops  that  were  with  me 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  I  am  determined  to 
effect  it  if  possible :  but  know  that  it  will  be  attended 
with  much  fatigue  and  difficulty  on  account  of  the  ice, 
which  will  neither  allow  us  to  cross  on  foot,  nor  give 
us  an  easy  passage  with  boats.  General  Cadwalader 
crossed  from  Bristol  on  the  27th,  and,  by  his  letter  of 
yesterday,  was  at  Bordentown  with  about  eighteen  bun- 
dred  men.'  In  :iddition  to  these.  General  Mifflin  sent 
over  five  hundred  from  Philadelphia  on  Friday,  three 
hundred  yesterday  evening  from  Burlington,  and  will 

^  *'  Gcoenl  Gfew  nod  Coloiicil  Knox  would  have  ponnn(l«tl  tb«  cotnoiEuider 
in  chiK  to  have  pushciJ  on  aiuI  impTrtvctl  ihc«l*.tm  ^ivcTi  ilicciicmyj  to  which  he 
wAi  tncUTic>l ;  but  (he  ^neraUty  o[  the  otTiccn  were  AgslnitL  ki,  intl  \\ii.  t^ixcl- 

loDcy  <liU  iicjl  then  lliinL  fic  could  answci  Kuiii|£  cunlnujr  lo  l!ic  jijd|;iDCtiEvf  llic 
TRdjority  of  iW  rrmuc^tt  nf  wir.  He  hafl  ^i\<is  ta^rclU'd  hiM  \\a\  wiiing  (li« 
fioldcn  o|iport(umj'/' — (io^Jon,  History,  li,  396. 

*  Kfftd  in  Conj^rcMi  December  jist, 

'  Gtacrfti  CadwaUdcr  juwed  ovci  Tcrytfuly  in  ihc  morning  of  the  27il»,  wilh 
fifteen  hnndrtfl  of  tbc  rcnnsylv&nia  tnlUtin,  withouL  knuuing  tfaiti  M'a&hlngicn 
hud  rccrosscd  Ihc  DelftVAtV.  H«  wAi  informfld  of  ihU  movomcDl  aft^r  a  UrgV 
part  of  hii  m^n  hod  landed  on  ihe  Jei*cy  side,  and  at  ten  o'clock  he  wrote  from 
BurUngton  to  ihc  CoimnaniJcr-tn-chicf,-^"  Ai  this  defcati:J  the  scheme  of  join- 
ing your  umy,  w«  vere  much  eml>orr>9Acd  which  way  to  frroceed-  I  tlifrnj^hi  it 
most  prudent  u>  retreat ;  but  Colonel  Reed  wu  of  opinion,  th«t  we  m&i^ht  hatcly 
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follow  to-t3ay  with  seven  or  eight  hundred  more.  I 
have  taken  every  precaution  in  my  power  for  subsist- 
ing  thi:  troops,  and  shall,  without  loss  of  time,  and  as 
soon  as  circumstances  will  admit  of  it,  pursue  the 
^nemy  in  tlieir  retreat,  trj^  to  beat  up  more  of  their 
quarters,  and,  in  a  word,  adopt  in  ever)-  instance  such 
measures  as  the  exigency  of  our  afTairs  requires,  and 
our  situation  will  justify. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  unhappy  failure  of  Generals 
Ewing  and  Cadwalader  in  their  attempts  to  pass,  on 
the  night  of  the  35th,  and  if  the  several  concerted  at- 
tacks could  h:tve  been  made,  I  have  no  doubt  that  our 
views  would  have  succeeded  to  our  waimest  expccta^ 
tions.  What  was  done  occasioned  the  enemy  loleave 
their  several  posts  on  the  Delaware  with  great  pre- 
cipitation. The  peculiar  distresses  to  which  the 
troops,  who  were  with  me.  were  reduced  by  the  seven* 
tics  of  cold,  rain,  snow,  and  storm,  the  charge  of  the 
prisoners  they  had  taken,  and  another  reason  that 
might  be  mentioned,  and  the  Httlc  prospect  of  re* 
ceiving  succors  on  account  of  the  season  and  situation 

piDccvtl  la  Uurllnf  lOD.  and  nccnmendcd  It  v&nnljr-  lest  Et  thould  kikVe  «  bad 
sf  srl  on  \\c  tnflftia,  «ko  ttcfc  twkc  dfABErpointrd.  The  landing  in  cvpen  d«y- 
li^til  mtitl  hiiTv  ftlftfm«d  the  cncin]r>  o'  wc  might  have  been  col  ofi  by  «ll  iheir 
ferer  collected  11  Ihu  place.  We  had  intcIliscTT^'^  iminc<liatclj  ftTler  landing, 
IIbI  Ac  enemj  hod  leic  Ihe  Ulack  Hoib«  and  Mounl  Ho^tjr.  \J^yn  xh%\  wrdc- 
lemhicd  Iq  advance  lo  Uurttngtmi.  Colnjid  Herd  ajuI  two  tithcr  ofliccr*  w^ul 
on  fmn  one  po«t  \*^  innlhrr.  till  Xh^y  rifn'-  tn  Rr^rvtFfitnwn^  blifirr  thfy  fntind  Ihr 
caul  clev.  We  >lia1]  tnarch  al  foiir  1o-inorrn«-  [nommi;  for  fbit  ptnce."  Ac- 
oordtDsly  be  na^hptl  BonScnrown  \\\e  ^rnx  daj  nbmil  nnnn,  tnd  irrotc  that  he 
bftd  tlwn  wilfa  htm  rt^^btcen  hundre^l  men,  And  five  hundred  more  were  advan- 
cing Iroo  below,  Hltc  he  rccchcil  nMrr^  Irtrni  (icnctil  Waiti^ni^ion  lu  rviiialn 
ten  Im  tbeiald  biiatfllf  |iun  over  with  the  Cun  tiacnial  bAtiAT^kiit,  «Mdi  <4Un1d  talcc 
pUceon  ihe  aoili,  tbc  m«n  bd^e  lou  mui^h  failf^uol  to   make  Ihc  aii«nipl 
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of  the  river,  would  not  authorize  a  further  pursuit  at 
that  time.  Since  transmitting  the  list  of  prisoners,  a 
few  more  have  been  discovered  and  taken  in  Trenton  ; 
among  them  a  lieutenant^colonel  and  a  deputy-adju- 
tant-general, the  whole  amounting  to  about  a  thou- 
sand. I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the 
33d,  and  its  several  enclosurest  Co  which  t  shall  pay 
due  attention,  A  flag  goes  in  this  morning  with  a 
letter  to  General  Howe,  and  another  to  General  Lee. 
For  the  latter.  Mr.  Robert  Morris  has  transmitted  a 
bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by  two  British  officers,  for  a 
hundred  and  sixteen  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  three 
pence,  on  Major  Small,  formoney  furnished  them  in 
South  Carolina,  which  I  trust  will  be  paid.  This  sup* 
p!y  is  exclusive  of  the  sum  you  have  resolved  to  be 
sent  to  him,  and  which  Mr  Morris  will  procure  in  time. 

!  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a 
P.  S.  I  am  under  great  apprehensions  about  ob- 
taining proper  supplies  of  provisions  for  our  Troops. 
i  fear  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  if  not  impracti- 
cable, as  the  Enemy  from  every  account,  has  taken 
and  collected  everj*  thing  they  could  find/ 

■  Rod  In  Coapvu  January  3d, 

"  A  division  oi  prUonen;  of  itic  »vtDih  regimcM.  wiili  Capuin  Ncwmjir&h, 
CiOaieJ  the  river  at  ]>uicia,  *.nt)  wcnl  in  w-ithouC  Mr.  Mo^I&d'k  knowlcc^c. 
Ftom  the  irrc|pil*iily  of  the  officer,  who  iwniluctfti  tKrm,  And  who  did  noi 
fnikt  (Aft  ft  icturn  of  their  nftmcs  and  rank,  I  «in  ignorant  of  boEh.  I  ahalJ 
therefore  be  much  obliged  i£  yot)  will  ordtr  Mr.  I'Onne  to  fumiiJi  me  with  A 
proper  list  of  them,  Uut  I  may  make  a  d<fraand  of  the  like  numbcf  ia 
nchange/' —  Washington  to  Lifiiten*»nt-Genmii  /fvav,  ^  Deccmbefp  ]776. 

**  We  hav*  Ibe  gnaEKl  occftiion  *X  present  for  faanf  m^^ney,  1r>  p«y  <  miaii) 
Mt  of  people,  who  are  of  particular  use  lo  us.  If  you  could  poaibly  coUmI  a 
lum.  if  it  were  but  one  bandrrd  or  one  hundnd  and  fifty  pountib,  it  wouH  be 
of  giCBl  service.     It  too  wovld  bv  moat  conTCnJcnl.     1  un  Ukitig  crery  mc*i- 
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TO  THE  PRESJDEIiT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Trjwtom,  I  Jaauuy,  1777.' 

Sir, 

Your  rcrsolvcs  of  the  27th  ultimo  were  transmitted 
to  me  last  night  by  Messrs,  Clymer,  Morris,  and 
Wahon.'  The  confidence,  which  Congress  have  hon- 
ored me  by  with  these  proceedings,  has  a  claim  to  my 
warme&t  acknowledgments.  At  the  same  time  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  them,  that  all  my  faculties  shall  be 
employed  to  direct  properly  the  powers  they  have 
been  pleased  to  vest  me  with,  and  to  advance  those 
objects,  and  only  those,  which  gave  rise  to  this  hon- 

«n  to  iiDpTo*e  CUT  Uu  Inckj  blow,  and  hope  lo  be  luccf^ul ;  tfae  greaieit 
Impcdimfni  to  our  motiun  tt,  Ihc  want  of  pruvisi<:iiig.  tr  ti  Iavb  in  your  vr%j  10 
fivt  th«  CofamiEMcy  aay  aJvioo  or  o^tisEancv,  io  iliat  n-ay,  I  am  iim  yoa  wilj 
do  it  Som«  of  the  tioop*  are  yet  on  the  oilier  »<le  of  the  Hvtr.  only  unittn^ 
fov  proviiioDL  JcRcy  hoi  been  iwepi  so  clean  tbit  Uiere  i&  nu  dcpendance 
vpoQ  iny  thing  there."^  l^ajMng/^n  So  Rtshtri  Morris^  Trenton,  30  Dec«m- 
tier,  ittG. 

"  To  inducv  tha  oSiccn  ind  loldicry  ti  cierl  themsdvc*.  and  Id  diatriH  [h« 
«anriy,  aU  pinndrr,  t1nrp«,  Ar,,  lakf^  ar^  In  tm  dtvirl^rl  ^qnnlly  1irt«ron  vhnM 
who  tftke  il.  havinf;  rri(*ard  lo  (he  pays  of  llir  partial  concrrni^r],  tu  r«|julite  th» 
diitribatioiu  Thai  this  may  be  douc  cquilAUy.  th?  wholr  of  <hf  pTundcr  &c. 
tt  10  be  relumed  lo  th<  Quartcrmiulcr-GcneraU  ot  ihc  Dqiuiy-C^iarirnnAKtcr, 
«r1i«tc  Uicy  are.  who  will  dUirilmU;  It,  paylnjj;  Ihc  full  value  or  whaiev«r  may 
b«  nlaincd  for  lb*  fiublie, 

"  P-  S,  The  ordct  ahnul  plunder  ind  itorei  doei  not  eii«:rd  la  nny  \f,\\  that 
belonging  lo  itie  enemy,  and  not  to  Tory  propcfty,  llaid  that  liecnoUqwcdlhe 
cffKti  of  many  jgood,  nanch  worthy  ptrson«  voitid  have  fallen  a  uichfice/' 

'  WftihiDi^iiS  hcftdqaartcn  an  laM  to  Have  bc«n  mx  Ihc  ^'  Tmc  Amcilcan 
lBii'*on  M£U  Hill,  just  owrthe  Auanpink  bridge-  It  wm  destroyed  by  fire 
S8  Much,  1^43,  Thccoundlof  war  held  on  tho  ai|£ht  of  Januaiy  i.  1777, 
«tai  asHrmbled  at  St.  Clmr**  headqaartcn  in  the  DouglaM  home  on  Broad 
^reei.    Raum,  tfistory  0/  Trmtsn.  170,  173. 

'  Wbpn  tkr  Cou|;ro»  aMcmlded  in  CAliinKJic,  Ihcy  njt^it^iiUd  ||ic»c  grntlcmcn 
a  eommJH**  to  rvmam  in  PhiUdflphji.  ^ilh  prtwf  n  to  tranwut  tach  Conl^nen- 
ul  bvincM  at  rectuire^l  atii^alion  in  that  city.  The  corrr^trondence  between 
llw  C<nigTfs«and  Ucnctal  Wuhington  paMcd  through  Ihcit  handi. 
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orable  mark  of  distinction.  If  my  exertions  should 
not  be  attended  with  the  desired  success,  I  trust  the 
failure  will  be  imputed  to  the  true  cause,  the  pecul- 
iarly distressed  situation  of  our  aflTairs,  and  the  diffi- 
culties 1  have  to  combat,  rather  than  to  a  want  of  zeal 
for  my  country,  and  the  closest  attention  to  her 
interest,  to  promote  whith  has  ever  been  my  study.' 
On  Monday  morning  I  passed  the  Delaware  my- 
self;  the  whole  of  our  troops  and  artillery  not  till 
yesterday,  owing  to  ihe  ice,  which  rendered  their 
passage  extremely  difficult  and  fatiguing.  Since 
their  arrival,  we  have  been  parading  the  regiments 
whose  term  of  service  is   now  expired,  in  order  to 

^  "  Thu  CcrtiBtru.  haviiif;  maturely  coiuidcrvi  tbc  prcient  crtus  ;  and  hav- 
ing perfect  ivIiiDcf  ou  the  wikd^m,  lig^r,  ud  nfiighinvis  of  General  Wtth- 
ingtun,  tlo  hereby 

"  Rct^Tc,  Tlinl  Gco«ol  Wmshlngtou  shall  b«,  uicl  Uc  \^  hereby,  tested  with  ^ 
fiilL  tniple,  anrt  com|i]ott  p^wcn  to  riitc  nod  collect  logtthcr,  in  ibe  tnovl  ' 
>pec4i]r  and  fffcdunl  manDcr,  from  isy  or  all  of  iIksc  United  States,  sixlcen 
batlilicmi  of  infiniry,  in  addiiion  lo  those  already  voipd  by  CongivM ;  to  ap- 
j)OintQflicrn  fur  the  nid  bui&liont  of  infantry;  to  rAinc,  r>fricL*r, and  equip 
thnw  Ihouiand  lf(;1ii-hc*rw,  Ihrcv  rrijlTiiontii  of  artiUvryt  an<1  a  corpt  of 
on^n»«n,  and  to  AUblinh  their  ^y  ;  to  Apply  to  any  of  i^«  StaE^a  f<^r  such  aid 
of  the  militia  a«  hr  <ih)3l  jud^r  ti«ct%4ry  :  to  form  vach  mjagaiinei  ol  piovi- 
i&tm^  tnd  In  «uch  placn.  «»  he  shall  (hink  proper  ;  lo  diipLacc  and  appoint  all 
oftc«n  under  the  rank  of  hrig^f ier.(;t<ncm] ,  and  to  All  up  nil  vat-aociu  in  cveiy 
other  department  Ln  the  AEncrJc;an  arrny  \  lo  take,  whcre^^r  tie  ina^  l>c,  what- 
ever be  may  wmil  Tut  llie  u>c  of  the  army,  If  the  inliitbilAnU  will  nnl  acll  it, 
a1lc)win|f  H  rrnhtmnblc  pritv  lor  the  waiiin ;  Iri  amiHl  an<t  confinv  ptntin*  who 
rcfuu  10  lake  the  Continedii)  turrcncy,  (>r  arv  gthcrwiu  di»flei:lcd  to  the 
American  ca^ii^  ;  and  icmm  in  the  SliTet,  of  whi^h  theyjir<  ctllieriit,  iheirnamcMi 
and  the  nature  of  thdr  nfTcncei,  tofcihcrwiih  ihe  ^»l(ncVFth  In  pr^vc  them. 

*' lliai  the  fi^mgolng  powen  be  vcued  in  (>ciicr)l  Watihlngton,  fov  and 
daring  the  (cnn  of  i\%  uoiithh  frum  (he  ilftle  licrevf,  unlw  luDiicr  ddcmiincd 
by  Concresv" 

The  following  lellet  was  cent  by  Con|[re.bi^,  ab  a  circular,  lo  the  icovemcr  of 
rach  of  the  States,  accompanied  by  ihe  ibo^e  rctoWc. 

"Evcf  Attentive  to  ihc  necuniy  of  ovii  liberty,  i^ongicu  would  not  hftvc 
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know  what  force  we  should  have  to  depend  on.  and 
how  to  rcjjulatc  our  views  accordingly.  After  much, 
persuasion,  and  the  exertions  of  their  officers,  half  or 
a  greater  proportion  of  those  from  the  easnvard  have 
consented  to  stay  six  weeks  on  a  bounty  of  ten 
dollars  I  fed  the  inconvenience  of  this  advance, 
and  I  know  the  conseqiience.s  which  will  resiilt  from 
it ;  but  what  could  be  done  ?  Pennsylvania  had 
allowed  the  same  to  her  militia  ;  the  troops  felt  their 
importance,  and  would  have  their  price.  Indeed,  as 
their  aid  is  so  essential,  and  not  to  be  dispensed  with, 
it  is  to  be  wondered,  they  had  not  estimated  it  at  a 
higher  rate,  I  perceive  that  Congress,  apprehensive 
of  this  event,  had  made  unlimited  provision  for  if 

cMMMited  to  the  vE^tting  of  ludi  puwen  in  the  iDitiiary  dcp&rtment,  u  then 
vhj^  tbe  »ck«ed  roolvcb  convry  tu  the  Coiilincntil  CuniDiauiipr-in<htri,  il 
the  libiudoii  of  public  offurs  did  no[  require  ■(  Lliii  critli  m,  dci;Luon  uid  vi|-Qi, 
which  diilmicr  itnd  fkiimbtn  deny  (o  BHrmhlw  fht  mnovi^  f lum  each  dher, 
uid  from  Iht  imracdiiuc  icai  of  war. 

"  ThciUcnf^Lh  nod  progrvtf  of  the  cnomr.  joined  to  prodpccti  of  Gon&dej> 
lUe  rci[vrori;cmei]l>.  have  mi^crrd  it  v,tA  c>niy  ncvcu«r]r  that  the  Ameriuui 
forvn  ifiDuld  be  A»|;TiicLitcd  licytifid  wliut  CO(i^;cvh  tjaJ  hcrcKiforc  dcugncd,  but 
ih^l  xUtjj  »la<iulJ  l>e  brought  into  ihc  tiatd  itUh  aU  pctAible  vtjicdilioii.  'Hieu 
cnnsiderftlinn^  irulucr  rnnifTRt:!  lu  icr|U<4t  in  ihc  niOAt  VJUn«^E  nuniicr,  ihAt  llio 
follM  ioJlucTKc  of  your  Stale  may  be  ctcriod  10  old  tuch  levies  ab  the  GetLeril 
th*11  direct,  Iti  cnniequenie  of  Oie  powert  nnw  ^Ivcn  him  ;  and  (hat  yoar  qvioiA 
ol  battAtioiu,  f<inn(rly  fixed,  mav  lie  complcteil  And  OiTdcrc<L  to  h  tail -quartern 
«rilh  all  rhc  dciififtlth,  thai  ftii  *r<]Gnr  <kiUc  to  Kcuie  the  publk  happiae»  con 

*  "GrtAlCT  powcrt  mufii  be  lorlccd  in  the  hondt  of  the  Cfneral  ihao  he  hju 
CTcr  jnet  exertucd.  Il  ik  impOHible.  in  hU  prcent  situation  >nd  ihe  ihori  dmv 
he  h«(  Ic  pireptre  for  tl)e  cmuiriE  cniapaii-n,  to  be  in  readln«ti  «d  tmtXy  ai  Gea* 
cmI  lloiro  «ill  ukc  the  Add,  unliua  you  dde^v  to  liim  full  |>ow<v  lo  take  ludi 
mcawrei  ««  be  vniiy  Hnd  nacVHOiy  to  promot*  th«  «itahLUbm«nt  of  thv  new 
onny.  Time  will  not  adtDiI  nor  c^rcuiDiUncei  &tlow  of  a  reference  I0  Con- 
£>cu.  ...  1  an  IM  advocate  for  the  cxtenaicn  of  military  ;>ower  :  neither 
would  I  adfiie  il  at  pretmi,  Init  from  the  fullest  conviction  i>f  ti^  bcins  ab»<^ 
lately  Aoctuary-  .  .  -   Tht.-  Btaie  ol  war  is  «o   unc^rtala,  dependent  upon  W 
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General  Mifflin  is  at  Bordentown  with  about  eigh- 
teen hundred  men,  and  General  Cadwabder  at  Cross- 
wicks  with  about  the  same  number  We  are  now 
making  our  arrangements,  and  concerting  a  plan  of 
Operations,  which  I  shall  attempt  to  execute  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  attended  with 
some  success.  As  to  the  number  and  situation  of  the 
enemy,  I  cannot  obtain  certain  intelligence;  but,  from 
the  accounts  most  to  be  relied  on,  they  have  collected 
the  principal  part  of  their  force,  from  Brunswic  and 
the  neighboring  posts,  at  Princeton,  where  they  are 
throwing  up  some  works.  The  number  there  is  re- 
ported to  be  from  five  to  six  thousand  ;  and  it  is  con* 
fidenlly  said  they  have  sent  the  chief  part  of  their 
baggage  to  Brunswick.  It  is  added,  that  General 
Howe  landed  at  Amboy  a  day  or  two  ago  with  a 
thousand  light  troops,  and  is  on  his  march  from 
thence- 

I  have  sent  into  different  parts  of  Jersey  men  of 
influence  to  spirit  up  the  militia^  and  1  flatter  myself 
that  the  many  injuries  they  have  received  will  induce 
some  to  give  their  aid.  If  what  they  have  suffered 
does  not  rouse  their  resentment,  they  must  not  pos* 
scss  the  common  feelings  of  humanity.  To  oppres- 
sion.  ravage,  and  a  deprivation  of  property,  they  have 
had  the  more  mortifying  circumstance  of  insult  added  ; 
after  being  stripped  of  all  they  had  without  the  least 

fniny  cniiT^ngencicfi  ;  a  flair,  nny,  An  hoitr,  ui  si>  Importinl  in  the  iriKis  of  public 

■ffitLii,  llinl  U  vrvuUL  be  fvlly  U)  wiul  fui  iclicf  ((viii  llic  iltUbcrative  ixmutilh  uf 
Ic^iiUlivB  hmlie*.  The  virtue  of  Iht  [leojilt,  at  hupH  mi  Vamt.  i«  nol  la  li« 
tnitlefl ;  ftnd  I  on  afiiurc  yoa  Itiat  the  General  will  not  cicccjI  hit  powcn, 
though  he  may  s4cn6cc  the  cauKc-  There  never  tvu  a  m»n  Ihai  mifbt  be  more 
safely  trusted,  nor  *  time  when  there  ww  a  louder  call,"— Cwm*  to  tht  Ptfti^ 
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compensation,  protections  have  been  granted  them 
for  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  effects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  due  respect,  &c. 

P.&  i  have  not  been  able  to  procure  returns  of 
our  force  owing  to  our  situation  ;  I  suppose  that 
about  Two  or  three  &  Twenty  hundred  passed  with 
me,  which  number  is  now  reduced  to  Fifteen  or  Six- 
teen hundred  No  Estimate  of  our  force  can  be 
formed  from  the  number  of  Regiments ;  many  of  'em 
by  reason  of  sickness  cannot  turn  out  more  than  a 
hundred  men.' 


to  robert  morris,  george  clvmer,  and  george 
walton.  a  committee  of  congress. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  acknowledging 
your  favors  of  the  28th  and  31  si  December,  and  Mr, 
Morris's  of  the  30th  and  31  si, 

I  "I  luve  the  ptMiuri^  lo  <oqu«mI  yda.  iTuU  Ihv  Conlheatal  r«g:iiti«nu  from 
Ibe  cwlcni  GorcniincQta  have  sKnwd  to  iCAjr  iLx  wvcki  ber^nd  tlirirtcrm  af  en- 
llMnunt,  wbidi  wis  (u  tiBvt  cipLred  the  X^xX  day  cf  this  mouth.  For  this 
eutftonlinuT  rotric  of  ihcir  amchmcnE  lo  lh«tT  country,  1  have  agreed  togiv? 
Uvm  A  tfVUiiCy  of  ten  do1ltr»  \^m  mitn,  bcudcii  Ihcii  pay  tiiiinjii^  on.  1  hope 
tlni  pobba  tfiacDpl*  will  t>«  fuUowcd  by  the  tfour  rc|[jnidnli  urdvr  yxxoi  cooi' 
maad.  Pntnita  them  th(  tfnie  rcw^nl.  nnd  <nJGavc)r  to  work  upon  them  by 
every  mc&iih  in  yoar  power.  Lei  them  know  the  millrift  ire  puurinf;  in  from  all 
qiiarten,  and  only  want  vcterciii  IroopE  1o  lead  Ihcrrt  <\xt" —WAikingiBn  /«  tki 
*Ji<fr  (emmnn^ag  at  AUrrijtoton.  30  Ucceraber,  177O,  'I'bc  men  rook  tbt 
b««nt7,  «n4  new  one  half  ir«ai  off  10  ■  few  Anvi  After. 

'*  Vet  thotc  hrxvc  trQO|ii.  innum'mmai  th«  «nd* 
One  soul  iTupirci.  one  General  Chief  commands. 
Find  in  yoiu  train  oJ  bouiol  bcro«,  one 
To  malcb  tlie  praisf  of  liodlike  Waihmgton. 
Tbiice  happy  chief  t  in  whuin  the  vJrlaoui  joiu, 
And  h#avm*tiiight  prudence  ippati  the  man  di^ne." 

— /*ir/ff/  Wktatity,  Batton.  jo  December,  1736. 
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The  messenger  delivered  me  the  two  parcels  of 
hard  money,  which  I  suppose  will  turn  out  right,  not 
having  had  time  to  count  it.  The  sum  that  i<i  lodged 
at  Ticonderoga  shall  be  ordered  down,  provided  the 
commander  in  the  northern  department  finds  no 
better  use  for  it  there,  than  I  can  make  of  it  here. 

The  accounts  you  give  me  in  yours  of  the  28th 
ulto,  of  the  good  effects,  that  are  likely  to  flow  from 
our  success  at  Trenton,  add  not  a  little  to  the  satis* 
faction  I  have  felt  on  that  occasion.  You  are  pleased 
to  pay  me  many  personal  compliments,  as  if  the 
merit  of  that  affair  was  due  solely  to  me ;  but  I 
assure  you,  the  other  general  officers,  who  assisted 
me  in  the  plan  and  execution,  have  full  as  good  right 
to  your  encomiums  as  myself.  We  are  devising  such 
mcasunrs,  as  1  hope*  if  they  succecd^wil]  add  as  much 
or  more  10  the  distress  of  the  enemy,  than  their  de- 
feat at  Trenton,  and  I  promise  myself  the  greatest 
advantages  from  having  engaged  a  number  of  the 
eastern  troops  to  stay  six  weeks  beyond  their  time  of 
enlistment,  upon  giving  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars.  This 
I  know  is  a  most  extravagant  price,  when  compared 
to  the  time  of  service;  but  the  example  was  set  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  rcpcct  to  their  militia, 
and  I  thought  it  no  time  to  stand  upon  trifles,  when 
a  body  of  firm  troops,  inured  to  danger,  was  abso- 
lutely necessary'  to  lead  on  the  more  raw  and  un- 
disciplined. I  shall  know  this  day  how  many  of 
Colonel  Glovers  regiment  are  willing  to  continue  in 
the  land  service.  1  don't  expect  many  will  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  stay,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  procure 
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the  rest  for  die  purpose  of  fitting  out  the  frigates 
upon  the  best  terms  I  can/ 

The  future  and  proper  disposition  of  the  Hessian 
prisoners  struck  me  in  the  same  light  in  which  you 
view  it;  for  which  reason  I  advised  the  Council  of 
Safety  to  scpar-itc  them  from  their  officers,  and  can- 
ton them  in  the  German  counties.  If  proper  pains 
are  taken  to  convince  them  how  preferable  the  situa- 
tion of  their  countrymen,  the  inhabitants  of  those 
counties,  is  to  theirs,  1  think  they  may  be  sent  back 
in  the  spring  so  fraught  with  a  love  of  liberty 
and  properly  too^  that  they  may  create  a  disgust  to 
the  service  among  the  rejnainder  of  the  foreign 
troops,  and  widen  that  breach,  which  is  already 
opened  between  thcin  and  the  Dritish. 

Yours  of  the  31st  of  last  month  enclosed  to  me 
sundry  resolves  of  Congress,  by  which  I  find  they 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  cntnist  me  with  powers, 
in  my  military  capacity,  nf  the  highest  nature  and 
almost  unlimited  in  extent  Instead  of  thinking  my- 
self freed  from  all  civil  obligations,  by  this  mark  of 
their  confidence,  I  shall  constantly  bear  in  mind^  that  as 

^  "  Out  AffRfrft  ftrc  at  prc<ieni  in  a  most  dclicntc— iho'  rhi>pF  a  fortuniiU' Situa- 
tion. Bui  th«  iCTott  &  radif:«l  EviJ  which  ptnmtlcs  our  wh<3lc  SyiEcm  &  h~k«  an 
Ax  JittbeTtM  of  onr  Safely  Iniemt  &mi«Tly  hfrv  ngata  thcwa  it»  baleful 
laAuvQC^Toniorrow  the  Contmenul  1'mopii  nra  all  al  Liberljr^l  wiib  Lo 
pu*h  ooi  Sucern  1q  kccjr  up  ihv  PAunicIc  &  in  urtkr  Iv  get  tbdr  AuJkCaacd 
fcav*  fkmmmd  thrm  a  11«itiitty  of  ia  T>nI1«rx  tf  rh^y  a'tII  foniiniip  fnr  «Ti« 
Haftlb.  Il«t  bor«  A^n  a  irw  I^iftkuNy  |iTtM:nEt>  iuolf.  W«  hat«  not  Money 
to  |i«y  ihc  BnuBly,  U  we  have  cxhjiuticil  our  cr«(lit  \tj  4ucli  frvqueni  Promliei 
tfc«l  ll  hat  HOC  iii«  \V«i|£hi  we  oukl  with.  If  \X  ih  ti<J«ti^ilc,  Str,  lo  |;lve  u* 
AMl)4ant.[  ilo  U^bcirroM  Mon«y  vhcii  U  cac  be  doae  >vc  are  doing  \x  fnnn  out 
prirotfl  Cicdll — «^Vfy  Mbu  of  Intctetl  and  «vcry  Lovtr  «(  bU  Counlrj'  nukt 
Mrain  hit  Credft  upon  anch  an  Oocaiion."^  WtukiHt^n  At  Jfo^rl  MorrU^  yi 
Dtccnber,  1776, 
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the  sword  was  the  last  resort  for  the  preservation  of 
our  liberties,  so  it  ought  to  be  the  first  thing  I^id  aside, 
when  those  liberties  arc  firmly  established  I  shall 
instantly  set  about  making  the  most  necessary  re- 
forms in  the  army ;  but  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
make  so  great  a  progress,  as  if  I  had  a  little  leisure 
time  upon  my  hands,  Mr,  Morris  has  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  advice  and  assistance  he  promises  to 
give  Commissary  Wharton,  and  I  beg  he  would  re- 
mind him,  that  all  his  exertions  will  be  necessary  to 
support  an  army  in  this  exliausted  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.' 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Pi.iiCKKMi\  5  Jnniiary,  1777- 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  since  the 
date  of  my  last  from  Trenton.  I  have  removed  with 
the  army  under  my  command  to  this  placo.  The 
difficulty  of  crossing  the  Delaware,  on  account  of 
the  ice,  made  our  passage  over  it  tedious,  and  gave 
the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  drawing  in  their  several 
cantonmenls,  and  assembling  their  whole  force  at 
Princeton-     Their   large  pickets   advanced    towards 

*  Od  Uic  30lh.  RenJ  ««»  ordered  bj*  Urn  GcncrvJ  Ici  nKoon<«tn}  the  advHnce<l 
potta  of  Uu  BEiemy,  And  hnil  proetvtied  at  Ear  at  I'riacQion  tvhan  a  fnviunale 
captarv  made  hiDi  acqiuinted  with  a  pUn  of  ih«  Bnlinh  to  attach  Tr«ii1on. 
CftdwalAid«T  Wft»  ordered  to  join  the  mam  t.j'o^y  ^\  Trcnion.  and  Itui  he  acc^m- 
plJihed  on  1^c  inortiin^of  JaoiUry  3il,  the  rlny  on  which  Ehe  inlealiDnh  of  the 
enemj'  becftme  clear.  Wa«bi(i|fton  ilrew  hu  force  rrom  the  ShahbocLink  \^  the 
cim  tide  (A  A^Hflpiixk  creek,  where  abniAh  v-ah  hail  with  Ihc  ibdvaaccil  curp* 
of  the  Britiih.  On  the  night  of  »he  ad,  n  octuncil  of  war  win  hwld,  when  <he 
forLfd  march  upon  Princeton  wa»  delemiieetl  npfn.^Knd,  fjff  0/  Jttrd^  I., 
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Trenton,  tlicir  great  preparations,  and  some  inlelli- 
gence  I  had  received,  added  to  their  knowledge,  that 
the  1st  of  January  brought  oti  a  dissolution  of  the 
best  part  of  our  army,  gave  me  the  strongest  reasons 
to  conclude,  that  an  attack  upon  us  was  m<?ditating. 

Our  situation  was  mo5t  critical,  and  our  force 
small-  To  remove  immediately  was  again  destroy- 
ing  every  dawn  of  hope,  which  had  begun  to  revive 
in  the  breasts  of  the  Jersey  militia ;  and  to  bring 
those  troops,  who  had  first  crossed  the  Delaware  and 
were  lying  at  Crosswicks  under  General  Cadwalader, 
and  those  under  General  Mifflin  at  Bordcntown, 
(amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  three  thousand 
six  hundred)  to  Trenton,  was  to  bring  them  to  an 
exposed  place.  One  or  the  other,  however,  was 
unavoidable.  The  latter  was  preferred,  and  they  were 
ordered  to  join  us  at  Trenton,  which  they  did,  by  a 
night-march,  on  the  ist  instant  On  the  ad,  accord- 
ing to  my  expectation,  the  enemy  began  to  advance 
upon  us ;  and,  after  some  skirmishing,  the  head  of 
their  column  reached  Trenton  about  four  o'clock, 
whilst  their  rear  was  as  far  back  as  Maidenhead, 
They  attempted  to  pass  Sanpink  Creek,'  which  runs 
through  Trenton,  at  different  places  ;  but,  finding  the 
fords  guarded,  they  halted,  and  kindled  their  fires. 
We  were  drawn  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek. 
In  this  situation  we  remained  till  dark,  cannonading 
the  p.nemy,  and  receiving  the  fire  of  their  field-pi^^eeg; 
which  did  us  but  little  damage 

^  Ikitci  known  as  .\iMnpink  Creek,     The  bTidgc  va*  ihe  only  4lmcfurt  of 
lh«  kiuil  <m  ihc  ovek,  find  lay  nt  Queen  (now  Crevne)  StreeL 
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Having  by  this  time  discovered,  that  thr  enemy 
were  grc^atty  superior  in  number,  and  that  their  de- 
sign was  to  surround  us,  I  ordered  all  our  baggage  to 
be  removed  silently  to  Burlington  soon  after  dark  ; 
and  at  twelve  o'clock  after  renewing  our  fires,  and 
leaving  guards  at  the  bridge  in  Trenton,  and  other 
passes  on  the  same  stream  above,  marched  by  a 
roundabout  road  to  Princeton^  where  I  knew  they 
could  not  have  much  force  left,  and  might  have  stores. 
One  thing  I  was  certain  of.  that  it  would  avoid  the 
appearance  of  a  retreat  (which  was  of  consequence, 
or  to  run  the  hazard  of  the  whole  army  being  cut 
oft),  whilst  we  might  by  a  fortunate  stroke  withdraw 
General  Howe  from  Trenton,  and  give  some  reputa- 
tion to  our  arm^.  I  lappily  we  succeeded.  Wc  found 
Princeton  about  sunrise,  with  only  three  regiments 
and  three  troops  of  light-horse  in  it,  two  of  which 
were  on  their  march  to  Trenton,  These  three  regi* 
ments,  especially  the  two  firs;t,  made  a  gallant  resist- 
ance, and»  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  must 
have  lost  five  hundred  men  ;  upwards  of  one  hundred 
of  them  were  left  dead  on  the  fidd  ;  and,  with  what 
I  have  with  me  and  what  were  taken  in  the  pursuit 
and  carried  across  the  Delaware,  there  are  near  three 
hundred  prisone^rs.  fourteen  of  whom  arc  officers,  all 
British. 

This  piece  of  good  fortune  is  counterbalanced  by 
the  loss  of  the  brave  and  worthy  General  Mercer, 
Colonels  Hazlet  and  Potter,  Captain  Neal  o(  the 
artillery.  Captain  Fleming,  who  commanded  the  first 
Virginian   regiment,  and  four  nr  five  other  valiiable 
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ofliccrd,  who,  with  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  privates, 
wcFC  slain  in  the  field.  Our  whole  loss  cannot  be 
ascertained,  as  many,  who  were  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  (who  were  chased  three  or  four  miles),  arc 
not  yet  come  \\\  The  rear  of  the  enemy's  army  lying 
at  Maidenhead,  not  mon^  than  fiv<??  or  six  miles  from 
Princeton^  was  up  with  us  before  our  pursuit  was 
over;  but,  as  1  had  the  precaution  to  destroy  the 
bridge  over  Stony  Brook,  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
field  of  action,  they  were  so  long  retarded  there,  as 
to  give  us  time  to  move  off  in  good  order  for  this 
place.  We  took  two  brass  field-pieces  :  but,  for  want 
of  horses,  could  not  bring  them  away.  We  also  took 
some  blankets,  shoes,  and  a  few  ulher  trilling  arlictes, 
burned  the  hay,  and  destroyed  such  other  things,  as 
the  shortness  of  the  time  would  admit  of/ 

My  original  plan,  when  I  set  out  from  Trenton, 
iva^  to  push  on  to  Brunswic ;  but  the  harassed  state 

'  "On  the  ad.  Lord Comwillb  haiinj  receircd  ■ccounls  of  ih«  rebel  aimj 
bdnff  polled  »|  Trmlon,  idvincfd  thUhcr,  Ivtirfng  tbc  41b  hri^tido  undcT  th« 
COnumuul  of  lieatvaaitt  Ciit>t<ino]  Mawli<i;>d  al  PriDCotjn.  t,n,A  tb«  ad.  bngad«, 
wilh  brigftdi^  |*cii«r«]  l.^iV  M  Maidcnht<ad.  On  lh«  Appmch  nf  tlip  Brilisb 
troops,  the  mem^'i  forwcuii  pot.t«  wtrr  driven  back  upon  their  army,  which 
wu  Jointed  tn  ■  itfon|>  [iMlliao,  licliind  a  creek  running  through  1'rrriTon, 
Pnriag  the  tiighi  ol  the  ^d.  ihc  cficmy  ijulttcd  thi^  tttnAitori,  anil  marcrikni;  hf 
Alleri'*  T-JWEi,  and  fruoi  ihcnce  to  Pmicelun,  Ml  in  un  ibc  nn^ruiiii;  cif  (lie  3d. 
vitb  ihff  l^lh  and  ^i'^  Tr*|;imffnlA,  rirl  th^ir  ni;iTfh  Ia  jiain  bnfiidifr  gmcnd 
l^Ua  %i  Mjiidaihcad.  Licutentne  colonr]  Mawliwjil,  nol  beiiii;  ai^prchcoAivc 
tA  ihv  eneniy'a  itren^,  ftitackctl  and  beat  back  (he  tmojtt  thai  hr&i  picMnlcd 
IheBHclvcb  CO  bhii,  bul  fmdinc  them  at  kngEh  very  superior  to  Tiim  in  numbcri, 
kr  pv^od  fcmrd  mih  the  I7ih  regiment,  tnd  jomed  bH^odkr  (general  Lodie. 
nc  }5lh  r«gim?nt  ntircd,  by  the  way  of  KiUsboroogh  t«  BniArwi<k,  *nd  the 
vnomjp  procecxlinc  im media Ecly  to  Frinceloa.  the  40th  reEimenl  alia  rehired  lo 
BniimridL.  The  \oa  upon  thU  ^iccosbn  to  hit  majest/i  troopa  U  17  killed, 
aBdMttT)y3OOm-0iindcdand  m^\\ng.'^G(iur^t H^v^ta  l^rdOt^'rgfGfrmcime, 
%  JwuiuT.  1777- 
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of  our  troops,  many  of  tlicm  having  had  no  rest  for 
two  nights  and  a  day,  and  the  dang«!r  of  losing  the 
advantage  we  had  gained  by  aiming  at  too  much,  in- 
duced me.  by  the  advice  of  my  officer*,  lo  relinquish 
the  attempt  But,  in  my  judgment,  six  or  eight  hun- 
dred fresh  troops  upon  a  forced  march  would  have 
destroyed  all  their  stores  and  magazines,  taken  (as 
we  have  since  learned)  their  military  chest,  containing 
seventy  thousand  pounds,  and  put  an  end  to  llie  wan 
The  enemy,  from  the  best  intelligence  I  have  been 
able  to  get,  were  so  much  alarmed  at  the  apprehen- 
sion of  this,  that  ihey  marched  immediately  to  Bruns- 
wic  without  halting,  except  at  the  bridges  (for  1  also 
took  up  those  on  Millstone,  on  the  dlfiferent  routes  to 
Bnjnswic)»  and  got  there  before  day- 

From  the  best  intormation  I  have  received.  Gen- 
eral Howe  has  left  no  men  either  at  Trenton  or 
Princeton*  The  truth  of  this  i  am  endeavoring  to 
ascertain,  that  I  may  regulate  my  movements  accord- 
ingly. The  militia  arc  taking  spirits,  and,  [  am  told, 
are  coming  in  fast  from  this  State  ;  but  I  fear  those 
from  Philadelphia  will  scarcely  submit  to  the  hard- 
ships of  a  winter  campaign  much  longer,  especially  as 
they  very  unluckily  sent  their  blankets  with  their 
baggage  to  Burlington.  I  must  do  them  the  justice 
however  to  add,  that  they  have  undergone  more 
fatigue  and  hardship,  than  I  expected  militia,  espe- 
cially citizens,  would  have  done  at  this  inclement  sea- 
son. 1  am  just  moving  to  Morristown,  where  I  shall 
endeavor  to  put  them  under  the  best  cover  1  can,' 


<777l 


GEORGE  WASH/aVGTON. 


>S' 


Hitherto  we  have  been  without  any;  and  many  of 
our  poor  soldiers  quite  barefoot,  ai^d  ill  clad  in  other 
respects-     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TU   MAJOR-GENERAL    I'tTNAM, 

Riucxhmin*  5  J^rtiMry,  1777. 

Dear  Genkhal, 

Fortune  ha*;  favored  us  in  an  attacic  on  Princeton. 
General  Howe  advanced  upon  Trenton,  which  wc 
evacuated  in  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  this  instant, 
and  drew  up  the  troops  on  the  south  side  of  Mill 
Creek,  and  continued  in  that  position  until  dark,  then 
marched  for  Princeton,  which  we  reached  next  morn- 
ing by  about  nine  o'clock.  There  were  three  regi- 
ments quartered  there  of  British  troops,  which  we 
attacked  and  routed.  The  number  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners  amounts  to  about  five 
or  six  hundred.  Wc  lost  several  officers  and  about 
thirty  privates.  General  Mercer  is  badly  wounded, 
if  not  mortally.  After  the  action  wc  immediately 
marched  for  this  place.  I  shall  remove  from  hence 
to  Morristown,  then?  shall  wait  a  few  days  and  refresh 
the  troops,  during  which  time  I  shall  keep  a  strict 

■  fUad  in  Coa|{r««A  tjrh  jAiiuftry. 

In  tifltb  ikc  dctionik  at  Trculon  Jiiid  PrinceLon.  Gtncral  WtthinifloTi  cn- 
coiin(c<l  llie  iroupt  by  hie  prcwncc  tn  the  n^viX  cipoicd  situations.  An  often 
wbn  vu  in  these  cngBEcmeoti  trrotc  from  MotHiIowd  on  lh«  7lh  of  Jaouftiy : 
**  Our  ■rmjr  love  iht'xs  Gcnrral  rery  muLh.  but  ih«y  Iiavc  one  Ihtn^  ngtiiui 
tiLn,  vhlth  \\  iti*  little  «an  Ik  tikri  of  himaclF  in  iMy  octic^i*  Hi»  pcmonD] 
ttrtvpij,  ind  lh«  rl(nir«  hr  ha«  of  aniTnalins  hU  tr»U|ib  liy  cxamiile,  mnkr  him 
tearlcv  of  dan^tr,  TM<(  occasions  us  mu<:l  unctuncr*-  Ifnt  KcftT«n»  wliicb 
lk&(  hitbcrlo  b<«n  hit  iJuoM.  I  hupo  will  fttill  contiauc  to  ^m)  to  vtliuble  a 
liie." 
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watch  upon  the  enemy's  motions.  They  appear  to 
be  panic-struck,  and  I  am  in  some  hopes  of  driving 
them  out  of  the  Jerseys.  It  is  thought  advisable  for 
you  to  march  the  troops  under  your  command  to 
Crosswicks.  and  keep  a  strict  watch  upon  the  enemy 
in  that  quarter.  If  the  enemy  continue  at  Brurswic. 
you  must  act  with  great  circumspection,  lest  you  meet 
with  a  surprise.  As  we  have  made  two  succe^ful 
attacks  upon  the  enemy  by  way  of  surprise,  they  will 
be  pointed  with  resentment  and  if  there  is  any  possi- 
bility of  retaliating,  they  will  attempt  it  You  will 
give  out  your  strength  to  be  twice  as  great  as  it  is. 
Forward  on  all  the  baggage  and  scattered  troops 
belonging  to  this  division  of  the  army,  as  soon  as  may 
ba 

You  will  keep  as  many  spies  out  as  you  will  see 
proper,  A  number  of  horsemen,  in  the  dress  of  the 
country,  must  be  constantly  kept  going  backwards 
and  forwards  for  this  purpose,  and  if  you  discover 
any  motion  of  the  enemy,  which  you  can  depend 
upon,  and  which  you  think  of  consequence,  let  me  be 
informed  thereof  as  soon  as  possible  by  express. 
I  am,  dear  General,  yours,  &c 


TO   MAJOR-CENERAL    IIEATU. 
SlK, 

Wc  have  made  a  successful  attack  upon  Princeton^ 
Genl.  Howe  advanced  upon  Trenton,  we  evacuated 
the  Town  and  Jay  on  the  other  side  of  Mill  Creek, 
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unEil  dark,  then  stole  a  march  and  attacked  Princeton 
about  nine  o'clock  in  (lie  morning;  Tliere  was  three 
Regiments  quartered  there,  the  killed,  wounded  and 
taken  prisoners,  amounts  to  about  50a 

The  enemy  are  in  great  consternalion  ;  and  as  the 
panic  affords  us  a  favorable  opportunity  to  drive  them 
out  of  the  Jerseys,  it  has  been  determined  in  councU, 
that  you  should  move  down  towards  New  York  with 
a  considerable  force,  as  if  you  had  a  design  upon  the 
city,  That  being  an  object  of  great  importance,  the 
enemy  will  be  reduct:d  to  the  necessity  of  witlidraw- 
ing  a  considerable  part  of  their  force  from  the  Jerseys, 
if  not  the  whole,  to  secure  the  city,  I  shall  draw  the 
force  on  ibis  *tide  of  the  North  River  together  at 
Morristown.  where  I  shall  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy,  and  avail  myself  of  every  favorable  circum- 
stance. You  will  retain  four  thousand  of  the  militia 
coming  on  from  the  New  England  governments  for 
the  expedition.  You  will  act  with  great  precaution, 
but  avail  yourself  of  every  favorable  opportunity  of 
attacking  the  enemy,  when  you  can  do  it  toadvan* 
tage.  General  Lincoln  must  cross  the  North  River 
and  come  on  with  the  remainder  of  the  miiitia  to 
Morri5rtown.  Leave  a  sufficient  guard  at  tht?  High- 
lands* You  will  also  have  so  many  boats  collected 
together,  or  in  such  a  manner,  as  you  may  always 
avail  yourself  of  ihem,  if  it  be  found  expedient  for 
your  troops,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  cross  the  North 
River  at  Dobbs's  F'erry.  or  at  any  other  of  the 
landings.     I  am,  &e. 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Mo»ifrrowr<r  7  jAnutry,  1777. 
SfRi 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  account  of 
Genl  Mercers  death,  transmitted  in  my  last,  was 
premature  tho'  it  was  mentioned  as  certain  by  many 
who  saw  him  after  he  was  wounded.  By  intelligjence 
from  Princeton  yesterday  evening,  he  was  alive,  and 
seemed  as  if  he  would  do  well  ;  unhappily  he  is  a 
prisoner.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  information  I  had 
of  his  death,  1  would  have  tried  to  have  brought  him 
away,  the'  I  believe  it  could  not  have  been  effected- 
The  enemy  have  totally  evacuated  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  and  are  now  at  Brunswic  and  the  several 
posts  on  the  communication  between  that  and  Hud* 
son's  River,  but  chiefly  at  Brunswic  Their  numbers 
and  movements  are  variously  reported,  but  all  agree 
that  their  force  is  great.  There  have  been  two  or 
three  little  skirmishes  between  their  parties  and  some 
detachments  of  the  miUtia,  in  which  the  latter  have 
been  successful  and  made  a  few  prisoners.  The  most 
considerable  was  on  Sunday  morning,  near  Spring- 
field, when  eight  or  ten  Waldeckers  were  killed  and 
wounded,  and  the  remainder  of  the  party,  thirty^nine 
or  forty,  made  prisoners,  with  two  officers,  by  a  force 
not  superior  in  number  and  without  receiving  the 
least  damage. 

The  severity  of  the  season  lias  made  our  troops, 
especially  the  militia,  extremely  impatient,  and  has 
reduced  the  number  very  considerably,  Everj'  day 
more  or  less  leave  us.     Their  complaints,  and  the 
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great  fatigue  they  have  ijnde!rganct,  induce^]  mc  to 
coine  to  this  place,  as  the  best  calculated,  of  any  in 
thU  quarter,  to  accommodate  and  refresh  them.  The 
situation  is  by  no  means  favorable  to  our  views,  and 
as  soon  as  the  purposes  are  answered  for  which  we 
came,  I  think  to  remove,  though  I  confess  I  do  not 
know  how  we  shall  procure  covering  for  our  men 
clscwlicrc,     I  am,  &c' 


K 


TU    MAJOK-GENKRAL    LINCULN. 

Mo)LKi^ow?(t  7  Januaiy,  1777. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  am  glad  lo  hear  by  yours  of  the  4th  instant,  that 
you  had  arrivc^d  at  Peckskill,  and  1  hope  from  the 
measures  you  h:tve  taken  to  hasten  up  your  troops, 
that  they  will  soon  be  all  with  you.  General  Heath 
will  communicate  mine  of  this  dale  to  you,  by  which 
you  will  find,  that  the  greatest  part  of  your  troops 
are  to  move  down  towards  New  York,  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  to  that  quarter,  and  if  they 
do  not  throw  a  considerable  body  back  again,  you 
may  in  all  probability  carry  the  city,  or  at  least 
blockade  ihem  in  it  I  believe  they  are  not  prepared 
forihe  latter;  for,  as  they  have  for  some  time  past 
made  tht:mselves  sure  of  holding  Jersey,  ihcy  have 
not  taken  proper  precaution*!  to  establish  large  maga- 
zines at  any  one  place*  I  leave  it  entirely  to  the 
determination  of  you  and  General  Heath,  whether 
you  shall  continue  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  River, 
or  come  in  with  the  troops  that  are  to  join  mc,     I 

I  RMd  in  Coi^r«f«  Jtnunry  14th. 
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have  only  to  beg  of  you  to  be  as  expeditious  as  pos- 
sible in  moving  fonx'ard,  for  the  sooner  a  panic-struck 
enemy  arc  followed,  the  better.  If  we  can  oblige 
them  to  e%'acuatc  Jersey,  we  must  drive  them  lo  the 
utmost  distress ;  for,  as  1  mentioned  above,  they 
have  depended  upon  the  supplies  from  that  province 
for  their  winter  support,     I  am^  dear  Sir,  yours,  &a' 


TO    LIEUTENANT-COI-ON'EL    EDU'ARn    ANTILL 

MouusiowN,  S  J»tiary,  177?' 

Sir. 

I  received  yours  of  the  ad  instant  from  Baltimore; 
in  answer  to  which,  I  have  only  to  dcBire  you  to  call, 
upon  all  your  officci"ft,  who  arc  upon  rccniiting  ser- 
vice, to  exert  themselves  as  much  as  possible  in  fill- 
ing their  companies,  and  sending  their  recruits  for- 
ward to  some  general  place  of  rendezvous,  that  they 
may  he  armed,  equipped,  and  gnt  into  service  with 
as  much  expedition  as  possiblen  As  you  and  Colonel 
Hazcn  had  the  nomination  of  your  own  officers,  by 
virtue  of  your  commissions,  I  shall  have  no  objection 
to  any  gentleman  of  good  character,  that  you  may 

I  "  t  b«K  yw  wUl  keep  up  every  Ap(icAr«iiCC  o(  falling  down  upon  Now 
Vcdc.  u  that  win  he  llie  larcti  method  of  ohlJi^ine  the  tncmy  to  wilbdmw 
Uidrwlidtf  force  from  ihUtidc  lo  protect  ttiai  chy;  <mt,  as  1  nm  conlideni 
they  hnvc  noi  proper  maRniinci  eiubUahcd  \\\vtc,  they  mu«  be  put  Id  tlie 
mo>i  cxlremc  want  fur  proviMun^  \i  they  flirou  pxrt  ol  then  lorcc  into  New 
VoiIl,  tlicy  hIU  knif  ihcmselva  in  »uch  a  >Uuation.  that  wo  dujt  la  aU  probft- 
bStily  fill  vpor  them  trtth  tuccvM. 

"  ]  received  youn  of  (he  4th  \^\  ni;fhl,  and  am  t;lad  lo  find,.  Ihat  you  h&tre 
Llri^ody  made  tumc  di>pi:4ilii>ns  to  mow  low«nl>i  New  VorL  Vuur  following;, 
Aitfa  a  itron^er  for^,  will  ^iTTAcolof  to  our  pretended  or  real  d^Vign  upon 
LhAl  cily  ;  for.  if  (here  ix  ■  fair  upcnin^,  T  wciild  Imvc  you  maLe  the  mtcmjit," 
•'— Watkimgiftt  ta  Mn/or-Cfirtni  I/taSk,  January  7,  1777- 
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think  fit  toappoirL  I  would  only  mention  to  you, 
that  Mr.  Buru^ell  has  already  got  a  company  in  the 
Virginia  artillery,  and  therefore  you  had  better  fill  up 
the  place  you  intended  for  him  with  some  other 
person-  If  going  to  Virginia  yourself  will  be  of  any 
sen'ice,  I  certainly  shall  have  no  objection  to  W  I 
ara,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

■  EdVArd  AntlU  wt*  llcutcnaat-coloael  oJ  Ihc  rqEimcnt  comnundcd  by  CoU 
oncl  Hvink.  The  uitgln  4ml  condition  «f  Ihi^  fc^mcat  wci«  diffcrtni  fiom 
Uiu*c  kA  •ny  othcjn  lo  ili«  v-iny.  Ai  toon  ai  Congrcs*  were  mode  ncquunled 
wltb  the  dUutroLii  k^Lic  of  llic  aitftck  on  Qncb^c,  Thc^  Jtulhoriicd  ibc  ruyn£ 
of  in  fld^idoTto]  rc£imciit  of  C>n4diaTii  in  that  prmHtict,  4nd  Appcntii^d  llajten 
to  be  the  colonel  and  AntiM  to  be  the  lieutea ant-colon eL  Thi^  wm  the  ^i-coad 
Canadian  rtgimfni.  uonc  liail  alm<ly  bvcu  »iitillihcil  uodtr  Oilund  Jamca 
|.tTin£ilon.  Ttit  rcgimrni  eommflnded  by  Hitien  went  b}'  t)iv  nrnnv  of  C*m- 
(rtu'i  OtBH^  beciutc  it  vu  aoi  atTActed  to  the  quota  of  E&ny  of  Uio  States-  It 
irai  to  conedst  of  one  thousand  tn«n,  vho  were  to  be  entUleil  for  Lh*  wai,  and. 
On  iccouDt  of  Ibc  grEral  dislauco  from  Congrou,  and  to  proniot*  de*patcb,  the 
ap]H^ntiBeDl  of  tttcofficciswab  entni»ted  tci  the  colonel,  iviih  ihc  Approbatfcon 
of  lh<r  commandini-  ol!l(Dr  in  diiBtU.  The  itf|;uncnt  uai  (o  be  unniigcd  in 
(oiir  baM»liom,  di^i^^f^l  infn  (itc  c^iripanici  rtcb.  During  th*  ■pring  f^  ITJ^. 
about  hre  hundred  raen  were  niied,  wbo  tttre  on  tervice  in  dilTcreat  ii&rts  of 
Ihe  proYince ;  but,  on  (he  cvaniation  of  Canada,  the  nuinbo  hsd  decrraflfd, 
•Qci  vhrn  ihc  rc^^iment  arrived  rn  Allnny,  doriiii;  the  moiiEh  v\  AuguU,  it  wa* 
rvduccl  to  lev  tliMu  OTIC  hunrlrcd-  Hft'cn  ajitl  AiitHI  pr^ittcded  to  PlillEideljihla 
lo  Ihj  Uio  ttatc  oF  iheir  rcjEiment  ^>eforc  Contra* ;  and,  after  the  revolve  vu 
paiacd  for  <»tAb1Uhh|£  the  nev  arniy  of  vi^hty-richt  httrRlEcinv  to  be  uni(Ened 
Is  doe  pfOpoiftioiu  to  tlic  ftcvcral  SUte«,  it  wu  ilecided  thjjt  Hiucn't  rq^menl 
ibould  coatiituc  on  ics  orinmil  foundation  ;  iliai  Ik,  the  men  lo  toive  darinjf  The 
war,  and  Ibc  cokneti  to  be  empowered  to  appoirl  the  lubordinale  oihcen^  A* 
Ibe  rv£lmen<  bcEonged  to  no  ^Ute.  ihc  ofntc^is  *ere  nuUiaHttd  lo  T.ti«e  their 
\  la  an)r  or  all  of  the  Sfatet.  To  hfltf^n  the  «nliiiiinniTi,  il  wAt  agreed,  ihal 
CoIoimI  Maten  should  luperintend  the  recruJlinf  tcrvice  in  New  York  aad  the 
eatlen  Slates,  and  Lienienaiit -Colonel  Antill  in  Kew  Jrney,  PenniylvaniB. 
Maryland,  and  Viqpnia,  But  vhrn  Colonel  (liren  reatJicd  Albany,  he  found 
ilut  ihe  eiMleni  dutct  were  ^rjni;  >>ii  luuvh  Urgei  houiilieH  fur  nilin^  up  their 
quelAB  of  di*  «a|thty-«|EJi1  lattAlionft^  than  hs  wix  uithoriiwd  to  allow  by  Con- 
%f*t^  thai  bii  prwpeet  of  rmccrM  Wat  mnaJL  Owint-  to  ihit  drcum^tanco  the 
racmlttfor  Ihe  ragtaaem  chiefly  eon v4(cd  ol  mrn  from  the  middle  Slaiei. — 
J^rH^h  4/  C^grtss,  January  30th,  and  October  23d,  1776.    Aniiiri  MS. 
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TO   LIEUT£NANT-GEKERAL   EARL   CORNWALLtS. 

Mv  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  Favor  of  yesterday  was  delivered 
to  me  by  the  officer,  who  met  your  (lag  of  tnice. 
You  may  be  assured,  that  no  molestation  will  be 
offered  to  the  convoy  of  money  and  stores,  which 
Genera]  De  Heisler  means  to  send  to  the  Hessians 
taken  at  Trenton,  or  to  the  surgeon  with  medicines 
for  the  wounded  at  Princeton,  by  any  part  of  the 
regular  army  under  my  command.  But  I  cannot 
answer  for  the  militia,  who  are  resorting  to  arms  in 
most  parts  of  this  State,  and  exceedingly  exasperated 
at  the  treatment  they  have  met  with,  from  both 
Hessian  and  British  troops,  I  therefore  thought  it 
most  advisable  to  direct  Captain  Barry,  the  bearer  of 
this,  to  give  a  safe  conduct  to  the  Hessian  baggage 
as  far  as  Philadelphia,  and  the  surgeon  and  medicines 
to  Princeton,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Hessian 
sergeant  and  twelve  men's  attending  their  baggage, 
till  it  is  delivered  to  their  countrymen;  but  cannot 
consent  to  their  carrying  their  arms,  as  I  think  none 
hilt  bad  consequences  can  ensue  from  such  a  measure. 

I  am.  with  due  respect,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's 
most  obedient  servant. 


TO  COLONEL  GEORGE  BAVl.OR. 

Mo]ttiSTOw?<,  %  Jtnuuy.  1777* 

Dear  Bavlor, 

Your  letter  of  the  ist  from  Baltimore  came  to  my 
hands  this  day.  Your  desires  of  commanding  a  regi- 
ment of  horse  I  cheerfully  yield   to.  because  it  is  the 


'77:1 


GEORGE  IVASH/NGTON. 


159 


recommendation  of  Congress,  your  own  wish,  and  my 
desire.  As  nothing  contributes  so  much  to  the  con* 
stitution  of  a  good  regiment,  as  a  good  corps  of 
officers,  and  no  method  so  likely  to  obtain  these,  as 
leaving  the  choice  in  a  great  measure  to  the  gentle* 
man,  who  \%  to  reap  the  honors  or  share  the  disgrace 
arising  from  their  behavior,  1  shall  vest  you  with  the 
power  of  nominating  the  officers  of  your  own  regi- 
ment.  except  the  field-officers  and  those  of  the  troop 
commanded  by  Geo:  Lewis,  which  1  shall  annex  to 
your  regiment,  instead  of  Sheldon's,  and  except  a 
lieutenancy  in  some  troop  for  Starke,  When  I  talk 
of  giving  you  the  nomination  of  the  officers^  I  would 
have  it  undcr^^tood,  that  I  reserve  to  myself  a  negative 
upon  a  part  or  the  whole,  if  I  have  reason  to  suspect 
an  improper  choice. 

I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  be  circumspect  in 
your  choice  of  officers.  Take  none  but  gentlemen  ; 
let  no  local  attachments  influence  you  ;  do  not  suffer 
your  good  nature,  when  an  application  Is  made,  to 
say  yes,  when  you  ought  to  say  no  ;  remember,  that 
it  is  a  public,  not  a  private  cause,  that  is  to  be  injured 
or  benefited  by  your  choice;  recollect,  also,  that  no 
Enhance  has  yet  happened  of  good  nr  bad  behavior 
in  a  corps  in  our  service,  that  ha3  not  originated  with 
the  officers.  Do  not  take  old  men,  nor  yet  fill  your 
corps  with  boys,  especially  for  captains.  Colonel 
Landon  Carter  some  time  ago  recommended  a  grand- 
son of  his  to  me.  If  he  still  inclines  to  serve,  and  a 
lieutenancy  would  satisfy  him,  make  him  the  offer  of 
it  1  have  wrote  to  a  Major  Clough  to  accept  the 
majority  of  your  regiment.     He  is  an  experienced 
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offictr  in  the  horse  service,  and  a  gentlemanlike  man 
aa  far  as  1  have  seen  him.  The  lieutenant-colonel  I 
have  not  yet  absolutely  iixed  on,  though  I  have  a 
person  in  my  eye.  For  furllier  in^trLicuous  refer  to 
Mr-  Harrison,  who  will  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of 
those  given  to  Colonel  Sheldon,  One  hundretl  and 
twenty  dollars  will  be  allowed  you,  as  the  average  price 
of  the  horses-  The  money  for  these  and  your  accou* 
trcmcnts  you  must  call  upon  Congress  for  ;  and  [  have 
to  entreat,  tliat  you  will  not  delay  a  moment,  that  can 
be  avoided,  in  preparing  to  take  the  field  early.  You 
must  be  upon  your  mettle,  for  others  are  engaged  in 
the  same  service,  and  will  exert  themselves  to  the 
utmost  to  outdo  you,  I  am  verj'  sincerely  yours,  &c, 
1  can  say  nothing  respecting  your  uniform,  as  that 
will  depend  upon  the  Cloth  to  be  had.  Mn  James 
Mease  of  Philadelphia  is  appointed  Clothier  General 
to  the  Army,  and  to  him  you  must  apply  for  this 
Article ;  where  you  will  be  able  to  get  proper  Saddles, 
I  know  not,  if  Maiyland  and  V^irginia,  loyether  with 
Lancaster  ^nd  York  could  furnish  you  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  than  to  depend  upon  Philadelphia,  as 
it  is  likely  there  may  be  a  run  upon  that  city»  for 
more  than  it  can  furnish  in  a  short  time,  let  me  hear 
frequently  from  you.' 

■"  Since  I  wrote  to  you  lut,  the  cnomf  hAvv  withdnwn  aVl  ihcir  out  gam* 
ton",  anci  rtnlirr^  Ihffir  wlioli*  Foni*  at  anri  near  llninfwir.  hut  wh^thr-r  with 
an  iiilcntion  to  miike  >  Uiiid  there,  ormaLc  another  pu^h  towairla  I'hila^dphia, 
]  c;«niic](  yet  cli^trmitiic.  U|>on  Lht  evacuation  of  BliMbcth  town.  CrvneraJ  Ma* 
well  fell  ufiiiu  ihc  eiic^my')  rnr,  And  made  uvcniy  pHuonon,  And  look  aptrMl 
of  baggage." —  Watkin^tifn  /<*  ikt  Pnridfnt  of  Congrtt^^  Morrittirtim,  ^  Jan- 
uaiy,  (777, 

"  T  wrote  to  you  lattly.  lincv  whkli  the  oneniy  appo*r  to  he  drnwini-  thoir 
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to  goverkor  trumbull. 

Sir. 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  23d  last 
month,  I  hope  the  Congress  have,  in  consequence  of 
your  application,  ordered  up  a  supply  of  money  for 
the  county  to  the  new  enlisted  troops  in  your  State  ; 
but  lest  they  should  not  have  done  it.  1  sliall  order 
Colonel  Palfrey  to  send  what  cash  ho  can  spare  to  the 
Dcpuly-Pay  Master  at  Pcckskill^  to  be  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  recruiting  service  to  the  castAvard.  He 
some  little  time  ago  sent  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  to  Peekskill  to  be  distributed  by  General 
Heath  among  thp.  recmiting  officrrs.  If  that  sum 
should  not  be  expended  some  money  may  be  drawn 
from  thence.  In  the  mean  time  I  must  beg  the  favor 
of  you  to  advance  the  necessary  sums  out  of  the 
treasury  of  your  State,  assuring  you  it  shall  be 
refunded  as  early  as  possible. 

[  am  very  happy  to  hear  that  your  Assembly  have 
It  in  contemplation  to  send  a  body  of  troops  forward 
to  serve  till  your  regular  enlistments  can  be  com- 
pleted. Nothing  can  be  more  distressing  to  the 
enemy  or  serviceable  to  mc  than  an  army  hanging 

wW«  CoK«  10  Bmnswie,  wh^ihcr  wlUi  ■  dvign  to  in«v«  ioik«rdd  PUM^IphU, 
atudi  Wk  01  Mturc  thcmsdvc:^  fiom  the  inconvenienct^  ^\  fletAchcd  borlle*.  ! 
know  DOl :  bul  u  many  I'lluaMc  piiri>o\;«  may,  t  think,  be  antwcred,  \ff  yont 
mofnx^  tQw«H«  New  York,  J  wiih  no  rimr  may  be  lost  in  doiTi^  it-  1  h«T« 
£pod  rcAKUN  (o  bvHetv,  that  Ihcrc  tre  very  Jew  men  Jail  in  the  city  of  Kcw 
Vevk«  oc  upon  the  UUnd ;  tonMtLiicntty  a  Iwily  »f  tnwpt  (cixtclicrl  ihftL  way 
mttf  fiCMUMB  ihem«el«i»t  of  Ihv  city,  or  <-POC^mion  i  reinforcement  lo  h#  ihmwn  in 
there,  juid  in  either  cue  cinnot  f«il  of  Ad^-Ancins  our  tauie.'' —  H^aihimifim  ^ 
M^/^^Gfnfrai J/etifA,  January  9,  IT'T- 
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irpon  the  rear  of  New  York,  to  move  forward  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require.  Their  wishes  and  views  are 
certainly  cawards  Philadelphia  ;  and  valuable  as  the 
acquisition  of  that  city  would  be,  it  would  be  paying 
too  dear  a  price  for  it,  were  they  to  give  up  New 
York  to  a  force  that  might  be  thrown  into  it  after 
their  army  had  moved  southward 

Our  SUCCC53  at  Trenton  has  been  followed  by  an- 
other lucky  blow  at  Princetown  on  the  3d  instant  I 
lay  with  about  five  tliousand  men  at  Trenton.  The 
enemy  advanced  a  superior  force  down  upon  me  from 
Princetown  on  the  second.  Not  choosing  to  risk  an 
engagement  there,  I  decamped  as  soon  as  it  was  dark 
and  marched  along  their  flank  to  Princetown,  which 
lay  direccly  in  their  rear.  I  arrived  there  by  break  of 
day  and  found  three  regiments  of  British  troops' 
ready  drawn  up  to  march  to  Trenton.  We  immedi- 
ately attacked  them,  and  in  a  short  time  put  them 
completely  to  the  rout.  We  have  already  taken  three 
hundred  prisoners,  and  the  country  people  are  daily 
bringing  in  stragglers.  Their  loss  upon  the  whole 
will  amount  to  at  least  five  hundred*  The  enemy 
confounded  at  this  unexpected  stroke  in  their  rear, 
and  fearing  that  tht^ir  baggagr  at  Brunswick  would 
fall  into  our  hands,  marched  back  in  the  greatest 
hurry  from  Trenton  to  Brunswick  where  their  main 
body  now  lays.  They  have  called  in  all  their  out- 
posts, so  that  their  late  possession  of  the  greatest 
part  of  Jersey  is  reduced  to  the  compass  of  a  very 
few  miles.  They  evacuated  Elizabeth  Town  with  so 
much  precipitation  that  we  made  one  hundred  prison- 
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em  and  took  tlie  baggage  of  the  raiments,  besides  a 
quantity  of  provisions. 

These  successes,  though  comparatively  small,  have 
greatly  inspirited  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  and 
Pennsylvania ;  and  1  am  in  great  hopes  if  we  can 
once  put  the  enemy  into  winter  quarters,  and  get 
some  little  leisure  that  our  affairs  may  be  put  in  such 
a  train  and  upon  such  n  footing  as  will  insure  success 
the  next  campaign. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO  COl-ONEI-   NATHANiei.  CIST 


IMSTRUCTIOHB. 

Whereas  ihc  honorable  Contincr)lji1  Congress,  by  ft  resolve  of 
the  ?7lh  ultimo,  bave  appointed  bixtc-cn  battalions  marc  to  be 
raised,  in  addition  to  eighty^eight  voted  in  September  XstiX,  and 
tuve  authorised  mc  to  nominate  and  commission  the  officers  for 
the  same,  know  you,  th^it  I,  reposing  the  utmosl  confidcDce  in 
your  abilities  and  nttAchment  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
by  virtue  of  the  povrer  aforesaid,  do  constitute  and  appoint  you  a 
colonel  of  one  of  the  said  battalions,  giving  and  granting  you 
authority,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  your  other  Hcld-officers,  to 
appoint  alJ  ofhccrs  under  the  rank  of  field-officers  necessary  for 
the  fame,  neverEhdest  reserving  to  myself  the  nght  of  ratifying 
or  rejecting  such  appointments ;  and,  as  many  good  officers  may 
have  been  overlooked  in  the  new  appointments  by  the  committees 
of  the  levend  Scatet;  Jissignei]  for  the  ditchirge  of  that  business, 
it  U  my  wish,  tlut  yoci  give  <i  preference  to  such  of  theoi,  as  you 
know  to  be  deserving  of  notice. 

I  do  hereby  require  and  enjoin  you,  forthwith  to  take  mcasuret 
for  recmitiDj;  suet  battalion,  in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  to 
•crvt  for  the  temi  of  thr<>c  years,  or  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  with  Great  Rritaio,  and  upon  such  pay,  bounUev,  and  allow- 
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onces,  05  have  been  r««o)ved  on  bj  Congrets  for  the  «ighty-cighl 
battalions  aforesaid. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters  at  Morrffitown,  this  i  ith  dAj*  of  Jan* 
iiaiy,  1777' 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

HxAti-QtfARreas,  Moikibtowh,  tijam,,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  yours  of  the  6th,  enclosing  sev* 
ml  resolves  of  Congress  respecting  an  exchange  to 
be  proposed  between  General  Lee  and  the  Hessian 
field-officers  taken  at  Trenton.  Colonel  Rahl  died 
the  day  after  the  action  ;  and  we  left  one  of  the 
majors  so  ill  of  his  wounds,  that  1  am  in  doubt  of  his 
recovery.  I  can  however  make  an  offer  of  all  that 
remain,  in  exchange  for  General  Lee,  except  one 
whom  you  order  to  be  proposed  by  Colonel  Allen. 
If  the  offer  is  rejected  by  General  Howe,  I  shall 
think  myself  then  at  liberty  to  remonstrate  to  him  on 
his  treatment  of  General  Lee,  If  he  will  not  exchange 
him,  he  should  at  least  admit  him  to  his  parole,  as  we 

'  TheAB  kbtcvn  ■dditlontl  rogliDcniU  were  «^tabll«h<cl  on  s  dJlTcrciit  f^Hiilii^' 
frvm  lh«  «ifihty-»i£ht  haitaJion*,  wfaich  wfTo  itpportionsd  kmonf-  i)ie  &««»] 
StAieip  the  appointment  of  officer!  being  rFf<^rrrd  to  the  StitetrcaipcclitHyiccord' 
tniE  lo  Uic  qnoti  of  each ;  wherem  ic  (he  ibtccn  battalions,  or  regiments,  tbe 
appoiintrnvnt  of  Ihc  offiocnwat  \t\K  to  Ibf  Coiofnandfir-iii-chitr.  and  hr  wMCm- 
povrcrcd  Eo  ntaa  tli«  men  ia  %\\y  or  all  of  the  United  5Utt«i.  Cdoiiol  l}f«1  wu 
Aulliojucd  lu  faav  fmir  companio  of  rangvit,  4nd  inttrudcd  Id  iirocect  to  Uie 
Ch^nk^f  fir  iny  ath*?r  n.iFion  of  Inrliinx,  ami  Bllc^pt   Fn  prorurr  ■  niiml»r  (if 

wuriora.  not  CHt<rcdini:  five  hundred,  who  w«rf  (□  bv  )iip;>licd  with  inn«,  blan- 
k«b,  and  other  Dect««ftrica.  and,  Intlvjid  of  ^rv^cnu.  to  rcfcivc  ihe  ume  p^y  ai . 
Ilw  CroopilntheConlJnentd  \»rvii:c,  1  nn  not  awarr  thai  any  InrSianiurcrcob-^ 
lAincil.  llic  ci^iluficih  (]f  iQii  n:|;imrnthwcTCipf)uinlL-d  In  Jaima^,  and  fuinbUed 
ifrrith  iiiklructumk  ftimilnr  lo  ths  above,  THvir  nmnt"  were  NaUu^uLel  CJiti,  John 
falton.  WiltiainGrayiMin,  Thomai  Hartley.  SamuH  B.  Webb.  David  lleiUey.  Eto- 
kiel  ComtLl.  Henry  Shcrhumr,  Alexander  Scimmell,  Hrury  Jftckton.  The  ap- 
pointment >>  C[>ihe  oi)icr«ixre|^mcnth  were  made  hu bscquemly  at  iliffer^nl  times. 
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have  ever  done  to  their  prisoners,  who  have  fallt?n 
inco  our  hands.  I  understand  from  undoubted 
authorily,  that  they  intend  to  try  the  General  by  a 
court-martial,  as  a  deserter  from  their  service^  pre- 
tending that  his  rcsifjnation  was  never  accepted  But 
I  shall  inform  General  Howe,  that,  if  any  such  step 
is  taken  under  so  shaHow  and  illegal  a  pretext,  and 
their  sentence  should  extend  cither  to  affect  his  life 
or  liberty,  they  may  depend  upon  the  most  severe 
and  adequate  retaliation  upon  our  part.' 

The  enemy  have  made  no  move  since  my  last.  By 
every  account,  they  b«?gin  to  be  distressed,  particularly 
for  forage,  of  which  there  is  little  or  none  remaining 
in  the  small  circle  they  possess,  except  salt  hay.  By  let- 
ters from  General  Heath,  of  the  9th,  he  was  beginning 
to  move  down  towards  Kingsbndge  with  the  troops 
from  New  England  This  must  add  to  the  distress  of 
the  enemy,  Avho  will,  by  this  measure,  be  il<:prived  nf 
the  fiubsifttence  they  formerly  drew  from  Westchester 
and  the  counties  to  the  northward  of  York  Island.' 

*  CdntrcM  liad  intirucinl  Gmeral  WuhJngum  to  propose  five  Hchh^  l^cfd- 
ofllccn,  Utdy  uUn  at  ircntcm.  in  cKchiUig?  (or  OcDctal  hre,  jmf  one  for 
Cokncl  Etbaii  Alkii^  Krpgrtk  were  iccclvxU  iW  Gc«cia1  l^cc  h>u  ill  v>cU, 
BDit  CoogTWfc  nolv«d,  thai,  in  cat<  ih«  BrItJih  Coniunuiitcr  wcuJd  not  coatoent 
ti#  tie  fffOlTcied  ctdun^e,  preciwly  ihc  lAiiie  imimettl  nhould  be  ncrcfMiJ 
towttdt  ibdc  afficcTs,  01  ihdt  pr«i:liBed  upon  GencnJ  Lcc ;  in  f.hotr,  (hut  Ukc 
law  «f  reUJiation  should  be  cirried  into  rifpd  rffcil.  t^roidcni  Hanrock  wrote 
to  VfMhblglBoa*  on  th«  6iTj  Qf  jaiiuiry  :— "<!^iivr»]  LtpS  ntu^uioii  M<invto  bo 
nlmnfly  d«it^ro»  and  cnlitv),  ^s>A,  fnjm  (^vnvml  Itow't  hthavinr  lo  Kim, 
\\.  is  higKly  prol^aLfp  tie  u[|l  be  brauffht  lo  trid  for  i9«»eritofi.  trrrfrral  L«e,  ll 
>i  iftid  by  Mr-  £uil«cr,  hu  aide-dc-ciinp,  bavia^  idclrcii*«tl  (^w  Icden  to  Gen- 
crftt  H<j#«,  rc<xivoil  ihvm  both  back  K^in  unopcnal.  A»d  cnctcMcd  under  m 
cover  ilirected  lo  '  UtuUnant-tatancl  Lfr.^  \  hope  Ihe  fl*g.  whlc^  Congien 
vrdeieid  lo  tc  *tni  lu  iiiiikG  imfuiiy  intu  ihc  nMnncr  Ea  wbich  lie  >»  Ireitod,  hti 
b««fli  dcfitpAtchei^  and  t  nmonttntncw  inran«r']umc«af  it.  «hmtM  your  infcirrnt. 
tkw  on  lh«  uibiccC  h:ive  rendertil  thil  Vrp  nece%Mry/' 
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TO   LORD    HOWB. 

Hkad-Quaxtkiu,  13  Jannuy,  1777, 

Mv  Lord, 

I  am  sorry  that  I  am  under  the  disagreeable  neces-' 
sity  of  troubling  your  Lordship  with  a  letter,  almost 
wholly  on  tile  subject  of  the  cruel  treatment,  which 
our  officers  and  men,  in  the  naval  department,  who 
are  unhappy  enough  to  fall  into  your  hands,  receive 
on  board  the  prison*ships  in  the  harbour  of  New 
York.  Without  descending  to  particulars^  I  shall 
ground  my  complaint  upon  the  matter  contained  in 
the  enclosed  paper,  which  is  an  exact  copy  of  an 
account  of  the  usage  of  the  prisoners^  delivered  to 
Congress  by  a  Captain  Gamble,  lately  a  prisoner 
himself  in  New  York  If  this  account  be  true,  of 
which  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  as  Captain  Gamble 
is  said  to  be  a  man  of  veracity.  I  call  upon  your 
Lordship  to  say,  whether  any  treatment  of  your  offi- 
cers and  seamen  has  merited  so  severe  a  retaliation. 
I  am  bold  to  say,  it  has  not.  So  far  from  it,  that  the 
officers  and  seamen,  taken  on  board  armed  ships, 
have  been  treated  with  the  greatest  humanity,  and 
not  forced  to  enter  on  board  any  of  our  public  or  pri- 
vate vessels  of  war  ;  and  those,  taken  in  the  merchant 
service,  have  been  Immediately  set  at  liberty. 

From  the  opinion  I  have  ever  been  taught  to  enter* 
tain  of  your  Lordships  humanity,  I  will  not  suppose, 
that  you  are  privy  to  proceedings  of  so  cruel  and  un- 
justifiable a  nature;  and  I  hope.  that,  upon  making 
the  proper  inquiry,  you  will  have  the  matter  so  regu- 
lated, that  the  unhappy  creatures,  whose  lot  is  cap- 
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tivity,  may  not  in  future  have  the  miseries  of  coldp 
disease,  and  famine  :idded  to  their  other  misfortunes. 
You  may  call  us  rebels,  and  say  that  wc  dcscr^'c  no 
better  treatment;  but,  remember,  my  Lord,  that, 
supposing  us  rebels,  we  still  have  feelings  equally  as 
keen  and  sensible  as  loyalists,  and  will,  if  forced  to  it, 
most  assuredly  retaliate  upon  those,  upon  whom  we 
look  as  the  unjust  invaders  of  our  rights,  liberties, 
and  propcrtiea  I  should  not  have  said  thus  much, 
but  my  injured  countr^-men  have  long  called  upon 
mctocndeavortoobtain  a  redress  of  their  grievances ; 
and  I  shall  think  myself  as  culpable  as  those,  who 
inflict  such  severities  upon  them,  were  I  to  continue 
silent. 

I  enclose  your  Lordship  a  list  of  the  captain  and 
crew  of  an  armed  boat  belonging  to  Georgia,  taken 
by  the  Rover,  a  man-of-war,  Captain  Stanhope. 
There  arc  a  sufficient  number  of  prisoners  in  Georgia, 
belonging  to  your  navy,  to  make  an  exchange.  If 
the  measure  meets  your  approbation,  it  will  be  very 
agreeable  to  both  parties.  I  lately  sent  in  LitTUtenant 
Boger,  who  belonged  to  the  Liverpool  frigate.  Cap- 
tain Bellew  of  the  same  frigate  took  a  Captain  Burke, 
and  sent  him  into  New  York  for  tlie  express  purj>osc 
of  having  him  exchanged  for  linger.  I  should  there- 
fore be  glad  to  have  Captain  Burke  sent  out.  There 
are  two  f:aptains  of  merchantmen,  by  the  name  of 
Bell  and  Getshius,  on  board  the  Whitley  prison-ship. 
If  your  Lordship  will  grant  them  their  liberty  upon 
parole,  I  will  engage  to  send  two  British  masters  in 
exchange  for  them.     I  am,  &a 
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to  lieutenant-general  howe. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Congrc^  to  propose  an  exchange 
of  five  of  the  Hessian  field-offtcers.  taken  at  Trenton, 
for  Major-Gcncral  Lee ;  or,  if  this  proposal  should 
not  be  acceded  to,  to  demand  his  liberty  upon  parole, 
within  certain  bounds,  as  has  ever  been  granted  to 
your  officers  in  our  custody,  I  am  Informed,  from 
good  authority,  that  your  reason  for  keeping  him 
hitherto  in  stricter  confinement  than  usual  is,  that 
you  do  not  look  upon  him  in  the  light  of  a  common 
prisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  deserter  from  the  British 
service,  as  his  resignation  wns  never  accepted  of  and 
that  you  intend  to  try  him  by  a  court-martial  as  such. 
I  will  not  undertake  to  determine  how  far  this  doo 
trine  may  be  justifiable  among  yourselves,  but  1  must 
give  you  warning,  that  Major^General  Lee  is  looked 
upon  as  an  officer  belonging  to,  and  under  the  pro- 
tection of,  the  United  Independent  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  that  any  violence  which  you  may  commit 
upon  his  life  or  liberty,  will  be  severely  retaliated 
upon  the  lives  or  liberties  of  the  British  officers,  or 
those  of  their  foreign  allies,  at  present  in  our  hands,' 

I  am  sorr>",  that  I  am  again  under  the  necessity  of 

■  Thf  ibove  etiinncai.  in  rvjf«rd  ID  the  ch&nin«r  In  which  the  BiltUb  com- 
mAitdof  \f\A  General  IL»«.  i»  confirmtd  by  hi»comvpond«ii«ewjthlh*  Riinktcr. 
Itc  vroio  to  Lord  GeorBe  Gfrrmaine,  on  ihe  >o(h  o|  Dcct-inbcf :— "  Getienil 
L«c,  being  conuilt^reil  in  Ihir  li^jht  of  fl  flrtifrncr.  if  kq^t  :t  cloie  prisoner :  but  I 
<tc  not  bnng  him  tc  Iriiil,  m  a  Hi^ubE  hs^i  arisen,  whether,  hy  a  publk  mign4< 
tjon  nf  \\A  hxM'pity.  (irlor  io  hit  entry  inio  ih«  rebel  stxtay,  he  \\  ^liU  unentbU 
lo  Uic  ruUttJUy  Uw  ab  ■  docttei  ;  'a\t<ti\  wbkh  |joiiii  I  Mhal)  ivait  fur  infonnvtion. 
nul  U  the  detlhlon  ibcald  he  Tot  irUI  on  thifl  gmiiml    T  brg  To  hiv#  lh«  jii<1g«i' 
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remonstrating  to  you  upon  the  treatment,  which  ojr 
prisoners  continue  to  receive  in  New  York,  ThoBc, 
who  have  lately  been  sent  out,  give  the  most  shock- 
ing account  of  ihdr  barbarous  usage,  which  their  mis* 
erable,  emaciated  countenances  confirm.  Mow  very 
different  was  their  appearance  from  that  of  your  sol- 
diers, who  have  been  lately  returned  to  you,  after  a 
captivity  of  twelvemonths:  and  whether  this  differ- 
ence in  appearance  was  owing  to  a  difference  of 
treatment,  I  leave  it  to  you.  or  any  impartial  person, 
to  determine.  I  would  beg.  that  some  certain  rule  of 
conduct  towards  prisoners  may  be  settled ;  if  you  are 
determined  to  make  captivity  as  distressing  as  possi- 
ble to  those  whose  lot  it  \^  to  fall  into  it,  let  mc  know 
it,  diat  we  may  be  upon  equal  terms,  for  your  con- 
duct must  and  shall  mark  mine 

If  a  real  scarcity  of  the  articles  of  provisions  and 
fuel  at  this  incitement  season,  is  the  cause  that  our 
prisoners  are  debarred  them,  common  humanity  points 

opinion  ir>  lay  bcrorv  the  c^rl.  Deierien  are  excUided  in  vny  Agreement  vith 
Ihe  enemy  for  nch^nff  oi  prirtonoiv'' 

To  lltb  the  milliliter  replied  . — -At  yon  httvv  iljfTibiillic*  ■bcul  brii^i^iig  Ucii- 
«ia1  1>«  tn  trinl  in  Amtrin,  it  U  \\\\  M»]r4ty*f  pttavure,  that  you  «rnd  him  |o 
OtrM  BnUin  by  the  lir.1l  ship  oF  war" 

Sif  Williain  Hou«  wrote  id  amivcr  Id  liiu  orilcr  :— *' Wn:iliiitgtcii  declioct 
W  crichoDgc  the  Hcuitn  firld-officrn.  ULcn  &t  T'ontun.  itr  Liruionail-CQioDcl 
C«*»pticU|  uLilcM  1-cv  ia  rvcuffiiibcd  h«  h  jiriv/ricr  nl  viu,  l^t  \\  Uicrcfurv  il^ 
laio<(1  for  fiiTlhrr  inttmctioii'i,  lvin|>  ■ppr#h«ii«ii^»  Ihaf  Ih*  clot*  ccnlinffnitnt 
o<  tlu  Ho^&itTt  oflicm  would  be  die  conMn^urncv  <s\  icndini;  \.tt  to  Hrilim,  ind 
thai  thivwoiitlrl  occulon  much  <1bconEcni  AinoDg  the  /orc^  xtotA^^'^LttUr , 
JttlySib.  1777- 

Thin  mcamrc  of  cauUon  «u  tpffoved,  and  the  mlniiier  replied  -.—"  HI* 
M«jci<y  cofiftctiJi  tlui  Lcc  (havmit  ^cii  Urufk  oil  the  haJf>p«y  li&<)  hlul], 
thouBh  deiwrnrmj  lh«  irnid^t  rt(mplar>  piuiifljiinrrii.  br  ileempd  »j4  a  prtuwpf  iA 
w&T,  and  nifly  be  excbaiif(ed  ai  oich,  uhcn  you  ntay  think  propcr,"^/W//r, 
Scfrtenber  yX. 
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out  a  mode,  which  is,  of  suffenng  them  to  go  home 
under  parole,  not  to  serve  during  the  war,  or  until  an 
equal  number  are  released  by  us  for  them.  Most  of 
the  prisoners,  who  have  returned  home,  have  informed 
me,  that  they  were  offered  better  treatment,  provided 
they  would  enlist  into  your  service.  This,  I  believe, 
is  unprecedented  ;  and  what,  if  true,  makes  it  still 
more  unnecessary  for  mc  to  apologijcc  for  the  free* 
dom  of  expression,  which  I  have  used  throughout 
this  letter.  But  it  would  be  criminal  in  me  to  be  silent, 
were  such  abuses,  when  made  known  to  me,  left  un- 
represented by  me.'     lam,  with  due  respect.  Sir,  &c. 


TO   pSEI'H    KEEU, 

HotUits  Town,  J  any,  14, 1777. 
DliAR  SiK, 

I  very  much  approve  of  your  visiting  Geol.  Put- 
nam, as  I  cannot  acc't  for  his  remaining  at  Crosswicks 

'  "  Tho  Inhum^Ji  ti«Attncnt  onr  privoncn  ni4l  nlth  while  in  New  Vork  \\  b«* 
yond  all  dncripHoii.  Humanity  cfrnnnt  but  drop  a  Iparntsighl  of  ihr  imwt, 
miserable,  slarrod  «>bj0ct>i  They  are  mere  tfkclel^ni,  unablf  lo  ctrep  or  ip^iik 
in  many  tnptUiiL'cs.  Ont  vebvl  loHt  37  iu  h«r  |»a&*ag«  fiom  York  to  ^f  cdford, 
ajid  7  (lltd  the  night  (Itcy  wi-n:  put  a^^bon  ;  ami  ilicy  Aitr  (lyiiie  all  along  the 
roMilt.  MiAt  »bo  luivc  |;^  Ijuihc  iti  Ilic  iicJj^h1ii>ilii|£  luMtUi  aic'  Inlicn  iwilh  iht- 
vaiaII  pvk,  which  mitlotiUti^dly  wu  (;ivt>ii  thcmby  <lvki^ — aU  thii  does  doI  seem 
to  diKOumnc  the:  few  Mtrvirin);  onej..  They  pray  that  Goil  wciuM  onlyci^e 
thcifi  hcaltli  and  sircngth  igain,  and  they  at«  tleicrmiocil  lo  have  iwevi 
revenge/'— 1>/-  Jithn  Chester  toCoL  Samti^i  It.  Webb,  17  Jviuaty.  1777, 

*'  Clomj)IfLini&  of  ihc  nu^  of  ihc  priioncrt  both  In  the  tnntl  nnd  tea  service 
hmvc  been  ilic  ™bjcct  of  many  of  my  lcUcr»  la  LorJ  jin^l  Central  1 1  owe.  but 
4II  \\\f.  talUfticiion  or  answer  Ihni  T  cnuld  evtr  obmm  wni  that  l!ie  leiictft*  wetc 
l^raundlc^ft.  However  upon  ihc  aulhori;y  of  Capi,  G[tiTil>lc%  relation,  and  the 
inlseTftble,  anadntcd  coutitcnmiccs  of  thcic  poor  crcatutci  ivho  have  Uiely  been 
TclcDicd,  I  ihall  Ukc  the  liberty  of  rcmonslraiing  sharply  to  hi>  Lnndship  and 
the  Gcncjoi,  anJ  let  tbcoi  knovr  in  very  plain  termji,  Ibat  if  their  rule  oi  con- 
dael  lovards  <nir  priton^ti  U  not  altered,  ve  khnll  be  obti^ed,  howerer  dla^ 
eretittble  it  may  be.  to  nuke  raLaiiatiort. " —  Iftf/jMn/im  t9  Cffmmitttt^/  On^fnctv, 
IJ  Janu»Ty,  1777. 
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instead  of  removing  to  Princeton^  as  I  have  desired 
in  several  of  my  Letters, 

I  would  have  him  keep  nothing  at  Princeton  (ex- 
cept two  or  three  days'  provisions)  but  what  can  ho 
moved  off  at  an  hour's  warning — in  that  case  if  good 
Scouting  Parties  are  kept  constantly  oiit,  no  possible 
damage  can  happen  to  the  Troops,  under  his  Com- 
mand ;  who  are  to  retreat,  In  case  th(:y  are  compelled 
to  leave  Princeton,  towards  the  mountains,  so  as  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  aniiy  under  my  immediate 
Command,  This  will  serve  as  a  direction  to  him  in 
removing  the  stores  if  any  yet  remain  at  Princeton- 

I  would  h^vc  no  time  lost  in  drawing  the  Flour 
from  the  Mills  on  Millstone,  least  the  Enemyshould 
attempt  &  avail  themselves  of  it. — 1  would  also  have 
Genl.  Putnam  draw  his  T'orage  as  much  as  possible 
from  the  Vicinity  of  Brunswick,  that  the  Enemy  may 
thereby  be  distressed.  The  inhabitants  of  that  dis- 
trict should  be  compcllctl  to  bring  it  in, — 

The  two  Companies  under  Command  of  Ccl.  Dur* 
kee,  aided  by  the  militia  in  that  Quarter  should  be 
constantly  harassing  the  Enemy  about  Bound  Brook 
andthe  Westroadsideof  Rnm!iwick  (Rariton  I  mean) 
^I  have  directed  Genl  Sullivan  to  do  the  like  on 
the  quarter  ne?Lt  him* 

Particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  Surgeon 
sent  by  Lord  Comwallis  (by  my  consent)  to  take 
charge  of  their  wounded  at  Princeton,  He  will  more 
than  probably,  convey  a  true  account  of  your  num 
bers  (which  ought  to  be  a  good  deal  magnified)  at 
Princeton  ;  and  give  other  useful  knowledge  of  your 
situatior,     U  therefore,  the  wounded  are  in  a  condi- 
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tton  to  remove,  would  it  not  be  best  to  send  them  to 
Brunswick  with  the  Surgeon  ?  If  any  of  them  or 
their  attendants,  have  been  considered,  ajid  properly 
were  Prisoners  to  us,  for  an  equal  number  to  be  de- 
manded in  lieiL 

I  have  inclosed  GcnL  Howe  a  copy  of  Mr.  Yates's 
declaration,  and  have  remonfttrated  sharply  on  the 
treatment  of  our  Prisoners, — What  have  you  done 
with  the  Negro  you  apprehended?  The  waggon 
with  the  ammunition  and  match-coaUi,  1  am  obliged 
to  you  for  taking  care  of.  It  is  not  yet  arrived. — In 
what  manner  did  Col.  Quick's  militia  leave  the  Ran* 
gers  ? — In  the  field  ? — run  away  ?  If  «o.  they  ought 
to  be  punished,  or  sham'd, 

1  recollect  of  my  approving  of  Windway  laying  off 
ilie  Roads  between  Brunswick  and  Amboy, — I  must 
beg  the  favor  of  Colo,  Cox,  in  your  absence,  to  con- 
tinue thp  pur«;uit  after  Intelligence. — Would  it  not  be 
well  for  the  Militia  under  Colo,  Malcom  to  unite 
with  the  Rangers  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  con- 
stant scouts  to  annoy  and  harass  the  Enemy  in  man- 
ner before  mentioned? — I  ask  for  information,  as  I 
would  not  suffer  a  man  to  stir  beyond  their  Lines, 
nor  suffer  them  to  have  the  least  Intercourse  with  the 
Country.     I  am.  Dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO  JOSEPH    REED. 

MOMLIS  Towi«,  Jan:  istli  ifTT- 

Deah  Sik, 

The  enclosed  was  intended  to  have  gone  by  the 
Express  who  brought  mc  your  last  Letter, — He  came 
in  the  Evening  of  the  i3lh,  was  desired  to  call  early 
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next  morningp  and  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  htm 
since 

Many  days  ago  I  wrote  to  Genl.  Putnam  supposing 
him  to  be  at  Princeton  to  have  the  stores  rescued 
from  the  hands  of  the  Mih'tia  who  had  borne  them 
off,  and  had  no  doubt  but  he  had  done  it — What  in 
the  name  of  Heaven  can  he  be  doing  at  Crosswicks  I 
know  not,  after  niy  repeated  wishes  to  hear  of  him  at 
Princeton,  Surely  he  is  there  by  this  time* — In  that 
case  desire  him  from  mc,  to  use  everj' possible  means 
to  recover  the  stores  and  bring  the  authors  to  punish- 
ment; especially  Colo.  Chambers  to  whom  I  have 
written  on  this  subject. 

I  will  speak  to  the  Quarter  Master  Genl  for  a 
person  to  be  sent  on  this  business  but  apprehend 
from  what  I  heard  him  say  yesterday,  that  he  has 
nobody  to  spare  not  being  able  to  carry  on  his 
businefis  here  for  want  of  Biddle  and  MiOlin  who  are 
both  absent  [and]  sick. 

If  the  Militia  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  restrain 
the  Foraging  parties  and  to  annoy  and  harass  the 
Enemy  in  their  excursions,  and  upon  a  march  they 
will  be  of  very  little  use  to  us^  as  I  am  sure  they  can 
never  be  brought  fairly  up  to  an  attack  in  any  serious 
matter 

When  you  see  GenL  Mercer,  be  so  good  as  to 
present  my  best  wishes  to  him — and  congratulations 
(if  the  state  of  his  health  will  admit  of  it)  on  his 
recoverj'  from  death.  You  may  assure  him  that 
nothing  but  the  confident  assertion  to  mc  that  he 
was  cither  dead — or  within  a  few  minutc^i  of  dying, 
and  that  he  was  put  into  as  good  a  place  as  I  could 
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remove  him  to.  prevented  my  seeing  Itim  after  the 
action  and  pursuit  at  Princeton. 

My  Compliments  also  if  you  please  to  Colo.  Cox, 
from  whom  I  shall  expect  a  continuation  of  such  In- 
telligence as  occurs  &  he  is  able  to  procure.  Yours,  &c 

P,  S.  The  letter  to  Colo.  Chambers  you  will  have 
sent— it  is  open  for  your  perusal/ 


TO   GENERAL   HEATH. 

Hkadquajlttxh.  Mokkistowk,  17  Jaa,,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Captain  Bell,  of  Philadelphia,  a  ver>'  intelligent 
and  credible  person,  made  his  e<icape  from  New 
York  about  ten  days  ago.  He  informs  me  that  there 
were  no  troops  upon  Long  Island  but  Delancey's 
brigade,  and  not  more  than  one  tliousand  men  upon 
York  Island,  all  the  rest  having  joined  the  army  now 
in  Jersey  ;  and  that  transports  were  gone  up  the 
Sound  to  bring  hack  the  troops  from  Rhode  Island, 
in  order  to  make  a  junction  of  their  whole  army,  to 
endeavor  to  give  us  a  total  defeat     This  1  think  by 

<  "NotwithsUndiosrepcAUd  Orders  for  til  Hones.  Plandcr,  ftic.  oUonk  froiD 
ibc  Enemy  to  be  delivered  to  the  Quarler-Mulcr-Gcneral,  vho  wu  dJrecUd  to 
otcompi  with  Lhe  SoltlicTy  for  ihcm  :  The  Gcnenl  nndcritAnJK,  ihut  some  iodi- 
Tidiuls  arc  »  tcBl  t9  obedience  ju  to  hold  up  and  Conceal,  from  ihv  re^t  ol  Ihv 
Ajmj  ici^ral  viluabtc  IIoikiv  '^i  cticic  mrik  priTAiQ  amoluincnE,  t«kcfi  m  th< 
action  of  thv  3rd  iokadI  mx  PHneeloii,  and  on  Ibe  march  ftnm  ch^tin*  -  11^ 
lfacrefr>re  rtricUr  oidenail  »uch  pcnoni,  tobriae  in  any  Hoi^e*,  or  otiMr  |i1qd* 
dec  tUcy  may  hare  tn  their  poisouioQ  ood  deliver  it  1r>  Ihe  QnutcrJtfulCf* 
General  for  llic  gocd  of  the  whole,  as  thcf  nuy  depend  uo  cxAmple^  being 
made  <if  iliuc,  *ho  jirmume  a  contrajy  Con^uc:i,  so  prtijtidkbil  \<>  ilic  i*rricc/* 
^Owdtrfy  B»tk,  IJ  January,  1777. 


<777J 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


W5 


DO  means  improbable.  Now,  if  you  could  get  any 
certain  information  of  their  strength  within  the 
Island  (which  I  think  may  be  done  by  sending  in 
persons  v;ho  have  taken  protections),  and  should  not 
find  it  to  exceed  what  Captain  Bcil  reports,  a  stroke 
might  be  struck  before  they  are  reinforced  from 
Rhode  Island,  that  would  ruin  them. 

This  is  a  matter  of  such  consequence,  that  I  would 
have  you  spare  neidier  pains  nor  expense  to  gain 
intelligence.  We  have  heard  that  they  were  building 
sleds  in  New  York,  which  1  suppose  are  for  drawing 
w*ood  this  winter  ;  but  it  would  be  well  (or  your  Spies 
to  learn  what  use  they  are  really  intended  for. 

I  have  directed  Generals  Spencer  and  Arnold  to 
follow  the  enemy  if  they  leave  Rhode  Island  and 
fall  down  the  Sound  again,     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.' 


TO   UAJOR-OENRRAL    SCHUVfJtR. 

.HKAT>jQuAftrVM,  MORiitTOiiirN.  lA  January.  1777* 

CAR  Sir, 

It  IS  some  time  since  1  had  the  pleasure  of  writing 
to,  or  receiving  a  letter  from  you.  The  weight  of 
business,  which  has  lain  upon  both  our  hands,  has,  I 
dare  say,  hindered  us  from  writing  letters,  but  when 
absolutely  necessary.  The  enemy,  by  two  lucky 
strokes  at  Trenton  and  Princeton,  have  been  obliged 
to  abandon  every  part  of  Jersey  except  Brunswic  and 

■  "  Tht  eiwmy  from  trerr  ucowDt  mean  \f>  mal^e  Bninnrjc  th(tr  adTUccd 
poM  for  lliw  wiatar.  Thcj  irc  Qmlcitoring  lo  dnw  Ju  4II  thv  fongc  they  <ati 
ftl.  in  IW  ceiw^f  of  vhirh  tbcy  haw  'tnily  dttrtnUhci  wUIi  vor  adTinced 
putto;  bat  I  lUnk  do  wfani  Ihpy  iviEf,  they  muti  be  duittBfd  inaUy  before 
the  wiatct  b  OTCf."—  iVajAingi4m  t»  tM  /'rrtid/nff/Congrfti,  i?  Jjuuuy.  1777. 
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Amboy.  and  the  small  tract  of  country  bctw«n  them, 
which  is  so  entirely  exhausted  of  supplies  of  cvcrj'  kind, 
that  I  hope,  by  preveriting  them  from  sending  their 
foraging  parties  to  any  great  distance,  to  reduce  them 
to  the  utmost  distress,  in  the  course  of  this  winter 

Colonel  Dayton  arrived  from  the  northward  a  few 
days  ago.  He  informs  me,  that  the  time  of  most  of 
his  regiment  expires  In  February,  but  that  they  arc 
extremely  anxious  to  get  down  to  this  part  of  the 
country,  where  many  of  ihem  have  families  and  con- 
nexions, who  they  suppose  must  have  suffered  many 
hardt^hips,  as  the  enemy  were  for  some  time  in  pos- 
session of  the  country,  and  committed  ever^'  kind  of 
depredation  upon  the  inhabitcints.  1  le  thinks,  if  they 
were  brought  down  here,  before  they  are  discharged^ 
that  most  of  them  might  be  induced  to  enlist  for  the 
war,  which  would  be  a  thing  to  be  wished  for,  as  I 
am  told  they  arc  a  fine  body  of  men,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  countr)%  which  will  In  al!  proba- 
bility be  the  scene  of  action  next  campaign.  I  would 
not  give  Colonel  Dayton  any  kind  of  promise  to 
withdraw  the  regiment  from  Ticonderoga  one  day 
before  their  time  expires,  without  consulting  you,  and 
I  do  it  now,  only  forthe  reasons  before  mentioned,^ 

'  Coioa«L  Dirlon  coiiunAni^cil  a  New  Jttiicy  rce^menl.  with  whJeb  he  htd 
been  tttllonecl  ilurln|  Ibc  >«ar  prcccJliif  nn  the  vcttcrty  (n>niien  of  New 
York,  particuliirly  al  I'ort  SUrtwu,  or  Fori  Schiiylcr  a*  ■<  "»5  culled  ftficr  it 
WM  oaiipird  by  f'olfmerl  ItoyVAfi-  PCc*r  (be  t«td  of  tht  v**-*'  the  rrgimenl  wiv 
Dtd*r«d  l<i  Ticmidcroc^t,  where  it  >i4h  ai  this  limt!  ifUltoncd  under  ljfUtcniLT4< 
Colonel  Bv1jer>  The  i<civicg  had  bmnc  hc«vUy  upon  ihc  troofih.  Lnd  l]>cy 
vrere  ImpatLcnt  to  rclum  home.  Thii  wilt  appear  by  a  IcUcr  from  Litulenanl- 
ColoDcl  Bnjbcj  toCokmcl  Unytou,  clAtcd  «t  Mouni  InUcpcndenfc.  a|^«Ut  Iq 
Tlecndcng*.  '*  Wc  huve  nov  retiched,"  he  obi«rv«,  '*  (be  I9th  «f  F«'l>miU7, 
but  hav*  mide  no  Advances  lovirdi  New  Jcncy.     Wh*i  h  y<t  worse,  th^pe  i* 


1777] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


177 


I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  upon  the  subject 
of  garrisoning  the  forts  upon  the  Lakes,  against  the 
next  campaign,  both  as  to  the  number  of  men  and 
the  time  that  they  ought  to  be  there.  1  should  think, 
that  the  levies  from  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire  had  better  be  ordered  there,  as  it  is  more  con* 
venieni  for  them  than  the  troops  of  any  other  State 
to  march  to  that  quarter.  I  wish  to  be  informed  of 
the  number  and  state  of  the  public  arms  to  the  north- 
ward, as  1  suppose  many  of  the  disbanded  troops  left 
theirs  behind  them. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  regard,  &c. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  HEATH. 

MoRKLiTTOWs,  11)  JuiuAry,  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

By  this  time  you  must  have  discovered  what  effect 
your  movement  towards  New  York  has  occasioned. 
If  the  city,  on  the  one  hand,  is  not  left  so  destitute 

nat  ihe  l«a«i  prohput  of  mirdvpirtnir?,  notwithattniting  oitr  toldiciv^  Um«  are 
•xpirioB  in  <hick  «nccn»on.  Thi-  vant  I  tong  dr«4ded  liii  c^mt.  w1i<rn  Ifio 
vitlttt  of  OUT  Tn^ti  Ik  in'cd  in  lucfa  <lclicatr  nrcumhtancra,  [bty  being  dcutncil 
fla  thb  i^unij  ifltr  Ihrir  tlmcft  tfc  ont,  Ihdr  ulivc  proriDot  and  friends  suf- 
fertB(  by  the  dcprcrUtSotu  ol  the  crterny>  «ml  a  moil  poiMnui;)!  cumplc  Ml 
ikcin  bcrc  L)r  tC]Ciiuc»E»  <tuitli»|^  llic  |;riiurul  iiiitncdJAlcfj' on  U;c  c^i^imiimi  nf 
tllc^  frnJitlnivnlV-  \%yv\  Tiiey  nn*  '^ui*!.  haX  I  ftfar  I  tlult  hatit  iriiich  Irntihlv 
ivJih  Uicm  boforo  wc  »rt  xtXitvtt^  \  hivo  •rritl«fi  loGcneral  Schuyler.  ti:cijnl- 
tfig  UxyourdircciionKpftmi  received  hU  ansuvr  rcqucitinj^  myexcrtionv  lo  detain 
the  izien  QOlO  lroop»  cm  irrivc  nifficicai  to  girn^on  thU  pcftl.  Wc  h4vc  now 
iticr  duU  ptt»p«ci  of  Ungctlng  que  perhipi  cwct  months  looser  in  Ihc  dJMigrtc- 
liblv  itBlv  of  a  >«|Urauon  of  soul  and  bfidy  ;  for  you  must  ccrtunly  tuppoac  our 
hMm  *teir  New  Jersey,  ihou^h our  hoAit^  art  on  Mourn  Independence.  The 
men  xYCtak  very  hvd  nf  iheir  fate ;  ihey  repeat  yuur  piomise^ ;  they  meblion 
iJls  drcuniBlanceft  oF  their  Stale,  friendii  and  pruperCy  ;  ugumcnU  which  laiuv 
ni«  adifficiilty  to  Answer." 
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of  troops,  as  to  afford  you  an  easy  conquest  of  it,  nor 
so  strengthened,  as  to  leave  the  enemy  weak  in  this 
State,  the  und  of  your  expedition  is  not  answered, 
and  the  junction  of  your  troops  with  these  under  my 
command,  after  leaving  suf^cient  guards  at  the  forts 
and  passes  of  the  Highlands,  becomes  indispensably 
necessary-  I  have  therefore  to  desire,  that  you  will 
be  preparing  boats  at  some  convenient  place  for 
crossing  the  North  River,  in  order  that  no  time  may 
be  lost,  if  it  should  become,  as  1  believe  it  shortly 
will,  absolutely  necessary  for  a  junction  of  t]ie  forces. 
I  cannot  in  this  place  asagn  you  my  reasons  for  this 
opinion,  but  I  desire,  if  your  prospects  are  not  such 
as  I  hoped  for  on  that  side,  that  you  will  prepare  for 
a  remove,  and  pay  strict  and  diligent  obedience  to 
the  order  when  you  receive  it,  as  much  may  depend 
on  despatch-  In  the  mean  while,  continue  to  pro- 
cure and  give  me  every  possible  information  of  the 
enemy's  strength  and  situation.     I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c.' 

'  Thii  expcdirton  under  General  Heath  lowaith  New  Vork  was  unsoccesfnL 
The  troopB,  who  ni:rv  wbc^Uj  inillti*,  m&rrhcd  In  ilir^  diviuoiu*  One,  oom* 
man(3«d  by  Gourrfll  l,iiic<^lB,  firw^^^^fl  <lown  i^e  roaij  hy  ihc  N<^t1>i  River  1 
Gcnml  Scull  in  thr  center  :ii^van»d  Iry  Ihe  vay  of  Whito  Ptain^  :  atirl  Gen- 
cralv  WoodCer  ahiJ  t^artuns  from  New  KochvUe  and  E^aat  Chester.  On  the  i5(h, 
jiai  heforc  ^nnri^c,  che  three  divihJon^  reached  ihc  encmy'a  outposts,  in  ihc 
nci|^hbu(hood  ul  K(n|£hbnd^c,  ncdtly  at  Ihc  himc  limv.  There  wni  Uiirixiinh- 
\x\%.  acid  «  few  pnMUBcrk  were  lake;)  liom  the  cbcuijr  al  Vntcnttnc'v  HilL  Thii 
utiall  Adventure  wm  nin^niticd  inio  a  unit  vicLcry  liy  the  reporta  that  want 
abri:iad,  and  when  the  iilate  of  facl**  became  tsnown,  Ihe  f caciion  on  Ihe  fjubllc 
mind  cnubed  the  cntefjiriic  to  be  regarded  tfilh  bomc  dej^c  of  ridicule-  ll  Is 
true,  ihal  the  result  tcenied  tntitrnihcanl  when  compared  with  v>  lormidAblc  on  i 
array  of  tfene(4b  a.uJ  troujik  ;  tiiiU  It  i*  aCtoiJuc,  Uiat  Gcncial  Heath  »uitiiui>ne^] 
Fori  liiH^pdiclpTicc  lo  nxrrendcr  i^i  a.  more  laf ly  and  |>tTpnipIi>Ty  lone  than  wd& 
rx|>edient.  unles  he  W4k  prepared  in  execute  hlb  Ihredt  wtth  An  overwhelming 
force.  Hia  tummom  wudo&cd  idlh  Ihe  follcrwing  wordi.  *'  Tweiitj  ininatei 
only  (jui  be  aJlowcd  lor  ttii-  gnniwn  lo  pte  their  anr^vver ;  and  ibould  k  he  in 
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TO   THE  COUKCIL   OF   SAFETV    OF   PENNSYLVANIA. 

lltAfUJCARTUB,  MORRlffTOWV,  19  JuiUAry,  1777- 

Gentlemen, 

The  readiness,  which  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania 
hrtve  shown  by  engaging  in  the  ser\'ice  of  their  coun- 
try, at  an  inclement  season  of  the  year,  when  my 
army  was  reduced  to  an  handful  of  men,  and  our 
aflairs  in  the  most  critical  situation,  does  great  honor 
to  them  and  to  your  State.  But,  although  they  have 
contributed  greitly  to  the  success,  which  has  lately 
attende<l  our  arms,  I  must  inform  you,  that  with  pain 
I  hear  they  have  <letcm\incd  to  return  home.  Most 
of  the  city  militia  have  detennined  to  stay  some  days 
longer ;  they  must  then  be  discharged,  as  !  am  well 
informed  they  are  generally  in  want  of  almost  every 
necessar>'.  I  must  depend  chiefly  this  winter  on  the 
mtlitia,  to  enable  me  to  act  offensively,  or  even  to 
make  a  stand  ;  and  therefore  sincerely  wish  they 
could  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  serve,  till  they 
could  have  been  relieved  by  the  troops  now  raising 
by  the  Continent. 

There  now  is  the  fairest  opportunity  of  totally  de- 
stroying the  British  army,  or  at  least  of  delaying 
their  operations  in  the  spring,  till  wc  may  be  prepared 
to  oppose  them  by  regular  forces.  As  it  is  a  mailer 
of  the  highest  importance,  that  your  militia  should  be 

iIm  ocgAllvc,  Ulcjr  musl  abide  tlic  ctniMiittence***'  The  ganbou  iciiupetl  no 
■niv«r.  inrl  no  (i>nwijupnc«t  foDavefl.  The  ton  wu  not  attacked,  and  Gen- 
«nl  Heath  rrlrc*red  after  maJQUinitte  fais  pcoidao  for  ten  daTwety  i%^^  lh« 
fDraa/s  wofkh.  Tte  otpnliibn  was  vtll  tonduclcd  on  icvcnl  accounts,  bui 
tn  re4p«cl  lo  H<  mrm  r>b)ecl  it  uai4  M^nal  failure.  Tht  pirliculan  tnaj  he 
fuuiiil  tb  Gciicri]  tlmli'^  ^ftNoiri,  jip.  m^iij. 
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put  on  siich  A  footing,  as  will  fully  answer  the  exi- 
gency of  our  aHalrs  at  this  time.  I  do  most  earnestly 
recommend,  that  such  spirited  and  effectual  measures 
be  adopted  as  will  soonest  accomplish  this  great  and 
necessary  work.  As  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  at 
present,  ihat  the  principal  object  of  the  enemy  is  to 
get  possession  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  that  every  person  able  to  bear  arms, 
except  such  as  are  conscientiously  scrupulous  against 
it  in  every  case,  should  give  their  personal  service, 
and»  whenever  a  part  of  the  militia  is  required  only, 
cither  to  join  the  army,  or  find  a  man  in  their  place. 
In  order  to  effect  this,  I  beg  you  will  order  the  whole 
militia  of  your  State  to  be  enrolled  and  completely 
equipped,  tlial  one  half  at  least  may  proceed  lo  join 
the  army  with  all  possible  expedition :  those»  who 
have  done  their  tour  of  duty  already,  to  be  excused  ; 
but  those,  that  have  not,  should  be  obliged  to  come 
forth,  or  hire  a  proper  person  in  their  place,  and  to 
remain  till  the  ist  of  April,  unless  fiooncr  discharged 
by  the  Commander-in-chief.  You  may  be  assured, 
that  nothing  but  the  united  efforts  of  every  State  in 
America  can  save  us  from  disgrace  and  too  probably 
from  ruin.  The  army  is  much  reduced  since  we  left 
Trenton  ;  and  the  many  that  will  be  discharged  in  a 
few  days  will  so  weaken  our  force,  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  oppose  the  enemy  with  success,  should 
they  advance  towards  us ;  or  do  any  essential  service, 
if  they  should  move  towards  Philadelphia-  As  I 
cannot  expect  our  situation  can  long  be  a  secret  to 
the  enemy,   there  is  no  doubt,  but  they  will  avail 


themselves  of  !t,  and  take  advantage  of  our  weakness* 
When  any  of  your  miltCia  are  coming  forward,  I  beg 
you  will  inform  them,  that  the  time,  for  which  they 
eng^age  to  serve,  is  to  begin  when  they  join  the 
army.  The  want  of  a  regular,  wcll-cstahlished  gov- 
ernment in  your  State  has  greatly  obstructed  the 
public  service.  I  therefore  recommend,  that  some 
authority  be  immediately  exerted  to  draw  forth  your 
whole  strcngtli.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONttRHSS, 


Sir. 

The  fluctuating  stale  of  an  army  composed  chiefly 
of  militia  bids  fair  to  reduce  us  to  a  situation,  in 
which  we  were  some  little  time  ago;  that  is,  of  scarce 
having  anyarmyat  all  except  reinforcements  speedily 
arrive.  One  of  the  battalions  from  the  city  of  PhiSa- 
ddphia  goes  home  to-day,  and  the  other  two  only 
remain  a  few  days  longer  by  courtesy  The  time  for 
which  a  county  brigade  under  General  Mifflin  came 
out  is  expired  and  they  slay  from  day  to  day  by  dint 
of  solicitation,  their  numbers  much  reduced  by  deser- 
tions. We  have  about  eight  hundred  of  the  eastern 
Continental  troops  remaining,  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
hundred  who  at  first  agreed  to  stay ;  part  engaged  to 
the  last  of  this  month,  and  part  to  the  middle  of 
next  The  five  Virginia  regiments  are  reduced  to  a 
handful  of  men,  as  are  Colonel  Hand's,  Smallwood's, 
and  the  German  battalion.     A  few  days  a^o  General 
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Warner  arrived  with  about  st^cn  hundred  Massachu- 
setts militia  engaged  to  the  15th  of  March. 

Thus  you  have  a  sketch  of  our  present  army,  with 
which  we  are  obliged  10  keep  up  appearances  beforej 
an  enemy  already  double  in  numbers,  and  who  from - 
every  account  are  withdrawing  their  troops  from 
Rhode  Island,  to  form  a  junction  of  their  whole 
army,  and  make  another  attempt  cither  to  break  up 
ours,  or  penetrate  towards  Philadelphia;  a  thing  by 
no  means  difficult  now,  as  the  ice  affords  an  easy  pas- 
sage over  the  Delaware-  I  do  not  yet  know  what 
effect  General  Heath's  moving  down  towards  New 
York  will  have.  Yesterday  morning  a  considerahl* 
firing  was  heard,  which  seemed  to  be  about  Kinc 
bridge.  I  am  In  hopes,  that  his  apiJearaiue  in  that 
quarter  with  a  pretty  large  force  will  oblige  them  to 
withdraw  part  of  theirs  from  Jersey,  to  secure  the 
city  of  New  York,  which,  by  late  accounts,  is  weakly 
garrisoned.  General  Heaih  has  all  the  eastern  and 
New  York  militia  with  him,  except  the  small  brigade 
under  General  Warner,  that  I  mentioned  before,  one 
regiment  of  Connecticut,  stopped  at  Providence  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  a  number,  how  many  I  do  not 
know,  requested  by  General  Schuyler  to  be  sent  to 
Ticonderoga,  If  it  should  appear,  that  they  are  re- 
gardless of  the  diversion  made  by  General  Heath, 
and  persist  in  Uieir  plan  of  drawing  their  whole  army 
together  in  Jersey,  I  must  order  him  over  with  nil  his 
troops,  except  as  many  as  are  necessary  to  garrison 
the  forts  and  guard  the  passes  in  the  Highlands. 

I  have  ordered  away  everj'  officer,  that  could  be 
spared,  some  to  recruit,  and  some  to  collect  the  scat- 


» 


terfrri  men  of  the  different  rpgimonls,  who  are  dis- 
persed almost  over  the  continent;  (or,  of  the  vast 
numbers  sent  to  the  hospitals  al  different  times,  few 
ever  returned  after  they  got  well.  As  militia  must 
be  our  dependence  till  we  can  get  the  new  army 
raised  and  properly  arranged.  I  must  entreat  you  to 
continue  your  endeavors  with  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Virginia  to  turn  out  every 
man  tliey  possibly  can,  and  for  some  time  longer 
than  they  have  generally  stipulated  for,  If  they 
agree  for  a  month  or  any  limited  time,  it  should 
commence  from  the  time  they  actually  join  the 
army,  and  not  from  the  timt?  they  leave  their  homes : 
otherwise  the  marching  backwards  and  forwards 
cunbuines  llie  term  u(  engagenienl*  I  think  tliese 
demands  of  aid  should  be  made  as  quietly  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  especially  at  this  time 
when  we  are  deceiving  our  enemies  with  false  opin- 
ions of  our  numbers  ;  for.  to  boast  of  our  superiority 
in  that  respect  on  one  hand,  and  to  call  publicly  on  die 
people  for  assistance  on  the  other,  is  an  impropriety 
too  glaring;  indeed,  it  has  been  already  noticed  in 
some  publications  that  1  have  seen  from  New  York- 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO    GOVERNOR  COOKE. 

MORMlVTow?*,  10  jAniufr,  J777. 


Sir, 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear,  that  your  State 
have  ordered  several  battalions  to  be  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  State  only,   and  this  before  proper 
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measures  are  taken  to  fill  the  Continental  regiments. 
You  carnot  be  insensibir?  how  unequal  any  one 
State  is,  unconnected  with  the  others,  to  defend 
itself,  if  ilic  enemy  makes  a  descent  against  it  with 
any  considerable  part  of  their  force.  Neither  have 
you  the  least  reason  to  tiiink.  you  \vouId  derive  lcss-4 
protection  from  the  troops,  if  they  were  raised  upon 
the  Continent's  account,  than  on  that  of  the  State- 
If  each  State  was  to  prepare  for  its  own  defence, 
independent  of  each  utlier,  lUey  would  all  be  soon 
conquered,  one  by  one.  Our  success  must  de* 
pend  upon  a  firm  union  and  n  strict  adherence  to 
the  general  plan.  Other  measures  may  produce  a 
partial  relief,  but  never  can  remove  the  principal 
evil. 

You  must  be  sensible,  tlie  season  is  fast  approach* 
ing.  when  a  new  campaign  will  open  ;  nay,  the  former 
is  not  yet  closed,  neither  do  I  intend  it  shall  be,  un* 
less  the  enemy  quits  the  Jerseys,  It  is  of  the  last 
importance  to  the  irterest  of  America,  that  the  new 
regiments  be  speedily  levied.  It  would  give  mc  an 
opportunity  in  the  fore  part  of  the  campaign,  before  the 
enemy  can  collect  their  force,  or  receive  any  rein- 
forcement from  home,  to  give  them  a  fatal  stab.  Such 
a  blow  in  the  fore  part  of  the  season  might  terminate 
the  campaign  to  great  advantage.  I  am  sura  the 
necessity  of  having  the  Continental  regiments  im- 
mediately completed  are  loo  obvious  to  need  any 
further  arguments,  i  hope  the  powers  of  government 
are  such,  as  to  complete  the  new  levies  by  draft,  if 
they  cannot  be  filled  seasonably  by  voluntary  enlist* 
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nii;nti>.  Necessity  obliges  me  to  call  upon  you,  as  I 
shall  upon  every  other  State,  in  the  most  pressing 
terms,  to  complete,  without  delay,  your  proportion  of 
the  eighty-eight  battalions,  I  am  confident,  the  rais- 
ing the  two  regiments  at  the  expense  of  the  Stale, 
before  the  Continental  regiments  are  complete,  can 
answer  no  valuable  purpose.  If  the  enemy  make  a 
descent  upon  Rhode  Island  with  any  considerable 
force,  the  opposition  of  iwo  regiments  will  be  incon- 
siderable. If  the}'  only  infest  the  coast  with  their  ships, 
the  militia  would  answer  a  much  better  purpose,  and 
at  a  far  less  expense.  I  must  confess,  I  am  ignorant 
of  the  reasons,  that  induced  the  Assembly  to  adopt 
the  measure  ;  neither  can  I  conceive  of  the  use  and 
policy  of  the  scheme,  1  wish  it  may  not  be  productive 
of  more  injury  than  benefit,  by  introducing  innova- 
tions and  changes,  that  must  retard  the  filling  the 
Continental  rsgimrntH,  and,  conseqiiently,  prejudire 
the  general  interest,  which  every  State  must  have  an 
eye  to ;  and  the  obligation  on  you  is  stronger  than  on 
any  one  else,  being  the  most  exposed  and  the  least 
capable  of  making  a  separate  defence. 

Our  affairs  here  are  in  a  verj'  prosperous  train. 
Within  a  month  past,  rn  several  engagements  with 
the  enemy,  we  have  killed,  wounded,  and  taken 
prisoners  between  two  and  three  thousand  men.  I 
am  very  confident,  the  enemy's  loss  here  will  oblige 
them  to  recall  their  force  from  your  State.  If  I  am 
properly  supported,  I  hope  to  close  the  campaign 
gloriously  for  America.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &a 
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to  ijeutenant-c.exkral  howe. 

Sir. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  propose  the  establishment  of 
an  officer  to  reside  in  New  York,  under  parole  to 
transmit  no  intelligence  but  what  belongs  to  his  office ; 
whose  business  it  shall  be,  to  provide  necessaries  for 
such  prisoners  as  fall  into  your  hands.  Perhaps  the 
establishment  of  such  an  officer,  with  proper  credits, 
may  piii  a  stop  to  the  many  cumplaints,  which  I  am 
daily  under  the  necessity  of  hearing;  some  probably, 
without  foundation,  and  others  arising  from  the  want 
of  many  things,  which  you  are  not  obliged  to  furnish 
the  prisoners.  The  gentleman,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
recommend  as  a  proper  agent,  is  Mr.  Lewis  Pintard, 
the  bearer,  a  person  well  known  in  New  York,  and  of 
long-established  reputation  as  a  considerable  mer* 
chant.'  The  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  have 
desired  liberty,  wh«rn  the  weather  perniits,  of  sending 
a  vessel,  under  a  flag,  with  a  supply  of  meat  and 
tlour  for  our  prisoners  In  New  York.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  be  favored  with  your  answer,  and  am.  with  due 
respect.  Sir,  &c.' 

'  Thit  pToiMHilioD  was  marlp  confomubljr  I0  d  nunlvp  eA  Congrw^  fa]r  whidi 
General  Wa!»htii|[ton  wfts  likcwiK;  cniiHjwortcl  to  ftpi>Cfini  ih«  acutl- 

*  "  GcnonJ  Putnam  comjiiuniuktcd  to  mc  Iaj^i  nlj-lii  the  dl^lgrecftble  accoutr. 
tliAt  Li«^ilen«nt -Colonel  Prcftton'h  ptrcy  of  milflia  from  Cumbedftnd  counijr  In 
ifais  StnTc  liju  desencrl  him.  ThU  practke  In  the  inilllla  %sa  gcncmily  prcvaUt, 
Ihni  unlcfiK  unnc  clFcclunl  check  can  be  kpcvdUy  Applied.  1  a(ipr«licnd  ihc  mtut 
fuliil  rontrijuriii^tv  The  mi'.chlef  1*  nol  confined  (o  the  deiertion  A^cme. 
I'hr^  Wzsy  till  they  arc  prujjcrly  equipped  to  render  eBcnticU  tenice.  and  by 
that  Tnc»ni  plunder  the  public  of  the  neceuttnes,  th»l  vcre  At  6m  otherwise 
iBtenderi,  and  would  be  bcuer  «pplied.  ^ow  ]  recommend  to  j-ou,  th»t  70U 
viktl  imn»;diilelw  inlo  hcnrico.  bjr  *uch  ^rays  a^  ytrn  thinh  h»cBl,  nl  Uail  one  third 


»777] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


187 


TO  JOHN    TARKE   CUSTIS, 

MoRiLU  Toiartf,  Januuy  33,  1777, 

Deak  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  seventh  came  to  my  hands  a  few 
days  ago.  and  brought  with  it  the  pleasing  reflection 
of  your  still  holding  me  in  remembrance. 

The  misfortune  of  short  enlistments,  and  an  un- 
happy dcpcndancc  upon  militia,  have  sliown  their 
baneful  influence  at  every  period,  and  almost  upon 
ever)'  occasion,  throughout  the  whole  course  of  this 
war.  At  no  time,  nor  upon  no  occasion,  were  they 
ever  more  exemplified  than  since  Christmas:  for  if 
we  could  but  have  got  in  the  mllitia  in  time,  or  pre- 
vailed upon  those  troops  whose  times  expired  (as 
they  generally  did)  on  the  first  of  this  instant*  to 
have  continued  (not  more  than  a  thousand  or  twelve 

of  mU  lh«  nililia  of  lliiii  Suto,  mikinjf  it  gcnvnily  known  unon^l  Ihvm,  AaI 
\hry  antl  ct>nir  prr|»rtil  tn  nixy  idl  rhc  ibt  of  ApH1>  uuIcm  ^ooikt  iliscbvged 
hj  tuthoiiiy.  Il  ^iH  occur  10  them,  Ihnl  nci1hin£  Wi  ihcEr  \\\o>\  ^goioai 
carrllon  ai  Ihi^  time  will  cnnblc  mc  to  oppi»c  nnj  (Ioii)£n  of  the  enemy,  tnd 
thu  ihcreJoET  they  c^|[ht  lo  continue  with  mc  tUl  rcllevcil  by  (be  regular  troop* 
now  nufehijc.  1  mean,  huwercr,  elt*t  every  puwlile  ii»lu]|;ciice  ^liould  be  jJiotrn 
Xt>  tlinti'  rfl«i,  who  llBT^  lirtn  in  iciiia!  icrvice,  flml  wrtt  rp|{iilftrty  iM*chii  rg*rf, 
SAit  Ihai  no  eveuM  mIiaII  be  admilled  for  iho^,  who  have  ihAmolully  remilncd 
ai  home  when  ihcir  crer^  thing  wju  it  sttke." — IVi^i^n^rtm  U  J/a/fr-GettinJ 
Didtimi'M,  ai  Jinuflry,  1777. 

f'rvm  th<  Orifrrfy  ^wjfr,  Jouiuuy  in. — "  The  Gciicml  Ih  v>ny  lt»  find,  that 
1^  Urc  ^Dcral  iirdtr,  iltowiitg  the  plan-let  laJten  Irom  xh*  encm^  to  be  divided 
for  the  benefit  of  Ihc  csplori.  hu  been  mlsUkcn  byiomc  ftndabuted  byolheiv 
The  \Ddv]ganx  wa»  srnnlcd  10  the  scouling  parlici  aniy,  n  t  rcwartl  for  Uic 
cAtraordinary  Uli^uCp  faardkhiiT,  and  danger  Ihry  wore  npow4  10  npoo  ihcMc 
partieL,  The  General  ovvvr  meant,  nor  hn^l  ah  Idea  thai  any  <>f  our»  or  the 
mimy'ft  ttorta.  fowid  ■!  any  cvacuAlbl  pcnl,  were  to  be  natjdcrcd  the  property 
u(  thov.  Jiai  finl  mordied  in.  Nctlhcr  HEil  he  mnan.  thni  my  pinMie  riorea 
divovrrvd  by  any  of  the  Bcuuliji|-  partie«  «houJct  he  approprialec)  to  tfacir  iu«, 
Bnlenthcy  found  ihcramiy  in  (he  actual  pntuiti^lon,  and  dlftpou««*cd  them, 
blunder  I4lc<n  under  tudi  cirtunutant^s  either   Uy  the  militla  or  the  Conti- 
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hundred  agreemg  to  slay)  we  might,  I  am  persuaded, 
have  cleared  the  Jerseys  entirely  of  the  enemy.  In* 
stead  oF  this,  all  our  movements  have  been  made 
with  inferior  numbers,  and  with  a  mixed,  motley 
crew,  who  were  here  to-day,  gone  to-morrow,  without 
assigning  a  reason,  or  even  apprizing  you  of  it.  In  a 
word,  I  believe  1  may  with  truth  add.  that  I  do  not 
think  that  any  officer  since  the  creation  ever  had 
such  a  variety  of  difHculties  and  perplexities  ta  en* 
counter  as  I  Iiave,  How  we  shall  be  able  to  rub 
along  till  the  new  army  is  raised,  I  know  not.  Provi< 
dence  has  heretofore  saved  us  in  a  remarkable  man* 
ner,  and  on  this  we  must  principally  rely.  Everj' 
person  in  every  state  should  exert  himscU  to  facilitate 
the  raising  and  marching  the  new  regiments  tu  the, 
army  with  all  possible  expedition. 

nciitBl  trnopd,  i«  lo  br  rrpnrlrd  bjr  Ihc  cnmm^nrllne  iificer  of  the  pftHy  Id 
Mmeol  the  Conifncntal  or  Prnvfndftl  ecncnib^  who  nrc  diirtinl  io  hnvi-sill  Uie 
proriilons  and  ffiUiury  biorvt  lo  tftkm,  ftpprnivd  by  ihc  connmiuAry  or  t)uartcr- 
mAMcr  E™er*^(  **'  ih^r  deputies,  and  the  party  paid  ih*:  value  thereof.  Such 
ArL^cLci  OS  tuc  loken.  not  DeLeA^iiFy  i<A  llie  dm  of  die  nniij,  are  to  be  v^li)  %\ 
public  vendue,  ander  th«  diMrtloD  of  the  qvanermoiitet-general,  or  E^one  of  bli 
dq>mie£>  for  the  bcnelit  of  the  captors. 

'*  The  General  prohibits,  in  both  the  milifia  and  Contincmol  lroop«,  in  the 
most  puaicive  lermvv  the  infanoui  pnctice  of  plundering  the  inhAbilanlit  uodori 
ilie  ^^edouH  pTCilGiice  of  their  bcin^  Tories,     Let  Ihc  pemonH  of  nich  ■»  i 
known  In  be  nnfiminh  lo  ihrir  country  btf  H«ijed  and  confiricd,  nnd  thvir  propertjr 
diipovd  nf  At  rhe  htt  of  th(i  SUtle  direct*.    It  i«  our  bu«ine«i  to  ^ve  praiMrion 
and  support  to  the  pooTi  dtbtiesM^  EnhalnUnts,  not  to  muJlipljr  and  incn 
their  ca^Dmilietk,    After  the  pvbUoiEon  of  tbU  order,  any  o0L(.<bt,  cither  nililuiaf  \ 
ComincntaJ,  found  Alteinpitng  to  conceal  th«  pubUc  tforta,  plundering  the  in- 
hhtiilJinifi  atulci  the  prctcoccot  llicif  bciii^  Tories,  or  helliti);  nX  xeti<luc  ftluiidcr  < 
lakon  frmn  lh«  vneoiy,  m  snyothvr  manner  than  tbc»eordvncliT*cl,  ntayncp 
to  be  punliJicd  in  the  tirvemt  manner,  and  be  obJiccd  to  account  for  every  ' 
thing  !W  ukcik  or  hdlct.    The  adjuti^ni-^eneral  Eft  to  furnish  the  cominanrlin^ 
officer  of  each  diviMoit  vfiib  a  copy  of  ibac  onlcn,  who  1*  to  drculate  copi«( 
among  hU  iraopsi  ljniiiedU:ely." 
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I  have  never  seen  (but  heard  of)  the  resolve  you 
mentioned,  nor  do  I  get  a  paper  of  Purdie's '  once  a 
month.  Those  who  want  failh  to  believe  the  account 
of  the  shocking  wastes  committed  by  Howe's  army — 
of  their  ravaging,  plundering,  and  abuse  of  women — 
may  be  convinced  to  their  sorrow,  perhaps,  if  a  check 
can  not  be  put  to  their  progress. 

It  IS  painful  to  mc  to  hear  of  such  illiberal  rcflec* 
lions  upon  the  eastern  troops  as  you  i*ay  prevails  in 
Virginia.  I  always  have,  and  always  sliall  say,  that 
1  do  not  believe  that  any  of  the  slates  produce  better 
men,  or  persons  capable  of  making  better  soldiers, 
but  it  is  to  be  acknowledged  that  they  are  (generally 
speaking)  most  wretchedly  officered.  To  this,  and 
this  only,  is  lo  be  attributed  ihcir  demeriis.  The 
policy  of  those  states  has  been^  to  level  men  as  much 
as  possible  to  one  standard  The  distinction,  there- 
fore, between  officers  and  soldiers,  ♦  «  »  and 
that  hunger  and  thirst  after  glory  which  ^  »  *  # 
This  is  the  true  secret,  and  we  have  found,  that 
wherever  a  regiment  is  well  officered^  their  men  have 
behaved  well — when  otherwise,  ill — the  misconduct 
or  cowardly  behavior  always  orijjinating  with  the 
officers  who  have  set  the  example.  Equal  injustice 
is  done  them,  in  depriving  them  of  merit  in  other 
respects ;  for  no  people  fly  to  arms  readier  than  they 
do,  or  come  better  equipped,  or  with  more  regulariiy 
into  the  field  than  they. 

■  Virgim^  C^tflii,  fiuVillth^d  at  WillUmtliuTf.  Vli^nStt^ 
*  "  Some  moclrni  pen  hai  bEo(l«r]  out  6rr«r»l  u*on1fa  in  lh<  four  or  five  liaM 
•uccetdlng  ihb  portion  of  lh«  ivnirnco,  And  entirely  detttoyc^l  ihe  conocctloa." 
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With  respect  to  your  inquiries  about  payments 

made  Mr.  I  cannot  answer  them  with  precision, 

but  I  am  exceedingly  mistaken  if  I  have  not  made 
him  two,  for  both  you  and  myself.  Indeed  I  am  as 
sure  of  it  as  I  can  be  of  any  thing  from  the  badness 
of  my  memory,  I  think  I  made  him  one  payment 
myself,  and  the  treasurer,  or  Hill,  made  him  the 
other.  The  book,  however,  in  which  I  keep  your 
accounts  will  show  it  (the  parchment  covered  quarto 
one)  as  you  will,  I  suppose  find  yourself  charged  by 
me,  with  the  payments  made. 

In  my  letter  to  Lund  Washington,  I  have  given 
the  late  occurrences,  and  to  avoid  repetition,  I  refer 
you  to  him.  My  love  to  Nelly,  ami  compliments  to 
Mr,  Calvert's  family,  and  all  other  inquiring  friends, 
leaving  me  nothing  else  to  add,  than  that  I  am,  your 
affectionate. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONCRKSSL 

HEAD-QuAOfiK^  MoKKiifrowiN.  M  January,  1777. 
Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  on  the  20th  instant     Since 

that  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  Genera] 

Dickinson,   with   about    four    hundred  militia,   has 

defeated  a  foraging  party  of  the  enemy  of  an  equal 

number,  and  has  taken  forty  wagons,  and  upwards  of 

a  hundred  horses,  most  of  them  of  the  English  draft 

breed,  and  a  number  of  sheep  and  cattle,  which  they 

had  collected     The  enemy  retreated  with  so  much 

precipitation,  that  General    Dickinson  had   only  an 

opportunity  of  making  nine  prisoners.     They  were 
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observed  to  carry  off  a  good  many  dead  and  wounded 
in  light  wagons-  This  action  happened  near  Somer- 
set Court-House,  on  Millstone  River  General  Dick- 
inson's behavior  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon  him  ; 
for,  though  his  troops  were  ail  raw,  he  led  them 
ttirough  the  river  middle-deep,  and  gave  the  enemy 
<io  severe  a  chaise,  that,  although  supported  by  threo 
ficid-pieces,  they  gave  way  and  left  their  convoy, 

I  have  not  heard  from  General  Heath  since  the 
firing  near  Kingsbridge  iast  Saturday  ;  which  I  can- 
not account  for,  unless  the  North  River  should  have 
been  rendered  impassable  by  the  ice. 

But  the  accotint  of  his  having  surprised  and  taken 
Fort  Independence  on  Friday  Night,  last,  comes  so 
well  authenticated  by  dinTcrciit  ways,  that  I  cannot 
doubt  it  It  is  said  that  he  took  400  prisoners  in 
that  Fort ;  and  that  he  invested  Fort  Washington 
on  Saturday,  which  occasioned  the  firing.  This  ts 
brought  out  by  three  of  our  Officers,  who  made  their 
Escape  from  New  York  on  Sunday  and  is  confirmed 
by  a  Spy  who  went  into  Amboy  who  says,  an  Ex- 
press had  arrived  at  Amboy  from  New  York,  with  an 
Account  of  the  Loss  of  Fort  Independence,  and  call- 
ing for  a  Reinforcement  to  protect  the  City,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  a  number  of  Troops  had  gone 
over. 

I  have  sent  in  Spies  to  Brimswic  and  Amboy  to 
know  the  Truth  of  this,  and  if  it  appears  that  they 
have  weakened  themselves  to  reinforce  New  York,  1 
shall  probably  make  some  attempt  upon  them,  if  we 
have  men  enough  left  to  do  it 
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I  .shall  be  glad  to  know  what  stock  of  small  arms 
you  at  present  have,  and  what  are  your  expectations 
shortly*  The  necessity,  that  we  have  been  anj  are 
now  under,  of  calling  in  and  arming  the  militia, 
scatters  our  armory  all  over  the  world,  in  a  manner 
Their  officers  are  so  irregular,  that  they  generally 
suffer  their  men  to  carry  home  every  thing  that  is  put 
into  their  hands,  which  is  forever  lost  to  the  public. 
The  new  raised  regiments  will  call  for  a  great 
number  of  arms ;  and  1  do  not  at  present  see  how 
they  are  to  be  supplied 

I  would  again  beg  leave  to  recall  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  appointment  of  general  officers^  I 
will  not  suppose  the  nomination  of  them  is  postponed 
upon  a  saving  principle,  bc^causc:  the  advantage  in  hav- 
ing proper  officers  to  examine  the  pay-rolls  of  their 
several  regiments,  and  compare  them  with  the  returns 
of  their  brigades,  to  see  that  the  regiments  are  pro- 
vided with  what  is  proper,  and  that  no  more  than  a 
sufficiency  is  allowed,  to  keep  officers  to  their  duty, 
and  not,  while  the  spirited  ol^cer  is  encountering  all 
the  fatigues  and  hardships  of  a  rigorous  campaign, 
suffer  a  number  of  others,  under  various  frivolous 
pretences  and  imaglnarj'  sicknesses,  to  enjoy  them- 
selves at  the  public  expense  at  their  own  firesides, — 
I  say,  if  the  appointments  arc  withheld  upon  parsi- 
monious principles,  t]ie  Congress  arc  mistaken  ;  for  I 
am  convinced,  that,  by  the  correctionof  many  abuses, 
which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend  to,  the  public' 
will  be  bt^ntfited  in  a  great  degree  in  the  article  of 
expense.     But  this  is  not  all.     We  have  very  little 
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time  to  do  a  very  great  work  in.  The  arranging, 
providing  for,  and  disciplining  a  hundred  and  odd 
battalions  is  not  to  be  accomplished  in  a  day ;  nor  is 
it  to  be  done  at  all  with  any  degree  of  propriety, 
when  we  have  once  entered  upon  the  active  part  of 
the  campaign.  These  duties  must  be  branched  out, 
or  they  will  be  neglected,  and  the  public  injured. 
Besides^  were  the  brigadiers  appointed,  ihey  might 
be  facilitating  the  recruiting  service ;  they  would  have 
time  to  get  a  little  acquainted  with  their  brigades  and 
the  wants  of  thern.  and  ease  me  of  the  great  weight 
and  burden,  which  1  at  present  feci 

On  whom  the  choice  will  or  ought  to  light,  I  can- 
not undertake  to  say.  In  a  former  letter  I  took  the 
Uberty  o(  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  Congress 
the  propriety  of  appointing,  out  of  each  State,  briga- 
diers to  command  the  troops  of  that  State,  thinking, 
as  a  distinction  is  now  fixed,  a  spirit  of  emulation 
might  arise  by  this  means.  At  any  rate,  1  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  recommending  General  Cadwalader  as 
one  of  the  first  for  the  new  appointments.  I  have 
found  him  a  man  of  ability,  a  good  disciplinarian, 
firm  in  his  principles,  and  of  intrepid  bravery.  I 
shall  a]f;o  beg  leave  to  recommend  Colonel  Reed  to 
the  command  of  the  horse,  as  a  person,  in  my  opinion, 
every  way  qualified ;  for  he  is  extremely  active  and 
enterprising:  many  signal  proofs  of  which  he  has 
given  this  campaign.  For  the  rest,  the  members  of 
Congress  can  judge  belter  than  I  can,  I  can  only 
say,  that,  as  the  army  will  probably  be  divided  In  the 
course  of  the  next    campaign,  there  ought,  in  my 
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opiaion,  to  be  three  lieutenant-generals,  nine  major' 
generals*  and  twenty-seven  brigadiers ;  in  other 
words,  there  ought,  at  least,  to  be  a  brigadier  to 
every  four  regiments,  and  a  major-general  to  every 
three  brigades.  The  lieutenant-generals  will,  1  pre-^ 
sume,  be  appointed  out  of  the  oldest  major-generals 
and  the  major-generals  from  the  oldest  brigadiers. 
New  brigadiers  will  then  be  to  nominate^ 

I  forgot  before  this  to  inform  Congress,  that, 
including  the  regiment  of  light  dragoons  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  Colonel  Sheldon's  to  be  raised  in  Con- 
necticut, I  have  only  commissioned  officers  for  four 
regiments.  I  was  willing  to  try  how  these  could  be 
equipped  before  1  put  more  officers  into  commission. 
It  is  apprehended  wc  shall  find  difficulty  In  providing 
necessaries  or  even  horses  for  these  four  regiments ; 
if  we  should  not,  I  shall  immediatdy  set  about  the 
residue.  Colonel  Baylor,  Colonel  Moylan  (who,  as 
volunteer,  has  remained  constantly  with  the  army 
eince  his  discontinuance  in  the  quarter-master's  de- 
partment), and  Colonel  Sheldon,  command  the  three 
new  regiments  of  light  dragoons.  The  treasury  has 
been  for  some  lime  empty,  and  the  army  has  labored 
under  the  greatest  inconvenience  for  want  of  money. 
The  recruiting  service  is  particularly  injurt^d  by  this, 
as  many  officers  are  now  waiting  only  for  bounty- 
money.  I  have  also  complaints  from  the  eastward^ 
of  the  want  of  money  to  carry  on  their  recruiting 
service.  If  we  are  not  supplied  with  that  necessary 
article,  all  matters  must  be  at  a  stand,  I  must  there- 
fore beg,  that,  If  Mr.   Palfrey  has  not  been  already 
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supplied  with  a  lar^  sunir  it  may  be  done  with  the 
uUnost  expedition,  and  that  you  will  endeavor  to 
keep  up  the  supply  by  constantly  sending  on  smaller 
parcels.  I  am,  &c. 

P.  S,  I  did  not  recollect  Major-Gcncral  Liacoln, 
in  the  provincial  service  of  Massachusetts.  He  is  an 
excellent  ofiiccr,  and  worthy  of  your  notice  in  the 
Continental  line. 


TO  JOSEPH    REBa 

MiODUiunooK.  33  January,  17TT- 

Dbak  Sitt, 

Your  favors  of  the  12th  and  iSth  inst  arc  both 
before  me,  and  on  two  accounts  have  given  me  pain : 
first,  because  1  much  wished  to  see  you  at  the  head 
of  the  cavalry  ;  and  secondly,  by  refusing  of  it  my 
arrangements  have  been  a  good  deal  disconcerted. 
As  your  notions  for  refusing  the  appointment  are  no 
doubt  satisfactory  to  yourself,  and  your  determination 
fixed,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of 
the  point.  I  can  only  add,  I  wish  it  had  been  other- 
wise, especially  as  I  flatter  myself,  that  my  last  would 
convince  you^  that  you  still  hc^ld  tlie  same  place  in 
cny  aiTection  that  you  ever  did.  If  inclination,  or  a 
desire  of  rendering  those  aids  to  the  scr\'icc  which 
your  abilities  enable  you  to  do,  should  lead  you  to 
the  camp,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me,  I  hope,  to  add 
that  1  should  be  extremely  happy  in  seeing  you  one 
of  my  family,  whilst  you  remain  in  it. 

The  late  coalition  of  parties  in  Pennsylvania  is  a 
most  fortunate  circumstance  ;  that,  and  the  spirited 
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manner  in  which  the  miL'tia  of  this  State  turned  out, 
upon  the  late  manccuvre  of  the  enemy,  has  in  my 
opinion  given  a  greater  shock  to  the  enemy  than  any 
event  which  has  happened  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
pute, because  it  was  altogether  unexpected,  and  gave 
the  decisive  stroke  to  their  enterprise  on  Philadelphia. 
The  hint  you  have  given  respecting  the  compliment 
due  to  the  executive  powers  of  Pennsylvania  I  thank 
you  for,  but  can  assure  you  I  gave  General  Mifflin 
no  direction  respecting  the  militia,  that  I  did  not 
conceive,  nay,  that  I  had  not  been  told  by  Congress, 
he  was  vested  with  before  ;  for  you  must  know  that 
General  Mifflin,  at  the  particular  instance,  and  by  a 
resolve  of  Congress,  had  been  detained  from  his  duty 
in  this  camp  near  a  month,  to  be  in  readiness  to  have 
out  the  militia,  if  the  occasion  should  require  it,  and 
only  got  here  the  day  before  I  received  such  intelli- 
gence, as  convinced  mc  that  the  enemy  were  upon  the 
puiril  of  moving  ;  in  conse(|uencc  of  which  I  requested 
him  to  return,  and  without  defining  his  duty,  desired 
he  would  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  carry  the  de- 
signed opposition  into  effect ;  conceiving  that  a 
previous  plan  had  been  laid  by  Congress,  or  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  aa  respected  the  mode 
of  drawing  the  militia  out.  The  action  of  them 
afterward,  circumstances  alone  could  direct  I  did 
not  pretend  to  give  any  order  about  it 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  from  your  letter  that 
the  reasons  assigned  by  me  to  General  Arnold,  for 
not  attacking  the  enemy  in  their  situation  between 
tlic  Raritan  and  Millstone,  met  with  the  approbation 
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of  those  who  were  acquainted  with  them.  We  have 
some  amongst  us,  and  I  dare  say  generals,  who  wish 
to  make  themselves  popular  at  the  expense  of  others, 
or  who  think  the  cause  is  not  to  be  advanced  other- 
wise than  by  fighting — tlie  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  to  be  done,  and  the  consequences 
which  may  follow,  are  objects  too  trivial  for  their 
attention, ^but  as  I  have  one  great  end  in  view,  I 
shall,  maugrc  all  the  [illegible]  of  this  kind,  steadily 
pursue  the  means  which  in  my  judgment  leads  to  the 
accomplishment  of  it,  not  doubting  but  that  the  can- 
did part  of  mankind,  if  they  arc  convinced  of  my 
integrity,  will  make  proper  allowance  for  my  inex- 
perience and  frailties.  I  will  agree  to  be  loaded  with 
all  the  obloquy  they  can  bestow,  if  1  commit  a  wiUul 
error. 

If  General  Howe  has  not  manoeuvred  much  deeper 
than  most  people  seem  disposed  to  think  him  capa- 
ble of,  his  army  is  absolutely  gone  off  panic  struck  ; 
but  as  1  cannot  persuade  myself  into  a  belief  of  the 
latter,  notwithstanding  it  is  the  prevailing  opinion  of 
my  officers,  I  cannot  say  that  the  move  I  am  about  to 
make  towards  Amboy  accords  altogether  with  my 
opinion.  Not  that  I  am  under  any  other  apprehen- 
sion than  that  of  being  obligerl  to  lose  ground  again, 
which  would  indeed  be  nu  small  misfortune,  as  the 
spirits  of  our  troops  and  the  countrj'  is  greatly  rC' 
vived  (and.  I  presume,)  the  enemy's  not  a  little 
depressed,  by  their  late  retrograde  motions. 

By  some  late  accounts  I  fancy  the  British  grena- 
diers  got  a    pretty  severe   peppering  yesterday  by 
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Morgan's  Rifle  Corps;  chey  fought,  it  seems  a  con- 
siderable time  within  the  distance  of  from  twenty  to 
forty  yards,  and  from  the  concurring  accounts  of 
several  of  the  officers,  more  than  a  hundred  of  them 
must  have  fallen.  Had  there  not  been  some  mistake 
in  point  fsf  time  for  marching  the  several  hrigades 
that  were  ordered  upon  that  service,  and  particularly 
in  delivering  an  order  to  General  Varnum,  I  believe 
the  rear  of  General  Howe's  troops  might  have  been 
a  little  rougher  handled  than  they  were,  for  tf  an 
express  who  went  to  General  Maxwell  the  evening 
before  had  reached  him  in  lime  to  co-operate  upon 
the  enemy's  Rank,  for  which  purpose  he  was  sent 
down  the  day  before  with  a  respectable  forctr,  very 
good  consequences  might  have  resulted  from  it; 
however,  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  these  mistakes,  and 
my  paper  tells  me  1  can  add  no  more  than  to  assure 
you  that  I  am  &a* 


TO   GOVERNOR    TRUMBULL," 

MokiLLSTOwf,  34  Jftniury,  1777- 

The  situation  to  which  I  am  reduced  for  want  of  a 
regular  body  of  troops,  on  whom  I  can  depend  for  a 
length  of  time,  makes  it  indispensably  necessary  for 
me  to  call  upon  you,  and  entreat  you  to  exert  your- 
self in  levying  and  equipping  the  number  of  battalions 
allotted  to  your  State  by  the  resolution  of   Congress 

'  From  ihc  Li/i  of  Esthtr  dt  Be^dt,  a/ttrviardi  EitAtr  R<fd  of  Pmntylv^ 
ma,  p.  371. 
'  Thib  Icracr  WAS  likewlswpit  ju  «  clrcultLT  lOMchofUivNcw  Eogtaiul  Suucx, 
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in  September  last  You  must  be  {uUy  sensible  of 
the  hardship  imposed  upon  individuals,  and  how 
detrimental  it  must  be  to  the  public,  to  have  her 
farmers  and  her  tradesmen  frequently  called  into  the 
field  as  militia-men  ;  whereby  a  total  stop  is  put  to 
arts  and  agriculture,  without  which  we  cannot  possi- 
bly long  subsist-  But  great  as  this  Inconvenience  is, 
wc  mu!»t  put  up  with  it,  or  submit  to  a  greater,  the 
total  loss  of  our  liberties,  until  our  regular  Continen- 
tal army  can  be  brought  into  the  field  The  above 
reasons  alone,  I  hope,  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  you 
to  exert  yourselves  ;  for,  if  our  new  army  are  not  ready 
to  take  the  field  early  in  the  spring,  we  shall  lo^  all 
the  advantages,  which  I  may  say  wc  have  providen- 
tially gained  this  winter.  While  our  dependence  is 
upon  militia,  we  have  a  full  army  one  day,  and  scarce 
any  the  next ;  and  I  am  much  afraid,  that  the  enemy 
one  day  or  other,  taking  advantage  of  one  of  thcne 
tcmporary  weaknesses,  will  make  themselves  masters 
of  our  magazines  of  stores,  arms,  and  artillery. 
Nothing  but  their  ignorance  of  our  numbers  protects 
us  at  this  very  lime,  when,  on  the  contrary',  had  we 
six  or  eight  thousand  regular  troops,  or  could  the 
militia,  who  were  with  me  a  few  days  ago,  have  been 
prevailed  upon  to  stay,  we  could  Have  struck  such  a 
stroke,  as  would  have  inevitably  ruined  the  army  of 
the  enemy,  in  their  divided  state. 

I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  by  creating  a  power- 
ful diversion  on  the  side  of  New  York,  we  may  still 
keep  their  force  divided  between  that  province  and 
this ;  if  3o»  and  a  good  body  of  regular  troops  could 
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be  thrown  in  to  me.  before  the  roads  will  be  in  a  con- 
dition for  the  enemy,  with  their  reduced  wagon  and 
artillery  horses,  to  move  out,  it  perhaps  may  not  be 
out  of  my  power  co  strike  a  decisive  blow  before 
spring.  This  is  aDother  and  a  forcible  reason  to 
induce  you  to  send  your  new  levies  forward  with  all 
expedition.  While  the  men  are  raising,  I  beg  you 
will  spare  no  pains  to  make  A  colleccion  of  all  things 
necessary  (or  their  equipment ;  not  only  with  such  as 
they  can  carrj'  with  them  into  the  field,  but  for  their 
use  and  convenience  while  they  are  there,  such  as 
spare  shoes,  stockings,  and  shirts  ;  the  want  of  which 
has  been  the  ruin  of  the  old  army.  If  these  articles 
are  provided  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  regimen- 
tal quartermaster,  they  can  always  be  delivered  out 
when  wanted,  and  stoppages  made  by  the  paymasters* 
I  expect  the  clothier-general  will  be  with  the  army  in 
a  few  days,  when  I  shall  give  him  directions  to  allot  a 
proportion  of  the  clothing  lately  taken,  and  purchased 
for  the  publicp  to  each  State. 

I  have  tlic  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO  GOVERNOR  LIVINGSTON, 

EdoRHix-rawN,  34  JiinuAry,  1777, 

Sir, 

The  irregular  and  disjointed  state  of  the  militla  of 
this  province  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  inform 
you,  that,  unless  a  law  is  immediately  passed  by  your 
Legislature  to  reduce  them  to  some  order,  and  oblige 
them  to  turn  out  in  a  different  manner  from  what  they 
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have  hitherto  done,  we  shall  bring  very  few  into  the 
ficldr  and  even  those  few  will  render  little  or  no  fier* 
vice.  Their  officers  are  generally  of  the  Io\vest  class 
of  the  people ;  and,  instead  of  setting  a  good  ex,im- 
ple  to  their  men.  are  leadine  them  into  ever>'kind  of 
mischief,  one  species  of  which  is  plundering  the  in- 
habitants, under  ihc  pretence  of  their  being  Tories. 
A  law  shouldt  in  my  opinion,  be  passed^  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  kind  of  lawless  rapine;  for.  unless  there  is 
something  done  to  prevent  it,  the  people  wi!l  throw 
themselves,  of  choice,  into  tlie  hands  of  the  British 
troops.  But  your  first  object  should  bea  well-regu- 
latcil  militia  law.  The  people^  put  under  good  offi- 
cers, would  behave  in  quite  another  manner,  and  not 
only  render  real  service  as  soldiers,  but  would  protect, 
instead  of  distressing,  the  inhabitants.  What  I  would 
wish  to  have  particularly  hisisted  upon,  in  the  new 
Irtw^  should  be.  that  every  man,  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  should  be  obliged  to  turn  out,  and  not  buy  off 
his  service  by  a  triding  fine.  We  want  men  and  not 
money,     I  am,  &c- 


G&NERAt^    WASHIKCTONS    mOCLAMATION, 

Whereas  several  persons,  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
Amcncii,  influenced  by  inimicul  motives,  inttrnidatcd  by  the 
threats  of  the  tnemy,  or  delud<!<l  by  a  Proclamation  i&fiued  the 
30th  ol  November  last,  by  Lord  and  General  Howe^  Mylcd  tho 
King's  Commissioners  for  granting  pardons.  Ace,  (now  at  open 
war,  and  invading  th«c  Stale*),  have  been  so  loai  to  the  Snierest 
and  welfare  of  their  country,  as  to  repair  10  the  enemy,  alj-n  a 
declaration  of  fidelity,  and  in  some  instances  have  bceii  conipdicd 
to  take  Uii;  ofttb  of  allegiance,  and  engaged  n^i  to  take  up  armst 
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or  vncouragt;  othere  so  to  do,  aigiinet  the  King  of  Great  EJriUin  ; 
And  whereas  it  has  become  iiecc«fiary  to  dUtinguUh  bctvrecn  the 
friends  of  America  and  those  of  Greai  DnUin,  inhahitant*  of 
thct*^  Stafe* ;  and  thai  *very  man  who  receives  protecUo^i  from, 
And  as  a  subicct  of  any  State,  not  being  conscicntiousty  khi- 
pulous  against  bearing  amis*  should  stnnd  ready  to  defend  tbe 
same  againi^t  hostile  icvaxion  ;  I  do  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  committed  to  mc  by  Con- 
(7ess.  hereby  slriclly  command  and  require  every  person,  having 
fiubscribcd  such  declaration,  taken  Huch  oath,  and  accepted  such 
protecEion  and  certificate,  to  repair  to  Head* Quarters,  or  to  the 
quarters  of  the  ncaicsi  general  officer  of  ihc  Continental  army, 
or  mililia.  until  further  provision  can  be  made  by  the  civil  author- 
ity, and  there  deliver  up  »udi  protection,  certificate,  and  pa«' 
ports,  and  lake  the  oaih  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of 
America  ;  nevertheless  hereby  granting  full  liberty  to  all  «uch  as 
prefer  the  interest  and  protection  ot  Great  Untain  to  the  freedom 
and  happiness  ot  their  country,  lorlhwith  to  withdraw  themselves 
and  families  leUMn  the  enemy's  Lines.  And  1  do  hereby  dGGlaje> 
that  all  and  cvcrj'  person,  who  may  neglect  or  refuse  10  comply 
with  ihis  order,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  will  be 
deemed  adherents  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated  a^ 
common  enemies  lo  the^c  American  States. 

Given  at  Head -Quarters,  Morristown,  this  a^thdAyof  January, 
'777-' _^ ' 

^  It  voulJ  htrdly  b«  imagined  at  the  present  day,  ihai  any  exceptions  coald 
be  taken  !□  thU  proclunatiou.  Th«  eircunstanc^  of  the  ease,  in  fact,  ieem«d 
to  rcqa^re  it.  u  a  ncco^uy  check  to  ihf  cffcdt  prixlLiced  by  the  mcuum 
jido(flcJ  on  tlic  pftj-t  of  the  oncinyp  Vet  it  iras  diMj^prcvcd  by  toiuc,  who  bc- 
1j«vcil  ibcmih(Wn  pikI  douhlTrv  wpr»  vintrrp  pnirJoTi.  Even  in  Congreu  tlicK 
vcn:  thoie.  who  wcr?  not  backuard  to  hint,  rW  il  wa^  tncipv^irai.  uid  that, 
la  ittuing  it,  lb?  d^mmandtT'in -chief  ha<]  lmr»(;ni«tp<l  ih?  bounds  of  hit  power. 
Mr.  Abraham  Clark,  a  cklf^alr  Irom  New  Jeney,  ami  one  'jf  the  li^en  cl  the 
DcdaracioJi  of  ]ndepetid<ocd,cj;pre^seUklm>df  ufuUuwk,  iiiiLl(;U(r(uC01i)aal 
Dftyion  X 

"  Vou  nj  thai  some  of  our  EUabtlTitown  people  want  the  Central  to  alter 
}d*  pn>c1amaiion.  It  musit  render  iiny  man  unpopular  to  apc^  In  favar  of 
thoM,  wbo  joined  the  en^my  and  took  protection!  ;  but  I  think  t be  General'! 
prodamaiiun  a  vEtjUlJon  or  our  civU  righu,  and  1  vcniuxcd  lu  cull  il  in  question 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRES& 

HtAP^OAiir&fts,  MoftftirrowN,  a6JftBiiu7,  177?' 

Sir, 

I  was  last  night  honored  with  yours  of  the  18th 
instani,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  State  of  New 
York  to  Congress,  From  the  particular  situation  of 
that  State  in  regard  to  their  being  totally  deprived 
of  commerce,  they  certainly  must  stand  in  need  of 
the  assistance  of  the  otlicr  States  lo  provide  them 
with  clothing  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  equip- 
ment of  their  forces  ;  and  it  ever  was  my  intention 
to  allow  them  a  full  proportion  of  the  clothing  pur- 
chased to  the  eastward,  whenever  it  came  to  hand. 
Little  or  none  of  It  has  yet  reached  this  army,  though 
in  the  greatest  want,  and  exposed  co  the  severities  of 
a  winter  campaign.  The  Convention  have  in  one 
instance  already  provided  for  themselves  out  of  the 
piibUc  stock,  by  slopping  and  making  use  of  twenty* 
six  baies  of  clothing  coming  on  from  the  eastward  to 
the  army  here.  As  this  was  done  without  consulting 
me,  I  cook  the  liberty  of  desiring  them  not  to  do  the 
like  in  future  ;  not  that  1  meant  to  deprive  them  of 
their  share,  but  because  it  disappointed  me  of  many 

fnCongmi.  My  motigii  was  ciummillcil  lo  11  comm!Ucc»  who  tV|joiicd  riivor< 
ably  «f  the  |iroc]«iiutJ<n  ;  bul,  fomKing  ilic^r  nport  would  be  conlcvtfd.  they 
j»r<d  tknt  [he  i-ietlc  might  he  (or  coiMkderfttion  :  which.  I  tuppcse,  was  ^rith 
tiu  Ucizca  thai  it  ihmili  Qfror  be  i;«U«<l  for,  and  I  |>rt<iufflc  ic  never  wi[|  unleo 
I  do  %  ior  it  i^  notoHoua,  ihM  ibe  Geitcral  dtrM-dy  covntcfttdcd  a  rc*olve  of 
CottG^^^  *^  ^^*^  9^*^  ^'  M^rcb  Utt,  tiricUy  forljiiMing  w%y  oflictt  to  liapovo  or 
n*|virc  any  caih  of  die  JDhabitJtnti  ;  and  he  require*  an  oalh  of  allegiftiKc  to  th« 
Umtcd  Stntw.  whm  nich  >b  ottb  in  ab^unl  hcfom  <atr  vontt^mtion  lal« 
pbov.  Each  SlA|«  mf^uirc*  ta  oath  t^ithAi  puti^uUr  butc  In  mtof  oUier 
tUngi  ihc  proclftiiiallon  it  fxccy\i<inah\e  and  veiy  l[nproi>er,  I  bcUove  ihr 
UtbCAJ  li  bon«ti,  liut  I  UUnk  hln  U\lit>lc.'—MS.  UtUf.  >Urch  7lh> 
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articles,  which  I  stood  in  immediate  want  of,  and  had 
not  provided  from  other  quarters.  But  you  may  be 
assured,  that,  whenever  returns  are  made  of  the  whole 
stock  of  clothing,  they  shall  have  their  proportion,  and, 
more  than  that,  allowance  for  their  peculiar  situation. 
I  am  amazed  to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  hospital 
on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  River.  Dr,  Morgan, 
with  most  of  his  mates,  has  been  constantly  there 
since  I  left  it  with  the  main  body  of  the  army.  It  iS 
in  vain,  however,  to  look  back  upon  past  misfortunes. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  point  out  the  causes  ;  but  I 
know  matters  have  been  strangely  conducted  in  the 
medical  iine.  I  hope  your  new  appointment,  when 
it  is  made,  will  make  the  necessary  reform  in  the  hos* 
piuU,  and  thai  I  shall  not,  the  next  campaign,  ha%'e 
my  ears,  and  eyes  too,  shocked  with  the  complaints 
and  looks  of  poor  creatures  perishing  for  want  of 
proper  care,  either  in  the  regimental  or  hospital 
surgeons,  I  agree  with  the  Convention  in  the  expe- 
diency of  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  North  River 
in  some  place  beuveen  the  mouth  and  the  Highlands. 
We  have  found  that  our  labor  and  expense  have  been 
thrown  away  in  endeavoring  to  do  it  below,  where 
the  channel  is  amazingly  wide  and  deep  ;  but,  from 
the  slight  view  I  have  had  of  the  river  above,  1  think 
the  passage  may  be  easily  obstructed,  and  defended 
by  proper  fortifications,  as  the  river  is  so  narrow  that 
no  vessel  going  up  could  possibly  escape  the  fire.  I 
am  no  judge  of  what  can  be  done  towards  fitting  out 
the  frigates  at  Poughkeepsle  ;  that  must  be  left  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  marine  committee. 
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The  hint  given  by  the  Convention  of  New  York, 
of  the  necessity  and  utility  of  a  commissary  of  forage, 
had  struck  me  before,  and  had  been  mentioned  by 
General  Mifflin,  whose  department  of  quartermaster- 
general  must  be  eased  of  part  of  the  load,  which  is  at 
present  thrown  upon  it  He  is  obliged  in  many  in- 
stances Co  act  entirely  out  of  his  proper  line;  and 
instead  of  being  confined  to  the  duty  of  quartermas- 
ter-general, is  also  wagon-master  and  forage-master 
general,  I  have  written  to  two  persons,  that  I  think 
qualified  to  fill  the  office  of  wagon-master ;  and  I 
hope  one  of  them  will  accept.  That  of  commissary 
of  forage  tihall  be  attended  to.  The  want  of  accurate 
maps  of  the  country,  which  has  hitherto  been  the 
scene  of  war,  has  been  of  great  disadvantage  to  mc. 
I  have  in  vain  endeavored  lo  procure  them,  and 
have  been  obliged  to  make  shift  with  such  sketches 
as  I  could  trace  out  from  my  own  observation,  and 
that  of  gentlemen  around  me.  I  really  think,  if  gen- 
tlemen of  knoM'u  character  and  probity  could  be  cm- 
ployed  in  making  maps,  from  actual  sur\^ey,  of  the 
roads,  of  the  rivers  and  bridges  and  fords  over  them, 
and  of  the  mountains  and  passes  through  them,  it 
would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage, 

I  had,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  written 
to  General  Howe,  and  proposed  the  fixing  of  an 
agent  for  prisoners  at  New  York.  1  have  not  re- 
ceived an  answer ;  but,  if  he  accedes  to  the  proposal, 
I  shall  appoint  Mr.  Lewis  PintarH,  I  am  sorry  that 
1  am  obliged  to  contradict  the  Report  of  the  taking 
of  Fort  Independence,  as  mentioned  in  my  lasL     1 
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believe  the  evacuation  of  some  detatched  Redoubts 
gave  Rise  to  the  Report,  1  have  not  heard  from 
GcnK  Heath  since  the  14th  instant,  which  I  am 
amazed  at  I  am  quite  in  the  dark  ;is  to  )iis  Num-* 
bers  and  what  progress  he  has  made/  On  the  23d. 
a  party  of  four  hundred  of  our  men»  under  Colonel 
Buckner,  fell  in  with  two  regiments  of  the  enemy, 
convoying  a  number  of  wagons  from  Drunswic  to 
Amboy,  Our  advanced  party  undc^r  Colonel  Parker 
engaged  them  with  great  braver)'  upwards  of  twenty 
minutes,  during  which  time  the  colonel-commandant 
was  killed,  and  the  second  in  command  mortally 
wounded.  The  people  living  near  the  field  of  action 
say  their  killed  and  wounded  wctc  considerable.  We 
lost  only  two  men,  who  were  made  prisoners.  Had 
Colonel  Buckner  come  up  with  the  main  body,  Colo- 
nel Parker  and  the  other  oi!icers  think  we  should 
have  put  them  to  rout,  as  their  confusion  was  very 
great,  and  iheir  ground  disadvjintageous,  1  have 
ordered  Buckner  under  arrest,  and  shall  bring  him 
to  trial  to  answer  for  so  extraordinary  a  piece  of 
conduct 

Reinforcements  come  up  so  extremely  slow,  that  I 
am  afraid  I  shall  be  left  without  any  men  before  they 
arrive.     The  enemy  must  be  ignorant  of  our  num- 

I  •■'  You  vUl  rvceivQ  with  thii  a  ctfp^oT  mj  Ivtlor  ID  you  of  tbc  19U1  Iniunt. 
Two  rM40fifi  liavc  lod  mc  lo  send  i[ :  iTia  onv  U«t  tb«  original  niijr  tuvc  mii- 
Cimcd  ;  the  olhcr  to  fxploin  it  fully,  if  yoa  hbvif  ftj[ca<ty  roceivcil  H.  T  do  not 
n«u  to  Lio  up  your  huidt  from  «fl«ctiiig  or  even  altompltng  Liiy  thing,  tbtt 
nuty  proTC  bonorable  Eo  yournclf  or  o««fuJ  lo  the  cauM.  Altbnutll)  iHc  original 
dnlgn  of  your  movcmonU  nuy  nut  bctullytrifiwcicil  Ln  tl\  its  psirt>,  yet,  IT  you 
c&n  titkc  jiououoD  of  (he  cvuatfy  rQUDd  Hbuul  tKc  city,  or  llic  city  ittclf.  I  do 
nol  it«Kirc  you  rn  HnUt.  \  hiivr  nut  h#en  lavoTv^  with  «  line  from  you  snce 
the  igth,  and  thai  never  rc;xchc<l  mc  liL!  thU  evening,  1  wt^  to  hear  from  you 
fftqucnlly," — Wathingtm  te  Afajer-Gmcmlif tilth,  17  January  1777. 
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bers.  or  they  have  not  horses  to  move  their  artillery, 
or  they  would  not  suffer  us  to  remain  undisturbed,  I 
have  repeatedly  written  to  all  the  recruiting  officers, 
to  forwarc!  on  their  men  as  fast  as  they  could  arm 
and  clothe  them  ;  but  they  are  so  extremely  averse 
to  turning  out  of  comfortable  quarters,  that  I  cannot 
get  a  man  to  come  near  me,  though  I  hear  from  at! 
parts  that  the  recruiting  service  goes  on  with  great 
success.  It  would  be  well  if  the  Board  of  War,  in 
whose  department  it  is,  would  issue  orders  for  all 
ofiicers  to  equip  and  forward  their  recniits  to  head- 
quarters  with  the  greatest  expedition.  By  a  resolve 
Congress  passed  some  time  ago.  General  Schuyler  is 
directed  to  apply  to  me  for  ninety-four  tons  of  pow- 
der, a  quantity  which  it  Is  impossible  I  should  have 
by  me,  and  for  which  I  do  not  know  where  to  direct 
him  to  apply.  I  could  wish  that  returns  were  made 
to  me  of  the  quantity  of  powder  on  hand,  and  where 
it  is  CO  be  found,  that  I  may  not  be  at  a  loss  at  any 
time  of  emergency. 

Since  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Reed,  the  import- 
ant office  of  adjutant-general  has  been  left  unfilled,  I 
mean  as  to  a  principal,  and  1  am  much  at  a  loss  how 
or  where  to  find  a  person  in  ever>-  way  capable 
md  proper  to  execute  the  office.  My  inclinations 
lead  me  to  confer  the  appointment  upon  a  Major 
Morris" ;  but  ample  testimonials  should  be  produced, 
and  full  proof  of  fidelity  ought  to  be  made,  before  an 
office  of  so  high  trust  should  be  conferred  upon  a 
person  in  a  manner  a  stranger  to  me.  I  only  know 
Major  Morris  from  a  short  peninnal  acquaintance^ 

'  ApollM  Mom*. 
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and  from  report.  He  never  even  brought  a  letter  of 
recommendacton  to  me.  From  his  conversation,  and 
from  the  accounts  I  have  received  from  others,  he  is 
a  man  of  considerable  military- abiUties;  and,  from 
his  behavior  in  two  instances,  he  is  a  man  of  bravery 
and  conduct  His  story  is  simply  this  ;  that  he  left 
the  British  service  in  disgust  upon  not  receiving  a 
promotion  to  which  he  was  justly  entitled.  Perhaps 
some  gentleman  of  Congress  may  know  more  about 
him,  or  may  be  able  to  make  such  inquiries  as  might 
satisfy  them,  as  to  the  safety  and  propriety  of 
appointing  him.  I  have  no  other  motive  for  wishing 
him  a  preference,  than  that  I  think  him  the  properest 
person  that  has  come  under  my  notice,  provided  all 
matters  before  mentioned  were  cleared  up,  1  shall 
wait  the  result  of  a  determination  of  Congress,  before 
I  proceed  further  in  this  appointment ;  and  I  wish  to 
be  favored  with  their  advice  as  speedily  as  possible; 
for  the  remains  of  the  old  army  are  much  disarranged 
for  want  of  a  good  adjutant-general,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  one  in  a  great  measure  depends  upon 
an  able  officer  in  that  line.  1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
&c.' 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   SULLIVAN. 

MoRRUTowK,  38  January,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  express  delivered  to  me  your  favor  this  even- 
ing. Ignorant  as  I  am  of  the  ground,  which  you 
occupy  at  the  Scotch  Plains,  I  cannot  positively  de- 

■  R«ad  LiL  Cgusrea,  Fcbruvy  4II1.    Referred  lu  iha  Bwird  of  War. 
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tcrmine  whether  it  is  tenable  or  not  However,  let 
mc  rccoramcrd  to  you  to  consider  maturely  whether 
the  advantages^  that  may  accme  from  your  neighbor- 
hood to  the  enemy,  can  balance  the  consequences, 
that  must  result  from  your  being  driven  from  it.  It 's 
true,  your  being  posted  so  near  them  will  save  your 
scouts  a  few  miles  marching.  You  have  also  a  better 
chance  of  receiving  good  and  early  intelligence  of 
their  movements  ;  but  t  is  as  irue,  that  they  may  and 
will  most  certainly  very  soon  discover  your  real  num- 
bers, and  what  will  follow  your  being  attacked  I  have 
already  mentioned  in  mine  of  this  date.'  Consult 
Generals  Maxwell  and  Stephen,  lay  my  letters  to  you 
on  this  head  before  them,  view  your  continuance 
there  in  every  point  of  light,  and  if  you  determine 
that  the  service  may  be  benefited  by  remaining  where 
you  are.  I  have  no  objections  to  your  stay.  Upon 
my  word,  I  think  it  a  manceuvre  of  the  last  conse- 
quence, and  am  not  without  my  fears  about  itssucccss. 
You  will  assuredly  be  attacked  in  a  few  days,  if  they 
have  any  spirit  left  Knowing  your  strength,  they 
will  do  it  with  a  force  that  will  command  success,  for 
it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  relieve  you  in  time. 


'Th«  Commander- 1 n-chi«f  hxA  written  fn  Lh«  neraiDS  10  C«ncn]  Sullinn, 
fti  follow* :—"  Oor  ifTftiifi  tX  fimE^til  arc  in  ft  pfMpcroiu.  vexy.  The  (.-ouiiiry 
socDis  lo  cnicnam  an  idea  of  out  superiority.  Recruiting  £oc«  i>n  wdt,  ami  a 
belief  f^rrraih.  tbal  the  enemy  4rc  almid  o4  us.  II  ibcn  you  siiouM  be  driven, 
whidi  nothing  but  ihc  enemy'*  vadi  i>f  >yW\i  C4Il  prevent,  ihe  l*1>l«4  wU]  be 
turned,  tlw  cvnntry  ili«piHced,  flAd  w«  Jull  Again  trlapf«  into  our  former  dl^ 
credil.  I  Uicreforc  five  h  as  my  trpinion,  th&t  you  had  bcUer  ^vt  your  ttmove 
U>  Ihe  Scotch  I'lflini  Oic  b&t  CDloriog  you  can,  oad  return  to  ywt  fomtet 
•ixtion,  Of  to  Sfiringlietd,  for  fear  of  conivt^uenccA,  whicb  may  be  extremely 
iajvilotu  to  va." 
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Should  you  determine  to  remove,  remember  to  give 
!t  the  air  of  some  maticeuvrc,  that  the  enemy  may  be 
at  a  loss  wh;it  to  think  of  iL     I  am,  &c 


to  the  aovernor  of  north  carolina-' 

Sir, 

The  great  countenance  and  protection  shown  and 
given  to  deserters,  by  persons  in  the  different  neigh- 
borhoods, from  whence  they  originally  came,  has 
made  that  vice  so  prevalent  in  the  army,  that,  unless 
some  very  effectual  measures  are  fallen  upon  to  pre* 
vent  it,  our  new  army  will  scarcely  be  raised,  before 
it  will  again  dwindle  and  waste  away  from  that  cause 
alone.  I  know  of  no  remedy  so  effectual,  as  for  the 
different  States  immediately  to  pass  laws,  laying  a 
verj'  severe  penalty  upon  those,  who  harbor  or  fail 
to  give  information  against  deserters,  knowing  them 
to  be  suchp  and  strictly  enjoining  all  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  officers  of  militia  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  and  apprehend  all  such  persons,  as  shall  return 
from  the  army  without  a  discharge.  In  order  that 
this  most  salutary  measure  may  be  carried  speedily 
into  execution,  I  have  not  only  desired  Congress  to 
recommend  it  to  the  different  States,  but  have  myself 
wrote  circular  letters  to  them  all,  pressing  their  com- 
pliance with  my  request*  Desertion  must  cease  of 
course,  when  the  offenders  find  that  they  have  no 
shelter,     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c" 

^  This  leltcr  was  sent  ai  a  dniulnr  lu  aH  the  SlitCs. 

*  "  Thurt  if  wch  a  lionaiit!  upon  rne  fro»n  ill  cjuarUn  for  money,  wMcli  I  Am 
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TO   GOVERNOR   TKUUBULt- 

StH,  >  FchruwT,  iTn- 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  23d  January  by 
Major  Wyllys,  and  thank  you  for  your  congratula- 
tions upon  our  late  successes^  which  have  been  at* 
tended  with  very  happy  consequcnccSr  as  the  enemy 
have  remained  very  quiet  at  Bninswick  and  Atnboy 
since  the  afTair  at  Princetown. 

I  have  wrote  to  Congress  in  a  very  pressing  man* 
ncr  not  only  to  send  on  a  present  supply  of  money, 
but  to  forward  the  check-books  and  toan-ttckcts  with 
the  greatest  expedition, 

I  most  sincerely  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  pro- 
cure the  immediate  release  of  all  our  officers  and 
soldiers  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  our  enemies ;  but  when  the  chance  of 
war  has  turned  the  scale  against  us  in  point  of  num- 
bers what  more  can  be  done  than  to  give  those  a 
preference  who  have  longest  endured  captivity  ? 
That  I  might  avoid  every  imputation  of  partiality  for 

Hkible  to  answer,  tbat  1  ctn&ul  lit^lp  ogam  [>rcuine  you  \o  uad  on  a  supply. 
The  recruiting  Mirrice  iH  olmott  at  k  itop  faero  foi  waul  ol  muiKjr^  aiid  Oov. 
vniur  TtumbuM  wrksi  tD«  wuid  i\uL\  tt  \^  lotvU^r  ip  in  CvaiKCltvul.  He  iiil4fe, 
tliAE  th«ir  \t-nti  affic^dn  cinnQt  ]iri>cvc<l  in  th«Ir  hticinpu  for  want  ^f  proper 
c}iei{ii«  booki  nnd  nolci :  Imt  (hat  if  the)>  w«rc  fumit-hcd  wilb  tlirm,  Ibcy  cuuM 
■000  E*k(  \t\  d  itulhuciil  ([UAritity  to  Anbwcr  Lhcir  purp[»sc>^  I  ihAll  be  gUd  to 
be  InfonocU  whethn  1  have  <  Hj;h!  m  draw  wairanu  uimn  the  loan  officers  ia 
tlie  diffcfcnt  Mjites,  .  ,  ,  t  tA\M  beg  thai  ytfux^vl)  wxiic  to  ilic  Astctablks 
of  Iha  diJIcRiil  Htaica  cliicI  iti^iit  U|)4ri  their  ptkMint;  a  Uw  iu  tuflirl  a  h'jverc  aod 
hcaiy  penalty  upnn  ihoM  wha  harbor  (tetirrirrx,  knnwbg  them  tn  be  utch. 
Our  army  U  ^hamtlully  ledocnl  by  tle*erlloii,  and  «xcep1  the  people  Iti  the 
eouotfy  can  be  forced  to  ]fivc  Information  when  dctcricn  letum  to  their  old 
net]£bborhoods.  wo  ihoJI  be  obUgrd  to  detach  otic  hall  the  army  to  bmig  back 
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the  officers  of  any  particular  State,  I  have  In  all  my 
le^rs  to  General  Howe,  and  to  Mr.  Loring,  the 
Commissary  of  prisoners,  directed  that  an  equal  pro- 
portion of  officers  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
Stales  be  sent  out.  But  without  paying  any  regard 
to  my  request,  they  liave  given  Pennsylvania  more 
than  her  proportion,  having  never  dischat^cd  one  of 
the  Maryland  officers  taken  on  Long  Island  Major 
Meigs  and  Captain  Hanchet  are  already  released 
We  have  no  general  officer  to  propose  for  Colonel 
Waterbury,  and  if  we  had.  General  Thompson,  who 
was  taken  long  before,  has  a  preference. 

If  General  Howe  does  not  accede  to  the  proposal 
of  Congress  for  giving  up  all  the  Hessian  field 
officers  taken  at  Trenton,  tor  General  Lee,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Hart  and  Major  Wells  will  probably 
come  in  for  their  turn  of  exchange  You,  by  your 
return,  have  sent  in  but  three  captains,  and  I  have 
convinced  Major  Wyllys,  who  ranks  as  captain,  that 
I  cannot  consent  to  propose  him  for  one  of  those 
without  doing  injustice  to  Captain  Dearborn,  who 
was  taken  at  Quebec,  ^ist  December,  1775.  and 
Captains  Trowbridge  and  Percival,  taken  the  27th 
August  last  upon  Long  Island.  By  my  state  of  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  a  captain  is  still  due  us.  If 
there  should  be,  I  have  desired  Major  Wyllys  maybe 
accepted  for  him. 

You  mention  the  names  of  several  subalterns  who 
were  taken  upon  Long  Island  and  York  Island,  whose 
release  you  would  wish,  but  there  are  yet  eight  gen- 
tlemen   taken   at  Quebec  who  have   a   right   to  a 


"777] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


213 


preference,  I  have  made  a  proposition  to  General 
Howe,  which,  !f  he  accepts  will  give  great  relief  to 
our  prisoners.  It  is  the  esciblishment  of  an  agent, 
to  reside  in  New  York,  to  see  that  the  prisoners  are 
well  used,  and  to  supply  them  with  necessaries. 

1  should  have  had  no  objection  to  nppointing 
Colonel  Root,  to  the  command  of  a  regiment,  could 
it  po^ibly  be  raised  upon  the  terms  allowed  by  Con- 
gress, which  is  a  bounty  of  20  dollars ;  but  by  your 
State  and  that  of  Massachusetts  having  given  an  ad* 
ditionaJ  bounty  of  33^  dollars,  not  a  man  can  be  raised 
till  the  eight  regiments  allotted  to  your  State  are  full. 
I  have,  I  may  say,  unfortunately  given  seven  of  the 
additional  regiments  to  gentlemen  of  New  England, 
and  I  was  under  the  strongest  hopes  that  they,  from 
their  iniluence,  would  have  soon  filled  their  regi- 
ments; but  I  cannot  suppose  that  men  will  enlist 
for  a  bounty  of  20  dollars,  with  them,  when  they  can 
get  53^  dollars  from  this  State*    I  have  the  honor,  &c' 


TO  majokk;enekal  heath. 
Deak  Sir, 

Your  two  favors  of  tin;  30th  la*it  month  reached  me 
last  night     I  cannot  say  but  1  was  a  good  deal  sur- 

<  **The  G«nrni]  positi^ctjr  forbtdi  wS\  ncniiting  Ofliccn  vhtlfvvr.  giving  a 
graftiei  bounty  lor  men,  or  making-  Lhcm  «ny  oihct  prom^het,  Ihau  what  ii  pv- 
tJcularly  mi:ntluaitil  in  (be  RcwLvr  iif  Coiiicicu  fur  that  hciviLv.  noi  dock  lie 
•dmil  of  OtHcvn  inlutJng  men  out  ot  one  ^UT«.  to  tervc  En  4notb«r,  ntilon 
tliey  arc  of  the  addtUonA]  BottAhoiii,  f  h«  Conf  rcu't  omi  R«|[l.  or  the  Tnin  of 
Artillery^  without  S|iflciaJ  urtlon  imu«J  for  Umi  pnqiosc ;  (^rMl  inconFCniencc 
>nd  IbjuMloc  %Mtig  thndrom,  ind  ncccitory  to  be  prevtmccL"— On/zr^ 
Jh^  lU  FcbfUAi;,  1777. 
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prised  and  disappointed  at  the  contents.  I  never  was 
very  sanguine,  as  to  any  thing  more  being  cffectcdp 
than  to  oblige  the  garrison  either  to  surrender  or 
evacuate  Fort  Independence  and  retire  within  the 
Island.  As  neither  has  been  done.  I  wish  your 
summons  had  never  been  sent,  as  I  am  fearful  it  will 
expose  us  to  the  ridicule  of  our  enemies.  By  faHing 
back  as  far  as  you  have  done,  one  valuable  purpose 
of  your  going  down  is  lost*  and  that  is,  depriving  the 
enemy  of  the  forage  of  which  they  arc  in  extreme 
want,  and  collecting  it  for  our  own  use" 

If  my  accounts  from  Bnmswic  are  true,  the  enemy 
have,  notwithstanding  your  being  upon  their  backs, 
drawn  considerable  reinforcements  from  New  York. 
If  so,  and  you  think  that  nothing  of  consequence  can 
be  effected  by  you  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kings- 
bridge,  I  would  have  you  leave  a  sufficient  force  at 

'  Thi>  »peditJon  wan  orl^nall;  «  project  of  the  Coavtncion  of  New  Yark, 
ttod,  bf  til*  «>ti»til  and  order  of  G«n«nl  Waslifiigroo.  tr1ii>  aUo  had  «  Ivgcf 
objcci  in  view,  it  woi  put  under  the  direction  q{  Gmtr«3  Hcaith,  oi  tbc  Conti- 
nental commander  \r\  thai  dtsliict-  Ctonoral  John  Morin  Scoti  hfdJcd  a  body 
of  tbc  New  York  cu-opcrating  miHiia.  Thia  ijcr^tkcnan  uid  Mr.  WiUbm  DucFi 
bcth  mcaiticn  of  the  Convrmion,  were,  wiih  two  or  three  oih«n,  ippoinltd  « 
committee  1^  muugc  ihc  nfinir  ia  behalf  nf  ihut  aaicmbly  \—AfS.  y^-wruil  ff/ 
ikf  dnifnfiiin.  l)rc:rm1>Pr  ly^'i^  Ti».t.  33d,  177^-  Thty  wTi>ti»  >;^pafaiHf  to 
CcnonI  WathliiGton,  dlttipprovLne  the  tnjinncr  in  whjcli  Otc  attempt  had  been 
condvcted.    Gencnl  PamnH  cKpret^ed  himtclf  to  tlie  flame  eflfcct. 

In  reply  to  the  Above  letter,  GcueraJ  tlcalh  nroic  :— "  When  I  T«cdv&d  youf 
Kxcclleiicy'»  ordcn  to  murch  i^rwoids  Kingi^brldge.  nothing  could  tie  iDur« 
n|{re««b1e  ;  bnt  I  cannot  «ay  th«1  lh«  tftUing  eomraand  t>i  a  body  of  troops  vn- 
tltely  militia  wot  %o.  It  witb  indeed  fftr  nlhrrvisev  Upon  my  atiival  bcrnretht  * 
fort  I  summoned  the  garriton  tovtrrendcr,  «i  your  Eii^ellcncy  i^tcnKildc  U  th« 
praciici:  on  ihc  fir»i  inveiling  of  a  place.  And  thii  I  did  b  pfirtioiUr  at  the 
nution  cif  n  gcntlemaji  before  I  left  Pe«kskiJI>  an  ii  was  luppo^  the  gUTUKm  j 
comattvi  vt  Hv^iJBn  ij-nopit,  ^nd  from  somfi  prccodJng  circDmslancca  u  luighl 
Adsvrcf  a  veiy  eoocl  pufi>osc.  And  although  some  of  Lh«  enemy  mjiy  Inugh  alA 
foft  being  summoned  «Jid  not  taken,  I  beU«ire  they  Mrill  Acuxely  publiih  the 
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Peekskill  to  make  the  passes  seaire,  and  throw  the 
remainder  over  the  river  with  orders  to  march  imme- 
diately down  here.  For  if  the  troops  return  from 
Rhode  Island,  and  do  not  fmd  you  in  Westchester 
county,  they  will  certiiinly  join  their  main  body  at 
Brunswic,  and  the  garrison  of  York  Island  may  likewise 
be  much  reduced,  and  the  troops  drawn  from  thence 
be  likewise  sent  here.  We  must,  in  that  casCp  collect 
a]l  our  force  to  oppose  theirs.  I  wish  we  could 
possibly  have  foreseen,  that  the  diversion  upon  your 
side  would  not  have  had  the  desired  effect ;  for  with 
the  additions  of  the  three  thousand  four  hundred 
men,  that  have  been  with  yon,  we  could  have  dis* 
traded  the  enemy  with  a  varietj-  of  attacks,  and 
made  some  considerable  advantages.  The  report  uf 
Carlcton's  army  having  joined  Howes  is  certainly 
without  foundation. 

nnunoim.  AfUr  (hU  T  fAllet!  a.  counrfl  nf  wir.  «&  t  ^\t\  in  evtry  fntttn^r  nf 
Importtncc  during  oar  conllniuuicc  bcfort  the  fnrt,  KtiA  in  every  one  o(  Uicmlhc 
council  wiiuninimmu,  IhiivcUkctuhclibpitjroiendosingoneDf  ihcm,  namdy, 
iJuH  prcctdinn  our  pomovil,  by  vrhich  your  Exc^llpncy  wUJ  percdve,  that  Ihc 
brnding  of  Lonl  Pvrvy  %*>  kurrouad  u  vu  duI  lu  muth  ma  mendoncd^  The 
(mu  wen  briefly  th«H.  Th^  troopi  v«r«  scaElerod  in  «  circio  of  mat^  ihAa 
d|^t  milw-  Wc  iHed  to  hui  ihcm,  but  Ihc  nin  had  driven  four  <J  GcnerAl 
Liacotn'i  roginmb  from  tbeir  huli,  with  Ihe  Ion  o(  nrarty  tU  their  ammunj. 
lion.  Tli«  0ii«my  Uul  nUivd  ctrlj'  one  ciumiiig  mid  turpriwd  one  uf  our 
oiil4^«rd«-  The  regiment  neAic«t  the  p]«ce  wab  Htniclc  wilh  *  jiAnfc.  *nd 
h^  quilled  tluiT  qunrlcrji,  lcAvtn|t  their  baggdj*G,  The  iroopn  wen  ro  hcaI- 
tn^  »»  noi  to  W,  cnltot,1(id  jn  Ic**  than  twn  «r  rhrrif  hmirs  ;  in  ^rhiVh  c«vr 
tloM  tbit  were  quAiiood  wlthm  cannon-OiU  o(  the  fnrt  vouL<J  (^  eiittrrly  cut 
1«  piece*  before  Ihcy  couM  be  4uppori«l.  A  diffidence  And  uneuinieu  were 
dtiCOfcred  in  even  Ihc  bmvect  officors,  in  luch  A  aiuation,  and  a  univeaftl 
dolre  («  |{ct  uiocc  blvuiU^eoiuly  quwleied.  Every  officei  objected  (o  a 
ttOem,  fti  (hey  jpprfhended  the  mihiii  inide<|niiiet0iuch  an  enlerpriie.  £veTy 
litrpote  It  woi  tup^-crtcd  wDuM  be,  md  b44  been,  anitrered  by  the  troops  fii 
their  prcwnl  cAntonmvbt,  cictpt  thtit  of  reducing  the  foift." — Letter^  Febrntry 
6tk. 
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The  securing  the  forage  in  West  Chester  County, 
for  our  own  use,  or  depriving  the  enemy  from  carry- 
ing it  oH  for  theirs,  is  an  object  of  so  much  moment, 
that  I  desire  some  measures  may  yet  be  fallen  upon 
to  effect  one  or  the  other.  Suppose  a  light  body  of 
troops,  under  an  active  officer,  sufficient  to  repel  any 
foraging  parties  of  the  Enemy,  except  they  came  out 
in  very  large  bodies,  should  be  left  behind,  and  sta- 
tioned as  near  Kingsbridge  as  possible.  While  they 
kept  a  good  lookout  they  never  could  be  surjjHscd. 
for  not  being  encumbered  with  any  baggage,  they 
could  always  move  at  a  moment's  warning  if  the 
Enemy  came  out  with  a  superior  force,  and  move 
back  when  they  returned.  This  would  oblige  them 
to  forage  with  such  large  covering  parties,  that  it 
would  in  a  manner  harrass  their  troops  to  death.  We 
have  found  the  advantage  of  such  practices  with  us, 
for  by  keeping  four  or  five  hundred  men  far  ad* 
vanced,  we  not  only  oblige  them  to  forage  with 
parties  of  1,500  and  2,ocxj  to  covcr^  but  every  now 
and  then  give  them  a  smart  brusK  Your  Waggons 
might  always  safely  be  at  work  in  the  rear  of  your 
party,  for,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  Kingsbridge  is 
the  only  point  from  whence  the  Enemy  can  issue. 
As  to  the  number  necessary  for  the  above  purpose,  I 
would  have  you  consult  Mr  Duerand  the  gentlemen 
who  best  know  the  Country.  After  fixing  that 
matter,  you  will  next  determine  what  number  are  to 
be  left  at  Peekskill,  and  I  would  have  the  remainder 
immediately  marched  forward  to  join  me.  One 
thing  I  would  wish  you  to  observe,  that  is,  that  the 
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Troops  that  come  over  should  be  those  who  have  the 
longest  time  to  serve  In  one  of  your  former  letters, 
you  desired  leave  to  return  for  a  while  to  New  Eng- 
land, when  the  service  would  admit  of  iL  I  have  no 
objection  to  your  doing  it  after  you  have  made  the 
arrangements  recommended  above,  !  must  only  wish 
that  you  will  return  as  soon  as  your  private  affairs 
will  admit,  for  several  of  the  genera!  officers  are  de- 
sirous of  making  a  visit  to  their  respective  homes, 
before  the  campaign  opens  in  the  spring, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c- 


TO    MAJUKKiENERAL    HEATH* 

MoRKiiTTOWN,  a  Pcbnmy,  t?77. 

Dear  Sir, 

This  letter  is  in  addition  to  my  public  one  of  this 
date:  It  is  to  hint  to  you,  and  I  do  it  with  concern, 
that  your  conduct  is  censjred  (and  by  men  of  sense 
and  judgment,  who  have  been  with  you  on  the  expe- 
dition to  Fort  Independence,)  as  being  fraught  with 
too  much  caution,  by  which  the  army  has  been 
disappointed,  and  in  some  degree  disgraced.  Your 
summons,  as  you  did  not  attempt  to  fulfil  your  threats, 
was  not  only  idle  but  farcical,  and  will  not  fail  of 
turning  the  laugh  exceedingly  upon  us.  These 
things  I  mention  to  you  as  a  friend,  for  you  will  per* 
ceive  that  they  have  composed  no  part  of  my  public 
letter-  Why  you  should  be  so  apprehensive  of  being 
surrounded,  even  if  Lord  Percy  had  landed,  I  cannot 
conceive*     You  know  that  landing  men,  and  procuring 
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horses,  are  not  the  work  of  an  hour,  a  day,  or  even  a 
week. 

Upon  the  whole  it  appears  to  me  Irom  informa- 
tion, that,  if  you  had  pushed  vigorously,  upon  your 
first  going  to  Fort  Independency  the  post  would  have 
been  carried  ;  and  query  may  it  not  yet  be  taken  by 
surprise  ?  It  IS  nothing  for  a  party  of  light  troops  to 
march  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  in  the  course  of  five  or 
six  houra  An  expedition  therefore  undertaken  with 
precaution,  and  conducted  with  secrecy  in  a  dark 
night,  may  be  attended  with  fortunate  consequences, 
I  drop  this  hint;  you  may  improve  or  reject  it,  as 
circumstances  will  justify.  Too  large  a  body  for  such 
an  enterprise  might  be  unwieldy,  and  expose  the 
measure  to  discovery.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c' 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRRSS. 

Moftfti&TowN.  ;  Febniiiy.  itT7- 
SlR. 

I  am  honored  with  yours  of  the  24  January  with 
sundry  Resolves  of  Congress  and  a  petition  of  Monsr. 
PclHsicr's  inclosed*  I  am  not  the  proper  [person]  to 
refer  the  Petition  to,  as  I  am  no  judge  of  his  merit 
as  an  Engineer,  having  never  had  an  opportunity  of 

'**  Uauy  parvons  tre  extremely  diAUiUFi^cl  wilh  numSon  of  ibc  Gcnenl  offi' 
CCnof  ibc  hii:hcbi  rrink.  I  don't  mcftn  Uie  Commander  tn  Chief>  hfa  cbaracier 
U  justly  very  hil|>1i,  bui  Schuyler,  Pulnsm.  Spencer,  IIcaEh,  Arc  thought  by  very 
fen  to  be  i:ap<b)c  of  the  grcal  coramajid  ihcy  hold,  Wc  hear  of  none  ol  their 
heroic  dcodt  of  arras,  I  wiih  ihcy  would  all  rcwgn.  For  my  port,  I  will  YOle 
upon  tli«  genuine  priu<:Lplcb  of  a  npubtic  for  a  wt,yi  cteotioii  of  General  ofliccn 
fuinually.  and  every  mjin  thcill  hiive  my  content  to  be  left  out  who  do«  not  give 
nfficcQl  proof  of  bii  qual^liatioQ."--^''^''  '^<^"<'  ^  ^"  ■^/'>  3i  Fcbnufy, 
1777. 
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seeing  any  of  his  performances.  At  any  rate  I  do 
not  see  the  necessity  of  appointing  him  or  any  other 
person  principal  Engineer,  at  Ticonderogat  for  that 
would  exclude  any  other,  tho'  of  superior  Abilities 
from  being  sent  therp.  Besides  as  a  Corps  of  I£n- 
gineers  will  in  all  probability  be  soon  est;;blished, 
Monsn  Pcllistcr's  Rank  can  then  be  settled  with  more 
propriety. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  any  of  my  former  Letters 
that  I  had  appointed  Capt  Nathaniel  Guest '  of  Vir- 
ginia to  th*^  command  o(  a  Regiment  to  be  raised 
upon  the  Frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Carolina,  and  I 
have  directed  him  !f  possible  to  bring  a  Company  or 
two  of  Cherokee  Indians,  If  they  can  be  procured 
tlicj'  will  answer  two  valuable  purposes,  one  as  excel- 
lent Scouts,  the  other,  that  they  will  be  in  fact  Hos- 
tages, and  will  secure  the  good  behavior  of  their 
Nation, 

Major  Bland,  conunaiidaiit  of  the  Virginia  Horse, 
has  desired  to  know  whether  there  is  not  a  necessity 
of  giving  a  Bounty  and  reinlisting  his  Regiment  as 
continental  Troops.  They  were  inlisted  to  serve  in 
the  Colony  and  the  Men  were  with  some  difficulty 
prevailed  upon  to  march  hither,  but  the  Major  thinks 
they  would  be  entirely  reconciled  upon  receiving  the 
Bounty, 

I  received  a  Letter  from  Mr  Chase  desiring  I 
would  appoint  proper  persons  to  make  enquiry  into 
and  take  depositions  concerning  the  Behavior  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Troops  in  Jersey,     This  would 
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be  an  endless  task,  as  their  line  of  march  is  marked 
with  devastation,  and  is  a  thing  of  such  public  noto- 
riety, that  it  demands  no  further  proof.  I  remon- 
strated with  Genl.  Howe  upon  the  treatment  of  our 
wounded  at  Princetown  ;  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
letter  from  him.  that  he  disavows  and  detests  the 
proceeding.  But  I  fear  that  too  much  encourage- 
ment ih  given  to  such  barbarous  Behavior,  by  the 
British  officers,  for  in  a  late  skirmish  in  which  Sir 
William  Erskine  commande<i,  Lieut  Kelly  of  the 
5th  Virginia  Regiment  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  but  b(?fore  he  could  get  off  the  field,  he  was 
overtaken,  and  murthered  in  a  most  cruel  manner. 
General  Stephen  informed  me  that  he  would  write  to 
Sir  William  and  inform  him,  that  unless  such  prac- 
tices were  put  a  stop  to,  our  Soldiers  would  not  be 
restrained  from  making  retaliation/ 

By  a  letter  from  General  Heath,  of  the  30th  of  last 
month,  I  find  that  he  had  decamped  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Kingsbridgc,  and  removed  back  towards 
the  White  Plains,  His  reasons  for  doing  so  were, 
that  the  troops  could  not  stand  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  and  that  he  feared  the  troops  expected 
from  Rhode  Island  would  land  upori  his  back,  I 
have,  however,  directed  him  to  have  a  body  of  light 

^  "T  ehajl  Ihcrcron  employ  jiome  proper  person  to  l&ke  thcr  depoaitiom  of 
people  m  the  different  p^rih  of  Uie  prwifioe  of  New  Jcrwy,  who  have  been 
plandcrcd  tfierha\in£  loken  proiccilou  anil  mbi>crllicil  the  DccUniioa. 

"  One  thing  T  muit  Tcmiuk  id  Cbvoi  of  llic  Hc^irjanii,  and  thaC  ik»  tEut  out 
people,  wlia  luLVC  hocn  (inuiiLrrx.  |>«inrriOly  aeree  thai  ihcj  nrcH^d  much 
kinder  Ireatincnt  troMi  i)i«n.  than  from  the  llntUh  <iRiccr«  iitid  ^loldieif.  'Hw 
boiborilics  jit  Princeton  were  «U  commiitcd  h)  Ihc  ltrlti>h,  there  bcin^  tio  Hc^ 
stJUiA  (here." — iVaihiftptn  is  :>iim»ui  LAi^te,  5  tcbnury,  1777, 
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troops  under  an  active  officer,  in  order  to  harass  their 
foraging  parties,  and  to  cover  our  own,  who  are  to 
remove  as  much  of  the  forage  from  Westchester 
county  as  they  can  ;  and,  after  leaving  as  many  men 
as  vrill  secure  the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  the  remain* 
dcr  are  to  be  sent  over  here  to  join  me  ;  for  I  am  ap- 
prehensive that  the  enemy  are  reinforcing  themselves 
at  Brunswic.  I  shall  to-morrow  send  out  parties 
from  every  quarter  to  remove  all  the  wagons,  horses, 
cattle,  and  sheep,  or  as  many  as  possible,  from  the 
neighborhood  of  the  enemy's  lines.  They  are  to 
attend  particularly  to  the  horses;  for,  if  we  can  reduce 
those  that  they  at  present  have,  and  can  hinder  them 
from  getting  fresh  ones  from  the  adjacent  country,  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  move  their  artillery 
and  wagons  forwani,  should  they  incline  to  make 
another  push  towards  Philadelphia. 

Nothing  of  consequence  has  happened  since  I 
wrote  to  you  last, except  a  skirmish  on  the  ist  of  this 
month  five  or  six  miles  from  Brunswic  landing,  be* 
tween  our  advanced  parties  about  seven  hundred  in 
the  whole,  and  upwards  of  two  thousand  of  the 
Enemy  under  Sir  William  ErsJcine.  The  Heat  of 
the  engagement  was  between  Colo.  Scott  of  the  5th 
Virginia  Regiment,  who  with  about  one  hundred 
men,  beat  back  two  hundred  of  the  British  Grena- 
diers. Several  other  Officers  behaved  with  great 
spirit,  but  there  is  some  reason  to  suspect  that  Colo, 
Andrew  Ward  who  commanded  our  main  Body,  did 
not  behave  altogether  as  he  ought 


ats 


THE  WniTiNGS  OF 


t"777 


I  have  ordered  a  Court  upon  him,  thai  the  matter 
may  be  fairly  canvassed,  and  that  he  may  stand 
condemned  or  acquitted  by  the  Evidence  of  those 
who  were  present.  Colo,  Bucknerof  the  6th  Virginia 
Regiment  who  was  under  Arrest  upon  a  charge  of 
coNvardice,  broke  his  parole  and  went  over  to  Bucks 
County,  I  suppose  with  an  intent  to  make  his  Escape, 
but  I  dispatched  a  Troop  of  Light  Horse  after  him, 
who  brought  him  back  yesterday,  and  he  Is  to  take 
his  tryal  on  Friday. 

The  smallpox  has  made  such  head  in  cverj*  quar- 
ter, that  I  find  it  impossible  to  keep  it  from  spreading 
through  the  whole  army  in  the  natural  way.  I  have 
therefore  determined,  not  only  to  inoculate  all  the 
troops  now  here  chat  have  not  had  it,  but  shall  order 
Dr.  Shippen  to  inoculate  the  recruits  as  fast  as  they 
come  to  Philadelphia-  They  will  lose  no  time,  because 
they  will  go  through  the  disorder  while  their  clothing, 
arms,  and  accoutrements  are  getting  ready- 

From  the  first  institution  of  civil  government,  it 
has  been  the  national  policy  of  every  precedent  State 
to  endeavor  to  engage  its  members  to  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  by  the  obligation  of  some  oath-  Its  force  and 
happy  inHuence  have  been  felt  in  too  many  instances 
to  need  any  arguments  to  support  the  policy  or  prove 
its  utility,  I  have  often  thought  the  States  have 
been  too  negligent  in  this  particular,  and  am  more 
fully  convinced  of  it  from  the  effect  Genc:ral  Howe's 
excursion  has  produced  in  New  Jersey,  An  oath  is 
the  only  substitute  that  can  be  adopted  to  supply  the 
defect  of  principle  By  our  inattention  in  this  article, 
we  lose  a  considerable  cement  to  our  own  force,  and 
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give  the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  make  the  first 
tender  of  che  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King.  Its 
baneful  influence  is  but  too  severely  felt  at  this  time 
The  people  generally  confess  they  were  compelled  to 
take  protection,  and  subscribe  the  DedaraiioHt  yet  it 
furnishes  many  with  arguments  to  refuse  taking  any 
active  part ;  and  further  they  allege  themselves  bound 
to  a  neutrality  at  least.  Many  conscientious  people, 
who  were  well-wishers  to  the  cause,  had  tliey  been 
bound  to  the  States  by  an  oath,  \vould  have  suffered 
any  punishment  rather  than  have  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  King;  and  are  now  lost  to  our  in- 
terest forwant  of  this  necessary  tie.  Notwithstanding 
the  obligations  of  the  AssociatwHy  they  do  not  con- 
ceive it  to  have  the  same  effect  as  an  oath.  The  more 
united  the  inhabitants  appear,  the  greater  difficulty 
General  Howe  will  liave  in  reconciling  them  to  regal 
government,  and  consequently  the  less  hope  of  con- 
quering them.  For  these  reasons,  and  many  more 
that  might  be  urged,  1  should  strongly  recommend  to 
every  State  to  fix  upon  some  oath  or  affirmation  of 
allegiance,  to  be  tendered  to  all  the  inhabitants  with- 
out exception,  and  to  outlaw  those  that  refuse  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


TO    BRIGADIER-OENKRAL   ARNOLD. 

MoAtinowN,  &  February,  1777* 

Dear  Str, 

I  was  this  evening  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  and  am  sorry  to  find  the  forces  now 
assembled  in  Rhode  Island  are  not  competent  to  the 

'  Read  in  Copgreta  Fcbnuiy  Mtb. 
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projects  you  have  in  view."  The  propriety  of  the 
attack,  or  of  the  plan,  I  cannot  determine.  The 
map  you  sent,  and  for  which  1  return  you  my  thanks, 
gives  me  an  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  Island,  but 
not  so  accurately  as  to  pronounce  upon  the  matter 
with  precision.  If  the  attack  can  be  made,  with  a 
strong  probability,  almost  amounting  to  a  certainty 
of  success,  it  is  much  to  be  desired ;  otherwise  I 
would  not  advise  it ;  for,  as  a  favorable  issue  would 
be  productive  of  the  most  valuable  and  important 
consequences,  so  on  the  other  a  miscarriage  would 
lead  to  those  of  the  most  melancholy  nature.  I  have 
wrote  General  Spencer  on  the  subject,  wishing  every 

'  Gencrrls  Sp^ncct  and  AmoH,  who  were  sucioncd  at  rrovidcuttr,  hid 
lonuixl  ji  ploi^  for  atiEickmg  rht  enemy  on  lUiodc  islAnd^  When  the  enem^'ii, 
foiTtes  Rnl  landed  al  Newport,  llic]r  ei^n^Utl  o(  eleven  rcgimcnls  of  Drilish 
antt  /ooT  \A  Hcw^mns  uTouimting  in  aU  Ik*  abuui  sis  ilioutiuirl  men-  On  the 
9ist  of  January  (wo  ihnnMnd  of  ihcur  men  emharkcd  in  IvcnLj'-four  immports, 
and  tftiled  oul  of  thehatboEfltlt  wuKUppcAcdforNcwVork.  Thb  <linuniftked 
the  numbcn  on  the  Island  lo  much,  ihni  il  was  Thought  on  nilempt  to  disfodge 
then  mJght  be  made  with  a  fair  ptoipect  of  bucccu.  A  [l^n  was  laid  fov  thia 
pUip«« ;  but  (here  were  only  four  ihooftand  troops  *L  Piovidcnoe,  and  tbo*« 
moidy  raw  militia,  and  not  more  than  one  tboiuand  more,  of  the  uxinc  dctcrip- 
tioci,  were  CKiwctcd,  This  force  wis  not  deemed  sufiidcnt  in  quality  or  siren^Ui 
to  allack.  under  many  ditadranUgea,  fortified  poili  mannrd  by  letenns  \  and 
therefore  ^peiicor  and  Amold  rcquNttd  pttuiIiLftiuii  to  coll  lo  thvix  iHiBUnce 
fcmr  or  live  re^mcnU  of  Conliaental  Iroopi  from  MowichuRCtl*  an^  Copnocti- 
rut  Afl«r  maktni:  conadersN*  prn^arai^^n.  awl  toma  inclTrcliiiLl  iitC«i>ipU  to 
prucurr  men  in  the  udjouiruj;  St.ttca,  the  euterphkc  wokGnilly  laid  i^idr^  im- 
practicable  whhtlief^rccitc  comniand.     On  Mafchjd,  Wabhin(;li'>i]a(;nin  wmic  : 

"  I  mu«t  recall  your  aiicntloii  tu  what  I  hav«  bdorv  tild  on  thcMibjcctof 
jruur  JJiteJideil  aLiHLk.  Vuu  lauiil  be  HciL^iblc,  tlui  the  mml  «i:iiou>  illGuu*e> 
qufncv  may  and  would  probably  rt«u}t  from  \\,  in  comt  nf  fatlunr  ;  and  pmdcvco 
dicLates.  Ibnt  it  should  be  cnutiuubly  cininincd  in  all  ita  poinit  before  ii  ffl 
attempted,  Unbbi  your  )itrea|-tti  and  dreiimitanccik  bo  «(ich,  tha£  you  (on 
Ttftwnablj  proinihC  yourt^lf  A  tnoml  «riaiHty  of  succeeding,  1  would  hjive 
you  by  all  means  reliuquUh  the  underLakiti^.  and  oonnnc  yimnelf,  In  the  main, 
to  ft  defensive  oppokilioiu" 
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thing  respecting  the  measure  lo  be  duly  weighed, 
previous  to  an  attempt,  and  consented,  that  if,  ^fter 
mature  deliberation  had  of  oil  circumstances,  the 
ofliccrs  esteem  the  enterprise  advj&ablc,  that  four  or 
five  Continental  regiments  may  be  called  in  aid.  I 
suggested  to  him  the  dif!icLi1ty  of  passing  a  river  to 
attack  an  enemy,  and  of  making  a  good  retreat  in 
ciise  of  repulse-  This  is  obvious,  and  I  am  satisfied 
will  not  escape  your  attention.  Whatever  may  be 
determined  on  I  trust  will  be  founded  in  prudence, 
and  I  hope  crowned  with  success.*     *     •     * 


TO  BRIGADIER-GENERAL   PARSONS." 

MoftktFTOWx,  S  Febnniy,  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  yours  of  the  3d  Inst.     Since 
General  Heath,  by  his  retreat  to  White  Plains,  lias 

'  "  The<t«i)cral  l«  InforfDcd,  that  mjuif  fnudt  nnd  abiiKcs  have  bcca  con* 
■dtleri  of  Uk,  by  mndry  uMicrv*  wha  oJter  InlJatJnif  b  uiic  rrf^mcDt,  «nd  re- 
Cvhrinc  the  Rounly  allowed  by  ConKrcftt.  have  dcsencd,  ijillittcJ  \\\  oMic-tx.  and 
r«ciivcl  new  Doitniict.  for  prcvcntiop  of  tuch  iinjuKi  tnd  infamoiu  praciicch, 
commiQdi&itricily  enjoin*  iJ]  officef*  of  the  CantincaioJ  Army  to  use  thdr 
ulmosi  cndenvon  tad«eect  tho*e  trhokhill  b«  gnillf  of  lucb  offencci,  and  ihtm 
luving  upprvhcndcd,  they  cauk  la  bci  fofihvrilb  Cncd  by  a  GoDcrU  Court  Mu< 
thil,  ihftl  ili*7  mty  hi-  dralt  with  occnrdtng  tn  thrir  (Time*. 

"  Tli«  General  Ihioki  |>roper  to  decLur  tlial  thu  ofleacc  \\  of  the  moit  iraor^ 
moua  tjid  lldL|;rant  nature,  and  not  tilmitling  of  the  leatl  iialtinliun  <jr  caicuMr ; 
whowcvM  are  oanvict^d  ih«r«of,  and  ficniciiccd  lo  die.  may  cuonicler  ihdr 
exccuiJon  certain  and  iiLCvlcablc. 

"  Thai  tiieb  impoiiitloM  m^y  br  |«ia  pfaeljcable  every  uflictr  engjigod  in  ll» 
PMmldnc  icfvlee  ii  re<tiiiroi  lo  have  a  piece  of  blue,  rot  or  yetUnv  Klbband  or 
Tape,  fixKl  in  the  Hat  of  eat^h  loldier  recruited,  at  the  lime  of  eoliflmeni, 
which  he  ihall  codstontly  we^r.  undn-  pain  of  rt^iriviii^  3q  L»he4,  'tUl  the 
Rcflneui  or  Coipi  to  trhicli  ht  bclunj^s  ii  aaAemblvd  aad  jotna  tbe  Army."*^ 
Crdrriy  St*I,  6  February.  1777. 

*  GcomI  ParM>iu  »u  nov  in  Cocaeclicol,  with  onlcn  to  npcrintond  (be 
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given  the  enemy  time  to  recover  themselves,  1  do  not 
know  at  this  time  what  can  be  better  done  in  that 
quarter  than  adopting  the  plan  you  propose^  of  cross- 
ing over  to  the  east  end  of  Long  Islaad  and  destroy- 
ing the  forage.  I  am  so  fully  convinced  of  the  good 
effects  of  this  enterprise,  that  I  have  ordered  it  to  be 
done  generally  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy 
here,  in  which  success  has  attended  us  to  our  utmost 
wish.  You  will  endeavor  at  the  same  lime  to  bring 
oflTall  the  draft-horses  fit  for  service.  Colonel  Henry 
Livingston,  of  the  New  York  State,  was  lately  with 
me,  and  has  my  orders  to  this  purport  With  him 
you  will  please  to  concert  a  good  plan. 

From  the  enclosed  proclamation  you  will  be  able 
to  regulate  your  conduct  with  regard  to  the  Tories. 
No  form  of  an  oath  of  allegiance  is  yet  drawn  up,  but 
you  can  easily  strike  off  one.  that  will  answer  the  end 
designed-  They  have  permission  to  carry  in  with 
them  their  necessary  wearing  apparel,  but  nothing 
that  can  possibly  be  useful  to  the  enemy.  Their 
estates  must  be  secured  till  the  civil  power  determine 
what  shall  be  done.  I  have  written  to  the  New  Eng- 
land States  on  the  subject  of  arming  the  troops  they 
are  to  raise.     You  will  get  their  answer.     You  will 

EccniiiOK  lervlce  in  ihai  Suie,  ind  1o  fonmrd  tbe  m^it  to  the  ^rmy  ti  f>n  ii 

they  could  be  got  in  i««ii)nc3s.  He  sugpslcd  ■  pl^n  lor  9^  descent  ujioo  tbo 
ciiicm  parts  of  Long  Island,  and  ingntred  of  Gcncml  Waihinginn  in  whil  light 
the  inhabiiinta,  who  had  taken  an  oaih  of  allegtoQcc  to  the  Kinj;.  ifaouJd  be 
conndertfd,  and  wb«th«i  Ihi  oalalu  of  those,  who  had  tEiken  an  active  part 
ft^rut  Ihc  country.  Bhodld  be  regarded  a*  cnunj's  propertjr.  The  inoculatitm 
of  the  tmij]i>i  fof  ihe  BmAll-jiDx  cauxaI  %  deliij  of  ^U  plaa  tiU  \\  wtm  (ov  l«l<  in 
rhe  Mftkfin  lo  mult*  tho  ntlrmpt,  thvy  bein|[  ordered  In  the  moantisi*  to  join 
the  maia  army, 
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please   to  publish   the  enclosed   general   order.*     I 
am,  &c* 

TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  SCHUYLER- 

MoKM&TOWM,  QFebnuTT,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  now  before  me  your  several  favors  of  the 
55th  &  30th  iilto,,  and  of  the  ist  instant,  for  which  I 
return  you  my  thanks.     •     *     « 

I  sliould  hope  that  General  Carlcton  will  nut  at* 
tempt  to  pass  the  Lakes,  before  we  can  get  a 
sufficient  force  to  oppose  him.  The  enterprise  1 
think  will  be  dangferous  and  attended  with  many 
difticukies.  However,  as  the  defence  and  security 
of  our  posts  in  that  quarter  is  an  object  of  the  first 
importance,  I  have  written  in  the  most  urgent  manner 

>  The  onJcr  «£»iiisi  plundering  contiinfd  Lti  Ihls  volume,  p,  107. 

"SiDce  I  wroi«  to  you  on  (he  8th  Int.  I  have  been  campe^llcd  from  the 
f^irc^ini*  of  Small  pen  in  our  Atmy  to  ^ubmii  to  th?  np^cs»ty  of  Innocu- 
licUia,  &  h4r«  accun)in}{ly  ordtrvd  ^  the  ContinenLol  Trooja  now  herr  A 
CDcnhis  from  tlir  W#*rvrti  Suim^  U>  be  iiinocuUtctl  immecligtely  on  their  arri- 
vit— Vo\]  will  tfacrefore  £ife  cirden  Cor  the  iTinocuInlinf;  the  Connecticut 
Tmvp* ;  and  at  Govr.  Cook  ikdnircd  to  forwird  on  the  RhcKte  Iihnd  Troops 
10  Cooneetfcut  fc^r  ihit  purpoat.  yoa  will  tlv)  hive  pni^wr  AKcnCion  ptiid  lo 
Ihem— I  need  not  recommend  lo  you  the  j^reat»l  Secret j  Anil  iJiBpaieb  in  tbti 
biiaiaea*  %  bcea^itc  a  Mocncnl's  rvHc^tioii  witl  lafona  jrou  that  «hcBld  ihc  Hncray 
discover  our  ftiruAtion  they  nnnoC  fail  laVini;  advanUS^  nf  tt. 

"  Vou  nuy  pcrhnpc  noi  he  aljle  to  rcitoneile  thii  order  wilh  tlic  Knlcrprift 
propoced  in  my  forsirr  L^ter  agt.  Lon|>  Idand,  H  ibnt  con  be  carried  on  at 
Ibewnf  time  with  Innoculalion.  I  trotdd  by  no  moini  have  you  decline;  Knt 
ilone  must  give  wty  lo  the  othe/  (of  vtliiih  yoti  wlU  bo  Ihc  beii  Jad|;e)  Inooc* 
ulatinn.  beinj;  »f  the  jjpe^im  linpori«nc«,  muvl  have  (he  preference  and  tfae 
Entcrprire  laid  aside.  It  will  be  bat  to  dmv  the  Troapi  wlHijh  as  small  a 
drcic  «i  pOttiblc  and  lowiudi  PecktkJlJ  lo  hare  them  Innorulatrd  ;  by  tiui 
meuit.  \\  proper  care  ia  used,  the  danger  nf  the  Inlectiori't  kjire^ullug  will  bo 
■mall  and  (he  Country  hnvc  liut  Ikile  cauhe  to  dnnd  H." — Waikingttfik  i9 
M^ffr^C^m/T^i  PanrHi^   10  F#bniaiy,   1777- 
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to  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire, 
to  forward  on  their  regiments  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, desiring  that  they  may  not  wait  till  they  are 
complete,  but  that  suitable  officers  may  be  left  to 
recruit  for  the  deficiencies.  As  to  forming  the  nor- 
thern army  of  a  mixture  of  troops,  I  think  it  cannot 
be  done,  under  the  peculiar  situation  of  our  aflairs* 
The  posts  on  the  Lakes  arc  much  more  convenient 
to  the  eastern  forces,  than  to  any  other,,  and  they  can 
be  there  sooner,  than  to  other  places,  where  the  aid 
of  the  rest  is  indispensably  necessary  and  loudly 
called  for.  Another  objection  to  the  measure  is, 
that  prejudices  and  Jealousies  have  prevailed  where 
those  of  different  States  have  acted  together,  not- 
withstanding every  possible  exertion  on  my  part  to 
get  them  to  harmonize,  consider  themselves  as  the 
same  people,  engaged  in  the  same  noble  struggle  and 
having  one  common  and  general  interest  to  defend, 
to  biiryand  lay  aside  all  attachments  and  distinctions 
of  a  Local  and  provincial  nature-  These  I  think  are 
not  likely  to  be  entirely  done  away,  especially  if  gen- 
eral officers  should  be  appointed  by  Congress  from 
each  State  for  their  respective  troops.  Indeed,  as 
their  difficulties  have  not  been  reconcilable  heretofore. 
I  hope  their  acting  separately  will  produce  a  laudable 
spirit  of  emulation  to  excel,  and  raise  the  reputation 
of  their  respective  Slates,  tending  in  the  end  to 
advance  the  Interest  and  weal  of  the  whole*  I  have 
wrote  to  Brigr.  Genl  Knox  upon  the  subject  of  an 
Artillerist  and  to  send  you  an  officer  that  he  esteems 
good,  I  could  not  order  up  Major  Lamb  or  any 
particular  officer  lest   I   should   break    in    upon    the 
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General  arrangement  which  comes  more  immediately 
under  his  direction.     1  am,  &c. 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBCTLU 

10  KtbruTT,  1777* 

Sir, 

The  impossibility  of  keeping  the  small-pox  from 
spreading  through  the  army  in  the  natural  way,  has 
determined  us,  upon  the  most  mature  deliberation,  to 
inoculate  all  the  new  troops  that  have  not  had  this 
disorder.  I  have  wrote  to  General  Parsons  to  fix 
upon  some  proper  place,  and  to  superintend  the 
inoculation  of  the  troops  of  your  State,  taking  it 
for  granted  that  you  would  have  no  objection  to  so 
salutary  a  measure,  upon  which  depends  not  only  the 
lives  of  all  the  men  who  have  not  had  the  small-pox, 
but  also  the  health  of  the  whole  army,  which  would 
otherwise  soon  become  a  hospital  of  the  most  loath- 
some kind.  Proper  steps  are  taking  to  inoculate  the 
troops  already  here,  and  all  the  Southern  levies  wilt 
undergo  the  operation  as  they  pass  Philadelphia- 

I  have  wrote  to  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Rhode  Island  to  have  their  troops  also  inoculated, 
and  1  hope  our  army  will  by  thnsc  precautions  be 
entirely  free  of  that  terrible  disorder  the  ensuing 
campaign.  As  the  troops  from  Massachusetts  and 
New  Mampshire  are  ordered  immediately  up  to 
Ticonderoga.  they  can  (as  was  the  case  last  year) 
be  inoculated  there,     1  am,  &c' 

>  ''  I  with  jou  roConcidor  lh«  pnMp»f1  jrcm  hAne  of  niidng  foiir  Rfgimral,  for 
tbo  It  is  my  dnirf  to  promote  mvn  of  Credit  lo  office  uid  to  imk  yet  a  rei^ud 
to  publicli  inicrmi  will  not  auLburixc  their  proinotLom  wiib'^ui  (l>ryc«n  he  of 
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TO   BRIGADIER-OENERAl-    KNOX. 

Mounrowfi,  ii  Februfljy,  1777. 
Dear  Sir* 

I  have  yours  of  the  ist  instant,  enclosing  3  copy 
of  a  memorial  which  you  had  presented  to  the  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.'  I  most  sincerely  wish  that  your 
representation  may  be  attended  with  the  success  it 
deser\'cs,  and  that  I  could  with  propriety  press  the 
subject  of  it  upon  them  in  the  manner  you  desire* 
To  advise  them   to  give  the   bounty  of  Twenty 

tcrrkc  aflCfwaiiJs,  auJ  jaulUplying  ihc  ntimbcr  of  Oflictra  without  RcgimcnU, 
idtl  not  he  Btisiiering  the  tnd  pmpci*f?cl,  vU  ■dding  id  ant  tlrtngih  h\t\  will  be 
(ocumii£  \  heavy  and  large  <ipcnsc,  I  rcgrcl  much  ihc  policy  of  ibe  New 
England  Slatn,  which  has  pvpr  ris«  la  w  maay  ditHculiirs  and  which  T  fear 
witJ  he  icvoraZy  ffU.  1  cannrii  givr  dirci'Eions  for  la  EtUn  bouniy,  thnl  wodd 
be  tppTDving  H  mcaturt  which  X  h»%«  alwajrs  CQndnui«d>  and  which  w  ttx 
frou  bring  |ij«tifi4b1e  has  heim  repnj1>A(ed  by  Congr«M  u  impolilieU  and  is- 
JBiiouB  to  the  public  Cause.  If  the  Gmilemcn  appomid  in  those  GovenimeitU 
li>a  purl  of  tbe  Suteen  additional  Bfttajiom  nuinot  moke  up  Ihcir  Corpa.  the 
trath  of  thM*  obwmtionHwill  tic  tcrilicd,  and  happy  nilL  Jt  b«>  if  themvaBUJ^ 
altOLild  not  eitend  EC*  hanpful  iriE^ucncc  dscwhore.'*^  ffW^i'vff'it  io  C^im^ 
fi^nry  SArrt-ttrrtf,  lO  Februarj-,  1777. 

'  Grnrnl  Knoi  wm  now  in  H<itri-in  fo  n|irdi(0  thr  rii^in|;  nf  n  hitW^Wtta  of 
Vlillcry  in  Nf  awtchuACltt.  The  dJlfcreni  lioaftlioi  vS^^^  t(^  Ti:cruil»  tjy  (be  dif" 
fercnt  States,  particularly  in  New  England,  caui^efl  x  i^ood  deal  of  emharnu^ 
tttent  in  railing  the  Qcw  nrmy,  Congress  had  resolved  lo  oJiow  a  houniy  of 
twenty  doUara  la  every  ipldier  enli^Eing  ^ulo  the  new  citsbli^Uuieul  foi  Uucc 
yean,  or  during  rhp  war.  A  commirrrt  of  delegnles  from  rhe  teveral  KcwRn^ 
land  Statv  had  reccnfly  assembled  at  Providence,  for  (he  purpose  of  confult- 
ing  OD  ^ain  common  to  them  all,  and  particularly  to  take  into  cofuidenlion 
tome  method  of  regulatirig  the  pritnuf  the  neceutaiy  article  of  life,  which  had 
became  ^u  diipmpuitiutirx!  \v  Oie  wngEi  uf  wldien  and  the  laboring  dasaraij 
thai  much  dJiBirwi  wii»  liUrly  ti^  uniuv.  Thin  coinmici**  rvi:ointD«ndrd  lo  vaeh 
of  ihe  Si:it.e«,  which  it«  tnctnbers  npreienfcd,  to  add  a  bounty  of  thirly-1h;ee 
doHarH  and  one  third  (0  the  Conrlncnt^l  bounty  of  tweniy  dotlnn,  in  raising 
their  quolai  of  the  elghty'^iglil  bttia1it>n».  Hnr,  inttefttl  i^f  the  bMuniic*  pro- 
po?(cd  by  the  commUiee,  the  IcgULatufe  of  MA»»chuse((sorfcrcd  douhk  that 
aoioont,  or  slity-sla  dullan  and  Iwo  thirds,  whkh,  added  to  Uie  Coniineniol 
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Pounds  to  the  additional  battalions,  as  well  as  to 
their  quota  of  the  cighty-cight,  would  be  giving  my 
sanction  to  and  approbation  of  a  Measure,  which  I 
have  ever  reprobated,  as  an  indirect  breach  of  the 
Union,  and  of  the  Agreement  entered  into  by  their 
delegates  in  Congroiw  to  give  a  Continental  bounty 
of  Twenty  Dollars  per  man  and  no  more*  tlut  thus 
much  I  have  done.  1  have  wrote  to  the  Council  and 
Assembly,  and  have  given  it  as  my  opinion,  that  ihey 
ought  to  furnish  the  three  additional  regiments  of 
infantry  and  one  of  artillery ;  because,  when  the  Con- 

bonnlf,  nu^te  the  ntmonliiiarir  lum  «if  tfigbty-dx  dolkn  and  tvo  ihlrd^  is  a 
gift  in  aHv*rii7«  to  rvrry  ^'^Ui^r  ttt  ihv  timr  ai  *nliiring  Tt  wot  urged  In 
^xplfttiacicm,  that  Iha  montliJy  pay  oi  the  Coutineniiil  wUtcn  wu  lo  low  u  U> 
afford  no  rcuionabic  inOucvRMnl  for  men  lo  kave  their  farms,  an<I  the  Ir^ak- 
tan  cboftc  thia  mode  o(  giving  ih<ni  a  proper  compcnh^tion  in  prclcnnca  lv  An 
^Blugenuni  oi  their  monthly  p«y.  which  had  been  olijectul  lo  hy  Contr^M  u 
tending  to  produce  dinutirfaction  in  the  Army.  Nvw  Ifftntpahir*  gaw  the  MnM 
bountin  >a  MaMiLcliuMrttt.  In  CoDnoclicat  an  J  Rhode  tftland  additional  boan- 
Ikt  were  likcwiic  i;ivc(i.  Uovemor  Trtirnbull  idv^ncrd  etrong  argumcnii^  in 
a  letter  to  Wishmi^tan^  In  tupporl  ol  llie  Jukitct  %t\i\  policy  cf  thete  bciuiitlet, 
the  boBk  at  which  wu  Uie  g;naCty  Incnued  expentcK  ol  hvlng  unf.c  the  war 
bewail*  ht^^  the  iiupoianriUtj  ihU  the  •oldkr*  In  ihe  New  En^limJ  SlJiLck,  Duny 
ai  whom  BMP  oumcd.  conid  supply  proper  relief  to  \\it\t  U(nili«fc  from  their 
ordinnry  pay.    Special  bounties  were  in  iionic  ce»c«  ipven  by  Ihe  inwnt. 

The  bauoliei  vrre  intended  for  Lhc  eighty-c^sht  hattalfons  only,  but  in 
CoDnecticut,  and  it  is  believed  tn  the  other  Suin,  the  odditJonol  regiments 
were  |iut  on  Ibv  umr  fwtin)*.  Bui  llirre  wa>  a  pdTLJcutu  InconTenlencc  in  this 
altair  of  the  bouolin.  At  tl  npeialed  t>n  Ihv  r^-enlittment  of  ih«  soldier*  already 
in  the  army*  Aii  order  had  becti  isnicd  by  the  Conmnander-b-chiTf,  on  lh« 
i«l  of  h'ehrxiHry.  eipret^ly  fi  ^rbiiJtlin^  An;r  officer  lo  f^ive  or  fromiie  a  greoler 
bounty,  in  ntiKifi);  men  f»r  the  cJKhly-eij'hi  batlaltcintt,  th^n  thil  vfTercd  by 
Coogrctt,  or  lo  cnlitt  ihcm  frotn  the  litir»  ol  one  Stale  to  acrve  ild  ihotc  of 
■sothcr.  The  eonB?3|ucucc  vps,  IhjU  Ibc  toldicvi  from  Ihe  Stitct  nberc  addU 
ikinal  bonntlea  were  allnwrd  WAulfl  n»t  re-enlist,  but  preferreil  to  wait  lill  the 
Ifanes  of  Ihdr  ori|riiia)  entitC&^enti  thould  expire,  and  then  return  home  and 
vecure  the  bounty.  Whatever  cnay  hove  been  the  oecejuity  oi  the  mcRnre,  il 
wu  Ihroneed  with  dilhcutttes  in  every  mode  of  iU  application,  and  wat  a  Koufoe 
of  pcifi1i:)LLti«>  AnJ  veutlion*  lo  Uic  Cciiaui«n4er<in-cUcr. 
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gress  voted  an  addition  of  sixteen  battalions  of  foot, 
four  battalions  of  artillery,  and  three  thousand  light- 
horse,  and  gave  the  appointment  of  them  to  me.  they 
certainly  expected,  though  it  was  not  expressed,  that 
I  should  observe  some  rule  of  proportion  in  allotting 
them  to  the  different  Slates:  and  a  better  I  thoLght 
t  could  not  follow,  than  the  proportion  settled  by 
Congress  themselves  in  fixing  the  quotas  of  the 
eighty-eight  battalions.  Upon  this  scale  three  bat- 
talions of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery  was  but  a 
moderate  demand  upon  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts  ; 
for  there  has  been  raised  and  are  now  raising  in  the 
other  Colonies,  exclusive  of  the  eighty-eight  bat- 
talions, the  German  battalion,  a  battalion  of  riflemen 
lately  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Stephenson, 
and  the  regiment  called  Hazen's,  or  the  Congress's 
Own,  which  Is  to  conEiist,  when  compleat,  of  two 
thousand  men.  Each  State  is  bound  by  every  prin- 
ciple of  jtjstice  and  equity  to  furnish  iheir  proportion 
of  the  additional  battalions,  as  much  as  they  arc  of 
the  eighty-eight;  and  I  dare  to  say,  if  I  had  not  dis- 
tributed the  commissions  among  the  officers  of  the 
different  States^  those  who  had  been  neglected  would 
have  charged  me  with  partiality. 

If  the  State  of  Massachusetts  will  not  consent  to 
give  their  assistance  towards  raising  the  three  addi- 
tional regiments  of  infantry,  I  have  urged  to  them  the 
necessity  of  raising  the  battalion  of  artillery  at  least 
in  that  State,  because  most  of  the  artillery-men,  who 
served  in  your  regiment  last  campaign,  came  from 
thence,  and  will  be  immediately  useful.      •     •     • 
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Congress  had  rcsolvtrd  to  adhere  lo  Carlisle  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  Brookficid  in  Massachusetts,  for 
the  places  of  erecting  the  laboratories,  &c-  I  do  not 
think  the  odds  between  Carlisle  and  York  anywise 
material,  and  therefore  the  works  will  be  built  at  the 
former  ;  but,  upon  your  representation  of  the  delay 
that  will  be  occasioned  if  Brcfokfield  is  preferred  to 
Springfield,  I  desire  you  may  proceed  with  the  works 
at  the  latter,  and  I  will  inform  Congress  of  the  neces- 
sity of  this  variation  from  their  resolve  *  *  *  | 
am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.' 


to  bhicadier-ceneral  maxwelu' 
Sir. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  respect- 
ing the  case  of  the  young  men  o(  Eli^a,  Town,  who 

'  "  The  cicc.ling  ttjflftcully  ihere  la  In  procnrinif  Splriluous  Liquor  vilh  ttie 
ciorbiUat  prices  now  a^lted  for  tixat  Artidc,  rvndcn^  il  Absolutely  nccdsaiy  lo 
ctop  icfviDg  il  om  lo  ili«  troops,  in  a  gcacral  tiniy,  lill  lupplici  caji  be  laid  in 
npoii  iii9(«  ttAsjr  An  J  bvacf  icrioii ;  Tlie  OnniaiBArj  GvacnL  ia  therefore  directed 
to  tEvu^  pnn*.  #1104^1  il  h«  lo  faliipj«  |tarEi««.  >cnutmg  pini««,  or  to  fuch  troops 
u  An?  ncGCL^Anty  cmploi>«d  ia  Auy  cxtrAordi&Ary  piccw  of  duty,  'lill  furlbcr 
ordere."— Od>r/v  j6^*»n*,  Ji  FebTUarir,  1777- 

*  lo  »nforinily  with  C^iierA)  WA4^int:Con'A  ProcUmatbn,  General  MmwaU, 
who  oonunftntkil  ocAr  the  caciiiy'A  ISiio  ai  KlltAbcthtown,  timl  onlrrcd  >uch 
^nOAA,  A«  wavld  ui>t  take  tlie  oath  rv<]uire*],  lo  ^  inniedialrly  to  the  enemy. 
Some  refUAcd  t^  do  cither  the  one  or  ihr  ntht^r.  »n  ihr  (^ronml  thai  hy  the 
tcrmi  of  the  rroduiutlioQ  tfacy  were  fii>l  obU^cd  lo  go  lili  the  cxplrAiion  of 
Ihirly  days.  Co  thii  subject  Geucfal  Mbiwell  wrote  far  iruCruclioiUL  It  vradd 
MvraibAt  maoy  of  the intabitAntiof  New  Jen^y,  ai  intiitmccd  abore  (p.  x>9), 
mod  even  thoK  in  powff.  were  not  pfrfcctJy  HtJiAvd  vitb  thv  riocUiu4lIoLi  ^if 
the  Commindct'Jn.thfrf,  isuicd  wtlhin  the  bord«n  of  thAt  SiAir,  And  rfqitiring 
•n  OAth  of  AllcgiAnn  lo  the  UaJiod  Slatcft.  The  foUowi&g  it  au  otinct  from 
tltA  minulfli  of  ihc  Ctrtmci),  dntod  FebniAry  3oth  :— < 

'Tbe  Coancil,  hAtnnf^  tAkcn  into  cmiudention   lb«   ProdimAtioa  of  bii 
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refuse  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  States, 
or  to  withdraw  within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  di^- 
courage  all  the  militia  about  them,  I  would  observe, 
ihai  though  it  is  my  desire  to  have  che  terms  and 
conditions  of  my  Proclamation  religiously  complied 
with,  yet  I  do  not  intend  that  it  shall  be  made  a  shelter 
for  our  enemies  to  injure  us  under  with  impunity. 
These  fellows  at  Elizabethtown,  as  well  as  all  others, 
who  wish  to  remain  with  us,  till  the  expiration  of  the 
thirty  days,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  convey 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  poison  our  people's! 
minds,  must  and  shall  be  compelled  to  withdraw] 
immediately  within  the  enemy's  lines;  others,  who 
are  hesitating  which  side  to  take,  and  behave  friendly 
to  us  till  they  determine,  must  be  treated  with  Lenity. 
Such  as  go  over  to  the  enemy  are  not  to  take  with 
them  any   thing  but   their  clothing  and  fumiture.j 

Eiallvncy  CUnenil  Wmliinutan  of  the  9^lli  of  Janiiuy  Iftif,  ubcr«'b)'Sl  ippfATf.! 

IbM  crrUin  of  Lhc  inhatffc&Mta  of  thik  SIaec  arc  required  Co  rtpair  la  beAi^ 
^uartrrv^  or  to  lhc  quartert  of  Ihe  nc«rr»l  general  ofiiccr  c>f  the  Concinenul 
uniy  or  mtliiia,   Jtnd  *  Ulce  ihe  oath  of  dJcgiaiioc  to  the  VnitiH  St^tti  pf 

"RckIvciI,  IbM  hli  Excellency  the  Govrrnor  be  resumed  lo  write  to  hu 
EiCcllency  Cener^  Wuhin^lun.  to  knov  whether  by  the  tiax.\\  abitivetnccIroiiMl 
is,  to  be  understood  the  onih  of  aUegJanoe  pracribcd  )>y  iq  acl  c(  lhc  General 
Auemblp  of  tliji  Stale ;  and.  if  not,  thmt  tbey  mqtinl  to  be  fumihlic*.!  with  ft 
copy  of  xh<  u^Ib  ailimiiit^terccl  by  virtue  of  the  AUid  rradMnuiioii. " 

Th(  OoTCinvr  AttAtrttin^ly  wrgle  to  Gfiiicrjil  Wnithin|-toii,  et»tloktii|E  tliU 
r*ulvp.  tn  which  h#  ropliVcI  :  *'  1  frar  it  U  not  in  my  pfiwr  tn  giTP  «r»  f;i11  «nd 
tttiaf&ctory  iin  answer  to  your  request,  'to  expbin  ihv  iiXurt  of  the  oaib 
ulminUtrrtd  by  vErtueor  loy  Prcclamftlbn/  jm  ywi  m*y  «pect.  What  the 
fltyle  ai  ll  wit.  its  adminiitcrcd  by  ihe  brigftdten,  lo  whom  that  buiJnesB  was 
chiefly  oHl^ined,  I  cannol  prcdicly  tell.  My  Iniimcilotis  (o  tbem  were  lo 
intibi  OD  nothini*  iu'>re  tb&n  aa  ob1ic«lSofi  in  n*  moMMfr^  tfi  i^'/ur*  fAf  SMtrt^ 
without  revertinc  to  the  fortd  of  any  pre«crfbed  Uw  of  (hit  SiAte.  Hod  I 
krovrn  of  any  particular  form  Adapted  (o  the  drcumiUncM  of  iu  inhabiEinla,  I 
would  moHt  <«rUinly  hivcoi-deredit. " — L^Ufr,  March  3d , 
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Their  horses,  cattle,  and  forage  must  be  left  behind. 
Such  as  Incline  to  share  our  fate  arc  to  have  every 
assistance  afforded  them,  that  can  be  granted  with 
safety.  Neither  wagons  nor  horses  must  be  too  much 
hazarded  in  doin^^  this  business.  Maj.  Morris  will 
secure  Foster's  cattle  and  sheep;  bring  off  all  the 
com,  hay  and  oats  he  speaks  of  for  the  Quarter 
Master,  who  will  take  an  account  of  itand  settle  with 
the  owners  if  friendly.  The  effects  of  all  Persons  in 
Arms  against  us  must  be  seized  and  secured  1  wish 
lUis  line  of  conduct  to  be  observed  by  our  parties,  for 
which  purpose  you  will  make  them  all  acquainted 
with  my  determination  on  this  head.  The  Returns 
of  your  Brigade  alarm  mc.  I  fear  there  Is  some  mis- 
lake,  (or  which  purpose  1  have  directed  Col.  Bed- 
ford,  the  Muster  Master  General,  to  repair  thither 
and  examine  into  the  matter  You  will  be  so  good  as 
to  assist  him  in  discovering  the  true  cause,  why  so 
many  are  kept  in  pay  and  $o  few  perform  service.  I 
am,  &c.' 

'General  Mifflin  had  writCcn :  "Tho  «nc]ciH<.'il  pBT>nv  were  |^T«n  to  tat 
with  a  re<]U(«l  to  forwarri  thccn  io  yonr  KiccKc-ncy.  I  do  noi  pretend  to  cen- 
tBr«  the  i^mceeclin^  ol  the  gcnilcmnk,  but  1  think  il  bod  polkcy  lo  coDhne 
|KTKfiu,  wliu  will  4Ll  [he  pji'l  of  uiiutyriL,  Autl  wbu  cnuiiut  cuuutrcrill/  witb 
lb«ir  AVn  priadplo  Idlir  ftn  ictiva  pirr  A^iUnKr  ui.  H  your  Eifflleocf 
Ibfaikl  pvoipcr  t9  oTdct  &  rtleue*  ii  will  eratify  mjiny  at  jour  friends,  and  prc- 
ftni  ir>ET>r.  who  with  to  injure  our  tAwte  from  chu|:in|£  oi  vith  cruelty  and  mi 
imitation  of  the  cncray." 

"  I  biiVL-  not  titl  now  hftd  lime  to  aniwcrytran  of  ibc  41b  In!i[ani.  My  »«ji- 
liraCBls  F«pvv(ing  the  irtatmenl  proper  tr>  b«  olH«fv«<d  in  Mnttyrv  foincidv 
«tth  youn-  Leiucy  will  o]>?nitr  with  fcrtB^er  force,  in  «uch  InstAncrv.  Itiao 
Ti|*or.  'T  is  tbcT«fore  my  fini  woli  lo  hive  our  ivIioU  conduct  dlBlisi^uiKhcd  by 
iL  Slill  it  is  aol  my  dnire.  nrilhcr  initecd  i«  U  wlihiii  my  power,  10  rdeue 
ftny  maa  from  &  cnnliticmcni  imf^ncd  upon  hLni  by  the  Oi^U  power,  1^hcy 
bat  know  Iho  chAif^c,  and  mcni  of  the   cue  ;  coDnequcnlly  ithoald  uliimftttily 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   OONCRESS. 

MOKUJcroWN,  14  Febnujx,  177?, 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  jlh 
Infitt.  no  event  of  an  important  and  interesting  nature 
has  occurred,  unless  the  successes  of  our  parties  In 
foraging  and  bringing  off  several  Horses,  Waggons, 
and  some  fat  Cattle,  and  Sheep,  which  were  contigu- 
ous to  and  around  the  Enemy's  Lines,  are  considered 
as  such.  I  then  mentioned  that  I  had  such  a  scheme 
in  contemplation  which  was  happily  accomplished  the 
next  day  without  any  loss.  The  Enemy  in  turn  have 
made  frequent  efforts  in  that  way,  but  wiih  little  suc- 
cess. Whenever  they  made  the  attempt,  it  never 
failed  to  produce  a  Skirmish.  They  have  been  com- 
mon of  late,  but  with  little  damage  to  either  side. 
We  have  certain  intelligence  that  they  have  drawn 
the  greatest  part  of  their  Troops  from  R.  Island,  and 
are  cold,  thai  part  of  them  have  landed  on  Statcn 
Island^  and  at  Amboy  with  a  view  of  augmenting  their 
force  at  Brunswic. 

Colo.  Buckner  agrcable  to  the  information  con- 
tained in  my  last,  has  been  tried  by  a  Court  Martial 
and  cashiered.  The  proceedings  and  sentence  I 
directed  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Office,  and  to  the  printer  of  this  State  and  Vir- 
ginia to  be  published. 

General  Lincoln  is  just  arrived  with  a  regfiment  <rf 
Massachusetts  militia,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

determine  il.  For  chcic  icaton«  1  (tnre  doI  comply  whh  ycrnr  rcquciE,  I  have 
eadoKd  a  UUer  fram  Mr.  Senrt;  ihcbusincsi  falJa  within  yaur  department,' 
— H^ukingUn  tJ  BrigtJUr^Gmfrei  Ittpin.  14  Pclinury,  1777- 
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This,  he  says,  is  succeeded  by  three  more,  which  will 
make  in  the  whole  near  eighteen  hundred  ;  but  in 
this  I  think  he  must  be  mistaken,  unless  those  on  the 
march  are  much  fuller  and  larger  than  what  they 
usually  are.  The  whole  are  of  the  troops,  that  were 
with  General  Heath. 

General  Knox,  byaletter  of  the  ist  instant,  infcmis 
mc.  that,  on  mature  inquiry  and  examination,  he  finds 
Springfield  to  be  more  convenient  and  much  better 
calculated  for  a  laboratory  and  cannon-foimdcry,  than 
any  other  part  of  the  New  England  States.  He 
adds,  that  a  quantity  of  copper,  tin,  and  other  useful 
materiaU  can  be  had  there;  and  that  the  necessary 
works  and  preparations,  from  these  and  other  advan- 
tages, can  be  accomplished  at  least  three  or  four 
months  sooner  there  than  any  where  else.  In  conse- 
quence of  his  opinion,  which  I  esteem  of  weight,  par- 
ticularly  in  this  instancn,  and  knowing  the  importance 
of  these  establishments  and  how  essential  they  are,  I 
have  ventured  to  order  the  works  to  be  begun  there, 
without  regard  to  what  had  been  done  at  Brookfield. 
which  was  of  but  little  consequence-  The  former, 
besides  the  many  advantages  mentioned  by  General 
Knox,  stands  on  Connecticut  River,  and  has  a  good 
navigation  ;  yei  is  entirely  secure  against  any  attempts 
of  the  enemy,  being  twenty  miles  above  Hartford, 
where  the  river  is  narrow,  and  too  shoal  to  admit 
vessels  that  can  give  the  least  annoyance.  As  noth- 
ing but  the  Kood  of  the  service  could  have  led  to  this 
measure,  I  trust  it  will  be  approved, 

1  have  wrote  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  State,, 
and  the  Convention  of  New  Hampshire,  requesting 
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their  good  offices  and  exertions  to  proniote  the  rais< 
ing  of  their  regiments  as  expeditiously  as  possible, 
and  to  forward  the  whole  of  the  quotas  first  exacted 
from  them  to  Ticonderoga.  Their  contiguity  to  that 
post  more  than  to  any  other,  the  importance  of  it, 
and  General  Schuyler's  apprehensions,  that  the  enemy 
may  attempt  to  pass  the  Lake,  if  not  on  the  ice,  as 
soon  as  it  is  open,  added  to  the  great  trouble,  ex- 
pense, and  loss  of  time  it  will  save  in  marching  them 
elsewhere,  and  others  there,  who  are  much  more  dis- 
tant and  remote,  induced  me  to  determine  so.  I  find 
the  Council  of  the  former,  on  General  Schuyler's 
earnest  application,  before  my  letter  reached  them, 
had  determined  to  send  four  regiments  as  soon  as 
they  could  be  completed,  1  only  wish  the  whole  may 
be  made  up  in  a  short  ttme,  and  that  their  arrival 
may  be  early  enough  to  prevent  those  inconveniences 
and  fatal  consequences,  which  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
force  in  that  quarter  would  subject  us  to,  were  the 
enemy  to  pass  the  Lake  at  this  time. 

Mr.  James  Mease  is  now  here  in  consequence  of 
being  appointed  clothier-general.  He  is  adjusting  a 
plan  for  answering  the  end  of  his  appointment,  and 
making  an  estimate,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  or 
thcirSecretCommiltee.  of  such  clothes  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  import  for  the  army.  It  is  with  much  concern, 
that  the  situation  of  our  afTairs  obliges  nie  to  men- 
tion so  frequendythe  want  of  money,  especially  when 
I  am  persuaded  every  means  are  used  to  furnish  it. 
Our  distress  on  this  account  is  great  indeed  ;  and  the 
injury  the  service  receives  almost  inconceivable  ;  not 
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a  day,  an  hour,  or  scarcely  a  minute  passes,  without 
complaints  and  applicationa  on  this  head.  The  re- 
cruiting of  the  regiments  is  most  materially  retarded 
by  it 

Ten  ocUck,  P.  M.  Just  now  a  flag  returned,  that 
went  to  Bninswic  to-day,  who  brought  the  enclosed 
letters  from  Gereral  Lee,  ^hich  I  do  myself  the  honor, 
to  transmit  you,  with  a  copy  of  one  to  myself."  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

'  Gcrnml  Let's  Icltrr  to  \Vftihiii£ton»  h^re  mentioned,  wu  datrd  at  New 
York.  February  gth,  in  whkh  br  s^ud  :  "  At  Lord  aad  Oencral  Howe  hare 
gjren  me  pemiiwon  1o  tend  the  onduted  to  the  CoAgrVH,  ftad  m  the  contents 
Are  of  the  Uftt  jmportftnce  lo  me,  ]in4  |icrh«pi  ooi  leuao  10  ttic  communSiy,  I 
noet  (Ame«lly  cntrrai,  mj  dear  T'cncntl,  Ibjil  jrou  will  cJiapatch  it  tmmcdJalelj, 
■nd  r>rrl#f  lb'  CTont^rru  In  hr  nt  'ipc'Hilioiit  %\  pn4t<ihlf-*'  In  thjflHlrr  la  C^n- 
craa  which  vm  cnrtoKd.  Cenenl  1  .tc  i^Ejuenied  lh«l  two  Of  thm  uenUeuen 
mlf^ht  he  tent  immediaiely  to  New  Vork,  to  vrhom  he  would  o^mnunicfttc  what 
he  eoncct^d  to  be  dI  the  greftiestimportancc^  autinnj;  Conj^rcui  Ihai  Lord  RAd 
<pCD<^ral  Howe  would  |;riin[  a  ufc  ctmdiirt  (o  the  i^ciillcmcii  ihun  depulc^.  He 
did  not  ^riva  ih«  «|j|£hlc«(  due  tu  what  aiich  an  Jm|>oriant  plin  rouM  involve, 
hut  Cctticffvi,  A-lcnail  urmniiDoitvl^  dccidrd  (hKl  Ii  wft%  ineipedicnt  to  f»e(td  any 
of  their  fTLcmben  Eoftuch  a  eonfeten^ir.  TMt  dccliion  wai  due  to  a  fear  of  the 
impre&tion  cuch  a  meeting  would  have  on  :be  court  of  Fmice.  eh  the  Britiib 
gnremineat  h3d  noi  foiled  to  nuke  ibe  moit  ol  the  meciinBon  Staieo  bUnd 
In  SepiCDiber,  1776  (vol  iv.^  p,  401J.  «nd  Drukc  had  beea  much  cmbarrAued 
by  it  in  bis  ffforlt  to  ipcure  aid  from  Fnncc.  I^ce  wai  urgent,  ind  wrolo  an- 
orller  lellcr  rdicmtinE  the  re<]UrKt,  but  Con[re»  odhered  10  lU  decicon, 
Although  Washington  and  General  Greene  thought  tberr  could  arin  no  injury 
from  aet<p(iE»j<  the  propoftitionn      John  Adami  »w  in  it  aa  "  Attfol  aimi«g*m 

vf  the  lw»  i^^atcful  brclticrn  tii  h'.dd  up  Xtf  ibe  ^lUbtJC  tiew  tbc  pliantivm  cf  a 
i»i£olia1)on ,  in  ordtr  lo  pvp  ipriii  and  rouraga  to  the  tcriec,  to  diilrairt  iind 
dHde  the  wht^-)  .it  a  critjcal  mofnenl.  when  the  »tnioat  excttitmaftrt  noccMtiy 
lodraw  tn|;rther  an  army.  1  hey  nicunl  furthrr^  to  aiiiuftC  oppoidllon  In  Cn|^ 
land,  and  lo  amuae  foretgn  nalloni  iy  ihia  marivuircH  aa  weU  w  the  whigi  in 
America/' — y»^An  Atfamt  ra  G^nrral  Grentt,  March.  1777-  Wa*hli»g[on,  oa 
f«C«King  Ihc  aeto&d  refusal  of  Congreu  lo  cniwialn  ihe  idea  of  a  eonferenoe, 
communicated  ft  lo  Lee,  who  iccraod  to  taJce  Iho  rcfuMl  much  to  beafi,  reply- 
nig  on  the  5th  :— 

"It  B  a  moit  unfortflDttte  drcumitancc  for  myulf.  and  1  thitik  not !e« ao 
im  the  public,  ttuLt  ih«  Congreu  have  not  tbought  propor  10  coapiy  with  my 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS, 

HoftftftrrowN,  «o  F«bruii7,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  principal  design  of  this  is  to  inform  you,  that 
wc  have  strong  reasons  to  believe,  that  the  enemy  are 
OD  the  point  of  making  some  push*  What  their 
object  is,  whether  to  beat  up  our  quarters  and  to  ex- 

fcquctt.  It  onuld  not  y^otnbl^  have  bv«n  aH«nilcH  with  any  ill  OdnKqnenHs, 
And  might  wiih  goad  ones.  At  IcAsi  it  nax  in  indulji^cnceH  which  t  ihou^bt  mr 
litaalion  «ntill<fd  mr  to.  Gut  1  Am  unfortiuxic  in  every  (hing.  and  this  Btrok^ 
»  Ihr  tcvcrcflt  I  Iiatv  y«t  «ipcrj«nccc1.  God  wnd  you  1  ditTcrciiC  late.  Adieu, 
my  clc*r  Gcncnl,      Vouts  ino^t  truly  undiflrcclloiiaicly/' 

It  wo*  nearly  eighty  ycar^  bsforr  (he  purpoflc  of  Lc&  in  proponing  the  meet- 
fns  WW  discovered.  The  Uicft  vA  «rini«  of  the  papcrt  of  ihf  Sci^rciAty  of  the 
Roynl  C<]mni[»loti«ni,  Henry  Sinchcy,  diulobcd  a  pltn  for  pulling  an  end  U> 
the  war,  drawn  up  hy  Gcncml  Let,  4nd  daied  2q  March,  1777 — the  very  day  ' 
on  which  Ctragnci*  tion^rmed  iti  decinon  not  10  accede  to  Et  conietetLCt.  Tha 
•ijieruc  bd3  befn  piintcd  byli^awncf,  Mr»  Cjcor^  W.  Moore.  anJ  conttfn* 
the  pbut  of  B  ciunpaign  to  the  torithward.  desij;T>rd  10  cri^plf  Virj^iniii,  Mary- 
Uad,  tad  Pennfiylvftnid,  And  u  fcrmtnatc  th?  contc^t—on  the  tuccci^  of  which 
Lee  "  would  «lAkc  JiU  lUe," — Trtajon  0/  ChArlts  Iff. 

To  bU  scrvAbt  Guuvppi  Mingl^ni.  Lee  vr^ie  for  come  noceoftiiefv  uid 
■dded  '*ir  uiy  of  the  Dogi  «t(f  wJth  yoa,  bring  them."    "  Your  dogft  m  lit  I 
VlriElnia.    This  cireatnitftin:*  I  trgroi,  »  you  will  b*  dtpri^^  of  th«  utiftf«<v  | 
tioo  »nd  tmcftcmentK  yoa  hoped  to  detivc  from  their  fficndly  tnd  compuiiooo- 1 
ble  d»po»itionB,"— W^ii/^/n^/off  tc  Gfnrr^t  Lif,  16  Fohrunry.  IJT?- 

"  I  concur  wilh  yuu  in  Ihr  liclitf  ilui  the  bAckwarrln^MuWrved  by  the  CDilf* 
llfl  In  turning  out  may  be  fairly  cl^arged  to  tUdr  afhcerv^an  obtcrvatiun  tliat 
ahauld  h4vc  ir>  due  wcifht  with  the  Power  Ihut  iip|ic»inia  them.  Vory 
mnny  of  our  miiirnnurtri  originate  In  ihf  won!  of  proper  All^nEion  To  thr  rhi>iee 
of  officcn.  In  answer  to  the  rcpicseniation  of  the  joint  mcctinj;  of  theGoun- 
dl  And  ASKmbly  of  tbU  Stale  respectiag  the  rank  of  ofScen  in  Eheir  hailAltDns, 
I  lake  the  liberty  to  obierve  that  1  know  of  no  method  free/  from  the  charge 
of  InjutiEe  uid  partiality  th«D  to  rcret  the  dociAJun  to  a  buord  of  olTjtcn  h 
•of>n  A»  the  lMtr«lioo»  ar^  ntied.  Before  th^m  *v«y  officer  mt'JI  hHve«n  opjior- 
toitity  of  advancing  aU  hitrennnft  for  precedence.  Thoditpatei  that  prevailed 
00  ■  like  oCLWiioii  At  Cambridge  vcre  settled  in  thj«  wny  10  the  Mti^ftciion  ol 
thcni  all," — Wiuhiti/'tiin  in  C^uftm&r  U^in£ti^n,  14  February/,  1777. 

"  Wc  arc  nuw  At  on  CDorraoat  bouaty.  And  wLch  no  tmall  dlHiculij,  recruSt- 
Ing  an  umy  of  upwitrdsof  on  Knndred  bBttallon*.  The  eniuins  cunpAjga  may, 
tram  the  umc  cautch.  prove  u  sickly  aa  the  IaiiL     H  the  hoipitak  ux  in  no 


1717] 


GSORGS  IVASa/NGTON. 


*4> 


tend  their  own,  to  make  a  large  forage  and  collection 
of  provender  of  what  they  are  in  great  want,  or  to 
turn  their  views  towards  the  Delaware,  is  a  matter  of 
utict:rtuinty  ;  but  it  scenic  probable  thai  one  of  thc^c: 
things  they  have  in  contemplation.  Such  of  their 
troops  as   have  returned  from    Rhode    Island  have 

bdtcr  ajjKlilioii  for  the  rcoeptiotfi  of  the  tick  our  nfimciil*  vill  be  ieducei3  Ity 
FtUTipoinirk  \tj  rht  r-nf|  of  ihc  <«mp«.lgQ,  end  thou  Y^mr  wTrtrhni  who  ncape 
wiih  lire,  will  be  cither  tee  I:  crtd  upmnd  ilourn  Ihc  eouolry  eiul  not  to  he  hiuiid  ; 
or  if  found,  totally  enervated  and  unfit  for  lijrther  dutv.  By  ihcte  mcflin^  the 
bcnntj  is  no(  only  lost,  but  ihr  num  is  lost  olio,  rnid  I  leotc  yon  to  jud|Ee, 
whether  we  have  men  enwigli  Xo  aTlov  of  lu^h  ■  ooiisuiDplion  of  lives  aud  o^u- 
ftiluttans  ic  hav«  bean  lo^l  the  Lati  cBmpcigTi>  For  my  own  pArt«  I  un  ccrldln, 
llut  if  ibc  snny  which  I  hope  we  ifanJl  hive  in  the  field  thii  ytar,  is  >u0crvd  to 
noiUder  away  by  uckncm,  u  it  did  the  tut,  wc  matt  look  fcv  Rinfi^rcemenU 
to  tone  oibri  pbcolhAn  our  ovro  SutM.  ...  1  hear  frem  tvcfy  quarlrr, 
that  lite  dreAd  of  iinder^otni;  ihe  htmr  mUertet  for  wAnt  of  proper  cirv  Lnd  At- 
tention wlicn  hicL^  liAA  much  rctnrdcd  the  new  cnlivtnienU,  pATttculirly  to  lh« 
•Cvthw^nL"^  H'li^At'ni^jit  te  ihf  Prtiidmi  ^/  Caft£riis^  14  KrbniAiy.  1777, 

"  Lord  Stirling  dM  tne  ihc  f.ivor  of  «<^ditic  lo  me  yiyar  tpucr  of  the  Ath 
lotl.  lo  him,  meiiiinolntt  your  checrfblncM  to  continue  jn  service.  tbr>ut*h  your 
tortile  hill  returned  home,  and  vnuUnj^  my  dctcrmmmton  on  that  hcfld.  The 
rewJIiicm  ivtlh  which  you  touh  Uic  field,  At  the  pcTiud  luutt  uritJol  to  nur  itf- 
fAit«.  the  SnJmtry  yuu  uted  in  brJng^  oat  the  mfhtia  ol  che  DeU'Hrc  5kl«1e, 
And  the  ASertncid  obAertcd  by  you  in  forwiuxlinK  on  Ihe  Ivooim  from  Trcnion, 
reflect  the  higheil  honc<i  on  your  chdfacicr,  uid  place  your  stlicbment  to  (he 
c«u«e  in  i  mort  diittn^Di^id  point  of  vieu-.  They  cldim  my  linccrot  thank*. 
And  1  Eun  happy  in  Ebii  opportunity  of  ipvin^  rbem  in  youn  Citcumiianced  as 
you  an»  t  ic<  00  oconcrty  of  dvtAinin^  yau  longtr  from  your  fsmily  and  al!«Lr*, 
which  no  dotibi  deman<1  youi  pr«»nce  and  allention-  Vou  hive  therefore  my 
leaveto  retBm>" — JroJ^iflfrtm  h  ffrig^durmCmfra/  Grtar  M^dttty^  iS  Fcb- 
niwy,  1777- 

"To  obviate  all  dlftcnltiptChftlwoiildothcrwiaeariM  on  account  of  the  datea 
of  ConuuinJoiK,  I  luve  drlennincd  Ilul  aX\  cunimiiuuot  id  the  new  Army  »hall 
l>Mf  (IaT^  m  the  iti  Jaimjiry,  1777,  and  ihnn  *  BnarrI  of  nHtrrm  OiaTl  drtfrmino 
thr  precedency,  width  when  atccrtaincd  tuy  l>eh<tded  by  numlicrin]:  Uic  com- 
mittiOQa  or  tome  ^uch  vny-  1  wu  avarc  of  the  aniiDOGititA  th«t  would  aritc  if 
nnk  vaa  claimed  A|;r««ahle  to  the  <1bIc^  in  Ihe  different  ttatcs,  and  thetcfort 
dcieraiued  upon  th?  furc|>olci£  rnodt,  iwhlch  glvei  an  equal  chance  to  evoy 
penon,  «coTt!io{  tohis  former  werricat,'*^  Watk4H^*n  f*  M^or  Cfttrrm/  Piiw^ 
18  Feftmary.  1777, 
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landed  at  Amboy,  and  with  ihcm  several  pieces  of 
heavy  ariillery.  General  Howe  is  come  over  too. 
and,  it  is  said,  Lord  Percy,  Their  number  at  Bruns- 
wic  and  the  landing-place,  before  the  arrival  of  this 
last  reinforcement,  was  estimated  from  seven  to  eight 
thousand  I  have  ordered  the  utmost  vigilance  and 
attention  to  be  observed  at  our  several  posts,  to  guard 
against  surprises,  and  every  preparation  to  be  made, 
that  the  weak  and  feeble  state  of  our  little  army  will 
admit  of.  At  this  time  wc  are  only  about  four  thou- 
sand strong,  a  force,  you  will  suppose,  unequal  to  a 
successful  opposition,  if  they  were  not  mihtla,  and 
far  too  small  for  the  exigencies  of  our  affairs.  It  is 
impossible  to  obtain  exact  returns,  though  they  are 
daily  called  for,  owing  to  the  frequent  and  almost 
constant  departure  of  some  of  the  corps.' 

Colonel  [John]  Nlelson  of  Brunswic^  with  a  detach- 
ment of  militia,  on  the  morning  of  the  i8th.  surprised 
Major  [Richard  VJ  Stockton,  [on  Lawrence's  Isl- 
and] whom  he  took,  with  fifty-nine  privates  of  Gen- 
eral Skinner's  corps,  killing  four,  and  bringing  away 
the  arms  of  the  whole,  with  some  blankets.'  This 
about  balances  the  loss  of  a  miliiia  guard,  which  a 
party  of  British  troops  took  last  week  in  Monmouth, 

'  ■*  Sorry  1  am  lo  inform  you  (fliid  this  I  Jo  undet  ih*  rwe,  lo  be  Voown  only 
to  thgsc  who  oDght  to  be  icquainTcd  vilh  il,)  that  witliouc  il.  Ihcir  nnmhcra  im 
ncarlydoubtegurs;  aodwbil  kindof  troop«  ours  Arc,  you  R^cd  not  be  informed, 
when  [  tell  you,  that  wc  hav«  Karco  vvlj  other  than  milztij).  Unhappily  for  ua, 
most  of  ilioie  thai  could  he  depended  upon,  ar^  do«a  with  the  smnLI  pox.,  cither 
byinoccutali-jn  or  inthcnalofil  w*/^."—  IVathtr^gtaH^  Gi^t^  >o  FebrufrQ.tyTy. 

'  OcDcnl  Skinner  wa\  a  myaH*r  of  New  Jer^py,  and  bi*  corps  consisted  of 
penoiucif  thti  descripijon,  tvho  had  (akfa  advAntage  of  GecerAl  Howc'i  proc- 
Umation,  Eind  given  in  Ehctr  adhcAJon  to  Ihc  king.  An  inler«ling  sketch  of 
UieM  New  Jersey  voluatrcn(LoyAli«UJ  tiu  be«Q vrrlUen  by  WiUiam  !>,Stryk«r» 
AtijuUnt-GoDeral  of  New  Jcney. 
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near  the  Honk.  I  wish  to  be  informed  how  the  regi- 
ments that  are  raising  are  to  be  armed,  and  of  the 
provision  that  has  been  made  for  the  bamc  I  have 
reason  to  fear,  indeed  I  am  convinced,  that  there  is  a 
great  deficiency  in  many,  if  not  in  the  whole  of  ihe 
States,  in  this  article.  Every  leiter  that  I  receive 
from  them  mentions  their  want,  and  calls  for  supplies.' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


TO   GOVERNOR    TRUMBULL. 

HkADQUARrift*,  MOIRIE  TOWH, 
Sir,  Fcbniiry  ».  IITJ^ 

A  letter  from  you  to  General  Heath,  inclosing  a 
petition  from  the  officers  taken  at  Princetown  for  lib- 
erty to  send  one  of  the  party  into  New  York  for  their 
baggage^  was  transmitted  to  me  by  General  McDou- 
galL  General  Heath  having  gone  to  Massachusetts. 

'  Mr,  Burke,  a  member  of  Cddekk  from  Norlh  Caroliiui.  %<!tti  to  the  Gov- 
Miior<>r  that  St«l«  %  skricb  of  tbr  ilvbate  onthc  pnactpa]  tubject  of  thii  letter, 
which  wAi  mnrh^l  tvilh  much  warmth.  There  w*(  a  uninimmii  diipovilioa, 
however,  for  uning  «very  pmsThtc  olTon  lo  Kirenciltcn  tfioirtiiy,  And  HnipJo  rao> 
lutioiL*  to  llii«  ctTcct  were  paj«eil.  Jvurnah^  FcL>iuAr]r  I4>h.  One  of  tlic  ic*o> 
1»Tinn4  Hiu  cMiiert  wE(h  tlif  Fnll^iwinir  iiut>c(f1rtAui.  nni  t»  uy  pnmpoiLt  pirm- 
£nph :  "  il  being  (he  c«meiil  detire  of  Cn:ijfrcu  lo  make  ihc  wmxy  uf^ter  the 
immcdute  comma  rid  of  General  WMhin^Toa  EulBciciiily  itroinj*,  not  only  to 
curb  and  conhne  ihr  pnemy  within  thrir  pfe«nt  quarters,  and  pi^vrm  them 
from  drnvtng  iappoii  cf  any  kind  froia  Ibc  country,  bui,  by  tba  Divine  ble^- 
in(,  lotAlly  t«  tubduv  Ihom  bpfor«  th^y  can  be  trinlorc^."  In  dJurjning  thli 
paraeraph  sironc  Juilicalioiki  vereKtven  uf  ihe  lemperAii<l  secret  semimenttof 
th«  mcmben.  Mr  Burke  nbsvrvn  ;  "  Jertoy,  PennBylrinia,  North  Carolina, 
ani]  South  Cirolhia  vuU>l  F»r  expun|;iiig  it ;  tli?  four  t^OAtern  Slile«,  Virginia, 
anil  (fei:ri]j(la  for  rciatitln^  11.  There  appcued  ihrou|£h  thit  whole  Ucbate  a 
l^at  rifliire,  in  K>m«  of  tb«  dctc|^t<a  from  the  Kavlsm  St«tct,  snd  in  ofie  frnm 
N«w  Jcnicy»  to  inxult  the  Geaera)/*  In  thU  fact  «c  discover  the  itilecii  work- 
lap  of  (he  apirit  of  hcnclUty  to  Ihe  Comm::xi^dei'iii>cbirl.  whkh  aMumcd  a  for- 
■kldabte  aipect  both  ta  Coogrcu  md  in  the  army  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
^Mrjb.  '  K«oil  in  Coogms  February  S4tlk, 
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I  am  SO  sensible  that  these  people,  by  remaining 
any  I<?ngth  of  time  in  the  country,  not  only  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  our  affairs,  but  spread  a^ery  pernicious 
influence  amonjj  the  ptroplc.  ihat  I  think  it  will  be 
best  CO  send  them  immediately  in,  andobtain  an  equal 
number  of  our  officers  in  exchange,  I  therefore  de* 
sire  that  they  may  be  sent  towards  Providence,  with 
orders  to  halt  within  eight  or  ten  miles,  till  General 
Spencer  or  General  Arnold  is  informed  of  their 
being  there,  that  ihey  may  direct  in  what  manner 
they  may  be  sent  in,  so  as  not  to  see  any  thing  of  the 
disposition  of  our  trDops.  Be  pleased  to  make  the 
eldest  officer  sign  a  return  specifying  their  names  and 
rank,  and  transmit  it  to  me. 

In  a  letter  of  the  7th  February  you  desire  to  know 
what  will  be  the  best  manner  of  disposing  of  the  pri- 
vates. I  think  they  had  better  be  cantoned  in  the 
country  as  near  together  as  convenient  ;  and  if  any  of 
them  are  tradesmen,  and  are  willing  to  work  at  their 
occupations,  they  may  be  usefully  employed.  !  have 
the  honor  to  bc»  Sir,  &c. 

P.  S.  If  you  can  think  of  any  more  convenient  way 
of  sending  in  the  prisoners  than  to  Providence^  I  leave 
it  to  you. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGR^S, 

MoftRTsTOWK,  30  Fcbrury.  1777. 
SlK, 

Monsieur  Faneuil,  who  some  time  ago  laid  a  plan 
before  you  for  raising  and  oflficering  a  corps  of 
Frenchmen,  waited  upon  me  yesterday.    His  success. 


<77T] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


^45 


as  I  expected,  has  been  small  in  enlisting  or  rather 
engaging  Canadians.  I  cannot  find  that  he  has  met 
with  more  than  thirty  or  forty,  who  would  be  willing 
to  serve  with  him*  He  is  now  upon  another  scheme, 
that  of  raising,  arming,  and  ciothing  a  number  of  men 
in  the  French  Islands.  To  grant  a  commission  of 
that  kind  is  without  the  extent  of  my  powers,  and  I 
have  therefore  desired  him  to  go  forward,  and  layhi^ 
proposals  before  Congress,  If  they  appear  feasible, 
they  may  be  adopted;  but  I  would  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  one  precaution  will  be  necessary,  that  is, 
that  the  commissions  of  Monsieur  Faneuil  and  his 
officers  should  depend  upon  the  performance  of 
their  agreement  for  raising  any  certain  number  of 
men. 

I  have  often  mentioned  to  you  the  distress  1  am 
every  now  and  then  laid  under  by  the  application  of 
French  officers  for  commissions  in  our  scr\'ice.  This 
^v\\,  if  I  may  call  It  so,  is  a  growing  one  ;  for,  from 
what  I  learn,  they  arc  coming  in  swarms  from  old 
France  and  the  Islands*  There  will  therefore  be  a 
necessity  of  providing  for  them  or  discountenancing 
them.  To  do  the  first  is  difficult ;  and  the  last  disa- 
greeable, and  perhaps  impolitic,  if  they  are  men  of 
merit:  and  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  these  from 
mere  adventurers,  of  whom  I  am  convinced  there  is 
tlie  greater  number.  They  seldom  bring  more  than 
a  commission  and  passport,  which,  wc  know,  may  be- 
long to  a  bad  as  well  as  a  good  officer  Their  igno- 
rance of  our  language,  and  their  inability  to  recruit 
men.  are  insurmountable  obstacles  to  their  being  in- 
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grafted  into  oiir  Continental  battalions;  for  our  offi- 
cers, who  have  raised  their  men,  and  have  served 
through  the  war,  upon  pay  that  hashitherto  not  borne 
their  expenses,  would  be  disgusted  if  foreigners  were 
put  over  their  heads ;  and,  1  assure  you,  few  or  none 
of  these  gentlemen  look  lower  than  fieldofficers'  com* 
missions.  To  give  them  all  brevets,  by  which  they 
have  rank  and  draw  pay  without  doing  any  service, 
is  saddling  the  continent  with  a  vast  expense  ;  and  to 
form  them  inro  corps  would  be  only  cstablisSiing  a 
corps  of  officers ;  for.  as  I  stated  before,  they  cannot 
possibly  raise  any  men. 

Some  general  mode  of  disposing  of  them  must  be 
adopted  ;  for  it  is  ungenerous  to  keep  them  in  sus- 
pense, and  at  great  charge  to  themselves ;  but  I  am 
at  a  lo£s  how  to  point  out  this  mode.  Suppose  they 
were  told  in  general,  that  no  man  could  obtain  a  com* 
missionp  except  he  could  raise  a  number  of  men  in 
proportion  to  his  rank.  This  would  effectually  stop 
the  mouths  of  common  applicrs,  and  leave  us  at  liberty 
ID  make  provisions  for  gentlemen  of  undoubted  mili- 
tary character  and  merit,  who  would  be  verj*  useful 
to  us  as  soon  as  they  acquired  our  language.  If  you 
approve  of  this,  or  can  think  of  any  better  method* 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can  ; 
for  if  I  had  a  decisive  answer  to  give  them,  it  would 
not  only  save  mc  much  trouble  but  much  time,  which  I 
am  now  obliged  to  bestow  in  hearing  their  different 
pretentions  to  merit,  and  their  expectations  there- 
upon. I  inclose  you  the  papers,  which  Monsieur 
Faneuil  originally  laid  before  the  Council  of   Massa- 
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cKuselts ;  they  may  be  of  use  if  you  enter  into  nego- 
tiation with  him/     I  have  the  honor  to  bc»  &c.' 


TO   J03EFH    REED. 

Monki^TOWN,  33  Fcbnury,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Letters  of  the  13th  and  tSth  inst,  arc  both  to 
hand,  the  last  in  date  arrived  first, — the  first  this 
morning  only. 

*  HcmneuT  F«Q«iiir«  scbcfoc  wis  not  tppravc<l  by  Congrcit.  In  nfenQce 
to  the  lasl  put  of  th«  above  Jetier,  Congrrtf  mfomacd  Grncrai  Waihln^Loo, 
llul  in  Ihf  ir  opinion  ni>  fr7rf%n  oRio^n  ought  la  nxeiTc  cx^mmuvioiit  in  tli« 
■mif .  who  tfcrr  not  ucU  ncc^uaiiitnl  wilb  ihc  English  bntrn^C^-  ^^^  ^^^  n-^l 
bring  «trmg  iritimonidhi  of  (hdi  abitititv.  y^umah.  Match  uih.  On  ih< 
d*y  brforc.  iho  Cununiiloc  of  Secret  Conrvpondmcc  w«i  inpdructvd  "  lo  wriU 
lo  nil  Lhcir  inintticn  aricl  agents  tbfoad  to  ttlscourft^EC  All  K^nckmrn  E  rom  covn 
Iri^  (0  America  willi  ciipoclAlioiiii  of  cmiJoymCDl  in  Ihc  fecnrice,  unletit  they  arq 
nnuFfltn  «>f  citir  lqiipia|{f  ami  haw  th*  hv<(  rfcnrnnivitfUtiofm," 

AflYT  bflviniE  hceri  |>rr»cil  byGcnvml  W^hin^tOTi  (?  incrraw  (he  number  of 
gcneiAlit  !n  lh(?  fttmy,  hy  firfimotion  niiil  new  ippnintmcntik^  Coiiji-rri^ii  i^ii  Ihc 
T4)(h  of  Fcbmorv  Mppoiiilcil  iWc  ukAJor-f^neralt,  ramely,  Sltfl^nf*,  Mifflin,  St. 
Clair,  Stephen,  dnd  Lincoln,  Tbc  lui  wu  taken  for  (he  dr«i  time  Iniotlie 
C4Dlifl«(iral  tcrvEc«»  luvifi£  [ill  nuv  enninibrulcil  the  Muuchoiclt*  nlliUa. 
Ten  brfBRdier^fenerolR  vera  elcctciJ  on  rhi?  aii^i  of  Kcbruary.  nAmely.  Toot. 
Gbfcr,  Patenon,  W*ync.  Vftxniun,  Dchais,  W«dcni,  Mohleabcrg,  John  C*d. 
wjUder,  irtd  \Voodford.  The  appointmcnl  wu  not  tcocplcd  bf  Cid^aladef. 
Ho  hid  Do(  been  i^rtvioualy  in  Coniine&lal  service,  but  had  Acquired  miu^h  rvp* 
iiUEt<ni  by  bin  conunan'l  ol  ihfl  PcDniylvinia  militiB, 

The  fccline  itupifcd  by  Wathjngioii  in  hii  AJd«  i<  well  iTInilnltrd  bj  A  pA>- 
M0*  b  s  l«(tn  written  by  T«neh  TilEbman  to  hu  Ijither— a  loyalist : — 

*'  If  \\  pleMe»  Cod  C'>  ipjire  cht  life  of  Ibe  bcnetCe^l  man  lh»1  I  bdLeve  ever 
Adfinicd  humnn  nfttiirr,  I  have  no  doubt  of  iL  (frccil(>ni]»  I  think  I  knov 
ihc  KfAlijficiiiU  uf  ]ii»  hc0tl,  dud  l»  prv»jwrity  uid  advcmly  1  ncvci  k-ncv  hiiu 
otiet  ■  vflfahar  dropitn  cxprt^^ivn  thai  did  not  Ic-nd  to  ihc  good  of  hifc  countfy, 
reetrdleu  of  hifi  ovn  inECr^Mt.  Hc  i«  blrhitcd  vherevrr  he  fioc^.  for  the  lory  U 
protectei]  in  pcnon  and  pro|icrty  Mi^ally  wiih  ihe  whi^  ;  and  indeed  I  often 
Ihink  more*  For  ii  l>  hii  maxiin  lo  convex  by  i^Dod  uugc  uid  not  by  veterity." 
^^a  Febmary.  1777. 

'  Rtdd  in  CoDgrw  March  iviK 
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I  am  aorry,  upon  the  footing  you  have  put  it,  and 
under  the  apprehensions  you  seem  to  be,  that  I  did  not 
accept  your  Commission  as  Adjt,  Genl.  when  you 
offered  it,  iho"  your  fears  cannot  be  realized,  because 
at  that  time  it  was  mentioned  in  Genl.  Orders,  that 
you  having  resigned.  Colo.  Weedon  was  appointed 
Pro,  Tern  ;  your  having  the  Comn,  in  possession 
therefore  can  be  no  argument  against  your  Resigna- 
tion—but  I  am  to  accept  it  at  any  time, 

I  am  sorry  the  Cartel  Settlmt.  by  Gcnl.  Conway 
with  the  French  cant  be  found — I  have  lately  wrote 
to  Genl  Gates  for  it,  who  1  think  told  me  he  had  it.  I 
would  by  no  means  wish  you  to  come  up  merely  on  that 
acct  ;  especially  as  I  have  not,  as  yet,  got  any  answer 
from  Congress  relative  to  my  recommendation  of  you 
to  the  Command  of  the  Horse.  If  they  should  listen 
to  my  wishes  in  this  appointment,— if  a  separate 
Quarter  Master  is  neces*iar)*  for  the  Horse,  and  Colo. 
Coxe  Inclines  to  accept  it,  1  can  have  no  possible 
objection  to  it,  but  how  far  the  Rank  of  Colo,  can  be 
annexed  to  the  oflice  I  cannot  undertake  to  say.  I 
would  wish  to  think  of  it  a  little. 

I  believe  all  the  Prisoners  from  the  Eastern  States 
are  now  gone  in. — that  they  did  not  do  it  long  ago  is 
not  my  fault. — this  1  thought  Colo.  Miles  had  been 
satisfied  of  when  he  was  out — ^and  what  method  I 
could  devise  to  furnish  their  pay,  except  in  a  currency 
that  would  not  pass,  I  am  sure  I  know  not ; — all  the 
hard  money  that  could  be  had  he  must  know  was 
sent  in. — 

I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at  what  you  mention 
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concerning  Colo.  Griffin.  Before  Christmas  1  offered 
him  a  Regiment,  and  the  nomination  of  his  own  otfi* 
ccrs, — this  he  refused, — Since  that  he  has  been  of- 
fered the  Lieutenant  Colonelcy  of  a  Regiment  of 
Horse,  and  this  he  has  refused.  If  his  expectations 
are  higher  than  that  of  a  Regiment,  which  he  was 
offered,  (even  before  I  was  vested  with  full  Powers 
to  do  it)  the  Congress  are  alone  competent  to  the 
gratification  of  them,  as  I  have  no  authority  to  go 
be>'ond  what  I  have  already  offered  him. 

If  you  should  have  the  Command  of  the  Horse,  it 
will  be  quite  agreeable  to  me  that  you  should  have 
one  of  those  that  was  bought  at  Boston. — if  you  have 
not»  as  they  were  got  for  cha:  paaicular  service  by 
Express  order  of  Congress  and  i  have  already  re- 
fused Genl  Green,  I  could  not  with  propriety  con- 
sent to  it.  as  I  mean,  after  choosing  a  couple,  or  three, 
for  my  own  use.  to  throw  the  rest  into  some  of  the 
Troop,  or  let  them  go  among  the  officers, 

I  wish  your  leisure  would  permit  you  Co  digest  a 
proper  plan  for  the  prevention  of  Desertion,  and  ap- 
prehension of  Deserters  that  would  have  a  general 
operation  throughout  all  the  United  States,  I  have^ 
in  general  terms  recommended  to  Congresf^,  and  to  all 
the  States  Individually,  the  absolute  necessity  of 
adopting  some  efficacious  mode  to  accomplish  the 
latter,  but  each  will,  unless  some  method  can  be 
adopted  by  or  recommended  from  Congress,  or  the 
Commander  of  the  Army,  have  some  new-fangled,  or 
lnade<}uate  schemes  of  their  own. — In  like  manner, 
if  you  can  give  any  assistance  to  Genl,  Miffiin  in  an 
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arrangement  of  waggons  I  shall  be  glad  of  it.  One 
Snickers,  a  Gentleman  on  or  near  Shanandoah  in 
Fredk  County.  Virginia,  has  offered  to  buy  a  numben 
He  is  a  person  well  acquainted  in  this  business,  and 
may  be  depended  on, 

I  think  the  Congress  ought  not»  under  the  present 
appearance  of  things  by  any  means  to  return  to  Phil- 
adelphia. I  think  we  are  now  in  one  of  the  most 
critica!  periods  which  America  ever  saw,  and  because 
the  enemy  are  not  in  actual  motion  (by  the  by  I  be- 
lieve they  are  not  far  from  it)  every  body  seems  to,^ 
he  lulled  into  ease  and  Security. — ' 

Would  Colo.  Coxe  accept  the  appointment  ofCom- 
missar)'  of  Prisoners? — If  he  will.  I  wish  to  God  he 
would  repair  hither  immediately — 1  want  a  shrewd 
sensible  man  exceedingly  for  this  business— ^and  ob- 
taining Intelligence  which  offices  are  ver>' correspond' 
ent — Let  me  hear  from  you  on  this  point  as  quick  as 
possible — the  Pay  may.  I  presume,  be  equal  to  that  of 
Colonel.      I  am  Dr.  Sir,  &c. 

*  *'Oar  ddiciLiff  anil  tnily  rnVfoU  sJhtAlion  For  want  of  >  wffifient  fbrrv  to 
oppose  iIlc  EncRiy.  who  arc  now  ready  uid  before  tnenjr  day*  cUpK,  wiU  ulc« 
ibc  Eiclil.  imlucerl  mc  iii  expeci,  thai  ihe  Trtwi^  rabdoK  in  the  Southern 
titatci  and  mtcndccl  fur  ibu  Army  would  march  m  Lomp«ale(  or  hall  Com* 
imnicb  qn  they  Were  mule  up,  wEthoui  MaitiTij  for  ihcir  Rq^^ucnU  tv  be 
cuniplcBi,  policy  hirongly  iiiggmlnl  ih*  pro[>flrty  of  iht  msMUfc,  and  I 
nquuied  it.  But  to  my  £Ttat  anxiety  and  fturpruc  I  am  (0I1I,  l}ial  thit  IJrc  of 
conduct  U  lotaUy  ncgLciricd,  iho'  a  ffE<cni  numbrr  of  RccruirK  ore  ictuolly 
engmied.  I  mail  cntrtnl  Cotigmi  lo  intcrpoic  again  uith  ihrir  moit  prvaing 
appli<:atloii»  &  comrniflds,  thMt  ihLi  ctpcdieat  may  bt  adinpLrd  uith^jui  a 
aaonifinli  delay,  Ko  Injury  o&d  mull  from  il,  booauw  a  luflfirivat  numbvr, 
and  proper  oflicen  con  ind  muit  be  kfl  lo  r^cniii  ibe  Corp*  lo  thwr  full 
d^mpicmcni.  Nor  will  my  fran  reip«cting  thtr  itAl«  of  our  Arm»  jJIow  mc  (0 
br  \\\tv\  on  Ibat  Hi^ad,  l,ct  the  Stairs  ht  urged  to  tmd  Iboir  men  eqmppod 
with  them  ind  cvciy  other  aecotoary  if  pot&ible— J  know  uoi  wha(  »u[)plica 
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TO    JOHN    AUGUSTINE    WASHIKGTON- 

Moftimowft,  H  Febnuix,  1777. 

Dear  Brother, 

Your  Letter  of  the  24th  ullo.  from  Mount  Vernon 
came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  visit  to 
Mrs,  Washington.  1  do  not  recollect  the  date  of  my 
last  to  you,  but  nothing  of  any  great  Importance  has 
occur'd  of  late. — I  believe  there  soon  will,  as  GenL 
Howe  has  withdrawti  great  part  of  the  Troops  from 
Rhode  Island  in  order  to  strengthen  those  of  this 
State  for  I  should  think  (considering  the  situation  of 
our  Army)  some  offensive  operation* — If  he  does  not 
there  can  be  no  Improprietyt  I  conceive,  [in]  pro- 
nouncing him  a  Man  of  no  enterprize,  as  circumstan- 
ces never  will,  I  hope,  favor  him  so  much  as  at  pres- 
ent— But — as  this  is  too  delicate  a  subject  for  a 
Letter,  liable  to  miscarriage,  I  will  hold  my  tongue, — 
Whether  his  designs  arc  against  the  Militia  I  at  pres- 
ent command — another  attempt  against  Philadelphia 

fliAjr  b«  in  Store  cite  where  or  in  the  power  of  Congres,  bul  ihe^  luuil  not 
d^prnd  upon  iheir  bring  famiihed  herv  with  iny  or  hut  wilh  very  fev.  Na 
bummA  pradenn  or  precaution  coiOd  sccare,  but  a  eoioU  pnrt  of  (haic  belong- 
hig  10  th<  public  and  in  th<^  lUnds  ol  thr  Soldiery,  frcm  being  embrirlM  and 
curled  ol!  when  Lbctr  Umx  (A  Sorvtct  cupirtd,  Nnr  tan  xXm  umc*  abu?tei  be 
rcilndncd  in  iHc  }Ji^^it\^"■^H'iifJhm^t0rl  hr  i/if  Pmii^nt  a/  CongFr4a,  A3 
Febnuuy,  1777- 

'*  Hie  Cry  of  wuil  of  Provitionb  couica  10  mc  from  tvery  ijoaricr — GvnL 
Hftiwdl  wnicfc  word  Ihai  h]«  Pcnple  arc  Starving— Ccnl.  jAhnaod  of  Maryland 
jpttterday  infonn'd  me.  ttal  hii  People  couM  draw  none:.— 'tbia  diiHculiy  I 
iuid«iwand  prevdl-i  aXv>  at  Ch^iham  ! — What  Sir  H  tile  meanln^c  of  thU?— ^od 
why  venfoo  tadnirana  uf  eaclading  olben  from  thii  builncas  when  yoU  ai* 
nnabk  to  aocomplUh  U  ynortdf  ? — Caiuider,  !  beseech  you.  the  cobi^e<ioe&ctt 
of  this  n«!g]cct,  and  «crt  yaunelf  to  remove  the  Eiil  k  Complaint*  which  can- 
not b«  leM  fata!  to  ika  Army  than  disagreeable  (o*  Sir,  yr,  movt  obcdt.*'" 
tVasAiK^Oii  l0  Cfftnmiiiary  /miiVt  93  February,  1777- 
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'  which  I  cannot  believe,  to  make  his  own  defences 
more  secure,  time  only  can  tdl, — and  a  little  of  it,  I 
believe,  will  do  it 

Our  Scouts,  and  the  Enemy's  Foraging  Parties, 
have  frequent  skirmishes  :  in  which  they  always  sus- 
tain the  greatest  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  owing 
to  our  Superior  skill  in  Fire  arms. — These,  and  fr^ 
qucnt  Desertions,  tho'  not  of  any  great  magnitude, 
serves  to  waste  their  Army,  but  this  is  wimUrbaJan^d 
by  a  set  of  Parraeides  who  have  engaged  in  their  Ser- 
vice^ and  Inlisi  alt  our  Counirymett  ihey  can  sedua. 

Your  remark  "  that  you  cannot  depend  upon  the 
Reports  of  our  Strength"  is  most  litterally  true —  It 
is  morally  impossible  that  any  body  at  a  distance 
should  know  it  with  precision  and  certainty  :  because 
while  it  depends  upon  Militia,  who  are  here  to^ay 
and  gone  tomorrow — whose  way,  like  the  ways  of 
[Pr]ovidence  are  almost  inscrutable — and  whrm  it  is 
our  Interest  however  much  our  characters  may  [su]f- 
fer  by  it,  to  make  small  number!^  appear  large,  it  is 
impossible  you  should  ;  for  in  order  to  deceive  the 
Enemy  effectually,  we  must  not  communicate  our 
weakness  to  any  body. 

It  becomes  everj'  friend  in  every  Slate,  to  hasten 
the  Recruiting  Service-  It  behooves  them  to  for- 
ward the  Leviesj  on  by  Companies  or  otherwise,  as 
[soon]  as  possible,  and  believe  me^  it  behooves  every 
friend  to  the  American  Cause  to  exert  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  apprehend  Deserters — Desertion  is  a 
growing  evil — it  Is  become  a  kind  of  business,  under 
the  present   bounty — to   Desert  one  Corps  to  enlist 
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in  another — In  a  word,  if  vigorous  measures  to 
apprehend,  and  rigorous  in  punishing  are  not  pursued 
the  cause  will  be  exceedingly  injured. 

If  we  can  once  get  the  new  Army  compleat  and  the 
Congress  will  take  care  to  have  it  properly  supplied," 
I  think  we  may  thereafter  bid  Defiance  to  Great 
Britain,  and  her  foreign  auxiliaries. 

My  warmest  affections  I  make  a  tender  of  to  my 
Sister  and  the  family. — My  compliments  present  to 
all  enquiring  friends — and  with  strongest  assurances 
of  unalterable  love  to  yourself  I  remain  yn  affecle. 
Brother- 

P.  S.  Yesterday  a  skirmish  happen'd  between  a 
foraging  Party  of  the  Enemy  and  a  Party  collected 
from  our  [out]  Posts,  in  wch<  it  is  said,  from  [what] 
accts-  we  have  been  yet  able  to  [get]  that  the  Enemy 
in  killed  and  wounded  must  have  [lost]  upwards  of 
an  hundred  Men — Seven  Prisoners  were  [taken]  and 
brought  In. — Our  loss  was  three  killed — eight 
wounded 


TO   PATRICK    HENRY,   GOVERNOR  OF  VIRGINIA. 

MoituthTOWN,  u  FchniArr,  1777' 

Dear  Stk^ 

Mr.  Walker  has,  I  doubt  not,  informed  you  of  the 
situation  in  which  I  have  placed  him,  in  order  that  he 
may  obtain  the  best  Information,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  have  his  real  design  hid  from  the  world  ;  there- 
by  avoiding  the  evils,  which  might  otherwise  result 
from  such  appointments,  if  adopted  by  other  States. 
It  will  naturally  occur  to  you,  Sir,  that  there  are  some 
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secrets,  on  the  keeping  of  which  depends  oftentimes 
the  salvation  of  an  army  ;  secrets  which  cannot  or  at 
least  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  to  paper  ;  nay,  which 
none  but  the  Commandcr-iti-chief,  at  the  time,  should 
be  acquainted  with. 

If  Mr,  Walker's  commission,  therefore,  from  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  should  be  known,  it 
would,  I  am  persuaded,  be  followed  by  others  of  the 
like  nature  from  other  States,  which  would  be  no 
better  than  so  many  marplots  To  avoid  the  pre- 
cedent, therefore,  and  from  your  character  of  Mr- 
Walker,  and  the  high  opinion  I  myself  entertain  of 
his  abilities,  honor,  and  prudence,  I  have  taken  him 
into  my  family  as  an  extra  aid-de-camp,  and  shall  be 
happy  if,  in  this  character,  he  can  answer  your  expec- 
tations. I  sincerely  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  kind 
congratulations  on  the  late  success  of  theContinertal 
arms  (would  to  God  it  may  continue),  and  for  your 
polite  mention  of  me.  Let  me  earnestly  entreat,  that 
the  troops  raised  in  Virginia  for  this  army  be  for- 
warcdon  by  companies,  or  otherwise,  without  delay, 
and  as  well  equipped  as  possible  for  the  field,  or  we 
shall  be  in  no  condition  to  open  the  campaign.  With 
every  sentiment  of  respect  and  regard, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &a 


TO   THE  COUNXIL  OF   MASSACHUSETTS  BAY, 

MoRRiSTDWN,  a8  Fcbru»r7,  I77T- 

Gentlemen, 

I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Campbell  of  the  71st  regiment,  dated  in  Concord 
gaol  on  the  4th  of  this  month/     The  Colonel,  in  this 
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letter,  gives  me  an  account  of  such  severity  of  his 
confinement,  as  is  scarcely  ever  inflicted  upon  the 
most  atrocious  criminals.  The  following  extract  from 
his  letter  shows  the  reasons,  that  were  given  to  him 
upon  his  being  confined. — "  The  first  of  this  month, 
I  was  carried  and  lodged  in  the  common  gaol  of  Con- 
cordi  by  an  order  of  Congress,  through  the  Council 
of  Boston,  intimating  for  a  reason,  that  a  refusal  of 
General  Howe  to  give  up  General  Lee  for  six  field- 
officers,  of  whom  I  was  one,  and  the  placing  of  that 
gentleman  under  the  charge  of  the  Provost  of  New 
York,  were  the  motives  of  their  particular  ill  treat- 
ment to  me."  He  then  proceeds  to  give  a  descrip* 
tion  of  the  place  in  which  he  is  confined,  which,  if 
true,  is  shocking  to  humanity,  and  not  to  be  justified 
upon  the  most  sitrict  interpretation  of  the  Resolve  of 
Congress,  which  is  as  follows  ;  "Should  the  proffered 
exchange  of  General  Lee,  for  six  Hessian  field-offi- 
cers, not  be  accepted,  and  the  treatment  of  him  as 
above  mentioned  be  continued,  then  the  principles  of 
retaliation  shall  occasion  five  of  the  said  Hessian 
field-officers,  together  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  or  any  other  officers  that  are  or  may 
be  in  our  possession,  equivalent  in  number  or  qual- 
ity, to  be  detained,  in  order  that  the  same  trcaimenL 
which  General  Lee  shall  receive,  may  be  gxacily  in- 
flicted upon  their  persons/''  By  this  you  will  ob- 
serve, tliat  exactly  the  same  ireatment  is  lo  be  shown 
to  Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  officers,  that 


'  Colonel  Campbell  \aA  been  lakcn  pnsoncr  in  BoGton  harbor  on  booid  i 
mnnpoTt.  in  June,  177''-     Sec  VoL  IV.,  p.  1O9, 
*  &«c  y^mmai*  a/  tVo^frr/^,  jAriuuy  4.  1777. 
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General  Howe  shows  lo  General  Lee  ;  and,  as  he  is 
only  confined  to  a  commodious  house,  with  genteel 
accommodations,  we  have  no  right  or  reason  to  be 
more  severe  upon  Colonel  Campbell,  who  I  would 
wish  should  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  be 
removed  from  his  present  situation,  and  put  into  a 
house  where  he  may  live  comfortably. 

Coloni!!  Campbell  mentions  the  ca*ie  of  Captain 
John  Walker,  of  Colonel  Gorhams  corps,  who,  he 
says,  is  confined  in  the  same  gaol  and  in  the  apart- 
ment with  the  common  men.  I  know  not  what  crime 
is  alleged  against  Captain  Walker;  but,  1  will  only 
observe,  that,  unless  there  is  a  verj'  good  foundation, 
*(uch  treatment  is  impolitic,  for  the  enemy  have 
three  hundred  of  our  of)icers»  whom  we  have  little 
chance  of  exchanging,  and  upon  whom  they  may 
retaliate. 

Before  I  had  closed  my  letter,  I  was  honored  with 
your  favors  of  the  nth  and  13th  instant.  Nothing 
distresses  me  more,  than  the  univer!ial  call  that  is  upon 
mcfrom  all  quarters  for  fire-arms,  which  I  am  tatally 
unable  to  supply.  The  scandalous  loss,  waste,  and 
private  appropriation  of  public  arms,  during  the  last 
campaign,  are  beyond  all  conception.  Every  State 
must  exert  itself,  and  call  upon  its  colonels  to  pro- 
duce receipts,  or  to  account  for  its  arms,  that  were 
delivered  out  to  them  last  year.  I  beg  you  will  not 
only  do  this,  but  purchase  all,  fit  for  the  field  that 
that  can  be  procured  from  private  persons,  of  which 
there  must  be  a  vast  number  in  the  government,  I 
am,  &c 
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P.  S,  I  omitted  to  mention  above,  that  the  commis- 
sions of  all  the  officers,  upon  the  new  establishment, 
are  to  bear  date  upon  the  ist  of  January,  1777.  and 
the  precedency  to  be  settled  by  a  board  of  ofiicers." 
I  desire,  for  particular  reasons,  that  the  contents  of  the 
above  letter  may  not  be  suffered  to  go  beyond  the 
Council  for  the  present  Colonel  Campbells  confine- 
ment may  be  enlarged  without  assigning  the  reasons 
publicly.' 


TO      THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONCIRESS. 

UoSRifiTYtWK,  I  March,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  was  this  evening  honored  with  your  favor  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  accompanied  by  sundry  proceedings  of 
Congress;  Those  respecting  General  Lee»  which 
prescribe  the  treatment  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Camp- 
bell and  the  five  Hessian  field-officers,  are  the  cause 

*  OvncrftT  WiuhiiiglO'ii  wu  nutborifol  by  Congrou  to  jcitlc  any  iliapuics  la 
lh«  umy  mprctins  rank.  yoMrn/ttf,  la  F«-bra«ry.  1777.  Bui,  notwith- 
atuulintc  tbia  power,  it  wit  hi%  cunlom  to  refer  all  cues  ol  chi^  tort  to  ihe  ded- 
don  oi  %  tKiftnl  of  oFHctrik 

*  *'  I  UiiSLj*ht  received  Ihcf'vor  of  your  letter.  «nJ  *in  much  ubljgrti  hy  Ibe 
^itiiuri  yuu  u^c  i^iucd  to  cHtcrlJiiEi  ui  uic>  I  oitj  (ujI  iikoiEciI  Willi  iliu  Tw* 
«ra  you  tupputc  ;  aud  El  W  u  boom|>atni]a  with  my  authority,  bi  R15  indina- 
lion,  to  coairftvcnc  oiiy  dot«rmJnAtlon»  Cencms  may  unkc.  But  <u  it  dot« 
not  Bppcorto  me.  that  your  procnt  Tmfni«nl  \%  required  hy  any  rr^olutioii  of 
ihw%,  but  U  tbp  resuUof  mUconcFplion.  I  hjive  written  myopialoii  of  the  mai- 
ler to  Colonel  bowdoin,  which.  1  imaelne.  will  pfofurc  «  mmijailon  of  what 
yoD  now  luJTer.  I  hive  a]«o  rcijurfitu*!,  thai  mqiiiry  be  utiuie  jjito  tlic  ca>«  i>( 
C«puin  Wilker.  Aod  |irO]icr  steps  ukcn  to  remore  all  yXf-t  uiue  of  compTAint 
aoDceming  him^  1  shall  jilwiLyi  be  tuppy  to  manifeit  my  diain^h'BULtiou  to  &ay 
ftfidiic  Mvtnlies  lowuxlt  lhc«e.  whom  the  furtiice  of  war  insy  chantr  to  throw 
SntOTTiy  H^iiA%.—  WAihtngem  ta  iJeatUnatU'Lhiomi CatnfifirU,  i  Mardi.  1777, 
At  (lie  lame  time  that  CoIdiibI  Caiupbcll  wiuic  lo  Gcncnk  Waahinglvn,  be  aUo 
amt  a  Inng  Ivricet  lo  Rir  Willum   IIowp.    which   w««  forvanlitil  Ihrough    the 
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of  this  letter"  Though  I  sincerely  commiserate  the 
misfortunes  of  Genera]  Lee,  and  feel  much  for  his 
present  unhappy  situation^  yet,  with  all  possible  def- 
erence to  the  opinion  of  Congress,  I  fear  that  these 
resolutions  would  not  have  the  desired  effect,  are 
formed  in  impolicy,  and  will,  if  adhered  to,  produce 
consequences  of  an  extensive  and  melancholy  nature. 
Retaliation  is  certainly  just,  and  sometimes  ncccs- 
sary,  even  where  attended  with  the  severc&t  penal- 
ties ;  but,  when  the  evils  which  may  and  must  result 
from  il  exceed  those  intended  to  be  redressed,  pru- 
dence and  policy  require  that  it  should  be  avoided* 
Having  premised  thus  much,  I  beg  leave  to  examine 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  it  in  the  instances  now 
before  us. 

From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain.  General  Lee*s  usage  has  not  been  so  disgrace* 
ful  and  dishonorable  as  to  authorize  the  treatment 
decreed  to  those  gentlemen,  were  it  not  prohibited 
by  many  other  important  considerations.  His  con- 
finement, I  believe,  has  been  more  rigorous  than  has 
been  generally  experienced  by  the  rest  of  our  officers, 

hacdi  of  lh*C«u&dW  Masvchatvlti,  And  in  wliich  h*  dsCTibed  tb«  sllv^ 
tion  m  vrr?  ApreniTo  |an£uacv.  lit  aoknowhdKvs  hiving  recdrcd  kiDd  and 
proper  irc^tmcnL  lil)  tlib  rr^oNf  of  Con^rcn  for  roUliation,  but  girru  a  revolu 
iD(r  pkrure  of  hit  conJUiun  In  Conconl  ^sttjX.  Sec  tiU  letter  in  ilie  /^rmnfinut^ 
<tr',  voL  V,.  p,  130.  Colonel  CtmpbeUwju  a  member  of  ParJUiucnt  tar  Uum- 

fcrmlibc  in    Scultknd. 

^  "  Uctfjlvi^d.  ihftt  Ehe  Board  of  Wur  he  djrccied  immaitial^Jy  to  ords  (he  fire 
Huftian  licld'Officcn  and  Uciitcnan (-Colon el  Campbell  into  saf«  md  clotc 
cailody,  it  bcLDg  the  umJLcmblc  rcsoluiion  oi  Congress  to  tetdiaic  ou  them  the 
tame  piii\shmctH,  B£  may  be  inflicted  on  the  person  of  GvnenJ  Lcc."— yipxr- 
naif  FcUnaty  mtb.  Cungrra  aslgnodt  a»  n  r»4oo  foir  thh  lesgJve,  the  leU 
ler  from    General  Howe  \a  G^nenkl  WAstington,  dated  /Bmiary  t3d^ 
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or  tho&e  of  the  enemy,  who  have  been  in  our  posses- 
sion ;  but,  if  the  reports  be  true,  received  on  that 
head,  he  has  been  provided  with  a  decent  apartment, 
and  with  most  things  necessary  to  render  him  com* 
fortabic-  This  is  not  the  case  with  one  of  the  oflficers 
comprehended  in  the  resolves,  if  his  letter,  of  which 
a  copy  is  transmitted,  deserves  your  credit.  Here 
retaliation  seems  to  have  been  prematurely  begun; 
or,  to  speak  with  more  propriety,  severities  have  been 
and  arc  exercised  towards  Colonel  CampbelL  not  jus- 
tified by  any  that  General  Lee  has  yet  received. 

In  point  of  policy,  under  the  present  situation  of 
our  affairs,  this  doctrine  cannot  be  supported  The 
balance  of  pri*ioners  is  greatly  against  us;  and  a 
general  regard  to  the  happiness  of  the  whole  should 
mark  our  conduct.  Can  we  imagine,  that  our  ene* 
mies  will  not  mete  the  same  punishment5>  the  same 
indignities,  the  same  cruelties,  to  those  belonging  to 
us,  in  their  possession,  that  we  impose  on  theirs  in 
our  power  ?  Why  should  we  suppose  them  to  pos* 
sess  more  humanity  ihan  we  have  ourselves?  Or 
why  should  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tresses of  one  brave,  unfortunate  man,  involve  many 
more  in  the  same  calamities  ?  However  disagreeable 
the  fact  may  be,  the  enemy  may  at  this  time  have  in 
their  power,  and  subject  to  their  call,  near  three  hun* 
dred  officers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  In  this  number  there  are  some  of  high  rank  ; 
themoslofthemaremenof  bravery  and  of  merit  The 
quota  of  theirs  in  our  hands  bears  no  proportion, 
being  not  more  than  fifty  at  most.      Under  these  cir- 
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cumf;Uinces,  we  should  certainly  do  no  act  to  draw 
upon  (he  gentlemen  belonging  to  us,  and  who  have 
already  suffered  a  long  captivity,  greater  punishments 
than  they  have  experienced  and  now  experience.  If 
wc  should,  what  will  their  feelings  be,  and  those  of 
their  numerous  and  extensive  connexions  ?  Suppose 
the  treatment  prescribed  for  the  Hessians  should  be 
pursued,  will  it  not  establish  what  the  enemy  have 
been  aiming  to  effect  by  everj-  artifice  and  the  gross- 
est misrepresentations,  I  mean,  an  opinion  of  our  en- 
mity towards  them,  and  of  the  cruel  conduct  they 
experience  when  they  fall  into  our  hands,  a  prejudice 
which  wc  on  our  part  have  heretofore  thought  it 
politic  to  suppress  and  to  root  out  by  every  act  of 
lenity  and  kindness?  It  certainly  will  The  Hes- 
sians  would  hear  of  the  punishment  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  heightened  exaggeration,  would  feci 
the  injury,  without  investigating  the  cause,  or  reason- 
ing upon  the  justice  or  necessity  of  it  The  mischiefs, 
which  may  and  must  inevitably  flow  from  the  execution 
of  ourselves,  appear  to  be  endless  and  innumerable 

On  my  own  part,  I  have  been  much  embarrassed 
on  the  subject  of  exchanges  already.  Applications 
are  daily  made,  by  both  friends  and  enemies,  to  com- 
plete them  as  far  as  circumstances  of  number  and 
rank  will  apply.  Some  of  the  former  have  com- 
plained, that  a  discrimination  is  about  to  be  adopted, 
perhaps  injurious  to  their  reputation^  and  certainly 
depriving  them  of  their  right  of  exchange  in  due 
course,  as  established  upon  the  principles  of  equality 
proposed  last  year,  acceded  to  by  both  parties,  and 
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now  subsisting.     The  latter  charge  me  with  a  breach 
of  faith,  and  call  on  me  to  perform  the  agreement. 

Many  more  objections  might  be  subjoined,  were 
ihey  material-  1  shall  only  observe,  that  the  present 
Slate  of  our  army,  if  it  deserves  that  name,  will  not 
authorize  the  language  of  retaliation,  or  the  style  of 
menace  This  will  be  conceded  by  all.  who  know  that 
the  whole  of  our  force  is  weak  and  trifling,  and  com- 
posed of  militia  (very  few  regular  troops  excepted), 
whose  service  is  on  the  eve  of  expiring.  There  are 
several  other  matters,  which  might  be  mentioned 
upon  this  subject,  would  time  and  opportunity  per- 
mit ;  but  as  they  will  not,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
Colonel  Walker,  who  will  deliver  this,  and  give  satis- 
faction to  any  inquiries  that  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary. Persuading  myself  that  Congress  will  indulge 
the  liberty  I  have  taken  upon  this  occasion,  1  have 
only  to  wish  for  the  result  of  their  deliberations  after 
ihey  have  reconsidered  the  resolves,  and  to  assure 
them  that  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 

*  R««d  £n  Congress  Murch  I3lh, 

On  ilie  iTidn  lubjcci  ot  thii  kUei,  Congtei*  teaolved,  "  Thnt  General  Wuh- 
Ini^tt'ii  t>c  iufuimcJ,  ihM  Congr^i  cannot  <i^te  to  anj  BltciAiIoD  in  Uic  R9olrc 
piBHl  on  th«  6th  of  jAnnary  :  dnrl^  a%  To  Ih?  cr^itiplninti  of  Ci^lonrl  CimpbeO, 
ie  wu  ncv«r  their  inifutioa  that  he  ihxiutd  *uff«T  any  other  hftrdihip.  ihan  mcli 
conftnecDcnt  u  ia  nccmary  to  his  iccuril^  for  the  purpose  of  Ihnr  rrrolvc."^ 
yrwmji/i,  March  f4lh.  in  communtcating  thin  rMolve.  the  President  of  Con* 
gr^s  otnervccl  :  "Th«  obvjciuiL  ilUlmclloii  of  Gcncru]  Howe  in  hU  [rcnimcnt 
of  GtiMral  l,*^,  who  in  nctoriotuly  comnutlod  to  lh«  cuKtady  of  Uic  provoAti  ■«! 
denied hU  puoto.  whiip  oiir  6l1icT ofHcert  tr«  tdmillH  toil,  wuthecrmind  on 
whidk  CoagrfM  pcocee<tccJ  when  ihey  p«u£d  thA[  rciolvc  (of  Jjinu;»ry  tth),  Iho 
l&Mation  of  wliidi  vnn  to  (how  thai  in  proportion  ak  ^creHlicK  n^ninsi  bin 
verc  f  [icTcu«d,  Ihe  tunc  tre:»mcnt  ihould  be  oLcrcised  on  iJK  Aeld-officen."*- 

"  During  the  Ijui  om|]Ai^.  the  grtfttcBl  pan  of  the  annf  were.  tX  e  considerw 
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to  aqbekt  uokkis. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  27th  ultimo  came  to  my  hand» 
last  night.  The  freedom,  with  which  you  have  com- 
municated your  sentiments  on  several  matters  therein 
contained,  is  highly  pleasing  to  me.  For  be  assured 
Sir  that  nothing  would  add  more  to  my  satisfaction, 
than  an  unreserved  corre*iponHence  with  a  Gentleman 
of  whose  Abilities  and  attachment  to  the  Cause  wc 
are  contending  for,  I  entertain  so  high  an  opinion  as 

blc  CcjQtinenia]  vxpciuc.  well  umeid:  from  wb^ncc  t  tuJ  hopn,  Ihal  id  inmnc 
oui  new  un«,  no  very  |;rcal  diAicultv  would  obstruct  us,  Hui,  in  ui>|>0i^Si&<in  lo 
aJJ  my  ord«r»>  >iid  ni>lvitbitandinf;  m^  uimoBt  vj^fAiicc^  mofliof  the  rcijiineaUi, 
^in^  ufl  tX  tltfFerctiE  limo,  fiuui  dUTcicut  |j]iu:c*,  utO  iiuiJci  LlZUcccal  ciictiui- 
■twicvtt  <vob  off  ^ifh  Vm  m-^nj  puUJe  *r[nk  lli«t  were  |>ut  ihTu  ibdr  lu^d<b 
TbcM.  no  doubt ,  ftrc  ftijll  in  poucuion  nf  ihc  imiivIflaAU,  v'lm  bore  Iheintvrtr  ; 
ftnd  miy,  T  tlimild  rappow,  with  Utile  cxpcnir  A/td  some  Activity  tn  tfte  officcn. 
aided  by  the  supreme  civil  povcrin  each  Slafc.  he  Tcgnined  to  Ihepublk,  Ud- 
leu  u>Rie  mdi  step  «a  ihU  Is  uloptcd  and  Kiiendcd  with  lucccs,  1  ledi  wr  »hAll 
not  be  Able  1o  f uftiLh  a  kQHicienl  imnil>er  forour  sotdi^Ti.  Satlafaclory  aniw*m 
to  n:ty  reptAioJ  AppUcAlJoiU  en  the  lubjef I  hAVe  AOI  yet  been  fA^iorcd  me  With 
by  Con£r(u,  to  thai  I  Amvtilla  itnuigef  to  the  rooaroes  they  hfitc.  Il  then* 
foTT  bchoveA  cacb  SIaic.  in  addition  fomycDdearon;  toaertiTtmoBlunwoaried 
Activity  in  Arming  \\\  quotA.  bfforr  \\\zy  march  lor  the  6eld.  Our  tituAtion  >sd 
prDtpfciA  tunixi]  Die,  in  Ihc  mv^^f  prE^iii)^  manner.  E^  call  your  AttcDtivn  l«w- 
ardft  np'diVmit  'h'  rrrmiting  sml  f^qiiippinf;  «f  ynur  halF«lionXr"^lftir4ii^|V 
im  iv  tJU  OmvtnlUn  fi/ /^'fxo   York,  i  Marcli,  1777- 

The  embArrAumcnt  iboul  firc-arniK,  which  ilireilened  to  be  >ctlou»  And 
AlArming,  Wfli  happily  relieved  by  iheArrLvat  of  iwovei^eU  from  l^rAncc  in  the 
inoDth  of  MAii;h :  ijne  a1  Porumonth,  Lii  Nev  I  iAmphhiie,  wiih  «  i^ico  of 
About  twelve  thoiUdnd  (ukeec,  one  thotuand  bu-FcLi  ol  powdej-,  blHokctt,  uid  ' 
AAlUlATy  Atoret  on  iiccoitnt  of  the  United  StAtcs :  And  the  other  At  rhiUdclphiA, 
wich  eleven  thouiAnd  fuiecA,  of  which  six  thouund  h^rongcd  to  tlie  United 
StAteA,  And  the  n^fnoindrr  wcr«  pnKbavd  by  Congress  fur  llie  pablic  Bi'rvic«. 
nil  forlimatr  wpply.  added  to  tlio^r  AiirA^y  in  u-tc,  vAh  enouf-li  to  cjuip  Lhc 
vrbple  arrrn'  fnr  the  Approaching  campaij^n,  And  vraa  of  the  utraoitt  tcupijilmcc. 
Coaff^™  vorH  that  five  Iboiuund  of  <tir  fire^amiB  bmnfihl  inin  Pi>rlKmODth 
•benldbcdclLvcrvdto  thc-Coundlof  Ma^MdinBeilt.  Thnc  thoutAnd  werere- 
fidrad  by  Connecilcai,  And  more  thAn  two  thousand  by  New  liAmpsbire, 
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I  do  of  yoursv  Letters,  however,  being  liable  to 
various  accidents^  make  a  communication  of  thoughts 
that  way  rather  unsafe  But,  as  this  will  be  conveyed 
by  a  gentleman  on  whom  I  can  depend,  1  shall  noC 
scruple  to  disclose  my  Mind  and  situation,  more  freely 
than  I  otherwise  should  da' 

'  This  teller  vas  fn  reply  lo  one,  which  Mr.  Morris  hMd  Itiely  trriEtcn,  re* 
mvUnc  on  «  prcvluui  Icllcr  from  C-cncril  Wtttliinitioa  \o  him,  in  whi<;h  the 
pnMpnrtt  tA  ihe  fiiEurr.  ptrlicularly  m  Tr|>ard  \i>  thr  mavrmmu  %t%t{  Ae*.\^n%  at 
the  enemy  p  were  (Iepicie4  tntombre  oobn. 

"  I  do  (io[  ULc  (0  br  un^mc, "  obcKrv&i  Mr.  Morri«,  '*  and  yel  U  ii  necew 
Mjy  in  acontdt  tilic  ihU  wc  nrccngftgciJ  in  tovicHr  the  best  lidcof  thepklure 
fiequeaiJy.  Kcmeiubtri.  gcKxl  SJr,  tbai  few  mra  cmn  keep  ihciT  fedinfi  to 
ihonulTCA,  Aod  tlitl  \X  Is  nfOHury  low  oaraplc'c  cake,  lh4C  all  iMden  diould 
feel  iikd  think  boldly  in  ordci  to  inspirit  othcn,  who  look  up  to  (hem.  Ucnvea, 
net  doubi  for  ihc  noblrti  purport,  hoi  blc»ed  you  with  i  fimneis  «f  viad, 
vteadincn  of  oounlcnance,  and  patience  tti  tuffenrgv,  thai  ^vc  you  iaiinite  ad* 
vaDla|;o  oTCr  either  msn.  Thin  being  the  ca(»C|  you  are  not  to  dapead  on  olh9 
p«^lc'*  ^JLcrtivnt  hdingvciUAt  tr>  your  own,  Op<  oiinU  ff#dAEtn<l  thrivti  on 
mlcfortuQ^iby  linding  n^saurcn  lo  get  th<r  brtler  of  them  :  anollieT  linkt  iindff 
tlieir  weight,  IhinkiogitUDpouibleioreAai ;  and,aa|belatteideicriplionpKib«- 
bly  includci  the  mijority  of  mnnkitt  J,  wc  most  be  cauiiouK  of  alaimiag  Eheni. 

"  I  hate  dccc]itiun.  4ml  (-annutwi»h  any  thin;;  bkc  U  thould  o\«t  eicapcyou  ; 
but  I  really  think  if  lIk'  bri^ltl  hide  uf  n\xt  alTaifb  were  ncjnictiincA  i*>  be  painted 
by  yciuf  pc^,  nr  itanciitifid  h^'  yonr  namr,  il  wwild  ilnw  forth  thp  eK«Ttii>ii«  of 
•omc  jiood  men  sooner  tfaan  dislrcn  doct  Irom  oibcrK  I  hope  you  will  CKCuie 
ice  for  lbi«  ttyle  of  wrltin|-,  ivhtdi  almoAT  amuunts  to  cnnlideniia] ;  and,  were 
1  iiort  M  •uch  bctn^  received  in  ihe  Mme  light  in  which  1  write  it.  [  ^houtd 
tament  to  you  the  abunoe  of  roanj  grut,  f'ood,  and  valuable  men  frani  Con- 
pcaa  ;  for,  if  pcaE  care  i>  not  taken,  Ibat  body,  to  reipcciablc  from  the  nature 
of  iKr  appoint  mcnr,  the  imporlance  of  ft*  object,  andilie  rei-pectabtr  cliancteia 
ofitJihe(etof<freindividnal  mcmben,  will  losic  |£Tcat  pait  of  Itiwet^Ebl  and  cona^ 
qtience  in  the  eye*  of  oor  own  people-  We  have  now  ii>  lament  the  absence 
bom  the  public  oouocili  of  America,  of  Johnson,  Jay,  K-  K.  Uvinpton, 
Duaiic,  Dcanc,  W.  LItlngitoo,  Fionklm,  DJikinson,  llArritork,  NetK>u, 
Hooper,  Rutleilge,  and  othen  nM  ten  rompimoiu,  wiihnnl  my  prr^per  tp. 
pointmcnts  xt>  611  theiT  pUeei,  and  thu  at  the  >eo'  i^^c  ^^^V  d'C  moil  wanted, 
or  would  be  to,  if  they  bad  not  very  wiiely  supplied  Uie  rleliciency  by  flelcf^l- 
iiifC  to  your  KxcclJeiycy  cercain  iH^wcri,  tliat  ihe^  rlun»t  not  ha¥reriiniiicd  toany 
other  neii-  But  wliat  ih  i^i  bomnie  of  America  and  itt  caubc;,  if  »  tonitaoE 
daeluation  it  to  Cak4  pJan  oAtong  £t»  oounnEJont,  uid  at  every  cbafi|^  wa  Gnd 
fcaaon  lo  view  ii  with  rcEfei  ? " — LfUtr.  February  aTth, 
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The  Reasons,  my  good  Sir,  which  you  assign  for 
thinking  General  Howe  cannot  move  forward  with  his 
army  are  good  ;  but  not  conclusive,  It  is  a  descrip- 
tive evidence  of  the  difiiculties  he  has  to  contend 
with,  but  no  proof  that  they  cannot  be  surmounted. 
It  is  a  view  of  one  side  of  the  picture,  against  which 
let  me  enumerate  the  advantages  on  the  other,  and 
then  determine  how  we  would  act  in  his  situation 
General  Howe  cannot,  by  the  best  intelligence  I  have 
been  able  to  get,  have  less  than  ten  thousand  men  in  the 
Jerseys  and  on  board  of  transports  at  Amboy-  Ours 
does  not  exceed  four  thousand  His  are  well  dis- 
ciplined, well  officered,  and  well  appointed,  Ours 
raw  Militia,  badly  officered,  and  under  no  Government, 
His  numbers  cannot,  in  any  short  time,  be  augmented* 
Ours  must  be  very  considerably,  and  by  such  troops 
as  we  can  have  some  reliance  on,  or  the  jjame  is  at  an 
end.  His  situation  with  rcspectto  horses  and  forage 
is  bad,  very  bad,  1  believe;  but  will  it  be  better? 
No  ;  on  the  contrary,  worse,  and,  therefore,  an  induce- 
ment, if  no  oilier,  to  shift  quarters.  Genera]  Howe's 
informants  arc  too  numerous,  and  too  well  acquainted 
with  all  these  circumstances,  to  suffer  him  to  remain 
in  ignorance  of  them,  Witli  what  propriety,  then, 
can  he  miss  so  favorable  an  opportunity  of  striking 
a  capital  stroke  against  a  city,  from  whence  wc  derive 
so  many  advantages,  the  carrying  of  which  would 
give  such  eclat  to  his  arms,  and  strike  suoh  a  damp 
upon  ours?  Nor  is  his  difficulty  of  moving  so  great 
as  is  imagined.  All  the  heavy  Baggage  of  the  Army, 
their  Salt  provisions,  (and  flour,  their  stores,  Sec.), 
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might  go  round  by  water ;  whibt  their  supi^rior  num- 
fcers  would  enable  them  to  make  a  sweep  of  the 
horses  for  many  miles  around  about  them  (not  already 
taken  off  by  us). 

In  addition  to  all  this,  his  coming  himself  to  Bruns- 
wic,  his  bringirg  troops  which  cannot  be  qnartered. 
and  keeping  them  on  shipboard  at  Amboy,  with  some 
ether  corroborating  circumstances,  did  induce  a  firm 
belief  in  me,  that  he  would  move,  and  towards  Phila- 
delphia. 1  candidly  own.  that  I  expected  it  would 
happen  before  the  expiration  of  my  proclamation; 
the  longer  it  is  delayed,  the  better  for  us,  and  happy 
shall  I  be,  if  I  am  deceived.  My  opinions  upon 
these  several  matters  are  only  known  to  those,  who 
have  a  right  to  be  informed-  As  much  as  possible  I 
have  endeavored  to  conceal  them  from  every  one 
else;  and.  that  no  hasty  removal  of  the  public  stores 
should  take  place,  thereby  communicating  an  alarm; 
it  was,  that  I  early  recommended  this  measure,  and 
have  since  been  urging  it,  well  knowing  that  a  meas- 
ure of  this  kind,  set  hastily  about,  when  the  enemy 
were  advancing,  would  give  unfavorable  impressions, 
and  be  attended  with  bad  consequences.  To  deceive 
Congress,  or  you,  through  whose  hands  my  letters  to 
them  are  to  pass,  with  false  appearances  and  assur- 
ances»  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  criminal,  and  make 
me  responsible  for  the  consequences,  1  endeavor, 
in  all  these  letters,  to  state  matters  as  they  appear  to 
my  judgment,  withoutadding  toordiminishing  aught 
from  the  picture.  From  othen^  my  sentiments  are 
pretty  much  hid. 
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I  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  that  Congress  had  grati- 
fied General  Lee  in  his  request.  If  not  too  late,  I 
wish  they  would  do  it  still,  I  can  see  no  possible  evil 
that  can  result  from  it  ;  some  good  1  think  might 
The  request  to  see  a  gentleman  or  two  came  from  the 
G^n^rai,  not  from  the  Commissioners ;  there  could 
have  been  no  harm,  therefore,  in  hearing  what  ha  had 
to  say  on  any  subject,  especially  as  he  had  declared, 
that  his  own  personal  interest  was  deeply  concerned* 
The  resolve  to  put  in  close  confinement  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hessian  field-officers,  in 
order  to  retaliate  General  Lee's  punishment  upon 
thern^  is,  in  my  opinion,  injurious  in  every  point  of 
view,  and  must  have  been  entered  into  wiihout  due 
attention  to  the  consequences.  Does  Congress  know 
how  much  the  balance  of  prisoners  is  against  us ; 
that  the  enemy  have,  at  least,  three  hundred  ofiicersi 
of  ours  in  their  possession,  and  we  not  fifty  of  theirs  ; 
that  Generals  Thompson  and  Walcrburj'  arc  subject 
to  be  recalled  at  any  time  ?  Do  they  imagine  that 
these  officers  will  not  share  the  fate  of  Campbell 
&c?  Or,  possibly^  by  receiving  very  different  treat- 
ment, mixed  with  artful  in5;inuations.  have  their  re- 
sentments roused  to  acts  highly  injurious  to  our 
cause.  It  is  much  easier  to  raise  a  ferment  of  this 
kind  than  to  allay  it.  Do  they  know  that  every  arti- 
fice is  now  practising  to  prepossess  the  Hessians  with 
an  idea  of  our  mal*treatment  of  their  countrymen  (in 
our  possession);  that  we  are  treating  them  as  slaves  ; 
nay,  that  we  mean  to  sell  them  ?  And  will  not  the 
close  confinement  of  their  first  officers  be  adduced  as 
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strong  evidence  of  this  ?  Congress  therefore  should 
be  cautious  how  they  adopt  measures  which  cannot 
be  carried  into  execution  without  involving  a  train  of 
evils,  that  may  be  fatal  in  their  consequences.  In  a 
word,  common  prudence  dictates  the  necessity  of 
duly  attending  to  the  circumstances  of  both  armies, 
before  the  style  of  conquerors  is  assumed  by  either  ; 
and  sorr^'  I  am  to  add*  that  this  does  not  appear  to 
be  the  case  with  us  ;  nor  is  it  in  my  power  to  make 
Congress  fully  sensible  of  the  real  situation  of  our 
affairs,  and  that  it  is  with  difficulty^  (if  I  may  use  the 
expression.)  that  I  can.  by  every  means  in  my  power, 
keep  the  life  and  soul  of  thas  army  together.  In  a 
word,  when  they  arc  at  a  distance,  they  think  it  is  but 
to  say,  Presto  di^ru,  and  every  thing  is  done.  They 
seem  not  to  have  any  conception  of  the  difficulty  and 
perplexity  attending  those,  who  arc  to  execute.  In- 
deed, Sir,  your  ob&en'ations  on  the  want  of  m^ny 
capital  characters  in  the  senate  are  but  too  just.  How- 
ever, our  cause  is  good,  and  I  hope  Providence  will 
support  it. 

If  the  resolve  of  Congress,  respecting  General  Lee, 
strikes  you  in  the  same  point  of  view  it  has  done  me. 
I  could  wish  J  ou  would  signify  as  much  to  that  body, 
as  I  really  think  they  are  fraught  with  cver>'  evil, 
Wc  know  that  the  meeting  of  a  Committee  of  Con- 
gress and  Lord  Howe  stopped  the  mouths  of  many 
disaffected  people.  I  believe  the  meeting  solicited 
by  General  Lee  would  have  the  same  efTecL'     But 


■  Mr  Munii  accorded  id  optnbn  wltti  Ccncr&l  Wi^hlnj-toa  on  thin  pdnl. 
He  nid  id  tcply ;     "I  viUi  willi  yuu,  lluil  iZicy  had  cuBiijlied  wilb  ticiicDd 
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the  other  matter,  relative  to  the  confinement  of  the 
officers,  IS  what  I  am  particularly  anxious  about,  as  I 
think  it  wiU  involve  much  more  than  Congress  has 
an  idea  of,  and  that  they  surely  will  repent  adhering 
to  their  unalterable  resolution. 

I  have  wrote  you  a  much  longer  letter  than  I  ex- 
pected to  have  done  when  I  sat  down ;  and  yet,  if 
time  would  permit,  I  could  enlarge  grcady  on  the 
subject  of  it;  but,  at  prcs:!nt,  shall  beg  pardon  for 
taking  up  so  much  of  your  time,  and  only  assure  you 
that  I  am,  most  sincerely,  dear  Sir,  &c 


TO   GOVERNOR    TRUMBUKU 


Sir, 


|[KAUQ11AmTl£:>3;    MOKKIS  TdWK, 

3  Much,  1777- 


It  gives  mc  pleasure  to  hear  that  your  State  has 
come  to  the  resolution  of  grantingthe  colonial  bounty 
to  Colonel  Webb's  additional  regiment:  and  if  the 
other  Stales  will  do  the  same,  it  will  in  a  great  meas* 
ure  obviate  the  objection  which  I  made  to  their  grant- 
ing a  higher  bounty  than  was  allowed  by  the  Re- 
solves of   Congress.     The  reasons  which  you  gave 

l^oc'i  rvqucti,  and  urbrn  1  MTii  rrjTwariJthMc- itopaichMUt  IkltjffloTc.  [  wroto 
my  senllmentH  t>  «aine  of  Ihe  members  1  mubi  hicii  lo  yoa  whai  I  i«k«  lo  lie 
<mc  ot  ihc  mofit  foniblc  Argumcnu,  tbiE  lus  been  utcd  In  Coa^rev  ncainvt  Uib 
mfiftiurc.  I  Idvc  not  hcArd  lh*t  it  vju  ua«<1,  but  it  ot^^-urrcJ  to  mc  po  r«Ad- 
Ing  GcAo*)  Lrc*i  Itlicn :  I  in«4D  Ihe  «IFcci  \x  miehi  Iutc  ±t  the  conn  of 
Fnutce.  thould  ibcy  bcw,  as  th«y  uadoabtedly  would,  lluil  iDctnbci^  of  Coa- 
gKfii  Tiiitcd  GenerU  L««  by  pomiiuoii  of  the  Crituh  Commiaiaiicu.  The 
nwoting  vrilFi  Lord  H<nre  il  Suten  hlond  UsiMtmoier  injured  Mf.  0«uke'f  ii«> 
IpitiAtioftt  nut^b.  and  trtardvd  Bupplioi  in^cadcd  f<T  w,~— ^Z^lbv,  Mvcb  6lb. 
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for  a  deviation  from  the  Resolve  carry  weight  with 
them,  but  I  assure  you,  you  are  mistaken  when  you 
think  that  the  necessaries  of  life  are  cheaper  to  the 
Southward  than  the  Northward  It  is  true  that  less 
clolhing  is  sufficient  for  them  ;  but  as  they  manufaC' 
ture  Utile  among  themselves  ihey  are  obliged  to  pay 
most  extravagantly  for  what  they  wear, 

I  have  ordered  the  Clothier  General  to  supply 
each  State  with  tlieir  proportion  of  what  clothing,  of 
different  kinds,  are  in  the  public  stores;  but  you 
must  be  sensible  that  a  very  full  proportion  of  the 
clothing  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  continent,  out 
of  the  prize  vessels,  must  be  brought  on  for  the  use 
of  the  Southern  Continental  troops,  as  the  country 
from  whence  they  come  furnishes  scarce  any  woollen 
goods^  To  prevent  confusion  and  disappointment  in 
future.  1  beg  that  no  clothing  may  be  stopped  upon 
the  way  without  a  particular  order  from  the  Clothier 
General  or  myself.     •     »     » 

Inoculation  at  Philadelphia  and  in  this  neighbor- 
hood has  been  attended  with  amazing  success  ;  and 
1  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  your  troops  will  meet 
the  same* 

As  I  have,  in  many  of  my  late  letters,  mentioned 
the  distress  that  the  continent  in  general  is  under  for 
the  want  of  arms ;  1  need  only  repeat  to  you  the  ne- 
cessity that  there  is  for  making  a  strict  collection  of 
the  public  arms,  and  purchasing  such  as  can  be  ob- 
tained from  private  persons. 

Some  time  ago  General  Schuyler  wrote  to  me,  and 
informed  me  that  there  were  a  great  number  of  arms 
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at  Albany,  wanting  repair  I  directed  that  they 
should  be  sent  down  to  the  most  convenient  place  for 
that  purpose ;  but  perhaps  that  may  not  yet  be  done. 
Yon  will  therefore  please  to  make  inquiry  into  the 
matter  and  if  they  remain  there,  have  them  repaired 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  troops, 

Alt  the  arms  fit  for  the  field  have  been  constantly 
repaired  as  fast  as  it  could  be  done.  What  1  call 
useless,  are  such  as  arc  so  light  and  thin  in  the  bar- 
rel ihat  they  would  not  bear  a  charge  with  safety,  at 
the  best,  much  less  after  being  eat  up  with   rust 


TO   BRIGADIER-GENERAL     ANDREW    LEWKS. 

Dear  SIR4 

I  was  much  disappointed  at  not  perceiving  your 
name  in  the  list  of  major-generals  lately  made  by 
Congress,  and  most  sincerely  wish  that  the  neglect 
may  not  induce  you  to  abandon  the  service.'    Let  me 

'  In  the  liit  <^  promoHoftf  on  the  iQth  of  Fcbnary,  Congr««  hod  eniirclf 
omitUd  Brifiadkr-Gcnwa]  ArnoW,  and  nscd  five  jimi«  ofllttM  orer  him  to 
the  rank  of  mijor-g^n^ral.  This  mc«sure  wu  dfoplj'  Tfgrttlpd  by  Washhington, 
who  vilued  hijEMy  the  mililtry  ftblLliic^  of  AraoHi  And  who  considered  the 
good  n(  tlio  »ervicD  Co  nt^uirc  ■  atrict  regard  lo  tho  CHlomBTy  r«*riud>  Jor  pn>- 
fwianniil  mcHt. 

"  Wc  havchttely  had  Mvcril  promolioru  to  the  nnk  of  maiLir-ccmrrBl.  and  I 
am  at  a  lots  whether  fOLi  hive  had  a  preccdin|c  appointment,  as  the  new&papets 
ftanoanec,  or  whether  you  have  been  omiited  through  wme  miirake.  ShouM 
the  lAEler  bclhecaio,  1  be£  yn^u  will  aol  taka  Auy  hoaly  »tc^i  Ju  cvukcqueiiue  of 
It,  bur  allow  propei  time  for  r«cr>ll«eiioit,  which  I  Salter  myielf  wUI  remedy 
any  «mjr,  thai  may  have  been  made.  My  cndcaTOti  to  Ihat  end  vholl  not  be 
wiDibg."— 'Wiiijiiw^oB  /tf  Arnold^  j  March,  1777. 

Arnold  wrote  in  toply  :  '*  I  am  greatly  obHged  lo  your  Excellency,  for  inter- 
eidikg  yijuiiclf  ku  uiwJj  Id  my  behalf  ia  lopcct  Lu  nty  Appuinlmcutj  which  I 
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beseech  you  to  reflect,  that  the  Period  is  now  arrived, 
when  our  most  vigorous  exertions  are  wanted,  when 
it  is  highly  and  indispcns^ibly  necessary  for  Gentle- 
men of  Abilities  in  any  Line>  but  more  especially  in 
the  Military,  not  to  v^rithhold  themselves  from  public 
employment,  or  suffer  any  small  Punctilios  to  per- 
suade them  to  retire  from  their  Country's  Service 
The  cause  requires  your  aid  ;  no  one  more  sincerely 
wishes  it  than  I  do.    A  candid  reflection  on  the  Rank 

bftvo  haU  no  «iMc«  of,  xxA  knov  not  by  what  ronm  it  vis  uincmsccf]  in  lh« 
{Mpen.  I  bcHevc  none  tiui  the  printer  h»\  &  mUtakr  \o  r^clify,  Coni^rt^ 
Dudoublfdly  have  It  Hchl  ot  promoting  Uio^c,  whom,  from  Lheir  abiltlic«,  ftnd 
Uieir  1oQ£  aq^  » duoib  Krvito,  tUcy  c^icem  mdt  dc3crribg.  TJicJr  promoiin^ 
junjar  officrrk  to  Ihe  *4[ik  of  major'ecneMiU,  I  view  as  h  very  dvil  way 
o1  rtquaring  my  rcsigimZton,  u  anqLtalificd  for  Lhc  office  I  hoM.  My 
oommUiioD  wu  confrrrcd  unsoUdlcd.  and  rccrifcd  with  plcftture  ortlyu  • 
nouft  of  iCTYing  my  countty.  Wtlb  «qual  pleuoro  I  rciis^  k,  wh«ii  I  oa  no 
Jqii^tt  bcjvii  taf  coDDliy  witb  bonor.  Thv  person,  who,  void  ol  Iho  nice  fed- 
Inge  of  hanor,  wlU  Umtiy  «ond«A»nd  to  gtvs  up  hii  right,  and  nlain  n  cornraw- 
nan  u  the  expcrucof  bU  rcpulJition.  I  bold  4i»  disgrace  to  the  Army,  indunwor- 

jhj  of  thfi  glorious  ca*u*  in  whjcb  wfl  arc  engngod.  When  1  entered  (he  service 
of  nif  country,  my  character  was  ummpcachcd,  I  have  sacrified  my  interest, 
cate,  an<l  Iijtppjncsa  in  her  cause,  It  La  rather  a  mUforiunr,  than  a  fnult,  ihat 
my  acfiiont  hnt«  not  hatu  crowntd  whh  succoa,  I  am  conpoovj*  of  the  jcc- 
tiludc  of  my  inEentions-  In  jur^Eice,  Ihcreforc,  (o  my  mvn  charactrr.  iml  fof 
Uie  utJiliction  of  my  friciidSt  I  mull  rcjucst  a  com*!  of  inquiry  into  my  con- 
duct ;  and.  tliough  I  MiisUily  fed  the  tngmtitude  of  my  countryTneit^  yet  every 
pcnonaJ  tnrury  tholl  be  buried  to  my  ceal  tor  theufety  and  hap|Jtjic««  of  my 

-Cfmntry,  in  wbu>e  lbu^c  1  have  lepcAlcdly  fought  *ud  blcit,  suii  am  ready  aX 
oR  limeft  to  riik  my  hff .  f  shall  £ivt>oui]y  avoid  any  hulj  if f|i  (in  con^equ'-nce 
of  thff  appointmenti  which  have  taken  place),  that  maytcrtd  lo  the  Injury  of  my 
country/' — Ltiiir^  dated  al  Providence,  March  iith. 

Again,  "  Jn  ny  taal  1  intimated  to  your  Kxccllcacy  the  im ptosibility  of  my 
fvujiiimEi^  in  a  diAaKrctaMc  vUuuiii-"i  in  the  aiiay.  My  being  ^uprnedcd  muit 
be  v^ewad  an  an  im|iticit  impvachment  of  my  chjirtic4er-  1  therefore  rDquc4(ed 
A  court  of  inquiry  into  my  conduct,  i  beticve  the  lime  is  now  at  bind,  when 
I  can  leave  Ihi*  dcpartnent  without  any  damage  to  the  public  inlerut.  WhcA 
tbac  i»  ibe  cue,  I  will  wall  on  your  ExccUency,  not  doubling  my  requv^t  vrill 

be  graoied,  ind  that  I  abnll  he  able  to  acquit  mysoir  of  every  charge,  which 
nalicc  or  on»y  »□  bring  againat  me." — March  I7lh, 
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you  held  in  the  last  War,  added  to  a  decent  respect 
for  the  Congress  s  Resolve  "  not  to  be  confined  in 
making  or  promoting  General  Officers  to  any  reg- 
ular Line,"  to  tht:  propriety  of  wliich  all  America 
submitted,  may  remove  any  uneasiness  arising  in 
your  mind  on  the  score  of  neglect  Upon  my  honor 
I  think  it  ought  A  steady  perseverance  in  promot- 
ing the  public  good,  and  regular  discharge  of  the  du* 
tics  of  your  office,  which  in  my  opinion  you  can  emi- 
nently perform,  must  and  will*  in  the  course  of  [he 
approaching  campaign,  secure  to  you  the  unfeigned 
thanks  of  all  good  Men,  and  obtain  from  Congress 
that  Rank,  which  perhaps  you  may  think  is  now  your 
undoubted  right.  The  present  Exigency  requiring 
all  the  Continental  troops  at  and  near  this  place,  and 
consequently  a  number  of  General  Officers  to  com* 
mand  them,  you  will  please  to  repair  hither,  so  soon 
as  you  can  possibly  make  it  convenient,  I  acknow]-. 
edge  the  receipt  of  several  favors  from  you  the  last 
campaign.  The  Multiplicity  of  Business  engaging 
my  whole  attention,  as  it  prevented  my  answering 
them,  must  plead  my  excuse.  In  hopes  of  seeing 
you  soon,  I  am,  dear  Sir*  &c.' 

I  1Mg)utief^tfn«rm1  \afm\\  n^tign^d  hit  c«niiniKfan  m  the  t»rice,  vUdh  was 
•cpcptied  byCoiiKnttton  the  i^ih  of  April, 

*'By  vjmr  Rnolvotof  Cnngrm.just  con«  io  my  handt,  I  find,  u  I  hep 
«ik1  ft]x)cloct.  ymir  nAmc  in  ihe  new  Mppolftlmeni  of  t>Hf»«l1en,  but  percdv 
■I  \\\K  mmc  1ii»c»  (hm  jw  were  iiMiried  aficr  Mulilc>iljci|t  «ijd  Wcoluii.      Tb 
t wnn  afaiRooJ  fATihUwvB  your  hnnnu  r«M^«J  your  lonner  miiL  intheMTvfa 
of  <hr  coQtinnnl.     You  rnny  vrll  rccoltci:!.  my  dc«r  Sir,  thai  1  ihtfoncty  Ad^» 
ycu  «|£4inLt  Ih  fs  resgiMtioTi .     I  now  ai  strongly  rvcoinmead  you  ftcccpltocci 
the  present  ^Lppointmernt.     You  niJiy  feci  vomewhat  hurt  in  haTlng  tvo  ofTtcen 
placed  befoie  yoa,  though   pffrhapi  nevrr  in  comniAnil  yno,  who  onn  wore  U^tj 
forior  in  poial  of  nnkta  yov  ;  but  rvcn^mbvr,  ihoi  tlii«  la  a  conK«i|D«nc*  of  i 
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TO  LIEUTENANTH:0U>NEL    ROBERT   H.    HARRISON. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

EHfTerencea  in  opinion  having  arisen  between  General  Hcwe 
and  myself,  respecting  the  construction  of  a  proposition  made 
the  30th  of  Joly,  and  acceded  to  the  ist  of  August  last,  for  the 
exchange  of  jimonerfL,  whereby  il  wait  stipulated,  "  that  officers 
should  be  given  for  ofHccra  of  equal  rank.  Boldier  for  soldier,  and 
citixen  forcitiicn  ;" — for  the  accotnTDodalion  of  these  di^ercnccs, 
and  to  remove  every  ju&t  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  (he 
enemy,  if  such  there  be,  you  arc  to  meet  any  officer,  not  of  infc* 
rior  rank  to  yourself,  who  shall  come  piofierly  authorized  to  treat 
upon  the  Kubjecl,  and  to  adopt  such  measures,  as  you  shall  deem 
adequate  to  that  end. 

ExpcricQcc  having  aUo  ^hown,  that  the  agreement  above  re- 
cited lA  not  sufficiently  defitihc  to  answer  all  ihc  salutary  purposes 
intended  by  h,  nor  sulHeicntly  comprehensive  to  indu<lc  the 
varioua  cases  incident  to  the  slAtc  of  prisoner^  you  are  hereby 
vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  devise  and  conclude  upon 
such  improvcmcnti^  in  aid  of  the  name,  as  shall  appear  necessary 
forcUablUhing  a  more  regular  and  explicit  mode  of  Exchange^  aii 
well  with  respect  (othe  piisoner*  who  have  been, as  those  who  shall 
be  hcrenftcr  taken  \  making  murual  provision  for  such  &w  allow- 
ance to  pay  all  necessaries,  as  thc^ir  comfort  and  welfare  during 
their  captivity  may  require  :  and,  finally,  to  treat,  determine,  snd 
agree  upon  all  mailers  whatsoever  relative  Co  prisoners  of  war, 

*yw^  AC<»  •nd  ^i^Qfridci  whit  ■  ttakc  W  aie  c^nicndiug  for.  TiiQiicig  puncEjliod 
thtnild  liAvc  no  {nAi]«n^p  upon  a  man*);  ^ondufl  in  lueh  11  cnute,  ami  ■!  «u^h  ■ 
tunc  jii  Ibi^  If  smaller  matien  do  oot  yidd  togrtatcr.  if  tdAci,  tieht  ds  airin 
comporiton  with  wtml  we  >r«  contenAin^^  for.  can  withdnw  or  withholil  (gen- 
tlemen from  service,  wbar  our  all  U  at  vidikc  art't  &  tii;|*1c  c»t  of  (he  die  msy 
turn  Ihc  lAb]«»,  what  ut:  wr  lo  upeui  \  Il  in  mri  a  coriiniuu  coiiim  wc  &re 
aajpi£«il  in ;  «vrry  thinjj  valu^bU  lo  U4  dcpcndii  upon  Ihc  tiiK«>4  of  it,  ind 
Ihc  «uccc«i  upon  ■  Mcxdyand  viiioruu^  rxertSon.  Confiirltr  twice,  llierefon-, 
before  yoa  refuse.  In  raKe  of  iccrrptancc,  which  1  with  and  eipectt  I  have  to 
dcdrc  that  you  will  repair  immc<tijtcly  to  hcad-quaTlcis,  u  general  officcnt  are 
eaeccdln^ly  wanted  10  i»,ut  in  oirotigln^  the  new  ■rmy ;  ai  all  evcnfi  Jet  me 
hear  from  you  ai  ipccdU;  u  posiibTc," — W^hit^gt^mta  Sriga4i<r-GfHirtU 
IfMkZ/^^.jMaieh,  ITT?' 
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on  the  principlei  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  conformable  to 
the  most  civilised  customs  and  usages,  for  the  greater  case,  con- 
venience, and  security  of  all  captives  belonging  to  the  armieH 
under  our  respective  comitunds ;  for  all  which  this  shall  be  your 
sufficient  warrant ;  and  your  engagements,  being  mutually  inter- 
changed, shall  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  me.  Given  under 
my  hA.nd  and  seat  at  Head-Quarters  m  Morristowu,  this  4lh  d&y 
of  March,  1777, 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS, 

MouUdTOWY,  G  Mircb,  1777- 

Sir. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 
closed  copy  o(  a  letter  from  General  Lee  received  by 
a  Hag  on  Tuesday  last.  You  will  perceive  from 
tlience  his  wishes  and  expectations  of  seeing  some 
members  of  Congress,  in  consequence  of  his  letter 
upon  that  subjecL  None  of  the  passports  which  he 
mentions  virere  sent  out.  though  the  letter  came  by 
General  Howes  permission,  as  the  others  did.  I 
should  be  happy  to  relieve  his  anxiety^  as  far  as  I 
can,  by  sending  in  Major  Morris;  but  this  I  cannot 
do  till  a  safe-conduct  is  granted/ 

The  more  I  consider  the  resolves  respecting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell  and  the  Hessian  officers, 
the  more  convinced  I  am  of  their  impolicy.  The 
proposition  made  by  Congress  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  and  which  by  their  direction  was  trans- 
mitted to  General  Howe,  was  founded  on  principles 

*  The  Icitief  frum  HAnefxI  I,ec  i^urparletl  lo  bs  wrin*n  chJ^Bjr  lo  nqocsl  hi* 
*ide-d»-cuDp,  Mftjor  Jicob  MnrHH,  lu  vihii  Mm  in  New  York  ;  but  b«  alio  n- 
itcvcd  the  sirong  dsifc.  wMch  he  ha<l  titfore  aprctted  In  i  kllcr  to  Coi^ 
grai,  of  hAring  ui  interview  wilh&ome  oJilsmcmbcn,  who  should  bcdepoicd 
fbvUi«pucp<wc. 
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of  equality  in  number  and  in  rank.  From  hence  no 
demand,  as  a  matter  of  right,  can  be  made  of  Gen- 
eral Lee's  releasement  for  any  officer  or  number  of 
officers  of  inferior  rank;  whatever  is  or  might  be 
done  in  such  instances,  would  be  of  favor  and  indul- 
gence. The  only  cartel,  that  now  subsists,  is  the  one 
I  have  mentioned.  This,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  a  bene- 
ficial one ;  it  recognizes  the  rank  of  our  officers,  and 
insures  their  discharge  from  captivity  whenever  we 
are  possessed  of"  a  like  number  belonging  to  them, 
and  of  the  same  rank.  If  on  our  part  it  should  be 
violated,  if  it  is  not  observed,  surely  it  will  and  must 
cease  to  be  obligatory  on  General  Howe.  What 
consequences  niay  then  ensae,  1  leave  to  your  con* 
jecture.  Hit  be  objected,  that  the  above  observations, 
and  what  1  said  in  my  former  letter,  prove  that  no 
treatment  received  by  our  officers  should  be  retaliated 
on  their*,  my  answer  \%,  that  the  proportion  of  officers 
in  their  hands  is  at  least  six  to  one  in  ojrs.  This 
cotiMdcration,  supposing  we  had  a  right  to  demand 
General  Lee's  liberty,  would  be  of  great  weight,  and 
sufficient  to  prevent,  in  my  opinion,  the  execution  of 
the  resolves,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  in  haste,  your 
most  obedient  servant' 


TO  GOVERNOR   TRUMIiULl* 
SiH,  ^  ^'«^^'  'T77- 

I  flattered  myself,  that  I  should  never  again  b* 
under  the  necessity  of  trespassing  upon  the  public 
spirit  of  your  State,  by  calling  upon  her  for  another 

*  Read  in  CongtCM  Mtrch  lltb. 
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supply  of  militia ;  but,  such  has  been  the  unaccounta- 
ble delay  in  the  recruiting  of  the  Continental  battal- 
ions, chiefly  owing  to  the  long  time,  which  unhappily 
elapsed  before  the  officers  were  appointed,  that  I  see 
no  prospect  of  keeping  the  field  till  the  new  le%'ies  can 
be  brought  into  it,  but  by  a  reinforcement  of  militia. 
For  want  of  proper  laws  in  the  southern  govern* 
mentft,  their  militia  never  were  well  regulated;  and 
since  the  late  troubles,  in  which  the  old  governments 
have  been  unhinged,  and  new  ones  not  yet  firmly  es- 
tablished, the  people  have  adopted  a  mode  of  think- 
ing and  acting  for  themselves.  It  is  owing  to  this, 
that,  when  a  summons  is  issued  for  militia,  those  only 
turnout  that  please,  and  they  for  what  time  they  please, 
by  which  means  they  sometimes  set  off  for  iheir  homes 
in  a  few  days  after  they  join  the  army.  From  this 
state  of  facts,  you  will  perceive,  that  1  put  no  great 
dependence  on  the  militia  from  the  southward,  and  I 
must  therefore  once  more  entreat  you  to  endeavor 
to  prevail  upon  two  thousand  of  the  militia  of  your 
State  to  march  immediately  to  Peekskill,  and  there 
wait  for  further  orders ;  their  time  of  service  to  con- 
tinue at  least  six  weeks  after  they  arrive  there. 

1  am  persuaded,  from  the  readiness  with  which  you 
have  ever  complied  with  all  my  demands,  that  you 
will  exert  yourself,  in  forwarding  the  aforementioned 
number  of  men,  upon  my  bare  request.  But  I  hope 
you  will  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  demand, 
when  I  tell  you  in  confidence,  that,  after  the  15th  of 
this  month,  when  the  time  of  General  Lincoln's  mili- 
tia expires,  i  shall  be  left  with  the  remains  of  five 
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Virginia  regiments,  not  amounting  to  more  than  a3 
many  hundred  men,  and  parts  of  two  or  three  other 
Continental  battalions^  all  very  weak.  The  remain- 
der of  the  army  will  be  composed  of  small  parties  of 
militia  from  this  State  and  Pennsylvania,  on  which 
little  dependence  can  be  put,  as  they  come  and  go 
when  they  please.'  I  have  issued  peremptory  orders 
to  every  colonel  in  the  regular  service,  to  send  in  what 
men  he  has  recruited,  even  if  they  amount  to  but  one 
hundred  to  a  regiment  If  they  would  do  this,  it  would 
make  a  considerable  force  upon  the  whole.  The 
enemy  must  be  ignorant  of  our  numbers  and  situation, 
or  they  would  never  suffer  us  to  remain  unmolested  ; 
and  I  almost  tax  myself  with  imprudencCr  in  commit- 
ting the  secret  to  paper ;  not  that  1  distrust  you.  of 
whose  inviolable  attachment  I  have  so  many  proofs, 
but  for  fear  the  letter  should  by  any  accident  fall  into 
other  hands,  than  those  forwhich  it  is  intended. 

If  your  militia  should  make  any  objection  to  com- 
ing this  way  on  account  of  the  smallpox,  you  may 
assure  them,  that,  if  there  is  the  least  danger  of  tak- 
ing that  disorder  here,  they  shall  come  no  farther 
than  Peekskiil  (I  mean  those  that  have  not  had  it), 
where  they  may  take  the  places  of  the  Continental 
Yorkers,  who  I  am  obliged  to  keep  in  garrison  there, 
having  no  other  troops  to  secure  the  forts  and  passes 
upon  the  North  River.     1  am,  &c.* 

*  "  T  iIupIc  yo^  vfCtc  righT  in  n^t  piilting  iny  Ihtng  tn  the  rintiie  of  a  mucar- 
rUjEC,  for  antil  wt  g«t  our  new  nnny  properly  entAbli^liccJ,  it  t*  our  tuftlnct*  to 
pUj  a  certain  gAinr,  and  noE  depend  upon  mililia  for  any  Lhing  cApjIflL" — 

yVstMingront&Gfntrol  Sfftiitr,  IE  Match,  1777, 

*  A  lulJlti*  bill  wu  drpcadini;  m  tlic  Ncv^  l^^^^y  Ic^itlaluic,  aJiiiiuiug  «f  a 
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TO    MAjOK*f:F:KHKAt.   GATKS> 

MoftKitToWK,  10  Mar«h,  1777. 

Deaa  Sir. 

I  hax'e  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  7th  inst^int,  and 
am  sorry  to  find,  that  General  Cadwaladcr  has  de- 
clined a  commission  in  the  Continental  service-  Al- 
though 1  often  wished  in  secret,  that  you  could  be 
brought  to  resume  the  office  of  adjutant-general,  I 
never  even  hinted  it,  because  I  thought  it  mij;Iit  be 
disagreeable  to  you  for  the  reason,  which  you  your- 
self mentioned,  "that  you  commanded  last  campaign 
at  the  second  post  upon  this  continent,"  and  that 
therefore  it  might  be  looked  upon  by  you  as  a  degra* 

eoittpodiioa  for  aclual  trrvi^  froinj^slo^V)^  "  Tn  thii  fttaitioa  of  thln^" 
wrote  Ibc  fiovcraor,  ' '  I  despair  of  brJnff  able  to  execute  the  rcqubtnoa  of  Con- 
^OK.  .  .  ,  ]  cannot  mnke  our  aMcnibly  »en»n)1e  ciE  the  importance  of  ui 
tflvctual  miltlia  liw  ;  or  if  (Uey  be,  Ihcy  «rc  w  nnduJj  influonctd  by  (be  fearof 
dltob%Lng  thrrr  ciJOEiiUucnts,  thai  ihcy  dAic  not  rkcrt  ihctn*Lc]vc»  wjLh  the 
r«i:|iiitit0  fi|ii»(ji  fnr  i1i«  «ii(;pn^n  ol  vdr."     To  ihj«  VVnLhingi^^n  T0]>l[rd  :  — 

"  How  cm  anaM^mbly  of  ifent1«-cieTi,  e}-c-W7lnf:«ri  of  thcdiiiireuM  and  incon- 
i^enicntTt^  vhich  havr  ttitirpriiictp>lvjur\vi»  llic  want  of  a  wull  rcjulfllr*!  mili- 
ria,  hcR]uti>  to  >i1opL  ibc  onlymnedy  ihat  can  rctnovc  thc^in  ;  ami,  <tran|;vr  nlill, 
[Id&k  of  a  Ijiw.  that  ina«i  neccManly  add  Co  [}icaccuniuljitcf1  IuacI  cjI  con1u«ton? 
For  lIcAveo**  Mkc  caireat  ihenx  to  lay  a«>kl«  tlielr  ptctcnt  opiniun&  ;  and,  w«t- 
ing  eT0y  other  cooitMpniHon,  tel  the  public  gtiod  he  hingulArly  attmilcd  lo. 
Ulc  eue  they  UnJe^  their  conttituen ts,  by  compclkbu,  nitui  l^  ildudire, 
Sf«ry  injurious  disituction  bftwten  ihc  ridi  and  the  poor  ought  to  be  kid  aside 
now.  rhovnrai^  rannot  rf  mam  much  lonijcrin  thea  ptcicnt  slBA(ioa>  Their 
pc*cc,  forwmic  Jay^i^ht,  imlkittn  prrpajnlioiii  lo  m^vt.  Wlicn  ihry  dof  yoai 
AhBtmlily  nitty  |i»rhttp4  utnh^  ih«I  i^itir  mililia  wrr  In  ihip  fif>1d.  1  haw  en- 
dcttTorad  to  cut  oH  the  cooimniiio4tioLi  btiui'tou  Bcri^cn  and  New  Vork.  hav* 
injE  received  inldti^roceof  Si  a  fci*  lUyt  ajju/"— 711  Govemar  Ltt-ittgiSfin,  ^ 
Mftrch,  1777, 

"  In  iny  opinion.  Ihepmeni  time  hot  InfinUely  greater  vorth  than  Ugener- 
ally  HUpptfiml,  Vffiix  uritt  lucloa  will  aJl  our  citi<  bijritiili«n«i  liowcvcr  wise, 
prove,  unltu  the  tUic  of  Independence,  in  which  atoHc  (hey  cut  opctai«»  1%  fe- 
cund, and  ftb  thismui^i  nccettarlly  depend  em  the  eucccu  of  our  armi,  mniloty 
preparatiotu  staguld  po w»£  an  eminent  dc^e  oftnirdclibcraiioni  andc^te,"^ 
iViuMngUtt  l^  (TdMTjQpr  iJvimgtfott,  t}  M4rcb,  1777, 
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dation.  But  you  cannot  conceive  the  pleasure  I  feel 
when  you  lell  me,  "that,  if  it  is  my  desire  that  you 
should  resume  your  former  office,  you  will  with  cheer- 
fulness and  alacrity  proceed  to  Morristown/'  Give 
me  leave  to  return  you  my  sincere  tharks  for  this  mark 
of  your  attention  toarequest  of  mine,  which,  now  you 
give  me  an  opening,  1  make,  and  at  the  same  time 
assure  you,  that  1  look  upon  your  resumption  of  the 
office  of  adjuLant-geacral,  as  the  only  means  of  giv- 
ing form  and  regularity  to  our  new  army,  I  had  in 
vain  cast  my  eyes  upon  every  person  within  my  knowl- 
edge and  found  none  that  I  thought  equal  to  the  Task 
except  one  Gentleman,  Major  Apollos  Morris,  but 
his  character  and  his  Intentions  are  of  too  dubious  a 
Nature  to  intrust  with  an  Office  of  such  high  impor* 
tance.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  line  from  you. 
mentioning  the  time  that  you  will  leave  Philadelphia, 
because  [  intend  sending  General  St  Clair  down  to 
take  your  command.' 

I  am  informt:d  that  General  Putnam  sent  down  to 
Philadelphia  in  irons  Major  Stockton,  taken  upon  the 
Rariton,  and  that  he  continues  in  strict  confinement 
I  think  we  ought  to  avoid  putting  in  practice,  what 
we  have  so  loudly  complained  of,  the  cruel  treatment 
of  prisoners.      I  therefore  desire,  that,  if  there  is  a  ne- 

'  Tt;e  President  of  Ccn^irtiA  had  vrhltcn  lo  General  GfttC4  on  llic  i^uhjcit  of 
hU  dlKchiXTt[inj*  ^Ab  i^c  iluiirt  of  fldJuU(ir-]£cncniK  In  rdcrcnoe  to  chU  tel- 
ler Galea  A  role  t  J  Wiuluni^loH  :  "  I  own  I  wqs  iiur|inacd  4t  (he  cunlcnLai,  and 
the  morn  to,  ■*  \\  rtftinnt  pffceded  by  one  on  the  same  uibFCCttrDOi  yaorEscel- 
Icncy.  tJnIcu  ii  U  youi  c&mcit  dcdrc,  that  tucb  a  mctuure  should  dirociljf 
take  plAce,  t  would  by  no  meoni  conictic  lo  it. "  H  c  n^rt^r  reiutneJ  the  office 
of  Adjulant-eencraL  On  the  >S<Ji  o'  March  he  vrwdixeclvd  bj-CangrcAio 
Tcpak  Imnitdlaldy  t»  Tkondcrog-i  *nJ  luke  cr^iniuwid  of  Ibc  «niiy  tbcrci 
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cesstty  for  confinement,  it  may  be  made  as  ea&y  and 
comfortable  as  possible  to  Major  Stockton  and  hisofFi* 
cers.  This  Man,  I  believe,  has  been  very  active  and 
mischievous ;  but  we  took  him  in  arms,  as  an  officer  of 
the  enemy,  and  by  the  rules  of  war  we  are  obliged  to 
treat  him  as  such,  and  not  as  a  felon.  1  shall  be  glad 
if  you  will  bring  with  you  as  exact  a  return  as  possi- 
ble of  the  number  of  troops  in  Pluladclphia*  and  try 
to  form  some  opinion  of  the  time  in  which  they  will 
be  able  to  come  forward.      I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours.  &c- 


TO    eRIGADIER-GENERAL   WOOSTER,' 

MosKinxn^TN,  tl  March.  I777- 
SlR. 

I  was  a  good  deal  surprised  to  find  yours  of  the  2d 
dated  from  Rye.  Supposing  there  was  a  real  neces- 
sity of  your  retreating  irom  New  Rochelle,  you  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  returned  immediately  upon  the 
enemy's  dropping  their  design,  if  they  ever  had  any, 
of  attacking  you.  AH  accounts  from  your  quarters 
complain  loudly  of  this  retreat,  as  a  most  injudicious 
Step,  as  it  gave  fresh  Spirits  to  the  disaffected,  and  re- 
tarded the  removal  of  Forage  by  the  Convention  of 
New  York,  the  very  end  that  your  troops  were  prin- 
cipally intended  to  answer  As  there  is  now  a  cer- 
tainty, that  the  enemy  have  drawn  the  greatest  part 
of  their  force  from  New  York  and  Long  Island,  you 
may   safely  fait   down   again   towards    KingsbridgCt 

'  Gcncnl  Wooster  \aA  migned  biACOmmiMion  id  thcCoAtinmUl  ftrmy,  ud 
#A*  now  in  DatnmAndof  clKCoiincckicul  miljria. 


which  I  desire  may  be  done  immediate!/,  and  that 
you  may  do  all  in  your  power  to  keep  the  enemy  as 
strictly  confined  as  possibh  to  the  Island  of  New 
York. 

It  appears  to  me.  that  the  fault  was  more  m  your 
officers  than  in  Stanton,  for  they  should  not  have  suf- 
fered him  to  come  on  shore,  farther  than  was  neces- 
sary for  his  business.  I  therefore  desire  that  he  may 
be  suffered  to  depart  with  his  flag  of  truce,  and  told 
never  to  return  again,  without  p^'^^S  proper  notice 
to  an  officer/     I  am.  Sir,  yours.  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-OEIfEKAL     SCHUYLER. 

MOIRltTOWN,  17  Mwdt,  17TT- 

Sir, 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  safety  of  a 
country  involved  in  a  defensive  war,  to  endeavor  to 
draw  their  troops  together  at  some  post  at  the  open- 
ing of  a  campaign,  so  central  to  the  theatre  of  war. 
that  they  may  be  sent  to  the  support  of  any  part  of 
the  country,  which  the  enemy  may  direct  their  mo- 
tions against.  It  is  a  military  observation,  strongly 
supported  by  experience,  "  that  a  superior  army  may 
fall  a  sacrifice  to  an  inferior,  by  an  injudicious  divi- 
sion.'^ It  is  impossible,  without  knowing  the  enemy's 
intentions,  to  guard  against  every  sudden  incursion, 

'  In  regard  to  thU  affair  Gcnerd  WcioBier  hail  written,  ihai  Jobn  Sianloii 
had  Utclf  ifQnc  into  New  \t>tk,  ncd  cqric  back  with  a  l\a,g  ol  truce  frum  Ueo- 
er*I  Have  toi«kc  *  niilow  Udj  anJ  h*r  cff«:»  itiK*  th*  city.  Slinioa  wm  pet- 
m^tfed  ta  land  willi  ttl*  flag,  iind  then  he  went  f o  Nr-w  Rochelle.  pacing  (hnMigh 
General  Woohlei't  L^ajiip  on  ihc  wa^.  Umlcr  th»c  circumstances  General 
Woosicr  detained  him*  and  wrote  to  tixe  Coininandcr-in-chicf  {or  advice. 
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or  give  protection  to  all  the  inhahitants.  Some 
principal  object  should  be  had  in  view,  in  taking  post, 
to  cover  the  most  important  part  of  the  country,  in- 
steatl  of  dividing  our  force  to  give  shelter  to  the 
whole,  to  attempt  which  cannot  (ail  to  give  the  enemy 
an  opportunity  of  beating  us  in  detachments.  As  we 
are  under  the  necessity  of  guessing  at  the  enemy's 
intentions  and  further  operations,  the  great  object  of 
attention  ought  to  be,  where  the  most  proper  place 
is.  to  draw  our  force  together  from  the  eastward  and 
westward,  to  cover  the  countrj',  prevent  the  enemy's 
penetration,  and  annoy  them  in  turn,  should  our 
strength  be  equal  to  the  attempt.  There  i5  not  a 
State  upon  the  continent,  but  thinks  itself  in  danger, 
and  scarcely  an  oflncerat  any  one  post,  but  conceives 
a  reinforcement  necessary.  To  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  whole  is  utterly  impossible^  and.  if 
attempted,  would  prove  our  inevitable  ruin. 

From  the  enemy's  «>ituat!on  in  Jersey,  (collecting 
their  force  at  Amboy  and  Brunswic,  and  from  their 
intentions  last  fall,  confirmed  by  every  piece  of  intcl-> 
ligencc  we  obtain  this  spring.)  it  scarce  admits  a 
doubt  of  Philadelphia  being  an  object  in  view  at  the 
opening  of  this  campaign.  If  this  be  their  aim,  it 
appears  to  me  highly  probable,  (their  army  being 
greatly  reduced  since  the  commencement  of  the  last 
campaign,)  that  ihcy  will  bring  round  all  the  troops 
from  Canada  to  reinforce  em  here-  What  serves  to 
confirm  me  in  this  opinion  is  the  facility  with  which  a 
Junction  can  be  made  this  way,  the  necessity  they  are 
under  of  a  reinforcement,  and  the  great  security  the 
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command  of  the  Lakes  given  them  against  our  incur- 
sions into  Canada.  Under  these  considerations,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  much  too  large  a  part  of  our 
force  is  directed  to  Ticonderoga.  Peekskill  appears 
to  me  a  much  more  proper  place,  where,  if  the  troops 
are  drawn  together,  they  will  be  advantageously  situ- 
ated to  give  a  support  to  any  of  the  eastern  or  mid- 
dle States.  Should  the  enemy's  designs  be  to  pene- 
trate the  country  up  the  North  River,  they  will  be 
well  posted  to  oppose  them  ;  should  they  attempt  to 
penetrate  into  New  England,  they  arc  well  stationed 
to  cover  it  \  if  they  move  westward,  the  eastern  and 
southern  troops  can  easily  form  a  junction  ;  and,  bc- 
sideSr  it  will  oblige  the  enemy  to  leave  a  much 
stronger  garrison  at  New  York.  But,  even  admit- 
ting the  enemy  pursue  their  first  plan,  they  will  be  by 
no  means  disadvancageously  posted  to  reinforce  Ticon- 
deroga. and  cover  the  country  of  Albany.  I  am  very 
sure  the  operations  of  this  army  will  in  a  great  degree 
govern  the  motions  of  that  in  Canada.  If  this  is  held 
at  bay^  curbed,  and  confinedp  the  northern  army-dare 
not  to  attempt  to  penetrate. 

It  appears  to  me  of  great  importance  to  the  suc- 
cess to  the  nc?xt  campaign,  to  give  this  army 
some  capital  stroke  in  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
Nothing  can  enable  me  to  do  this,  but  a  junction  of 
the  eastern  and  southern  forces.  The  recruiting  ser* 
vice  to  the  southward  has  been  so  protracted,  for 
want  of  a  Regular  arrangement  amongst  the  recruit' 
ing  officers,  that,  with  the  difficulty  of  clothing  and 
arming  the  troops,  it  must  unavoidably  be  late  in  the 
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ecason  before  a  sufficient  force  can  be  drawn  together 
to  check  their  progress,  without  the  assistance  of  a 
very  considerable  part  of  the  eastern  troops.  The 
ruin  of  this  army  is  desirable  for  many  reasons.  It 
will  free  the  country  from  their  present  distress,  and 
prevent  the  army  in  Canada,  (if  it  continues  there,) 
from  making  any  movements.  But  above  all,  should 
the  enemy  be  coming  from  England  with  a  strong 
reinforcement,  to  destroy  this  division  of  their  force 
will  totally  ruin  their  plan  of  Operations  for  the  next 
campaign,  and  perhaps  discourage  them  from  any 
further  attempts.  But  suppose  the  enemy  should, 
contrary  to  our  expectations,  (which  I  cannot  help 
thinking  is  against  all  probabitity,)  attempt  to  pene- 
trate ihe  countrj'  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes,  the  forts 
being  properly  garrisoned  and  supplied  with  provi* 
sions,  the  cattle  and  carriages  drove  off,  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  effect  it 

If  we  should  draw  a  large  force  together  at  Ticon* 
dcroga,  and  the  enemy  make  no  movement  upon  the 
Lakes,  but  collect  their  whole  strength  here,  they 
would  be  an  useless  Body  of  Troops  there,  while  the 
service  here  might  suffer  an  irreparable  injury  for 
want  of  'em.  The  disaffection  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
I  fear  is  much  beyond  anything  you  have  conceived, 
and  the  depression  of  the  people  of  thisStatc,  rcndera 
strong  support  necessary  toprt^vent  asystematical  sub- 
mission ;  besides,  the  loss  of  Philadelphia  would 
prove  a  very  great  and  irreparable  injury,  as  we  draw 
from  thence  almost  all  our  supplies.  It  will  signify 
nothing  to  have  our  frontiers  strongly  guarded,  while 
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the  enemy  are  ranging  at  large  in  the  Heart  of  the 
Country.  For  these  and  many  other  reasons^  that 
will  readily  occur  to  you  upon  reflection,  I  have  come 
to  a  resolution  to  alter  the  route  of  some  part  of  the 
Bay  forces,  and  to  draw  eight  regiments  of  them  to 
PeekskilK  from  whence  (by  water)  they  can  soon  pro- 
ceed to  Albany  if  occasion  shall  require,  or  move 
elsewhere,  according  to  circumstances.  This  meas- 
ure I  have  been  more  inclined  to  adopts  as  I  find  part 
of  the  York  regiments  are  gone  to  Ticondcroga, 
contrary  to  my  expectation  or  design.    *    •    • 

I  am,  dear  Sir.  yours,  &c.' 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OP   CONGRESS. 

Slit, 

I  was  honored  several  days  ago  with  your  Let- 
ter of  the  25th  Ulto^j  with  its  Inclosurcs,  the  receipt  of 
which  was  omitted  to  be  acknowledged  in  my  last. — 
Could  I  accomplish  the  important  objects  so  eagerly 
wished  by  Congress,^"  confining  the  enemy  within 
their  present  quarters,  preventing  their  getting  sup- 
plies from  the  country,  and  totally  subduing  them  be- 
fore they  are  reinforced/* — I  should  be  happy  indeed. 
But  what  prospect  or  hope  can  there  be  of  my  efTect- 
ing  so  desirable  a  work  at  this  time  ?  The  enclosed 
return,  to  which  I  solicit  the  most  serious  attention 

'  "  I  concixr  wtth  j'ou  in  opinJoa  (K«t  cvcrjr  rcuDn  ui  4g«ins(  makinj;  m\y  al- 
lawinoe  in  taih  lo  iuch  oflicfn  a*  may  nnl  chii<o  Eo  krr|^  the  tiumbtr  of  honer 
■U<nrcd  them.  No  pcnm  mu«t  ibink  of  drawing  a  single  KhiLIing  of  public 
money  »  •  pcn^uititc/' — WathxHSt^m  to  Moj&r-Cettfri^f  MiJ^iu  {<i.  M.  G.),  13 
MMdJ,  077. 
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of  Congress,  comprehends  the  whole  forre  I  have  in 
Jersey.  It  is  but  ^  handful,  and  bears  no  proportion, 
in  the  Sicale  of  numbers,  to  that  of  the  enemy.  Add- 
ed Co  this,  the  major  part  is  made  up  of  militia. 
The  most  sanguine  in  speculation  cannot  deem  tt 
more  than  adequate  to  the  least  valuable  purposes  of 
war  The  reinforcements  mentioned  to  be  drawn  from 
General  Heath  were  merely  ideal ;  nearly  the  wholcol 
the  eastern  troops,  who  were  with  him,  being  here 
before.  They  were  only  engaged  till  to-day;  and  to- 
day they  leave  the  camp.  Their  service  has  been  o( 
pretty  long  continuance,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the 
winter  months.  What  prospect  there  may  be  of  im- 
mediate succors  from  other  quarters,  I  know  not ; 
but  from  the  militia  of  this  State  1  cannot  expect  to 
derive  much  more  aid*  Those  who  are  well  affected 
have  been  so  frequently  called  from  their  homes,  that 
they  are  tired  out,  and  almost  profess  an  abhorrence 
of  the  service  ;  nor  have  [  heard  as  yet,  that  any  Con* 
tinental  troops  are  on  their  way,  I  have  written  to 
the  bngadier-gcncrals  in  most  of  the  States  upon  the 
subject,  and  also  to  thecolonels,  urging  them  by  every 
motive  to  exert  themselves  in  filling  the  regiments, 
and  to  forward  them  on. 

I  confess.  Sir.  I  feel  the  most  painful  anxiety  when 
]  reflect  on  our  situation  and  that  of  the  enemy. 
Unless  the  levies  arrive  soon,  we  must  before  long 
experience  some  interesting  and  melancholy  event  I 
believe  the  enemy  have  5xed  on  their  object,  and  the 
execution  will  surely  be  attempted  as  soon  as  the 
roads  arc  passable.     The  unprepared  state,  in  which 
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we  are,  favors  alt  their  designs  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be 
wished,  that  they  may  not  succeed  to  their  warmest 
expectations.  On  recurring  to  the  last  promotions  of 
brigadiers.  I  find  the  number  appointed  to  be  short 
of  what  I  took  the  liberty  to  recommend,  and  not 
competent  to  the  exigences  of  the  service,  supposing 
the  whole  in  ofiicebefore,  and  those  lately  created,  con- 
sent to  act,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  will  not  be 
the  case,  I  shall  only  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  for- 
mer letters  upon  this  subject,  and  to  assure  you,  that 
many  disadvantages  will  result  from  not  having  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  of  this  rank.  We  have 
always  l>een  deficient  in  this  instance  ;  and  certain  I 
am  that  the  service  has  been  greatly  injured  by  it 
The  proportion  1  mentioned  was  full  small,  and  in 
my  opinion  should  not  be  dispensed  with, 

I  would  also  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  again, 
hawng  received  no  Answer  upon  the  subject,  that  set- 
tling the  Hospital  plan  and  Establishment  becomes 
more  and  more  necessary  ;  it  is  an  Object  of  infinite 
importance,  and  the  difficulties  of  doing  it  on  a 
proper  foundation,  will  be  great,  if  not  almost  insur- 
mountable should  it  be  deferred  till  the  Campaign 
opens  and  the  Enemy  begin  their  Operations,  The 
benefits  of  the  institution  will  soon  be  known — the 
want  was  severely  felt  in  the  course  of  the  last  year. 

There  15  one  thing  now  which  claims  in  my  opinion 
the  earliest  atlention  of  Congress,  I  mean  the  pay 
of  the  Regimental  Surgeons  and  that  of  the  Mates 
These  appointments  are  so  essential  that  they  cannot 
be  done  without.     The  pay  in  the  first  instance,  is  so 
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low — so  inadequate  to  the  services,  which  should  be 
performed,  that  no  man  sustaining  the  character  of  a 
Gentleman  and  who  has  the  least  medical  abilities,  or 
skill  in  the  profession  can  think  of  accepting  iL  That 
in  the  latter  is  so  paltry  and  trifling,  tliac  none,  of  the 
least  generosity  of  sentiment,  or  pretensions  to  merit, 
can  consent  to  act  for  iL  In  a  word  these  are  in- 
conveniences of  an  interesting  nature — they  amount 
loan  exclusion  of  persons  who  could  discharge  the 
duties  of  these  offices,  and  if  not  redressed,  there  is 
not  the  smallest  probability  that  any  can  be  prevailed 
on  to  enter  them  again. 

There  are  several  matters  alito.  which  I  referred  to 
Congress  some  time  since,  and  upon  which  I  have  not 
received  the  result  of  their  deliberations.  One  in- 
quirj'  about  the  state  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  I  am 
peculiarly  anxious  to  be  satisfied  in< 

From  the  inconveniences  and  injuries  to  the  Ser- 
vice of  late,  for  want  of  money.  1  am  induced  to  re- 
quest that  the  strictest  regard  should  be  had  to  fur- 
nishing the  paymaster  with  constant  and  sufficient 
supplies.  On  Sunday  he  received  500,000  dollars, 
half  of  which  is  already  expended  and  the  Ballance  in 
a  day  or  two  will  be  entirely  swept  away,  without  diS' 
charging  the  several  cl^ms.  By  his  report,  the 
Commissary  here  requires  an  immediate  draft,  for 
600,000  and  the  Militia  returning  and  about  to  leave? 
the  Camp,  120,000  more.  The  cxpence  incurred 
by  calling  on  them  so  frequently  is  almost  incredi- 
ble. Besides  these,  there  arc  several  arrears  due 
the  Old  troops  and  to  most  of  the  General  &  stafT 
ofhcers. 
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P,  S,  1  fully  intended  to  transmit  to  you  a  general 
return,  but  I  am  not  able  to  make  it  out  with  preci- 
sion. However,  from  the  most  accurate  estimate 
that  1  can  form,  the  whole  of  our  numbers  in  Jersey, 
iit  for  duty  at  this  time,  is  under  three  thousand. 
These,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-one  excepted,  are 
militia,  and  stand  engaged  only  till  tlie  last  of  this 
mouth.  The  troops  under  inoculation,  including 
their  attendanLs,  amount  to  about  one  thousand' 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

MoBRisTOWN,  15  M»rdi,  1777- 
Do  not,  my  dear  General  Sullivan,  torment  your- 
self any  longer  with  imaginary  slighti>,  and  involve 
others  in  the  perplexities  you  feel  on  that  score  No 
other  officer  of  rank,  in  the  whole  army,  has  so  often 
conceived  himself  neglected,  slighted,  and  ill  treated, 
as  you  have  done,  and  none  I  am  sure  has  had  less 
cause  than  yourself  to  entertain  such  Ideas.  Mere 
accidents,  things  which  have  occurred  in  the  common 
course  of  service,  have  been  considered  by  you  as 
designed  affronts.  But  pray,  Sir,  in  what  respect  did 
General  Greenes  late  command  at  Fort  Lee  difTer 
from  his  present  command  at  Baslcenridge  ;  or  from 
yours  at  Chatham  ?  And  what  kind  of  separate 
command  had  General  Putnam  at  New  York  ?  I 
never  heard  of  any,  except  his  commanding  there  ten 
days  before  my  arrival  from  boston,  and  one  day 
after  1  had  left  it  for  Haerlem  Heights,  as  senior  offi- 
cer    In  like  manner  at  Philadc^lphia,  how  did  his 

'  Kud  Id  Corgrct*  19  March,  1777, 
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command  there  differ  from  the  one  he  has  at  Prince- 
ton, and  wherein  does  either  vary  from  yours  at 
Chatham  ?  Are  there  any  peculiar  emoluments  or 
honors  to  be  reaped  in  the  one  case  and  not  in  the 
other  ?  No.  Why  then  these  unreasonable,  these 
unjustifiable  suspicions?  Suspicions,  which  can  an- 
swer no  other  end,  than  to  poison  your  own  happi- 
nesSp  and  add  vexation  to  cliat  of  others.  General 
Heath,  it  is  true,  was  ordered  to  Peekskill,  so  was 
General  Spencer,  by  the  mere  chapter  of  accidents 
(being  almost  in  the  country),  to  Providence,  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  fleet,  then  hovering  in  the  Sound. 
What  followed  after  to  either,  or  both,  was  more  the 
effect  of  chance  than  design. 

Your  ideas  and  mine,  respecting  separate  com- 
mands, have  but  little  analogy.  I  know  of  but  one 
separate  command,  properly  so  called,  and  that  is  in 
the  Northern  Department  ;  and  General  Sullivan. 
General  St  Clair,  or  any  other  general  officer  at  Ti- 
conderoga  will  be  considered  in  no  other  light,  whilst 
there  is  a  superior  officer  in  the  department,  than  if 
they  were  placed  at  Chatham,  Baskenridge,  or  Prince- 
ton, But  I  have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  subjects  of 
thi5  kind.  In  quiting  it,  I  shall  do  it  with  nn  earnest 
exhortation,  that  you  will  not  suffer  yourself  to  be 
tca&ed  with  cvib,  that  only  exist  in  the  imagination, 
and  with  slights,  that  have  no  existence  at  all ;  keep- 
ing in  mind,  at  the  same  time,  that,  if  distant  armies 
are  to  be  formed,  there  are  several  gentlemen  before 
you.  in  point  of  rank,  who  have  a  right  to  claim  a 
preference,  1  am,  with  regard,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient,  &c. 
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to  major-oeneral  greene,  - 

Sir, 

Th^  necessity  of  hflviig  ihc  Congress  well  inforrn'd  of  many 
matUrs  essential  to  the  well  hdng  of  this  anny,  and  the  Imprac- 
ticability of  doing  this  fully  by  LeUer,  have  induced  me  to  request 
you,  (who  intimately  know  our  Circumstances,)  to  repair  immedi- 
ately to  Ft:il3dclpl)i3  Tor  thi^  purpose. — at  the  same  time  to  know 
bow  we  are  to  be  supplied  with  arms  and  many  oiticr  articles,  of 
web  we  arc  exceedingly  def^cicDi. — To  cnumcraic  the  several 
matters  of  informuLi^n  ncccx,>(ury  to  be  givca,  and  the  im|utricn 
piop^r  to  be  made,  would  be  a»  ncedleaa  as  endless— your  own 
good  ScnsCi  Assisted  by  aiich  hints  as  you  have  recdn  will  be 
abundly.  nuffit. 

1^*^  But  I  would  have  you  enquire  of  the  <}uartertnaster 
Cenl.,  how  he  stands  provided  with  Tents^ — ammunition  Carts,  or 
Wagon t  for  Intrenching  Tools,  and  Hatchets  or  Tomahawks — 
aUo  of  the  corny,  of  stores  how  he  goes  on  with  hi«  Castings  of 
Cannon — malEmg  cartridges,  (nf  which  rumbers  ihould  he  in 
readine(i>i)  and  in  general  what  forwardness  the  business  of  the 
Elaborator>-  is  in,  &  urge  him  to  the  most  diligent  discharge  of 
the  duties  thereof. 

5  A5  the  Establishment  of  the  horse  with  respect  to  the  Pay, 
seems  to  be  upon  an  unstable  footing  and  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  that  both  officer*  and  men  should  know  what  they  have 
to  depend  upon--l  should  be  glad  if  the  pay  could  be  settled 
upon  such  a  just  and  liberal  footing  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
Parties, 

a.  One  thing  in  particular  1  beg  of  you  to  Impress  strongly 
upon  Congress,  and  that  is  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  paymas- 
ler  regularly  supphed  with  the  article  ot  Cash.— wiihoul  it,  every 
thing  moves  slowly  on  ;  and  many,  and  gieaC  disadvantages  flow 
from  the  want  of  it ;  as  we  have  most  wofuUy  experienced  of  late 
in  numberless  Instances^ 

Given  at  head-Quariertk  Morrisiowu  this  iStb  day  of  Mar  1777. 

^Sff*"  Two  or  three  things  however,  I  must  in  a  more  particular 
manner  rccomd  to  your  attention — the  one  is,  the  cmbarrasAmcnt 
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I  am  taid  tmdfr  with  re«pM:t  to  carrying  th^  Rxchangt^of  PiisOQ* 
ers  into  Execution  (agreeable  to  the  cartel  settled  with  Gcnl 
Howe)  on  account  of  the  conEiDement  of  Lc-Colo  Campbell,  & 
the  Hessian  Pield'Officcrt 

Another  (See  t\ 

Another  (Sec  3)/ 


TO 


MAJOR-GENERAL    MTFFLIK 

MoRHtSTDWN,  16  March,  1777- 


Dear  Sir. 

I  very  sincei^Iy  congratulate  you  upon  your  late 
promotion.  The  purport  of  this  letter  is  private. 
Your  design  in  restraining  the  Waggon  Master,  from 
buying  and  selling  Horses,  I  highly  approve,  because 
I  am  well  assured,  that  a  contrary  practice  would  be 
introductory  of  a  great  deal  of  fraud,  and  imposition 
upon  the  public.  But  as  it  is  more  than  probable 
that,  in  the  course  of  ser\'!ce,  many  Horses  will  be  so 
worn  down  as  to  rentier  it  beneficial  to  the  public  to 
have  them  sold,  I  should  be  glad,  in  that  case,  and  no 
other,  to  come  in  as  a  common  purchaser  of  a  parcel 
of  Mares,  to  the  number  of  even  fifty  or  hundred. 

'  l*iiatcil  trvin  Uic  drafi  in  Waitbiugion's  o^n  liiS. 

"The  dlffiai]ty  if  nol  Impotclbiliiy  of  giving  Congres  «  jiut  ide*  of  corfft- 
B*l]on  and  of  tcvcrmi  other  important  mailca  rcquirinit  ihrir  earlirti  aitcotion 
by  letter,  has  iaducctl  mc  (o  prevail  on  M&joT-General  Crreiic  10  wait  upon 
tbem  for  timt  purpose.  ThU  gmtloman  ti  vi  mudi  in  xsty  c;oi)fidtTi(.<c.  no  inti- 
nwteljr  ao^iutntcd  with  my  idcat,  wSlh  our  bircii||fLh  v;J  uur  wcakncU)  wUb 
•trcfy  thing  roip«cEii>K  thv  ^rmy,  ilkAl  [  hAv«  ilioii|;hi  it  annecetkary  lo  ptrticii' 
lariifT  ur  prescribe  uiy  ccrtiin  line  of  duly  cr  iDriutri^tt  Fui  him.  t  thull  only 
tty.  from  thr  rank  he  hol^U  fts  ftn  kbU  and  j^ChkI  otficcf  in  ihe  CKlimaiion  of  all 
who  know  htm,  hcd^crvcs  thcgTcatett  rc&ffcci  ;  uid  miich  regard  U  due  lo  hix 
oplruoDL  la  ibc  imc  ot  hu  pro^c^ion.  He  luu  tipoa  hu  £nind  vucb  laatun,  eu 
^p6u  lo  m<  moit  mftlcrl'l  Ed  be  inmicdiAtcly  conBdcrtd  ;  uid  many  fnore  vrill 
prQtwbly  «riu  during  (he  intercourur  jou  Tna)r  thick  proper  to  hoiror  Mnwith  ; 
OH  ill  which  I  wiih  lo  hikve  the  u-n»e  of  Congrea  ;  and  the  remit  of  aadidelib- 
eiations  u  mty  be  fonncd  lhcreDpoii.*'^IFMAti^iWi  Ai>  fi#  I'rtridtnt  vf  Cm- 
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I  have  many  tat^c  Farms  and  am  improving  a 
great  deal  of  Land  into  Meadow  and  Pasture,  which 
cannot  fail  of  being  profited  by  a  number  of  Brood 
Mares,  the  getting  of  which,  may,  perhaps,  come 
easier  and  readier,  in  thi-s  way  than  any  other,  I 
again  repeat,  that  it  is  upon  the  presumption  the  good 
of  the  service  requires  such  sales,  that  I  mean  to 
become  (as  another  person)  a  purchaser.  But  could 
wish,  nevertheless,  tliat  it  might  be  done  without  any 
mention  of  my  name,  wcl!  knowing  that  the  most 
innocent  and  upright  actions  are  often  misconstrued. 
&  that  it  would  not  be  surprising,  if  it  should  be 
said,  that  I  was  defrauding  the  public  of  these  Marcs 
by  some  collusion  or  other. 

I  should  not  care  how  low  in  flesh,  or  even  crippled, 
they  are,  provided  I  could  get  them  home;  but  I 
should  not  like  to  have  them  old,  and  would  prefer 
BayH,  though  I  shall  not  object  to  any  color.  If 
such  Sales  arc  found  necessary,  you  can,  1  dare  say, 
easily  manage  the  Matter  so.  in  my  behalf  as  to  keep 
my  name  out  of  the  Questioa  My  best  respects  to 
MrSv  MifHin  with  truth  and  sincerity — I  am  &c 


TO    ROBERT   ALEXANDER. 

MOUtl^OWH,  30  March.  tTTf. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  waited,  as  I  think  you  must  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  acknowledge,  with  a  good  deal  of  patience,  to 
sec  if  you  were  disposed  to  fulfil  your  agreement  with 
mCj  respecting  the  Land  I  purchased  of  you  in 
Maryland.  As  I  hear  nothing  of  your  intentions  of 
carrying   this   matter   into   execution,  and   see  no 
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greater  prospect  of  its  being  done  now.  than  when 
the  bargain  was  first  made.  I  cannot  help  considering 
the  affair  in  a  point  of  view  very  unfavorable. 

1  think,  any  Gentleman,  possessed  of  but  a  very 
moderate  degree  of  influence  with  his  wife,  might,  in 
the  course  of  five  or  six  years  (for  I  think  it  is  at  least 
that  lime)  have  prevailed  upon  her  to  do  an  act  of 
justice,  in  fulfilling  his  Bargains  and  complyingwith  his 
wishes,  if  he  had  been  really  in  earnest  in  requesting 
the  matter  of  her;  especially,  as  the  inducement 
which  you  thought  would  have  a  powerful  operation 
on  Mrs,  Alexander,  namely  the  birth  of  a  child,  has 
been  doubled,  and  tripled. 

It  is  not  a  very  favorable  time  I  acknowledge,  to 
purchase  Lands  upon  the  water;  but  as  this  purchase 
still  corresponds  with  the  views  I  first  set  out  upon, 
and  I  have  waited  your  time  for  the  completion  of  it, 
with  a  degree  of  patience  which  few  others  in  my 
situation  would  have  done.  I  hope  you  will  give  me 
no  further  cause  to  complain  of  your  delays  \  for  I 
cannot  help  repeating,  and  the  world  will  believe, 
that  the  fault  is  not  in  Mrs,  Alexander,  but  yourself, 
if  matters  are  procrastinated  any  longer.   I  am,  Sir&c 


TO  GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

HuDt^uARTKM,  MokRis  TowN,  ^Jcl  M^rch,  I7T7. 

Sir, 

1  am  honored  with  yours  of  the  8th  and  loth  in- 
stant, the  first  accompanying  an  account  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Simsbury  against  prisoners  who  were  sent 
thereby  my  order.  There  is  no  part  of  the  charge 
to. be  objected  against,  but  that  of  ^9-6-0  said  to  be 
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for  the  expense  and  trouble  of  the  Committee  them- 
selves. I  cannot  see  how  either  could  have  been 
incurred  in  &o  trivial  a  matter,  or  if  any,  that  it  could 
have  been  so  large  a  proportion,  However.  I  think 
the  State  had  better  pay  what  is  reasonable  and  right, 
and  make  a  Continental  charge  of  it 

I  wish  you  may  not  have  been  deceived  in  the 
forwardness  of  your  regiments,  for  I  can  assure  you 
ihe  rcturas  fall  far  shurl  cjf  what  was  given  aut. 
Chandler's,  Swift's,  and  Charles  Webb's,  by  General 
Parson's  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  had  only  eighty 
men  each,  though  the  latter  sent  his  son  down  some 
weeks  ago,  and  drew  four  hundred  stand  of  arms,  as- 
suring me  that  his  father  had  as  many  men  ready. 
None  of  the  other  regiments  were  half  full.  Durkcc's 
had  only  one  hundred  and  forty  men.  From  this 
state  of  facts  k  is  evident  that  if  the  most  spirited 
exertions  arc  not  made,  the  enemy  will  take  the  field 
before  we  can  draw  a  sufificicnt  head  of  men  together 
to  oppose  them.  I  am  informed  that  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  have  called  upon  their  dilTerent  dis- 
tricts  to  furnish  as  many  men  as  are  sufficient  to 
make  up  their  quota  of  eighty-eight  battalions,  and 
that  they  have  succeeded  by  this  mode  far  better 
than  if  they  had  proceeded  in  their  usual  line  of 
enlistment.  I  don't  know  whether  your  State  can 
exercise  such  powers,  but  if  you  can,  you  could  never 
make  use  of  them  at  a  better  time.  From  the  pres- 
ent appearance  of  the  weather,  the  spring  promises 
to  be  a  forward  one;  and  from  every  account,  the 
enemy  only  wait  for  good  weather  and  good  roads  to 
take  the  6cl<). 
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ITie  reinforcement  of  Russians  spoke  of  by  Gov- 
ernor Wcntworlh,  is  mentioned  in  several  letters  that 
have  been  thrown  out,  I  believe  with  an  intent  to 
divide  and  intimidate.  For  although  I  do  not  doubt 
but  tlicy  would  employ  Russians,  or  any  otherbarba- 
rians,  to  accomplish  their  designs,  I  do  not  think  there 
is  a  probability  that  they  can  be  here  shortly,  if  at  all 

Governor  Livingston  informed  rae  a  few  days  ago, 
that  he  understood  that  Governor  Franklin,  by  some 
means  or  other,  continued  to  carry  on  a  correspond- 
ence with  Mr  Hugh  Wallace,  of  New  York,  and  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Livingston,  who  went  into 
New  York  and  took  protection,  but  not  liking  his 
situation  returned  again,  informed  upon  oath,  that  he 
heard  ihat  Governor  Franklin  granted  prol<:ctions  to 
such  as  would  take  them  in  Connecticut ;  and  that 
one  Shackles^  of  Middletown.  carried  on  a  corre- 
spondence with  Miles  Shcrbrook,  of  New  York, 
This,  Livingston  says  he  had  from  Sherbrook's  clerk. 
I  don't  know  that  the  foregoing  amounts  to  positive 
proof  against  Governor  Franklin,  but  it  ought,  at 
least,  to  put  you  on  your  guard,  and  have  him 
narrowly  watched. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant- 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS^ 

UoftautowM,  S9  March,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  last  night  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your  Letter 
of  the  26th  Instt.  accompanied  by  sundry  Resolves  of 
Congress  and  some  other  papers. 
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The  arrival  of  the  Arms — Lcwks  and  Flints  you 
have  been  pleased  to  mention  is  a  most  fortunate  and 
happy  event — 1  join  you  most  sincerely  in  congratu- 
lations upon  the  occasion. 

I  have  not  yet  obtained  a  certain  account  of  the 
exp<^dition  against  and  destruction  of  Peekskill.  In- 
formation of  those  events  has  not  been  yet  transmitted 
by  Generals  McDougall,  Clinton,  or  the  Convention 
of  the  State-"  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  town 
is  destroyed,  and  with  it  some  stores;  neither  the 
quality  nor  amount  of  them  is  known.  It  is  said  that 
it  waft  done  in  part  by  our  own  people^  when  they 
found  that  they  could  not  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  The  ships  and  troops  have 
gone  down  the  river  agaia.^ 

'  <»onciiT  Geoip:  Clintvn  w»  appumtcj  bf  Cvngrcas.  on  tTjc  ajlli  trX  Miircli* 
commsnilflDl  ni  fhf  tort<  in   llir  HigliUndi.   vith  l\%t  tanti  of  linj^dio-f^riipr&t 

On  Ihis  occauon  thtr  CoTnmaDrlcr-iD-<h]<!t  wroU  lo  htm  its  fullow^ :  *'  I  con- 
^raEulatc  you  moft  corJiaUy  on  your  Utr  arrpoiniRicnt  lo  a  comtnAnd  in  the 
CoDt&ncnUl  Armv,  1  a&iure  )ou  it  ^OMt  mc  great  jilcasurc  when  I  icad  the 
rcv»1vc  atid  I  tfUli  itiiit  youi  ueriLoak  nmy  be  crouneit  wUh  o  ^dVuLIc  uc- 
Ge»." — jt^/ftT,  M«fch  511I.  The  ftppf^ntinem  h*d  been  jccoinBntndcd  to 
CcDfrrxb  ^y  the  Convention  of  t^ew  York. 

'After  <Kc  departure  of  General  IfcAth  for  Mauachtudts,  thecommnnd  ai 
PeelcsVni  devolved  on  General  McDougaH.  Miliury  lEorwandprovisiorn  ton 
oomtdrrabk  nmaoor  hxd  bfcn  collected  at  Qial  place,  whtch  i^mptjsd  Sir 
WilUun  JlowG  lo  projtvl  ft  schome  for  destroying  Ihvm.  To  praparf  the  nj, 
«n  Amtricnn  ')fli(«r,  yrhft  h%A  been  ta^vhired  at  Fori  Wasbingion.  was  %Kn\  out 
M  exchanged,  bein(*  fmcorC«d  with  a  lld^  to  Gcnent  McDou^drc  outp^uardL 
ThU  officrr  reported,  Ihal  tbo  enemy  talked  publidy  of  making  itn  cucurtuon 
into  ihf  country,  uith  Ihcdrii^-nol  ia1ii»];olTih<roT«£C.  and  thai  ihey  iutcndtd 
Ui  effect  it  \iy  ibiec  divl»iuni>,  ulic  e^  pi\icce<l  ujr  Llie  i^uuiid  tu  Mitmiirvnctk^  ui" 
cilhar  frotn  Kin|^rid|;«  by  th«  ocptro  road,  md  s  third  lo  liipd  at  Tarrytown. 
A  conuersilion  of  thin  kind  !i^tdoiibt]rMb««n  hcM  In  die  bfarlni-  of  the  ofncor. 
lliut  the  intelligence  ihua  conveyed  by  liim  mlghi  driw  oJT  thcillenlion  of  Grfi* 

il  MtDuugtIl  from  lite  real  point  of  attack.  As  he  had  only  t«o  hundred 
ftud  fifty  men  ox  the  po*c,  he  took  ito  other  steps  In  consequence  of  IhU  report. 
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Mr,  Kirklnnd,  the  Oneida  missionary,  arrived  here 
this  week  with  a  chief  warrior  and  five  other  Indians 
of  that  n.itiun.  They  had  been  to  Boston,  and  came 
from  thence  to  this  place  to  inquire  into  the  true 
state  of  matters,  that  they  might  report  them  to  a 
grand  council  to  be  shortly  held.  They  said  things 
were  so  falsely  and  variously  represented  by  our  ene» 
mies  through  their  agents,  that  they  did  not  know 
what  to  depend  on,  I  invited  them  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia ;  but  they  declined  it,  declaring  they  were 

dukn  to  prepare  for  rnncvins  ibc  Motes  to  ^ccs  of  crrc«ter  i«f«ty  %\  Fom 

Moaigoincry  nnd  ConitituiiOD- 

Bfffun  Ihji  was  acccnipli^ed,  buvcvrr,  nine  ut  Icii  uH  of  ihn  mofny'v  v«^ 
•cib  tppesrcil  in  ihr  North  River  nv»r  TftrrytOMrn,  ^rul  iwooC  them  Qu»nilcil 
u  hi|fh  OK  Teller')!  Point,  twelve  mile*  below  Peckiktll,  on  ihe  evening  oi  the 
fla*l  c'f  Mmrrh  THr  nrxt  mnrning  nt  ninr  oVlork  Ih*-  whnlf  Hrrf  w**  mulrr 
uil,  An<i  Ai  twelve  lliey  anchored  tn  the  l>ay  at  I'eekikill,  ccin&ittiiic  of  the 
Dnjnc  frigate.  Iwoship^  aDdlwolirigs,  thrre  galleys,  and  four  ijnnv^porU,  with 
»ame  «nialJ  crafi,  ihe  whole  (inrlcr  the  c<rmnianil  of  Colonel  Uirrl,  At  one 
<i*cli^k  ^IhiuI  five  hufidtcd  men  in  ei^hl  nciUliMla  Undcit  $X  Lc»t'>  Cove,  on 
Uic  £out!i  «ida  of  Ibv  bay,  baviii[£  four  piccva  of  li^ht  aiTlillery  dnwn  by  the 
uilon.  ThiK  force  bci»E  double  thit  untler  G(4)cral  McDouifall,  he  retreaicd 
Id  the  hilli  beyond  Ihc  town  towaidfi  the  HiiflilandKt  tfiv^nfi  diredjon^  for 
dtfalroyiag  tuch  nlorci  ju  could  not  be  removed.  At  tbc  uinic  ihne  he  lenl 
orderf  to  Lieuicnant-CoJaa«l  Willet  to  leave  a  ftubaUem^i  commnnd  ai  Fort 
Coastiluiion,  uid  march  ■  dctachmci^i  to  hJt  asfiAlAncc-  The  Britiih  kept 
pnuosion  of  ihc  town  till  ilic  nest  day,  when  ii  was  found  that  ■  parly  had 
advatjced  to  a  high  Kround  flankfd  by  a  wood.  Here  ehcy  were  Attacked  by 
Colonel  Willfl  in  the  afceriioou,  nnd  a  e^man  ikirmi^h  cniued.  The  party 
retreated  lo  (he  nuxin  tJoily^  aiul  lo  ihe  evening,  favored  hy  iho  light  of  the 
moon,  thoy  4JI  cm^arWd,  ■inl  nailcif  dow»i  ihc  ri*ci.  Nine  of  the  cciemj'  were 
Itillvd  and  wnandipd  in  Ihr  •■kinniih  with  Willttt,  and  fnur  wore  killed  %\  the 
cnek  wTiile  iltemptini;  to  bum  ihc  hoatt.  The  AmerifanK  ha<l  one  mm  uor- 
ully  woiindcd  by  a  cannoO'Khoi.  The  los^  of  proviuans  and  stores  was  oooftid- 
etable,  ind  thi;  principal  object  of  the  enemy  visa  efTcclcd, — Cfnerat  J/r- 
DffMxaiVi  M:>.  L/iltr,  March39th;  Sir  IVilliam  Ifowe't  iMtfrSo  Lerd  Gturgr 
CrrKwrv,  April  lit,  tl*neml  Waihiii|-tfjD  expreucd  hU  fuU  »ppwbilioo  of 
Geticral  Mclloaeaira  conduct,  and  wrote  10  (^ngrciu.  Ihal  he  conceived  every 
pntdent  ttcp  had  been  taken,  and  oi  good  a  diipo^tion  taade  oi  the  small 
nauber  of  troops  vonM  admit. 
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well  satisfied  with  whar  rhey  had  seen,  and  that  they 
were  authorized  to  tell  their  nation  all  they  had  heard 
from  the  enemy  was  false-  Being  told  that  France 
was  assisting  us,  and  about  to  join  in  the  wan  they 
seemed  highly  pleased;  and  Mr,  Kirkland  said  he 
was  persuaded  it  would  have  a  considerable  effect  on 
the  minds  of  several  of  the  nations,  and  secure  to  us 
their  neutrality,  if  not  a  declaration  and  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  in  our  favor.  I  showed  them  every 
civility  in  my  power,  and  every  thing  that  I  thought 
material  to  excite  ir  them  an  idea  of  our  strength 
and  independence*  After  staying  two  days,  they  set 
off  for  their  nation,  expressing  their  desire  of  the 
most  speedy  return  to  the  council,  and  professing  the 
most  friendly  sentiments  towards  us, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 


TO   EUA5   BOUDINOT, 

HoKRiVTOWN,  t  April,  1777, 
SiK, 

I  am  authorized  by  Congress  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sary of  prisoners.  The  pay  will,  I  expect,  be  about 
sixty  dollars  a  month  ;   the  duty,  except  as  to  con* 

'  Rc*d  in  Congicw  Much  31st. 

"  The  Office  <yt  adjuuni-^cneral  being  vacant,  by  ihc  tt^igaotion  ot  Coload 
Rc<d,  Lnd  tbc  power  of  ■ppolnting  a  stJcccMor  wilh  m«»  I  am  induced,  from 
iht  £Ood  opinion  1  entertiin  of  yaot  flitu^hmeni  to  (he  Intcf  F«r  of  (he  United 
SUcev  %nd  yoixT  Miliiary  character,  noi  only  to  nuke  n  lendpt,  but  most  hmrtily 
CO  wjah  your  acceptance  of  tt.  It  will  give  me  much  pleiUfUTer  if  llie  oifcr  meeli 
your  concurrence ;  aad.  if  11  should,  I  niu«  requci>E  that  you  will  ]o>ie  no  time 
In  repMirini;  itr  Krad-<{vjiti?n  ;  ihr  Jtrtiiii|;trm«il  nt  (lie  tici»  ctmi)'  itnd  iTir  gnod 
oi  thft  vnirr  rftjuirin^  thdt  xhe  pmt  «hnukl  hti  immtiditlmlj  fillrdr  TK#  pay  I 
pmunie  you  ore  acquainted  w\\h  ;  TitiE,  1o»r  you  thouM  not,  I  Ihifik  proper  (o 
menCion.  IhuC  St  i»  >  hundred  4ud  Iwcuty-fivc  doli^n  *  month-   SboulJ  circom* 
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linement,  not  hard,  at  least  aft<-r  the  business  is  once 
put  into  a  proper  train.  Close  attendance  on  the 
army  will  be  requisite,  in  order  to  receive  and  dis- 
tribute the  prisoners  to  places  assigned  for  their  con- 
finement, at  each  of  which  some  person  should  be 
stationed  to  see  that  they  are  taken  care  of.  that  they 
receive  what  is  allowed  them,  and  that  proper  ac- 
counts are  kept  of  the  cxpensca  The  most  trouble* 
some  part  of  this  office  will  be  to  obtain  accounts  of 
the  expenses  already  incurred  ;  for,  after  this  is  once 
done,  the  business  may  be  put  upon  such  a  footing, 
as  to  be  managed  with  regularity  and  ease 

I  intend  to  annex  another  duty  to  this  office,  and 
that  is  the  procuring  of  Intelligence.  The  person  en- 
gaged in  the  department  of  commissary  of  prisoners 
will  have  as  much  leisure,  and  better  opportunities, 
than  most  officers  in  the  army,  to  obtain  knowledge 
of  the  enemy's  situation,  motions,  and  (as  far  as  may 
be)  designs.  Thus,  Sir,  in  concise  terms  have  I  given 
you  a  sketch  of  the  duties  of  a  commissary  of  prisoners, 
and  my  expectations  from  him,  and  now  give  me  leave 
to  ask  if  you  will  accept  the  appointment.  With 
very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc' 

atiLdco  put  it  out  cif  your  port  c(  to  atctpl  ii,  aa  tivciil  1  \\o\\^.  Hot  toliApjjcn,  Atid 
trhich  would  |pve  mv  cnnt^em,  |r^ii  will  lie  |>1ea>ed  (■>  tend  (hi*  F-tprtvc,  vrith 
the  cnc]a«cil  L«iur  ii>  Colond  Willjuia  Lcc,  Otherwise  you  wtU  roUtp  and 
retiun  il  lo  mc  upon  your  Jtrrivjil,  whjch  I  trust  will  be  in  frvr  dayh,  — //df i- 
im^tn  ta  Coloittl  PUkftin^^  30  Mucb,  1777,  Sec  Waskingtm  iff  CdHgrtn, 
&«  May,  1777- 

'  Hr-  BoudJn^i  uccplcd  the  Appointmcni,  *tid  r/^A  cofaraEiA&oii«d  on  ibo  f  stb 
of  April.  CoIoncU  Eland  and  Chorlct  Scud  were  promoted  byConi^eu  lo  the 
nnk  of  britadier-Ecnera]  on  the  ti<to(  April,  and  Colond  Learned  Ihe  ncxiday. 
CcDflral  ArmitrDTii^  raignrd  on  the  4th, 

**  1  b4VG  to  Uiuoat,  thai  thtf  ^xprcbioiu  inleoded  to  thank  the  Ul<  C^mncil 


"777l 


GEORGE  IVASniNGTON. 


301 


TO    GOVERNOR  COOKE. 

MoRni^rowN,  3  April,  1777, 

Sir. 

I  am  honord  with  yours  of  the  ]8th  of  last  month. 

The  late  ample  arrivals  of  arms  at  Philadelphia  and 
at  Portsmouth,  added  to  those  which  we  before  had, 
puts  us  out  of  all  further  uneasinc^rs  on  account  of 
that  necessary  article.  The  eleven  hundred  and 
&cventy-six  stand,  which  you  received  from  the  Con- 
tinental a^cnt  at  Boston,  will  Ug  very  near  the  num- 
ber wanted  for  your  two  Continental  battalions  when 
complete ;  and  I  desire  that  they  may  be  carefully 
collected  from  the  militia,  to  whom  any  part  of  them 
were  lent,  and  applied  to  that  purpose,  The  effects 
of  granting  extravagant  bounties,  and  of  raising 
bodies  of  men  upon  colonial  establish  men  ts,  now  ap- 
pear, from  the  returns  of  the  low  state  of  your  Con- 
tinental battalions.  From  the  first  cause,  the  men 
are  taught  to  set  a  price  upon  themselves,  and  refuse 

of  Salcty  tot  cjtAiii|£  me  nt  «  fmrl  of  llic  \\e^vy  t^Md  I  bear  Id  formlnjc  our  Dew 
■my  could  be  i^  mjkun^jcnlood  hy  yuor  Board.  I  r«joice<l  nl  heitnnf;,  tbftt 
ihey  \\tA  nol  only  ift|>aLnted  tlielr  officers  in  the  firn  instance,  but  amniEed 
them  b'kewisc,  ud  desired  ihii  iu  future  I  (houLd  (iU  up  ifae  f^cftncics  u  Ibcy 
hapiJcu,  ioicndidB  liercbytowveyou  the  trouble  fljid  prevcnc  dtflayr." — Wash' 
iMg^tfln  Iff  /*/  J^etHiyiitmiB  Bear^t*/  tVar^  a  Aprils  1777- 

Thfi  ciprcni^ns  r«f«TTcJ  to  wen  oontaincd  in  «  lortor  lo  tK«  Council  of 
Safvtj,  d^tpd  March  39lli,  a\  follow^  :  "  Uy  (he  IjlIc  powen  |^fin(«id  10  mr  by 
Congrew.  I  lud  ■  nghl  to  All  tip  all  coioinji»oni  undn  the  nink  of  brii^dier- 
g«Qcnl ;  but,  u  1  thotighl  (he  Coiir«a(ion«,  A«fcinblica.  or  CoundlK  of  Safely, 
of  Ui«  diScnni  Siaict,  were  bcti  acr^uAjnted  with  the  perianN  proper  lo  M) 
tlic  DCCCttAty  uppuiolDiccjU,  1  want  iiIutAcd  ta  kcc  Llmt  yuu  Ltid  cutupUtod 
your  arrutgtmcnlA  younvlvci  in  the  firti  intUtoca,  In  order  lo  present 
th«  icconvGiiicnLGk  ind  d«iay>,  tlut  may  eriw  from  any  vat^ancita,  that  may 
happen  in  future,  rcn^aihln|>  untiUed,  1  Sth^tll  take  Ibc  liberty  (o  make  the 
appoiatmentt,  alvayi  talcing  care  to  pay  a  4iic  regard  to  tenioriiy  where  fcerit 
beqiuL" 
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to  turn  out,  except  that  price  is  paid  ;  and  I  am  in- 
formed ill  some  infltancc3>  in  Massachusetts,  one 
hundred  pounds  lawful  money  per  man  has  been 
paid.  It  is  also  evident,  that  the  raising  of  the 
colonial  brigade  for  fifteen  months  retards  the  Con- 
tinental enlistments ;  for  General  Spencer  in  a 
letter  of  the  36th  of  March  writes  to  me,  that  the 
first  has  five  hundred  men,  and  the  last  but  three 
hundred  and  eighty^  about  half  of  whom  have  had 
the  smallpox ;  and  he  adds,  that  General  Varnum 
was  only  then  preparing  hospitals  for  the  inoculation 
of  the  remainder.  Strange  that  this  should  have 
been  neglected  so  long,  when  my  orders  were  given 
on  the  3d  of  March,  to  provide  quarters  and  to 
inoculate  immediately. 

You  certainly  overrate  the  Number  of  the  Enemy 
upon  Rhode  Island,  if  they  consist  of  only  six  Hcs* 
sian  and  two  British  regiments.  The  Hessian  regi- 
ments, when  they  came  out  complete,  did  not  exceed 
six  hundred  men  each,  and  the  British  two  hundred 
and  fifty  each.  Now,  if  they  have  decreased  by 
Casualties  in  proportion  to  the  other  troops  in  the 
British  army,  they  are  scarcely  more  than  three  thou- 
sand ;  a  number  too  small  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
the  Main.  I  am  convinced,  from  every  appearance, 
that  they  intend  to  leave  Rhode  Island,  where  they 
have  wintered  comfortably,  and  kept  up  a  consider- 
able diversion,  and  join  their  main  Body  in  this 
Province.  How  I  am  to  oppose  them,  God  knows; 
for.  except  a  few  hundred  from  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Virginia,  I  have  not  yet  received  a  man  of  the 
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new  Continental  levies.  So  far  from  being  able  to 
consent,  that  your  Continental  battalions  should 
remain  at  home,  supposing  the  enemy  should  con- 
tinue upon  the  Island,  that  I  am  obliged,  in  the  most 
positive  Terms,  to  order  every  Man»  who  has  had  the 
smallpox,  to  come  immediately  forward,  and  those 
who  have  not,  so  soon  as  they  are  recovered,  I 
have  written  to  General  Varnum  to  tlie  same  effect. 
As  it  is  my  duty  to  afford  equal  protection  to  every 
part  of  the  continent,  you  may  be  assured,  if  I 
thought  there  was  any  real  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  enemy  at  Rhode  Island,  that,  instead  of 
drawing  the  Continental  troops  from  that  quarter,  I 
would  add  to  their  numbers.  But,  when  there  is 
every  probability  of  their  coming  away,  and,  sup- 
posing they  should  stay,  as  the  internal  strength  of 
the  countr)' would  hinder  them  from  setting  foot  upon 
the  main.  I  think  I  am  excusable  in  drawing  every 
man  in  the  Continental  service  (except  those  in- 
tended for  the  northern  department)  to  this  pointy  to 
give  opposition  to  the  grand  army  of  the  enemy, 
who,  unless  they  are  checked,  will,  in  turn,  overrun 
every  State  in  the  Union, 

As  the  safety  of  the  whole  confederacy  depends 
upon  each  States  furnishing  the  quota  of  men  al- 
lotted to  it,  I  must  call  upon  you  in  the  most  press- 
ing manner  first  to  endeavor  to  complete  your  allot- 
ment by  the  usual  methods;  but,  if  your  men  will 
not  turn  out  voluntarily,  notwithstanding  the  great 
encouragement  given  by  the  State,  I  beg  you  will,  if 
your  powers  are  adequate,  insist  upon  each  districts 
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furnishing  a  cerCain  number,  as  they  have  done  in 
Massachusetts.  If  neither  of  these  modes  can  be 
faJkn  upon,  lo  good  effea,  wc  may  as  well  give  up 
the  cause.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO    BRJGAUIER-GENEKAL   ARNOUk 

MottiiHTOWM,  3  Aprit  1777- 

Dear  Sir, 

1  am  this  day  favd.  with  yours  of  the  26th  last 
month  and  a  few  days  ago  with  that  of  the  nth.  It 
is  needless  for  me  to  say  much  upon  a  subject,  which 
must  undoubtedly  give  you  a  good  deal  of  uneasi- 
ness, I  confess  I  was  surprised  when  1  did  not  see 
your  name  in  the  list  of  major-generals,  and  was  so 
fully  of  opinion,  that  there  was  <iome  mistake  in  the 
matter,  that,  I,  (as  you  may  recollect,)  desired  you 
iiul  to  take  any  hasty  step,  before  ihe  intention  of 
Congress  was  fully  known,"  The  point  does  not  now 
admit  of  a  doubt,  and  is  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  that 
I  will  not  even  undertake  to  advise.  Your  own  feel* 
ings  must  be  your  Guide.  As  no  particular  Charge 
is  alleg'd  against  you,  I  do  not  see  upon  what 
Ground  you  can  demand  a  Court  of  Inquiry,     Be- 

'  "I  im  Anziodhto  k»owwfae(hcrG«ncr«l  Amold'iDOD-promotionwisovui^ 
to  acdtknl  or  (l«^ign  \  anrl  tUe  ouj$f  of  iE.  Surely  h  more  active,  s  more  s}»r- 
i1e<l,  ftml  (cntkible  officer  hUt  noiltpittment  tn  your  amy,  Not  seeing  himt 
Ihen,  in  tLe  IUl  uf  iiiJiiuff<^eimals,  Htid  ni>  uicutioii  tfijulc  uf  bim,  hub  givco  uie 
uncjiuncth ;  «h  ii  k  nut  to  be  pr^tumeil,  l>etO|>  the  otdohE  l^ri^dlcr,  thai  be  w^U 
(Onltnur  En  tirrvicc  under  «urik  a  tifjfhi.  I  imatrinc  yf^a  ^^H  I^ac  two  or  Ihrro 
other  very  ifood  odficcn^  by  prooiotinif  youn,  or  any  oac't,  OTcr  them.  Uy 
publictcltcn  will  i^rc  you  the  viatc  of  maitcn  in  ibUquortcT,  *ad  my  anxiety 
to  be  informed  of  Uie  m^f^ti  of  Arnold's  non-promotion  givei  yon  th<  troubto 
of  Chu  letter/' — Wa$\it*gt9m  tm  Ritfutfd  iignry  Lte,  6  UnrchtiyTft. 
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sides,  public  bodies  arc  not  amenable  for  their  Ac- 
tions. They  place  and  displace  at  pleasure;  and  all 
the  satisfaction  that  an  individual  can  obtain,  when 
he  is  overlooked,  is,  if  innocent,  a  consciousness  that 
he  has  not  deserved  such  treatment  for  his  honest 
exertions.  Your  determination  not  to  quit  yntir  pres- 
ent eomntand,  while  any  danger  to  the  public  might 
ensue  from  your  leaving  it,  deserves  my  thanks,  and 
justly  entitles  you  to  the  thanks  of  your  country. 

General  Greene,  who  lias  lately  been  at  Philadel- 
phia^ took  occasion  to  inquire  upon  what  principle 
the  Congress  proceeded  in  their  late  promotion  of 
general  officers-  He  was  informed,  that  the  members 
from  each  State  seemed  to  insist  upon  having  a  pro- 
portion of  general  officers,  adequate  to  the  number  of 
men  which  they  furnish,  and  that,  as  Connecticut  had 
already  two  major-generals,  it  was  their  full  share;  'I. 
confess  this  is  a  strange  mode  of  reasoning;  but  it 
may  serve  to  show  you,  that  a  promotion,  whicli  was 
due  to  your  seniority,  was  not  overlooked  for  want 
of  Merit  in  you.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c 


TO     BRIGADIER-GENERAL   PARfiONS- 

MoKUCTOWN,  3  ApTili  1777. 

Deah  Sik. 

My  Letters  of  the  20th  and  2gth  Ulto.  will  convey 
evident  proofs  to  you  of  my  extreme  sollicitude  re- 
specting the  assembling  of  our  Troops ;  and  yet,  as  I 
have  but  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  dissipation 
in  some  and  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  domestick 
pleasures  in  others,  have  had  an  unhappy  Influence 
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Upon  the  conduct  of  the  recruiting  officers,  I  must 
again  repeat  the  urgent  necessity  there  is  for  the 
officers  of  every  denomination  exerting  themselves  to 
the  utmost  in  bringing  (orward  the  new  Levies, 

GenL  Howe  is  vigorous  in  his  preparations;  the 
troops  at  Rhode  Island,  from  the  best  Intelligence  I 
have  been  able  to  get,  were  about  to  imbark  ;  a  num- 
ber (to  the  amount  it  is  said  of  3000)  have  actually 
imbark'd  from  New  York  and  Amboy  ;  and  are  now 
at  the  watering  place  near  the  Narrows. — In  short,  the 
Campaign  is  opening,  and  we  have  no  men  for  the 
field — If  this  is  owing  to  the  causes  above  mentioned, 
the  officers  imployed  in  the  Recruiting  Service  must 
expect  to  be  answerable  for  the  consequences.  If 
they  have  done  their  duty,  and  it  proceeds  from  un- 
willingness in  the  men  to  inlist,  the  Government 
must  have  recourse  to  coercive  measures;  for  if  the 
quotas  required  of  each  state  cannot  be  had  by  vol- 
untary Inlistment,  in  time,  and  the  Powers  of  Gov- 
ernment are  not  adequate  to  drafiing^  there  is  an 
end  of  the  contest ;  and  opposition  becomes  vain — I 
therefore  wish  you  to  see  Govn  Trumbull  and  con- 
verse with  him  on  the  Importance  of  this  subject,  for 
delay  in  obtaining  the  men,  falls  very  little  short  of 
not  getting  them  at  all — If  the  Enemy,  for  want  of 
men  to  oppose  ihem,  can  march  through  the  country 
in  triumph,  or  if  the  opposition  is  so  feeble  as  to 
become  ineffectual,  and,  our  Army  thereby  destroyed 
by  piecemeals,  the  bad  effects  of  either  is  much  easier 
to  be  conceived,  than  described,  and  should  be 
avoided  if  possible,— 
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The  Eight  Regiments  of  your  State  I  would  have 
divided  into  two  Brigades  as  follows. — 

First  Second, 

I.  Colo.   Chas.  Webb  2.  Colo.  Huntington 

3.     ,     .     Wyllys  4,     .     .     Bradley 

5.     .     .     Douglas  6.     .     .    Chandler 

7,     .     ,     Durkee  8.     .     .     Swift 

The  first  Brigade  to  be  under  your  immediate  com- 
mand— the  second  to  be  under  the  care  of  the  eldest 
Colo,  (superintended  by  you)  till  Genl.  Spencer  ar- 
rives, or  a  Brigadier  is  appointed  to  it — All  the 
officers  and  men  of  these  Brigades  to  march  im- 
mediately to  PeekskilK  except  such  as  have  not  had 
the  Small  Pox,  and  are  now  under  Inoculation, — and 
except  such  officers  as  are  necessary  for  the  care  of 
the  Sick,  and  for  Recruiting;  wliich  ought  to  be  at- 
tended to,  and  prosecuted,  with  all  possible  vigor — 
take  care  to  give  me  previoLs  notice  of  the  arrival  of 
these  Troops  at  the  Kills,  that  (if  the  exigencies  of 
afTairs  require  it)  they  may  be  immediately  ordered  on 
to  head  Quarters  -without  loss  of  time.     I  am,  &c. 


Prcx:lamation  respecting  deseeters. 

Whereas  many  soldiers,  lately  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army, 
nol  coDicnt  with  ihc  generous  bountie^i  ard  encouragements 
granted  to  ihcm  by  Congress,  but  influenced  by  a  l>a»e  regard  to 
ihcir  interest,  have  rc-cniistcd  with  and  received  bounties  from 
other  officers,  and  then  <le»erted ;  and  whereas  it  is  presumed, 
that  many,  fully  sensible  of  the  enormity  of  their  crimef^  would 
return  to  iheir  duty,  were  they  not  deterred  by  an  apprehension 
of  suSertng  the  severe  punishment  Lately  intlicted  on  those  found 
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guilty  of  d««ertion  \  I  have  tHouglil  proper  lo  issue  this  my  proc- 
lamation, ofTering  fre^  pardon  to  all  those  above  described,  aa  | 
well  as  to  those  who  have  deserted  from  oihf  r  motives,  who  shal! 
voluntarily  (tirrcnder  thc^msclveK  to  any  oHicer  in  the  Coalinental 
army,  or  join  their  respective  corps  before  the  15th  da)"  of  May 
Dcxt,  Aad  I  do  striccly  enjoin  all  officers  in  the  army  i;ndcr  my 
comxnnntt,  and  entreat  the  good  people  of  these  States,  to  use 
their  utmost  eniieavors  to  apprehend  and  secure  such  deserters, 
a3  &haJ)  not  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  offered  by  this 
proclamatbn.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Kead-Quaners,  at  Mor* 
ristown,  this  6th  day  of  April,  1777.' 


TO  GENERAL  HEARD. 

MoKKnrrovTK,  7  April.  1777. 

Sib. 

Inclosed  I  tra^nsmit  you  a  copy  of  a  late  resolve  of 
Coiiyress,  by  which  you  will  perceive  thai  in  bringing 
the  militia  into  the  field,  strict  regard  is  to  be  had  to 

>  "  The  p«r  abfitrmeC  of  the  tenth  rre^Ttcnl  of  Connccticnt  tnilitia.  from  Octo- 
b«  to  January  kit,  was  this  ftay  pre^mtcd  to  mc  f™  paymt.  Th*  tery  unrea- 
tooablc  disproportion  of  oFHcm  induced  mr  lu  dedznr  giving  ordcn  for  the 
poym^l.  I  mvut  beg  the  favor  of  you  lo  hivF  lomc  mode  ailo[t1cd,  by  which 
ihc  public  I«nwi(y  moy  be  cAicd  of  Midi  cairtofdinrtrj  dcmnmU,  Impcnitipni 
of  iHU  natiirf  arj»  prrtuitt^d  f^r  in  fAilDn<  by  f 'nnprm  i  bul  how  •nf  an"  lo 
remvdy  thoBc.  l^t  have  happened.  [  am  alalobludctenninc.  I  C4n  ontytay, 
that  itotbiQg  khall  pass  tbrou|^  my  handi,  thai  may  be  c<«ifcCrued  into  thv 
■IfjEhlME  approbation  of  such  {m|w«ilionL  T  havcencloned  the  abstract  for  joiu 
COOSiilcrfttEoD," — W<^kit^[t&n  to  Qovtrntr  Trwttbuil,  7  April.  1777, 

*'  I  mrntl  inaiit  that  you  wiJI  ncl  In  a  lini^lc  SniiaTicc  abaic  your  Ptlention  to  1 
the  purchase  of  amiD.  The  htearnvsK  will  noi  hitpiily  ihe  rirmtinental  aim<L  ; 
Thvy  mutt  ther«forc  be  proporlionAidy  <tcliver«d  out  \  and  he  who  de|>enda  efi- 
tircly  on  being  lupplied  from  thetc  fundi  :ind  omits  purchaiing  all  the  artnt 
wltbin  hU  rcadi,  will  be  crcaTly  diuppaintcd.  J  he  caicpaien  i»  on  the  *cvy 
eve  of  opening.  A  d<d»l>e  blo*t  at  the  begfnnijig  wUI  leave  tlie  foilunatc 
party  very  little  lo  do  for  toine  tme  aflerwardi.  Now  if  the  offie^re  is  direct 
disobedience  of  my  repeitei!  or^icn,  wiit  at  theii  reipectiTc  tomei  in  good 
quarlen  till  they  ate  pleased  to  IhiaV  (h?y  can  conveniently  \t^\t  IbnD)  I  muat 
take  (h«  Aetd  with  littlr  more  than  my  family,  and  JLoe  thU  imporiant  oppoi* 
luuitj,  "-^  J> Wifi/ijlVni  1^  Stimuii  B.  W*M,  7  April,  1777. 
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the  number  of  men,  and  only  a  due  proportion  of 
officers,  both  with  respect  to  rank  and  number,  !s  to 
be  called  out  to  command  chem.  More  than  these 
will  not  be  paid,  as  it  would  impose  an  unreasonable 
burthen  on  the  public  There  have  been  horrid 
abuses  in  this  way  ;  it  has  been  heretofore  customary 
to  see  almost  as  many  officers  as  men  in  the  pay 
abstracts,  that  have  been  brought  before  me.  And 
what  is,  if  possible,  a  still  greater  enormity  I  Ixave 
reason  to  believe  it  is  too  often  a  practice  for  officers 
who  command  parties  to  assume  the  rank  of  their 
superior  officers,  who  h^ippen  to  be  absent,  and  to 
draw  pay  equivalent  to  it,  under  the  absurd  idea  of 
their  acting  in  their  stead  &  capacity. 

1  desire  your  careful  attention  to  the  remedying 
these  things  in  future,  as  the  tenor  of  the  before 
mentioned  resolve  will  be  rigidly  adhered  to ;  and 
supernumerary  officers  may  expect  to  receive  no  pay 
for  their  unnecessary  services;  and  those  who  are 
guilty  of  such  an  assumption  of  rank  will  make  them- 
selves liable  to  punishment 

I  find  that  the  Brigadiers  of  this  State  have  each  a 
particular  power  only  to  call  out  the  Militia  of  a  par- 
ticular district.  On  this  account,  unlt-ss  the  Governor 
should  have  regulated  the  matter  himself,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  the  Brigadiers  should  agree  among 
tliemselves,  on  one  of  their  number  to  take  the  actual 
command  of  the  troops  in  the  field ;  more  than  one 
will  not  be  wanted  for  the  purpose^ 

f  shall  deem  it  indispcn«iably  incumbent  on  the 
acting    Brigadier  to    enforce    upon    all    the  officers 
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und^r  him  the  necessary  practice  of  making  exact 
returns  to  him  of  their  several  parties  and  to  impress 
it  upon  chcm,  in  explicit  terms,  that  no  abstracts  they 
shall  present  will  be  paid,  unless  they  are  first  certi- 
fied under  hts  hand  ;  in  doing  which,  his  duty  and 
reputation  demand  he  should  accurately  compare  the 
abstracts  with  the  returns  that  have  been  previously 
made.  Any  neglect,  or  want  of  care,  in  this  particu- 
lar, will  manifest  an  unpardonable  disregard  to  the 
public  good.     I  am  &c. 


TO  COLONEL  REED   OR  COLONEL  COX. 

IliAD  QuAnrsRf,  MofcAUTOWM,  7  A|>hl,  1777. 

Dear  Sib, 

I  am  informed,  there  is  a  certain  Mr.  Smith,  who 
has  been  lately  taken  up  by  General  Lincoln  as  a  spy 
and  sent  to  Philadelphia  under  that  character,  I 
believe  for  several  reasons,  that  he  is  the  man  who 
was  imployed  by  you  to  act  (or  us,  in  that  capacity, 
and  that  the  apprehending  him  is  a  mistake,  which 
may  be  attended  with  ill  consequences.  Lest  he 
should  be  precipitately  tried  and  punished,  I  must 
beg  you  will  interpose  in  the  affair  without  delay,  and 
if  you  find  him  to  be  the  person  I  suspect  he  is,  take 
measures  to  have  him  released.  I  should  be  glad 
indeed,  that  some  management  might  be  used  in  the 
matter,  in  order  to  turn  the  circumstance  of  his  being 
apprehended  to  a  good  account.  It  would  be  well  to 
make  him  a  handsome  present  in  monej*  to  secure 
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his  fidelity  to  us;  and  contrive  his  releasement,  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  an  ac- 
cidental escape  from  confinement.  After  concerting 
a  plan  with  him,  b/  which  he  will  be  enabled  to  be 
serviceable  to  us,  in  communicating  intelligence  from 
time  to  time,  let  him  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  the 
Enemy,  under  the  idea  above  intimated, — that  is,  as 
a  fugitive  from  the  persecution  and  danger,  he  in- 
curred among  us,  for  his  known  friendship  to  the 
enemy.  Great  care  must  be  taken  so  to  conduct  the 
scheme,  as  to  make  the  escape  appear  natural  and 
real. — There  must  be  neither  too  much  facility,  nor 
too  much  refinement,  for  doing  too  little,  or  over- 
acting the  part  would  alike  beget  a  suspicion  of  the 
true  state  of  the  case,      I  am,  &c. 


TO  UEUTENANT-GENERAL  HOWE. 


MoftiUffTOWH,  9  April.  1777. 


I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  you  a  copy  of  a 
paper  addressed  to  me  by  Licuten  ant-Colon  el  Wal- 
cott  of  your  army,  which  came  enclosed  in  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant-General  Lord  CornwalUs.  It  is 
with  peculiar  regret,  I  am  constrained  to  observe, 
that  this  illiberal  performance  of  Colonel  Walcott's  is 
obviously  calculated  to  answer  a  less  genei'ous  pur- 
pose, than  that  of  merely  effecting  an  exchange,  con- 
tains a  gross  misrepresentation  of  facts,  and  is  a 
palpable  deviation  from  that  delicate  line,  which  I 
expected  would  mark  his  conduct,  as  a  man  of  candor 
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and  ingenuity/  That  gentleman  has  censured  two 
articles  insisted  on  by  me  through  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Harrison,  at  their  meeting  of  the  10th 
ultimo,  "as  groundless,  unprecedented,  and  incon- 
sistent with  any  degree  of  reason  or  common  sense," 
though  founded,  as  I  conceive,  in  the  clearest 
principles  of  Equity  and  justice.  Not  contenting 
himself  with  this,  which  would  have  given  me  no 
tonccrn,  he  has  assumed  the  privilege  of  mutilating 
and  misstating  those  articles  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
change  their  meaning,  and  to  adapt  them  to  the 
unfair  conclusions  he  wished  to  establish. 

Having  premised  these  things,  and  being  chained 
in  direct  and  positive  terms  by  Colonel  Walcott.  who 
acted  under  your  authority,  with  a  violation  of  the 
Agreement  made  between  us  for  the  Exchange  of 
prisoners,  and  called  upon  for  a  performance  of  the 
same,  I  think  it  necessary  to  explain  the  motives  of 
my  conduct,  and  the  grounds  on  which  those  articles 
or  objections  stand.  In  respect  to  the  first,  I  freely 
repeat,  that  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound,  either  by  the 

'  In  conaeqacrnoe  of  General  Hciwc'3  auggcstioii,  cbat  Komc  pcnan  HhonUlbc 
ftppoinEcd  by  General  Washington  to  meet  a  British  ofhccr  for  the  purpose  of 
KtiUng  the  <11fIcreQCCi^  thil  eiistcd  in  rcgird  to  the  exchange  o|  phvincrs, 
Coljncl  Huf  ri(un  lifld  bveii  iiel«ci*d  for  thLs  ptirposc.  nud  fcc«Jvcd  Lii  powers 
and  IniJifncEiont  on  the  4lh  of  March.  A  meeting  took  place  between  bim  and 
CokrncL  WnlcDtt,  the  nritiih  commiKioncr.  It  proved  inefieclual  u  to  ih« 
points  It  issue  :  And  there  wns  LiioLher  mectini*  on  the  3d  of  April, mhuii,  &t  the 
partictdid  not  ngrvc,  Coloorl  WaLcotE  prftented  to  Colonel  Harrison  a  paper, 
which  the  Ultrr  «oDeddarod  vt  objectionable  In  ic»  tamper  and  cuntcni4«  I^iaI  he 
wnvid  not  rv^vp  il,  aUhough  il  wtu  brought  prrpsrfid.  snd  wai  hrnrp  pnv 
ftiiai«<I  to  have  bc*ni  approved  hy  General  Howe.  Ai  ColoQcl  HArrtAon  r^fuwd 
lo  be  the  be«ttr  of  it  10  General  Wmhinglon,  it  wai  sent  cat  by  a  llag*  under 
the  cover  of  a  letter  from  Lord  CornwallU,  Woleoll'i  demaod  and  WoihiiLg- 
Ton's  ttply  wcie  pubU»!jcd  liy  yide/  uf  Cutiijic**. 
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spirit  of  the  agreement,  or  by  the  principles  of  justice, 
to  account  for  those  prisoners,  who,  from  the  rigor 
and  severity  of  their  treatrnent^  were  in  so  emaciated 
and  languishing  a  state,  at  the  time  they  came  out,  as 
to  render  tlieir  death  ahnost  certain  and  inevitable ; 
and  which,  in  many  instances,  happened  while  they 
were  returning  to  their  homes,  and,  in  many  others, 
immediately  after  their  arrival. 

You  must  be  sensible,  thai  our  Engagement,  as 
well  as  all  others  of  the  kind,  though  in  the  letter  it 
expresses  only  an  equality  of  rank  and  number,  as 
the  rule  of  exchange,  yet  it  necessarily  implies  a 
regard  to  the  general  principles  of  mutual  compensa- 
tion and  advantage.  This  is  inherent  in  its  nature, 
is  the  vuice  of  reason,  and  no  stipulation,  as  tu  the 
condition  in  which  prisoners  should  be  returned,  was 
requisite.  Humanity  dictated  that  their  treatment 
should  be  such,  as  their  health  and  comfort  demanded ; 
and,  where  her  laws  have  been  duly  respected,  their 
condition  has  been  generally  good.  Nor  is  this  the 
language  of  Humanity  alone;  justice  declaims  the 
same.  The  object  of  every  cartel,  or  similar  agree- 
ment, i$  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners  themselves,  and 
that  of  the  contending  powers.  On  this  footing,  it 
equally  exacts,  that  they  should  be  well  trcatedp  as 
that  they  should  be  exchanged.  The  reverse  is, 
therefore,  an  evident  infraction,  and  ought  to  subject 
the  party,  on  whom  it  is  chargeable,  to  all  the  damage 
and  ill  consequences  resulting  from  it  Nor  can  it  be 
expected,  that  those  unfitted  for  future  service  by  acts 
of  severity,  in  direct  violation  of  a    Compact,  are 
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proper  subjects  for  an  exchange  In  such  case,  to 
return  others  not  in  the  same  predicament,  would  be 
to  give  without  receiving  an  Equivalent ;  and  would 
afford  the  greatest  encouragemenl  to  cruelty  and  in- 
humanity. The  argument,  drawn  from  the  mere  cir- 
cumstance of  the  prisoners  having  been  received,  is 
of  no  validity.  Though,  from  their  wretched  situa- 
tion, they  could  not.  at  that  time,  be  deemed  proper 
for  an  exchange,  yet  our  humanity  required  that  they 
should  be  permitted  ta  return  among  us. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  fairly  doubted,  whether  an  ajH 
prehension  of  their  death,  or  that  of  a  great  part  of 
them,  did  not  contribute  somewhat  to  their  being 
sent  out  when  they  were.  Such  an  event,  whilst  they 
remained  with  you,  would  have  been  truly  interest- 
ing;  because  it  would  have  destroyed  every  shadow 
of  claim  for  a  return  of  the  prisoners  in  our  Hands ; 
and,  therefore,  policy,  concurring  with  Humanity, 
dictated  that  the  measure  should  be  adopted  Hap- 
py had  it  been,  if  the  expedient  had  been  thought  of 
before  these  ill-fated  men  were  reduced  to  such  ex- 
tremity. It  is  confessed,  however,  on  all  sides,  that, 
after  their  delivery,  they  still  continued  your  prison- 
ers, and  would  be  so  till  regularly  exchanged. 

I  acknowledge,  that  I  should,  and  I  have  been  al- 
ways willing,  notwithstanding  this  concession,  to  ac- 
count for  every  man,  who  was  in  a  proper  condition 
and  fit  to  be  exchanged  at  the  time  they  came  out, 
so  far  as  the  proportion  of  prisoners  with  us  would 
extend.  With  what  propriety,  or  upon  what  founda- 
tion of  justice,  can  more  be  demanded?    This  has 


»7T7] 


GEOUGE  WASHTNGTOI^. 


315 


been  proposed,  or,  what  is  the  same,  was  most  clearly 
implied  in  the  first  article  or  objection  made  by  Lieu- 
lenani^Colonel  Harrison,  and  illiberally  rejected  since> 
as  inconsistent  with  any  degree  of  reason  or  common 
sense.  Painful  as  it  is.  I  am  compelled  to  consider  it 
as  a  fact  not  to  be  questioned,  that  the  usage  of  our 
prisoners,  whilst  in  your  possession,  the  privates  at 
least,  was  such  as  could  not  be  justified.  This  was 
proclaimed  by  Uic  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who 
came  out;  their  appearance  sanctified  the  assertion  ; 
and  melancholy  experience,  in  the  speedy  death  of  a 
large  part  of  them,  stamped  it  with  infallible  cer- 
tainty. 

In  respect  to  the  second  article  insisted  on,  your 
discriminating  Major-General  Lee  from  other  captive 
officers  belonging  to  the  American  army  demanded 
my  particular  attention.  I  was  authorized  to  con- 
clude, from  your  laying  him  under  peculiar  restraints, 
and  from  your  letter  of  the  33d  of  January  last,  that 
you  considered  him  in  a  singular  point  of  view,  and 
meant  to  exclude  him  from  the  common  right  of  ex- 
change, stipulated  for  all  officers  in  general  terms- 
This  distinction,  the  more  injurious  and  unwarrant- 
able, as  you  never  excepted  him,  though  you  knew 
him  to  be  an  officer  in  our  army  at  the  time,  and 
long  before  the  Agreement  was  entered  into,  made  it 
my  duty  to  assert  his  right  in  an  explicit  manner,  and 
to  endeavor  to  put  the  matter  upon  so  unequivocal  a 
footing,  as  to  insure  his  enlargement,  whenever  an 
officer  of  equal  rank  belonging  to  your  army  should 
be  in  our  power.     This  was  attempted  by  the  Article* 
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and  nothing  more  ;  nor  is  any  other  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  it*  It  is  true,  a  proposition  was  made, 
since  his  captivit)^,  to  give  a  certain  number  of  offi- 
cers of  inferior  rank  in  exchange  for  him  ;  but  it  was 
not  claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  What  name,  then, 
does  ihat  proceeding  merit,  by  which  it  is  suggested, 
that  the  immediate  release  of  General  Lee  had  been 
demanded,  without  having  an  officer  of  equal  rank  to 
give  for  him?  The  suggestion  cannot  be  supported 
by  the  most  tortured  exposition,  nor  will  it  have 
credit  where  candor  is  deemed  a  virtue,  and  words 
preserve  their  form  and  meaning. 

As  to  the  charge  of  delay  in  not  returning  the 
prisoners  in  our  hands,  the  dispersed  situation  of 
those,  taken  at  a  more  early  period  of  the  war, 
through  the  diflferenl  States,  arising  from  the  circum- 
stances of  their  captivity  and  a  regard  to  their  better 
accommodation,  made  their  detention  for  a  consider- 
able time  unavoidable.  When  the  agreement  sub- 
sisting between  us  took  placc^  the  speediest  directions 
were  given  to  have  them  collected,  that  an  exchange 
might  be  effected.  This  was  done  in  part,  and  at  a 
juncture  when  motives  of  policy  opposed  the  measure, 
but  were  made  to  yield  to  the  rigid  maxims  of 
good  faith.'  We  were  pursuing  the  exchange,  and 
continued  our  exertions  to  accomplish  it,  till  the  mis- 
erable appearance,  indicating  an  approaching  catas- 
trophe, of  those  sent  out  by  you,  made  it  improper. 

'  The  following  ctfluiuf  wai  liere  iDserled  in  tlic  linit  draft  of  thf  leltu.  bat 
it  WU  oeaitled  in  the  tronscnj^t  flcnt  (o  Gencfal  Hovre.  — "  Huppilx  wc  i^wxwA 
an  cquivulcnl,  so  \%t  as  Ihcir  number  worn,  irt  Ihoic  rciumcd  from  CftnadA, 
ttnd  ttho  bad  oxpcncoMd  Ui«  buEiAiutjr  of  UcDcnil  Culelon. " 
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Foreseeing  that  a  difficulty  might  arise,  and  that  it 
might  be  expected,  that  I  should  account  for  the 
whole  of  them,  which  I  by  no  means  thought  it 
equitable  to  do.  it  became  necessary  that  the  matter 
should  be  adjusted,  and  the  due  proportion  settled 
for  which  I  ought  to  be  responsible,  before  any  thing 
further  could  be  done  on  my  part  Upon  this  ground 
stands  also  the  detention  of  those>  who  have  been 
since  captured.  Added  to  these  considerations,  the 
discrimination  set  up  in  the  instance  of  General  Lee 
is  to  be  regarded  as  utterly  irreconcilable  with  the 
tenor  of  our  agreement,  and  an  insurmountable  ob- 
stacle to  a  compliance  with  your  demands. 

Thus^  Sir,  have  I  explained  the  motives  of  my 
conduct,  and  I  trust  vindicated  myself  in  the  eye  of 
Impartiality  from  the  improper  and  grrjundless 
charge,  which  you  and  the  gentleman  acting  by  your 
authority  have  been  pleased  to  allege  against  mc 
If,  in  doing  this,  I  have  departed  in  the  smallest 
degree  from  that  delicacy,  which  I  always  wished 
should  form  a  part  of  my  character,  you  will  remem- 
ber. [  have  been  forced  into  recrimination,  and  that 
it  has  become  an  act  of  necessary  justice.  1  shall 
now  declare  it  to  be  my  ardent  wish,  that  a  general 
exchange  may  take  place,  on  generous  and  liberal 
principles,  so  far  as  it  can  be  effected,  and  that  the 
agreement,  subsisting  between  us  for  that  purpose, 
should  be  inviolably  observed;  and  I  call  upon  you, 
by  every  obligation  of  good  faith,  to  remove  all  im* 
pediments,  on  your  part,  to  the  accomplishment  of  iL 
If,  however,  you  do  not,  I  console  myself  with  a  hope. 
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that  those  unfortunate  men,  whose  lot  it  is  to  be 
your  prisoners,  will  bear  their  sufferings  with  becom- 
ing fortitude  and  magnanimity. 

I  am.  Sir  with  due  respect.  &c-' 


TO   HAJOR-OENERaL   HEATIl. 

MoaftUTOWN,  LO  April,  1777. 

Dr-  Sir, 

I  have  within  these  few  days  received  an  apptica* 
tion  from  the  Honble,  Messrs.  Sever  and  Cushing 
for  Arms  and  Blankets  for  the  use  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Rcgim.  destined  forTycondcroga. — Surely  these 
Troops  are  not  at  this  day  to  begin  their  Marchior 
that  Post ! — and  sorry  I  am  to  observe  that  nojSig 
now  will  content  that  Government  but  the  Ne^^Hns 
lately  arrived  there  (which  will  be  greatly  wai^^Kor 
Troops  that  cannot  otherwise  be  provided),  ^^Vien 

'  "  The  doiign  of  WMhington's  letter^  And  its  publiciUan  brj^^^pigrm, 
wu  to  Mnctify  thdr  breach  uf  Uith  in  noL  Mnding  bick  ou^^^^s  in  cx- 
dungc.  tu  reiitchcnt  Gcucml  tluvre  ■»  ilevoiJ  of  bunmriUy.  iLnd^^rrilatc  the 
deluded  Ain«riciiHii  atill  more  ng^inst  the  Engli&h  naiioD,  na  a  people  Ic^aH^ 
loot  lo  vlrEuc.  II  wu  by  &uch  niiueprcHnUUon»  And  faUehoodt  IbaE  the  reb«l 
Icadtn  lini  fomented  and  bfou^hl  tjn  the  pruciit  rcb«l1Joii ;  and  tbc^  9I1U  con- 
coptinnc  to  support  it  by  ihc  umt  infamoui  meant.  Nfcn  c»f  ipkli^nani  ind 
ftinblliou*  diipcMiitJons  of  mind  Ate  ali^nji  %\  the  h^ad  o\  rhcir  ftftaln.  ti  «u 
vuch  tiiipoaitLons  th«t  in«d«  l-ctvcU  a  ilclegalc.  ai^d  Wuiuugloji  •  general/' — 
Politifus  in  thv  lAfndoH  CArvnUlf^  14  Au^itT.  1777 

John  Adami  wroT?  of  thU  letter:  "WAihington  li  in  the  right,  and  hu 
maintained  hU  irgument  with  a  delicacj  uid  dignitjr  which  do  W^  mack 
honor:  He  lja£  hintc^J  at  the  flagitious  conduct  tA  the  two  llowo  tciwvdc 
Ihdr  prboncn  iji  so  pUtii  ami  dcai  h  tnauncr  that  he  ciJinoi  ht:  mbundcT* 
ilood,  bot  yet  decency  and  debcaty  are  prvkdwril,  which  i>  iho  men  lo  be  ap- 
plauded because  the  nalunl  rcir^tmeat  of  such  atrocioiu  cruellies  renden  it 
very  difBcuU  lo  ivoid  a  more  pointed  tan|^ge  in  dtMcribin£  them-" — TV  AO 
<">>.  13  April,  1777. 
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I  have  abundant  reason  to  believe,  that  no  State  upon 
I  the  Continent  has  it  so  much  in  her  power  to  furnish 
I  these  articles  as  that  of  Massachusetts  bay;  Indeed  1 

am  informed,  that  arms,  and  other  Military  stores  are 
hoarding  up  in  that  Government,  which  makes  every 
thing  of  the  kind  exceedingly  diiHcuIt  to  be  had  for 
Continental  use,  and  has  the  appearance  of  a  separate 
Provision. 

That  no  delay  however  may  happen,  I  have  in- 
formed those  Gentlemen  that  you  would  be  Instructed 
to  Issue  orders  for  such  a  number  of  Arms  as  shall 
appear  to  you  absolutely  necessary — and  this  power  I 
now  give  you,  requesting  at  the  same  time,  that  it 
may  be  used  with  a  regard  to  the  general  good — The 
means  of  procuring  them  through  other  Channels, 
should  still  be  pursued.     *    *    * 

Let  me  have  the  names  of  the  several  Colonels 
commanding  the  15  Regiments  from  the  State  of 
Massachusetts — mention  them  in  their  order  of  Sen- 
iority, &  whether  the  Regiments  are  numbered  from 
the  Rank  of  the  officers  commanding  them  or 
noL    *    *    * 

The  Brigade  Majors  for  these  New  Corps,  are  not 
to  be  appointed  till  there  is  duty  for  them  to  perform  ; 
then,  if  the  Brigadiers  will  make  choice  of  officers 
properly  qualified  1  will  confirm  them  in  office,  if 
they  do  not,  I  shall  exert  the  powers  given  me  by 
Congress  "  to  appoint  all  officers  under  the  Rank  of 
Brigadier'*  to  put  in  such  as  are ;  as  1  will  not  have 
any  Gentn-  introduced  from  family  connexions,  or 
local  attachments,  to  the  prejudice  o£  the  Service.— 
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Of  this  you  will  please,  without  loss  of  time  to  give 
each  Brijjadicr  in  your  State  notice; — They  will  ex- 
cuse  me  for  this  Intimation,  which  may  imply  a 
reflection^  when  I  add  that  some  very  Improper 
choices  were  made  last  year,  and  when  it  is  evident 
to  every  Gendeman  in  the  smallest  degree  acquainted 
with  Service  that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to 
good  order  and  regularity  in  an  Army  than  having 
Brigade  Majors  of  knowledge,  activity,  and  diligence, 
♦    *    •     I  am  Sir,  &a 


TO   BRIGADIER-GENERAL    MIFFLIN, 

HKADQITAftTBRE,  MqBHIS  TOWN,  IO  Aplfl,  1777- 

Dear  Sir, 

From  every  piece  of  intelligence  which  wc  have 
lately  reed,  it  appears  that  the  Enemy  are  making 
hasty  preparations  to  open  the  Campaign,  and  Phila- 
delphia seems  generally  agreed  upon  as  their  object. 
Whether  the  expedition  will  be  by  land  or  water  Is 
yet  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  but  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  it  will  be  by  both.  Wherever  their 
Army  lies,  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  us 
to  have  Spies  among  them,  on  whom  we  may  de- 
pend for  Intelligence,  I  would  therefore  have  you 
look  out  for  proper  persons  for  this  purpose,  who  are 
to  remain  among  them  under  the  mask  of  friendship, 
I  would  have  some  of  those  in  Bucks  County  some 
in  Philad  and  others  below  Philada.  about  Chester, 
for  if  any  part  of  their  force  goes  round  by  Water, 
they  will  probably  land  some  where  thereabouts.      1 
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have  directed  Genl.  Putnam  to  procure  similar  per- 
sons to  wait  upon  them  in  their  way  thro'  Jersey.  I 
hope  we  may  prevent  them  from  crossing  the  Dela- 
ware, but  if  that  Event  should  happen,  we  should  be 
provided.  I  would  therefore  have  you  set  about  this 
work  immediately  and  give  the  persons  you  pitch 
upon,  proper  lessons.  Some  in  the  Quaker  line,  who 
have  never  taken  an  active  part,  would  be  least  liable 
to  suspicion  from  either  party,     ♦     *     * 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters.  Morkis  Town,  la  April,  1777, 

Sir: 

I  am  honored  with  yours  of  the  loth  accompanied 
with  one  from  the  Committee  of  Congress,  to  whom 
I  have  wrote  very  fully  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Resolve  for  forming  an  Army  upon  the  West  Side 
of  Delaware  and  to  which  !  refer  you.  I  wish  I 
could  see  any  prospect  of  an  Army,  fit  to  make 
proper  opposition,  formed  any  where.  You  will  per- 
haps be  surprized  at  this,  after  the  public  Reports  of 
the  great  Success  of  recruiting  in  all  the  States^  but 
to  convince  you  that  these  have  been  hut  bare  Re- 
ports, I  will  give  you  the  best  information  I  have 
been  able  to  collect  from  actual  Returns  and  other 
accounts* 

New  Ham|fshirc.  Nu  reluru>,  bul  4  letter  (iuld  GcuI.  Hcjith 
ttAjr>  thcry  arc  lalcrably  forward  all  their  Rcgiincnis  go  to  iht 
Northward, 

MouachuacttH. — About  40c  Men  rtuaed  to  «  Rt'gt.  many  of 
those  yet  to  unUergo  innocvilauoii.     S«v«d  of  their  Rogimenta  go 
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to  ihe  KorcJiward,  and  Kigt^t  arc  to  come  to  Pe^kftkill  for  the 
present. 

Khodc  Island.'-^Only  360  men  inlistcd  in  both  RcgimcDts  ihc 
ist  April — 200  cf  thoic  are  yet  to  be  innoculated  Genl  Var* 
num  writes  mc  that  be  despairs  of  filling  up  the  RcgiT^ciils, 

Connecticut.— By  tt  Return  from  Gcnl,  P:ir»onsof  the  4th  April 
— about  1 800  m«n  were  recruited  thro  the  whole  State,  they  much 
dispersed,  many  to  have  the  small  pox  and  recruiting  at  a  stand. 

New  York.— About  joo  Men  to  .1  Regiment  and  from  the 
peculiar  Situation  of  that  ]>rovince,  it  wil)  be  almost  impoitiible 
for  ihcTQ  to  nil  up  Their  Regiments,  tho'  ibcy  exert  themselves 
very  much. 

New  Jersey.  BetwecD  300  And  300  lu  a  Rcgt. — ihey  alio  lay 
andcr  many  dliScultic^  on  account  of  the  diftafrei:tion  of  their 
State,  but  their  OtTici^rA  arc  nciivc  anJ  diligent. 

Pennsylvania.  Most  of  the  Regimt^nts  arv  very  backirard, 
those  moat  so,  who  have  be*?n  longest  recruiting, 

Delaware  State.     Ni>  Return  of  ihcir  Regiment 

Maryland-  I  have  nnly  the  Return  of  onr  Regiment  which 
consistK  of  joo  Mcn^  hwt  I  do  not  believe  the  olher«  are  in  more 
forwardnenit.  The  diaputeu  about  the  Rank  of  otncen  ha*  pre- 
vailed so  muchf  that  the  recruiting  Service  has  been  in  a  manner 
neglected.' 

Virginia.  The  nine  old  Reftiinents  vrill  not  exceed  iSoo  ef- 
fective Men,  and  Govr.  Hcnr>',  in  a  letter  which  I  received  yea- 
tcrday,  informs  mc.  that  he  did  not  think,  that  more  than  four  of^ 
the  six  new  oneft  would  be  filled.  He  proposes  the  expediency 
of  raising  Volunicer  Companies,  to  serve  seven,  or  eight  Months, 
to  make  up  the  deficiency,     Ttut  ihiK  1  shall  object  lo  on  many 

1 "  T  hnve  th«  iliugtcrhbl?  InformjiTinii  thai  ditptiTn  sHll  prevail  la  your 
Stale  iboat  the  rank  of  ^oar  cfficcn,  and  that  Ihe  recruiting  Kr^ice  is  ctc«ed- 
iDgly  injureil  by  (hem.  Shall  the  general  caique  lie  injured  hy  huch  illlinied  and 
Inefletiua]  Jamngx  among  thrni  i  I  ha*c  inclosed  iwo  Ke^ohe*  of  Ttnigrr** 
irarutly  hupiui;  [hdt  ihe  kimwlcfli^e  uf  tliccii  Di*y  Icml  lu  »l  liiniiJtiTjIc  ftn4 
nenujiry  secomodmlion-— Na  ScllloaiPQl  which  (hey  ein  malu  and  (tibniit  to, 
amont:  ihcnivWeH  wjlJ  afleci  the  Annyat  larefr— -I  hive  lon^  tbee  tletcnnined  to 
refer  the  4djiittin|£  <A  Rank  lo  a  Board  of  General  otHcrn,  which  will  jirocced 
Dpon  tbf  buaineu  »  koon  u  t^e  army  eollect  and  Ciicuminuiccs  will  adjait.*'*  - 
W^Ain^tvn  to  Gevemar  jFe/inson,  tL  April,  1777, 
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scroEintK,  particubrly,  that  it  wnuM  be  introducing  a  Body  of 
Men,  who  would  look  u|)on  themselves,  at  libeny  lo  do  what  they 
pleased,  and  the  moment  their  time  expired,  would  leave  us,  tho' 
at  the  most  critical  Juncture, 

If  the  Men  that  arc  raised,  few  as  they  arc,  could 
be  got  into  the  Field,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  some 
Consolation,  that  every  Method  that  I  have  been 
able  to  devise  has  proved  ineflfectuah  If  I  send  an 
Officer  to  collect  the  sick  or  scattered  of  his  Regi- 
ment, it  is  ten  to  one  that  he  neglects  his  duty — goes 
home  on  pleasure  or  Business,  and  the  next  that  I 
hear  of  hinii  is.  that  he  has  resigned.  Furloughs  are 
no  more  attended  to  than  if  there  was  no  limitation 
of  lime,  and,  in  short,  Sir.  there  is  such  a  total  de- 
pression of  that  military  ardor,  which  I  hoped  would 
have  inspired  everj'  Officer  when  he  found  his  pay 
gcntcely  augmented,  and  the  Army  put  upon  a  re- 
spectable fooling,  thai  it  seems  lo  me  as  if  all  public 
Spirit  was  sunk  into  the  means  of  making  money  by 
the  Service,  or  quarrelling  upon  the  most  trivial 
points  of  Rank," 

I  shall  as  soon  as  possible,  transmit  to  the  Board 
of  War»  a  list  of  the  appointments  I  have  made  in 
consequence  of  the  powers  vested  in  me. 

'  "Foi  lomedays  pui  there  hiu  b«cfi  \  pretty  considerable  movcniciU  aroon^ 
ihc  Blficmj'  in  ibdr  shipping.  Ac,  wh3sl  it  setnis  n«l  lo  impouitjlc  to  mjikc 
our  ofBccr^  in  an)-  of  the  Statu  ncrt  thrm^tvci  Jn  bringing  in  lli«t  m? h  io  the 
£dJ,ai  if  i1  vrcTC  A  maltei  of  moonshine  whclhrr  tFao}r  ci^ine  tn-tUy,  lointirrQW, 
•  tr««k,ora  mnntb  heticv-  Th^  campajgn  will  1  cxpecl  be  opena^l  wilhoui 
men  on  oar  iid«.  unlcn  Ihry  come  in  much  fa»t«T  ihan  I  hive  reason  tc  expect 
tbem. 

'*  The  unfortunate  ptiUej'  <A  Hhort  ^ uli^lmtrnts  U  dall/  and  h^^urly  ctempUfled. 
Thoroughly  convinced  1  >m»  (hat»  if  the  Troopt,  who  were  cnlute>d  last  year 
Iktd  hccD  cnfoi^Dd  for  the  ivor,  or  cvcii  ibnc  y«'n,  I  cvuM  with  then,  Jtad  tuch 
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If  the  appointments  in  the  Hospitals  arc  filled  up 
before  the  Receipt  of  this  I  would  take  the  liberty  of 
mctUioning  a  Genilcman,  who  I  think  highly  deserv- 
ing of  Notice,  not  only  on  account  of  his  Abilities^ 
but  for  the  very  gn:at  Assistance  which  he  has  af- 
forded in  the  course  of  this  winter,  merely  in  the 
nature  of  a  Volunteer.  The  Gentleman  is  Doclr, 
John  Cochran,  well  known  to  all  the  Faculty  and 
particularly  to  Doctor  Shippen,  who  I  suppose  has 
mentioned  him  among  the  Candidates.  The  place 
for  which  the  Doctor  is  well  fitted,  and  which  would 
be  most  agreeable  to  him.  is  Surgeon  General  to  the 
Middle  Department  In  this  line  he  served  all  the 
last  War,  in  the  British  Service^  and  has  distinguished 
himself  this  Winter  particularly  in  his  attention  to 
the  small  pox  patients  and  the  wounded  which  but 
for  him  and  Doctn  Bond  must  have  suffered  much, 
if  not  been  totally  neglected,  as  there  were  no  other 
Medical  Gentlemen  to  be  found, 

If  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  General  is  filled  up, 
that  of  deputy  Director  of  the  middle  department 
would  be  acceptable  ;  I  have  been  thus  full  in  my 
recommendation,  because  Doctn  Cochran  in  a  man> 
ner  had  my  promise  of  one  of  the  Capital  appoint- 
ed* Ai  miglii  1uiT«  Ikcu  dnwD  to  our  BBiiiAacc,  Iutc  drow  the  Briiiih  wdmj 
and  tbeir  AaiiUary  Trrjopt  out  of  the  Jvne^v  Jii  ibe  coune  of  ktt  vintti.  I 
do  not  know  boi  thty  miffht  *lso  hare  been  dnvCTi  from  ^^ew  York.-  Instead 
of  Out,  4T  havt  at  Ihii  lite  day  an  anny  Lo  usHrniblc  for  teZf^l^feacc.  Bat 
put  ciTorv  Gdrinut  be  recti ficd>  Wc  mult  guanl  &»  ti^uch  At  po«iiHc  «£«iiiM_ 
future  cvilv  The  riMicutHuR  ftnd  Incomtlitcni  ordcm  ^v-cn  by  the  occulItqI 
powflrt.  in  Kimc  of  tb«  Stale*,  and  even  Uy  the  cifficcn  tb«r«io,  for  the  nadei- 
VOU&  nf  thcb  mrn,  m  iicarccly  ti>  be  thoui^hi  of  whh  palicncc  [i  would  Mcn 
aiif  to  hoTAu  the  Troopt  uid  dcUy  Ihcir  junclion  vrtrc  Ibc  ends  la  vtcw.**-*- 
WMhingtmt  to  J^kn  AmgutHne  H^aiAtHSt^t  "  April,  1777. 
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mcnts  in  the  Hospiul,  upon  a  presumption  that  l 
should  have  had  some  hand  in  the  nomination,  by 
the  Resolution  of  Congress  empowering  me  to  fill  all 
Commissions  under  the  Rank  of  Brigadiers  General. 
13/4, — I  have  this  moment  received  a  line  from 
Genl  Lincoln  informing  me  that  the  Enemy  at- 
tempted to  surprize  him,  early  this  mornings  at  his 
post  at  Bound  Brook,  but  he  made  good  his  Retreat 
to  the  pass  of  the  Mountains  just  in  his  Rear  with 
trifling  Loss.     I  have.  &a 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL, 

MoHKia  Tovrrf.  is  ApiD,  177T- 
SlR, 

As  Mn  Fernandez,  an  officer  just  released  from 
captivity  by  an  exchange,  informs  me  that  targe  and 
weekly  supplies  of  fresh  provisions  are  brought  into 
York, — which,  he  was  infonned  by  a  friend  of  ours, 
came  from  Connecticut,  but  whether  by  water  or  by 
land  he  does  not  know^ — this  information  I  have 
thought  proper  to  transmit  to  your  Honor  by  the 
earliest  opportunity^  that  you  may  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  its  importance  demands,  and  which  shall 
seem  most  likely  to  prevent  a  practice  so  wicked  and 
so  injurious  in  its  consequences.  It  is  probable  the 
most  common  mode  of  conveyance  is  by  water,  and 
that  the  supplies  are  from  those  who  live  on  the 
Sound.  However,  it  will  be  well  co  have  the  disaf- 
fected bordqfing  on  the  State  of  York  watched  with  a 
scrupulous  care  as  well  as  those  contiguous  to  the 
Sound 
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Mr.  Fomandcz  adds  that  Colonel  Rogers  and 
other  ofticers  whos^  names  he  does  not  recollect, 
have  left  York  on  the  recruiting  service,  and  gone 
into  Connecticut,  as  he  was  advised.  It  is  also  said 
by  a  Mr  Deputy  Commissary  Frink,  who  has  been 
just  exchanged  too,  that  Sellcck,  of  Stamford,  is  fre* 
quently  in  the  City  of  York,  and  that  one  John  Hart 
is  gone  to  Rhode  Island  to  pass  counterfeit  money. 
It  highly  imports  us  to  detect  and  apprehend  these 
villains,  whose  crimes  are  of  great  enormity;  and  I 
should  hope  if  this  intelligence  is  communicated  to 
some  of  our  prudent,  trusty  friends  in  different  parts 
of  the  State,  in  those  most  favorable  lo  their  views, 
that  it  might  be  effected-  Rogers  is  an  active  in- 
stalment in  the  enemy's  hands,  and  his  conduct  has  a 
peculiar  claim  to  our  notice' 

I  have  nothing  special  to  mention  respecting  the 
enemy.  As  yet  ihcy  have  made  no  movement ;  but 
from  our  advices  of  their  preparations,  there  are 
strong  reasons  to  believe  that  they  are  upon  the  eve 
of  doing  it,  and  from  a  variety  of  combining  circum- 
stances, it  appears  that  Philadelphia  will  be  the  first 
object  of  their  attention.     I  only  regret  that  I  have 

'  "  i  h«ird  of  Ml.  Franklin's  pmci-icci  some  lime  ago,  and  odTJicd  GoTcmor 
Tnuubuli  ai  \ht  ume  tlui  his  conduct  mifibt  be  pn>pcrly  Kiiended  to-  It  Is 
ttrj  unbftppy  for  iiB|  Ihnt  thro  the  intrigues  of  luch  men  the  Enouy  hAv« 
found  m^Ani  10  »»?  l  ipirtt  of  rlialTpi^tirin  but  too  ^cncraJ  in  many  of  ih< 
Stales,  In  this,  t  havr  strong  a^uranccs,  thai  \\  fans  irisen  to  a  gr^at  hfi£ht| 
and  1  sholl  not  be  <liipappomttd  tl  a  large  immbr^r  uf  (he  Inbabiiints  in  1 
of  (he  CoiiMlir^  thould  <'j)mly  0pp»r  In  anupt  n»  Mou  ju  the  Kncmy  b«^> 
Iheit  o|JcrAli(KiB,  J  havv  Likni  rvcry  incaanrc  in  my  pnircr  lo  HUfj^iie^M  it,  batS 
luVDrthflni  iwrrat  fit^m  Sixibak  «id  Brrg«n,  hvrf  jnintd  thmr  Amy,  and  th*] 
apljlt  bcci}m?h  more  and  more  <kriD{£  every  dfty." —  H^tikmirton  H  iki  PttHitnt 
*/  Ongrtit,  aO  Aprii,  1777, 
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not  the  means  the  exigency  of  our  afTair^  requires, 
and  that  a  strange,  unaccountable  languor  seems  but 
too  generally  to  prevail  at  a  lime  when  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  rights  and  of  all  that  is  dear  calls  loudly 
for  the  most  vigorous  and  active  exertions.  I  have 
the  honor,  &c. 


TO    PATRICK   HENRY,  GOVERNOR   OF    VIRGINIA- 
SlR. 

It  gives  me  much  concern  to  hear  that  the  recruit* 
ing  scn'ice  proceeds  so  slowly  in  most  of  the  States. 
Thai  it  is  the  case  in  Virginia  affects  me  in  a  peculiar 
manner  I  feel  myself  much  obliged  by  the  polite 
respect  your  honorable  Board  of  Council  are  pleased 
to  show  to  my  opinion  ;  and  am  under  the  necessity 
of  observing,  that  the  volunteer  plan,  which  you  men- 
tion, will  never  answer  any  valuable  purposes,  and 
that  I  cannot  but  disapprove  the  measure.  To  the 
short  engagements  of  our  troops  may  be  fairly  and 
justly  ascribed  almost  every  misfortune,  that  we  have 
experienced.  To  that  cause,  and  that  alone,  have  the 
liberties  of  our  country  been  put  in  question,  and  the 
most  obvious  advantages  lost  This  I  speak  from 
painful  experiencCt  and,  assured  of  the  Facts,  I  can- 
not countenance  in  the  smallest  degree  what  I  know 
to  be  pernicious  in  the  extreme-  Short  enlistments, 
when  foiindt^d  on  the  best  plan,  are  repugnant  to 
order,  and  subversive  of  discipline  ;  and  men,  held 
upon  such  terms,  will  never  be  equal  to  ihc  important 
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ends  of  war ;   but  when  they  are  of  the  ^unie^r 
kind,  tlicy  are  still  more  destructive* 

Those  who  engage  in  arms,  under  that  denomina- 
tion, let  them  agree  upon  what  conditions  they  may, 
are  uneasy,  impatient  of  command,  ungovernable ; 
and,  claiming  to  themselves  a  sort  of  superior  merit, 
generally  assume  not  only  the  privilege  of  thinkings 
but  to  do  as  they  please ;  added  to  these  considera- 
tions, such  corps  are  long  in  forming,  and  half  of  their 
time  is  taken  up  in  marching  to  and  from  camp  at  a 
most  amazing  expense  ;  nor  are  the  injuries,  to  which 
a  country  is  exposed,  by  the  frequent  marching  and 
countermarching  of  men,  to  be  disregarded.  Further, 
whilst  they  are  in  service,  the  States  to  which  they 
belong  have  but  little  if  any  chance  to  engage  them 
for  a  longer  term.  When  that  is  out,  they  will  re- 
turn, though  the  Exigency  of  affairs  should  be  ever 
so  pre-ssing,  and  though  you  should  be  on  the  point 
of  action,  or  perhaps  of  Grasping  a  Victory,  Their 
departure  has  a  most  baneful  and  urhappy  influence 
on  those  who  remain,  who  consider  themselves,  not- 
withstanding their  Engagements,  as  subjected  to 
peculiar  hardships,  become  uneasy  and  discontented, 
and  many  desert.  Their  return,  too,  having  seen 
only  service  sufficient  to  create  disgust,  and  expe- 
rienced in  the  course  of  it  a  few  difficulties,  produces 
the  same  disposition  through  the  circle  of  their  con- 
nexions. In  a  word,  Sir,  I  cannot  advise  the  volun- 
teer plan^  as  I  conceive  the  adoption  of  it  would  have 
the  most  fatal  and  pernicious  tendency:  and  in  my 
opinion  the  Interest  of  the  States  would  be  more  ad- 
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vanced  by  regular  enlistments  during  the  war.  though 
it  should  take  a  considerable  time  to  complete  them/ 
The  apologies  you  offer  for  your  deficiency  of 
troops  are  not  without  some  weight.  I  am  induced 
to  believe,  that  the  apprehension  of  the  smallpox  and 
its  calamitous  consequences  have  grratly  retarded  the 
Enlistments.  But  may  not  those  objections  be  easily 
done  away,  by  introducing  Inoculation  into  the  State? 
Or  shall  wc  adhere  to  a  regulation  preventing  it, 
reprobated  at  this  lime,  not  only  by  the  consent  and 
usage  of  the  greater  part  of  the  civilized  world,  but 
by  our  Interest  and  own  experience  of  its  utility? 
You  will  pardon  my  observations  upon  the  smallpox, 
because  I  know  it  is  more  destructive  to  an  army  in 
the  natural  way,  than  the  Enemy's  Sword,  and  be- 
cause I  shudder  whenever  I  reflect  upon  the  difficult 
ties  of  keeping  it  out,  and  that  in  the  vicissitudes  of 

'  Al  the  requ«Al  of  the  VSrctnla  Council,  Ctovcrnor  Ilcnry  had  written,  U- 
fncnUng  the  tanilncis  wilh  which  the  ConI  mental  cnluimcntt  proccHlcd  in  thAt 
NUEc,  *n<l  piopo^ia^  a  vutuacccr  curf»>,  ANch  he  Lliuughi  cuald  be  ntj^td  wiLh- 
<Hil  much  didicuhy.  He  «ai<t  \x  would  fontiit  oE  fuen  from  the  upper  <ouiilry« 
vhi>  would  mAkc  cxcdlcDl  toldlcn.  and  continue  tons  caaiuEh  m  icrvicv  to  b^ 
come  rvEokr^y  diiciplined.  It  won  a  pari  of  the  plan,  thai  lh«f  should  lind 
their  oiwn  ufni.  clothn,  and  blankets,  aad  choose  their  captainiand  lubaltemBi, 
who  should  in  \\\t\t  luirt  flcci  the  liald-ollicei^.  Tlioy  were  to  he  fluhjccC  to  ihc 
Continc"ital  arlidM  of  w»r. 

Governor  H<nry  nfalfid,  a>  an  a|>o]og)rfor  Ihp  deficiency  in  (he  rnlu^lmrntw  of 
the  Virginia  regular),  ibaL  uiaay  obitacles  had  bvrn  Ihrown  in  the  way.  The 
Geoi^ans  ind  CnroUnijinv  had  enlL^ted  ibcre  two  battalions  x\  IciLbC ;  ft  rc^- 
meat  ol  artillery  waa  in  i^cat  lorwardneu :  Colonel  Baylor  waa  coUeclin)E  a 
lei^iDieut  uf  hurhc.  and  Culunci  Onyhrn  one  uf  the  tUtccu  Addltiuoal  Kc^t- 
m«aEL  AddiniE  to  ihcac  thu  Indian  wari  «ad  maHnc  service,  Ihc  want  o( 
Seotuarta,  the  falne  rcporit  of  dcterien^  and  (he  (erront  of  (br  smallpox, 
CovcmoT  Henry  believed  i[  not  lo  be  difhcult  (o  account  for  the  de^denl  er- 
littmcnb  in  a  tatitfactory  monncr.  G^vrrmvr  Hmfy'i  MS.  Letter,  March 
a^ch. 
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war  the  scene  may  be  transfcircct  to  some  southern 
State.  Should  it  not  be  the  case,  their  quota  of  men 
must  come  to  the  Field/    *     •     ♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   THE    PRESIDEKT   OF"   CONGRESS. 

HeadQri*  Mobristowx.  18  April.  1777, 

Sir: 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  transmitCongress, 
no  Event  in  the  Military*  line  having  happened  since  my 
last,  except  the  surprizing  a  small   picquet  guard  of 

'  General  Howe,  h^vfug  rcL-eiicrl  inforniilion  from  the  miablBr.  ihtX  ft  (iiiftU 
numhcT  only  ol  Ihc  elicited  rcinforccnicnfs  would  t»e  tent  tn  America,  was 
obliged  to  diADfic  till  plan  of  opctniioni  for  Ihc  c«mpjii|fi.  which  hai  been 
suied  alivvc  (p.  57,  uoic),  And  lu  curtail  icry  tuiihJdciAbly  liii  tiiir|A>kcd 
iipli«f«  of  ac[ion.  He  wrolt  To  l^rd  GForgfCicrmaine  in  Ji  Kcref  d^ihpilctj,  on 
the  3d  of  April,  that  the  idea  of  fin  Atlempt  agMntl  New  England  musl  be 
^ver  up,  OS  alw  ihdi  of  any  impotiani  luovcineni  up  the  Konh  Rirer.  HU 
main  purpcae  now  wai  to  invade  PenmylTanui  by  kh,  not  decmiog  a  match 
Lbrougl]  the  Jeneyi  cipedieni.  on  accDuni  of  the  dlfficttlticv  aad  dcbyn  that 
VDUM  attend  if,  Thnc  thousand  proivincUl  troopi,  under  Govertior  Ti^on, 
were  to  be  left  At  New  Vock.  to  ict  an  the  HudHin.  of  ddaictt  Connectictit,  m 
drauutanoet  might  point  out-  At  the  lamc  tfme  he  wrote  to  Sir  Guy  Cork* 
ion.  lUting  hiK  inability  to  co-opt ralrwi I h  Ihe  Ti<irthom  annjTppArlicularlrin  the 
fint  part  of  the  campaign.  He  j£ave  rnc(mta|;r(»tiit.hovo'rr.  Ihai  2  \k)llicieftt 
force  mt^ht  l^c  iparcd  to  open  the  coram  nnicaiioD  for  »htppjn|*  Ihroui^li  ihc 
IHljhliinilH,  Ami  fhit  ihit  rfiTjiK  miiflir  nftrrwardv  sti  in  favor  nf  Ihr  unrlhrm 
army.  Tlic  cnnfttiuctJng  of  the  bridge  wik  probably  a  fiunoe  to  conceal  Ida 
real  dcAlenii- 

"  Vour  friendly  and  affcctionale  «icbet  for  my  health  and  huccea  hare  t 
claim  to  my  mo%t  grateful  acknowledtmeiitk.  Tltai  ihe  trud  uf  ormiv^  may  En- 
cUn«  the  hvirtfcof  my  Awerican  brcthrpn  w>  tuppoii  the  pretcnt  ruiiithi,  and 
bcfilDW  tufTicienl  abilitieti  nn  me  la  biing  it  lo  a  speedy  and  hajipy  ciincluifon, 
thetehy  enabling  n^c  10  lunk  into  irwect  retirement,  and  the  full  cnjoynLent  of 
that  pence  and  hnppincu,  which  wiU  acoumpany  a  domeiiic  tUe,  \%  the  fint 
wish  and  moAt  fervent  prayer  of  my  H>nl,  My  bevt  r^speiii  await  yoar  good 
family  nnd  ncighbora  a1  Mount  Airy  ;  aa  alv>  any  other  inqairlng  frwndi. 
With  irvery  wiab  for  iTwr  health  and  happineu,  I  remolap  dear  Sir."— WwA- 
ingf&n  U  Landm  Carttr,  15  ApHL  1777. 
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the  Enemy  on  Monday  night  at  Bonam  Town  and 
bringing  off  Thirteen  prisoners  by  one  of  our  parties. 
An  Enterprize  of  a  similar  nature  was  formed  against 
that  at  Amboy  in  which  the  party  sent  to  effect  it 
did  not  succeed  so  well,  tho'  the  most  advanced  of 
them  seized  and  secured  three  of  their  out  sentries 
without  giving  an  alarm. 

By  a  letter  from  Genl  McDougall  of  yesterday^  I 
am  informed  that  he  had  received  accounts  of  Thirty- 
six  Sail  of  Transports  having  left  Newport  on  Friday 
last  with  Troops  on  board — Other  reports  he  had. 
were,  thai  a  number  of  Ships  were  coming  up  the 
Sound,  so  that  wc  may  reasonably  conclude  Gcnl. 
Howe  is  drawing  his  forces  from  the  Eastward, 
Genl»  Arnold  in  a  Letter  of  the  5th  mentioned,  that 
from  the  preparation  of  Transports  &  other  circum- 
stances he  thought  it  probable  an  embarkation  was 
about  to  take  place. 

There  arc  grounds  to  suspect  from  mformatto]! 
received,  That  some  unfair  practices  have  been  and 
are  meant  to  be  used  in  certain  Exports  from  Phila- 
delphia, It  is  said  that  a  Vessel  navigated  by 
Frenchmen  loaded  there,  belonging  to  the  Murray^ 
of  New  York  which  carried  her  cargo  to  Genl.  Howe; 
Also  that  Harishorne  &  Bownc  of  Monmouth 
County  intend  to  load  one  or  more  for  the  same 
purpose  under  the  Idea  of  sending  them  to  Foreign 
Markets.  I  have  written  to  the  Board  of  War  for 
Pemsylvania  upon  the  subject,  and  doubt  not  but 
these  Hints  will  be  properly  improved  and  such  frauds 
guarded  against  as  well  as  circumstances  will  admit. 
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I  have  Inclosed  a  copy  of  an  advertisement  pub- 
lished in  Gaines*  paper  of  the  14th  which  shews  that 
no  artifices  are  left  untried  by  the  Enemy  to  injure 
us.  Before  the  appearance  of  this  unparallelled  piece, 
I  had  heard,  that  a  person  was  gone  from  York  to 
Rhode  Island,  with  a  quantity  of  Counterfeit  money. 

There  is  one  thing  which  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
to  Congress,  and  which  I  think  highly  deserving  their 
attention,  that  is,  that  supplies  of  Hard  money  or 
Bills  of  Exchange  to  procure  it,  should  if  possible  be 
sent  to  our  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  at 
least  to  the  officers,  to  relieve  their  wants — By  Let- 
ters, which  I  have  received  from  them  of  late,  I  find 
they  arc  in  great  distress  and  such  as  ought  to  be 
removed  if  it  can  be  done.  No  inconvenience  will 
result  to  the  public  from  such  supplies  if  they  can  be 
furnished,  as  proper  stoppages  and  deductions  can  be 
made  from  their  pay, 

I  was  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  i6th  between 
twelve    and  one  o'clock   yesterday,   accompanied  by, 
sundry  resolutions,     I  hope  the  measures  CongresgJ 
have  adopted  will  produce  the  salutary  consequences] 
they  had  in  view ;  but  I  fear  that  the  States,  unless 
they  are  delicate  In  exercising  powers  they  are  in- 
vested    with     for    fillinj^    vacancies    in   instances   of 
removal  from  oBtcc,  and  pay  strict   attention    to  a 
proper  line  of  succession,  where  there  are  no  capital 
objections,  will  renew   much  of  that  confusion  and 
disorder  we  have  been  endeavoring  to  extricate  our- 
selves from.      Nor  will  this  be  of  small   difficulty  if 
they  displace  many  officers ;  for,  supposing  them  to 
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have  kept  the  most  accurate  lists  of  thrir  original 
appoint  men  tfi,  changes  have  taken  place  in  several 
instances  from  various  causes  unknown  to  them,  and 
of  which  thi:y  cannot  bt;  apprized, 

]  can  assure  Congress  the  appellation  given  to  the 
regiments  officered  by  me  was  without  my  consent  or 
privity.  As  soon  as  I  heard  it.  I  wrote  to  several  of 
the  officers  in  terms  of  severe  reprehension,  and  ex- 
pressly charged  them  to  suppress  the  distinction, 
adding  that  all  the  battalions  were  on  the  same 
footing,  and  all  under  the  general  name  of  Continent 
talJ  An  attack  upon  the  King's  troops  at  Rhode 
Island  was  certainly  a  desirable  event,  could  it  have 
been  conducted  with  success,  or  upon  equal  terms. 
It  being  an  object  of  great  moment,  and  involving  in 
its  issue  many  important  consequences,  I  am  led  to 
believe  the  practicability  of  it  has  had  much  consid- 
eration, and  the  measure  found  to  be  unadvisable 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  troops  collected  for 
the  purpose.  If  the  enemy  have  not  evacuated  the 
Island,  I  suppose  the  matter  will  be  further  wcighcd- 

I  do  not  find  in  the  medical  arrangement  any  men- 
tion of  Regimental  Surgeons  Mates  or  provision 
made  for  their  payment.  Whether  Congress  mean 
to  dispense  with  such  Officers  or  not,  I  cannot  tell. 
I  have  heard  that  they  do.  But  they  appear  to  me 
to  be  absolutely  necessary,  Wc  arc  often  obliged 
to  divide  Regiments  and  to  send  a  part  to  a  distant 


^Thiriwifr  in  reply  lot  Rtfiolvc  of  Congrcas.  I'lat  the  AppclhtiOQs '*  QmgftKtt 
<?EVH  A'fjpWir/,"  and  '' dn-tr^i  W^Mi^k'n'i  Lift  ff«4rt6/' vere  Lapropcr, 
■nd  might  nAt  to  ha  krvpt  in  iDie.^^iin««/f,  Apnl  IJlh. 
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post — When  this  is  the  case,  \x  is  essential,  that 
there  should  be  some  person  with  them  to  take 
char^  of  the  3ick  or  wounded,  if  such  there  should 
be.  I  have  only  mentioned  this  for  many  reasons 
that  might  be  urged  to  shew  the  expediency  of  such 
appointments. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  circumstances  inducing 
a  belief,  that  Philadelphia  will  be  the  first  object  of 
the  enemy's  attention,  yet,  as  the  stratagems  of  war 
are  various,  and  may  be  easily  changed,  especially 
when  they  have  the  entire  command  of  the  water,  I 
cannot  but  consider  the  detention  of  the  troops  at 
Philadelphia  farther  than  mentioned  in  my  letter  in 
answer  to  that  from  the  Board  of  War,  as  inexpedient, 
and  subject  to  great  inconvenience  and  injury.  In  the 
present  divided,  separated  state  of  the  army,  we  are 
weak  at  all  points,  and  not  able  to  make  the  least 
opposition  promising  success.  Supposing  they  were 
collected  here,  they  would  be  ready  to  act  as  neces* 
sity  and  circumstances  might  require.  If  the  enemy 
pushed  for  Philadelphia,  we  should  have  notice  of  it, 
and  could  hang  upon  their  ilank  and  rear;  nor  is  it 
likely  they  would  undertake  such  an  expedition,  with- 
out attempting  the  destruction  or  dispersion  of  the 
army  first.  If  they  embarked  and  should  go  by  sea, 
we  should  have  information  of  it.  and  could  be  there 
in  time.  On  the  other  hand,  should  all  they  have 
done  prove  a  feint,  and  they  should  turn  their  views 
to  the  North  River,  we  should  be  in  a  much  better 
situation  to  counteract  their  designs,  and  to  check 
the  progress  of  their  arms  in  that  quarter.     Added 
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to  this,  several  of  the  regiments,  especially  those 
which  came  first  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  arc 
so  broken,  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  any  thing  with 
the  parts  that  arc  here;  and  that  spirit,  which  is 
always  derived  from  a  corps  being  full,  or  as  much  so 
as  circumstances  of  number  will  admil  of»  is  entirely 
done  away,     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a' 


TO    RICHARD    HENRY   LEE. 

MojmisTt^wff,  24  April,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  two  or  three  letters  from 
you  lately.  The  last  that  came  to  hand  was  without 
date,  but  contained  an  extract  from  Doctor  Lee's 
letter  to  the  Secret  Committee,  and  the  French  gen- 
eral's ideas  of  the  measures  necessary  for  us  to  pursue 

■  Rvad  April  9IBC.     Kefentd  to  Board  oF  War. 

"  Complaint*  Iuto  bccm  made  by  1  numljcr  vt  Fannvn,  aiid  others  in  djffer- 
vnt  pirtt  nf  <h*  country,  but  wpvcially  an  Iha  roadi  1}«lwtBn  Ihii  pW«  anij 
Fhilodclphis,  ChHt  Ibf  wa^^^db,  Lreht  Hone,  and  olhen  boloncm^  lo  tbo 
Contmc-aul  Anny,  h«vc.  and  do  (i^ntmuc  10  uki-  lU-rwn  the  fcncca  of  tlicir 
fieldiL  of  n^iTk,  and  gr«»<  Une&,  vblch  nl  thlfi  w^tiion  niuiat  be  aticiiflcd  with 
coAMqiunca  vet7  prcjudklal  to  ihc  Communliy  In  gcncial-  It  it  ilicrclorc 
Hla  CjucUenc^  llic  Ccncrol'i  Ordcr>,  iWl  ni>  pciscu  bctuntLir^i;  to  (he  uid 
Armjr  doct  on  ony  pfftiencr  ubarirvcr  take  d«wn  urij'  kUL-b  frncr*  nr  Irwtir  n|>cii 
anj  ban,  or  gmcs,  or  ride,  or  travel  thro'  uny  tucb  iTiclufrurpj,  unlc«A  a  danger 
of  foUine  bto  the  hand*  of  tfac  enemy,  rvnd«n  it  abiolulcly  ncccuary,  in  all 
other  cius  they  arc  lo  keep  the  high  mads ;  u  ttiej  viU  ahiwcj  the  lontrary 
hj  bclni;  puiiitbcd  for  a  brcntb  of  Drdcn."^C?rdW/»'  Bivk^  t^  April,  1777- 

"  1  lamtni  CaplBin  C*inway'*  Iom  :  but  \Ut>'  my  rnHiffnatioti  dI  sucb  ung«n. 
trouii  Conduct  of  ibe  Enemy  migbt  it  iinl  prompt  me  lo  Kclalinlion,  yet 
HumantCy  &  Policy  forbid  Ihr  meaaure— ^Kx^tDricnL^e  pn>vv!»  ibit  Ibcir  wanton 
Cruelty  mjuretraCbcT  Ibnii  liencfitJi  IhcLr  Caiue  ;  ThAl,  with  our  Forbearance, 
ju%tly  wcurci  to  tu,  Llic  Hitadimciil  of  all  ifooj  mm.  I  cannot  therefore  i;un- 
•ent  lo  yviu  propotitian  bcin^  carried  4nj  farther." — WmsAiiuglon  t^  Gm/wvi 
Afi/ifj*.  70  Aprt!.  I7T7. 
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in  prosecuting  the  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  for  both 
of  which  I  sincerely  th;knk  you.  as  thr^  communi- 
cation of  such  matters  cannot  fail  of  having  a  proper 
tendency,' 

The  complexion  of  affairs  in  Europe  seems  to  in- 
dicate an  approaching  storm  ;  but  where,  when,  or  on 
whom  it  may  break,  is  not  quite  so  clear,  and  ought 
not,  in  my  judgment,  to  occasion  the  smallest  relaxa- 
tion in  our  preparations  ;  for  1  profess  myself  to  be  of 
that  class,  who  nt^ver  bjilt  sanguinely  upon  the  assist- 
ance of  France,  further  than  her  winking  at  our  sup- 
plies from  thence  for  the  benefits  derived  from  our 
trade ;  and  how  far  the  measures  and  offers  of  Great 
Britain  may  contravene  this,  time  only  can  discover, 
and  is  somewhat  to  be  feared*  The  plan  drawn  by 
the  French  general  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  is  im- 
practicable to  carry  it  into  execution  this  campaign. 
It  may,  however,  be  kept  in  view,  and  the  whole  or 
such  parts  of  it  adopted,  as  our  circumstances,  upon 
a  full  consideration  of  the  matter,  may  hereafter^ 
admit-     The  great  delay  in  appointing  the  general 

^  Tbc  following  iTaicmcnl  will  show  haw  mudi  indumcc  a  f<miiEI  circanifi1in<* 
will  someliaies  liave  in  w»j.  Arthur  Let  "-is  iji  Bordeaui  on  ihe  20lh  \A  Feb- 
Tuury.  whore  he  tr^  civc<L  a  kLtcr  (rom  ■  confiilcnliat  currr«poii<lcni,  who  isurvd 
him,  tfi4I  "  1^(kitt>Ti  wai  certainly  to  he  nflcirltrd  in  lh«  cpHniZ,  4Dd  thai  Burgojrn* J 

WW  lt>  osmmnnd/"  This  intcllispnte  vras  sent  by  Arthur  Lcc  lo  the  Sccw*' 
CatPiniiirc  t>\  CongrcM,  and  bj*  Chom  tnotmiUcd  tti  Gtnenii  Wuhmgion  knd 
tbo  l^i'Jaiurcof  MAwacMmtU;  thus  cmb«rrui^iiis;  thr  Co^DTnjLmJrron-c^iH 
•4  to  th«  dcblunt  ri(  the  cncmy^  *nd  ftlArmlni;  tbc  people  <<f  MdhMchuictu.  ui4'l 
lurnini;  ihcir  ihou^hU  ta  the  iaujn|£  ni  forces  for  (heir  ctwu  ffrc^cclioii,  when 
th«  hnl  mrrrrUv  of  ihr  cautr  rrfjniml  ihrrn  Ia  CLifttriTmlR  :il1  ihr  ttmrelh  in 
Uirir  powrr  la  the  maiii  arniy.  I'hc  iixEcliigence  wia  falte,  ind  wu  ptohfthly 
communicaial  by  \  Ancu>c  of  the  Briiith  i^ovenuncntf  wiUi  the  view  ol 
dUlnctiiig  (be  *ttcQtion  of  the  Anicricnnft,  in  ragud  Lo  the  raI  objccU  of  Uie 


officers,  the  resignation  of  some  of  ihem.  the  non- 
acceptance  of  others,  and  I  might  add  the  unfitnefis 
of  a  few,  joined  to  the  amazing  delay  in  assembling 
the  troops,  and  the  abuses  whidi  I  am  satisfied  have 
been  committed  by  the  recruiting  officers,  (both  of 
which  being  consequences  of  the  want  of  officers  in 
that  line  to  superintend  those  duties  in  the  respective 
States)  have  distrciised  me  and  the  service  exceed- 
ingly ;  and  they  will  amply  prove,  what  I  foretold  to 
Congress,  that  the  pay  of  these  officers  (for  I  could 
account  for  the  delay  of  appointing  them  on  no  other 
principle)  would  be  an  ill-timed  saving.  Convinced 
I  am.  that  thousands  of  pounds  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  public,  if  the  measure  had  been  iidopted 
upon  my  first  recommendation  of  it.  But  the  extra 
expense  is  the  smallest  part  of  the  evil.  The  back- 
wardness in  assembling  the  troops  is  truly  alarming ; 
this,  however  is  not  a  singular  instance  of  our  suffer* 
ing  by  delay  In  the  adoption  of  measures,  which  wert! 
early  recommended. 

You  arc  not  aware  of  the  evil  consequences,  that 
would  follow  a  general  exemption  of  all  persons  con- 
cerned in  iron^works  from  military  duty;  they  are 
very  numerous,  and  in  this  part  of  the  country  form 
a  great  majority  of  the  people.  Eiesides,  why  should 
the  ironmaster  carry  on  his  trade  without  restriction, 
when  the  farmer,  equally  useful  for  the  support  of 
the  war,  the  shoemaker,  and  other  manufacturers^ 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  equipment  of  an  army, 
may  have  their  servants  and  apprentices  taken  from 
them  at  pleasure?    One  thing  1  have  ever  done>  and 
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it  has.  I  believe,  answered  the  end  proposed  by  you  : 
whenever  an  iron-work  has  been  employed  /or  ihe 
pftiiiCf  I  have  desired  the  owner  to  give  me  a  return 
of  the  number  of  men,  and  the  names  of  those  neces- 
sarily employed  therein,  and  have  exempted  thent 
from  the  duties  of  militia-men  in  this  State.  This  I 
have  found  necessary  on  two  accounts;  first,  to 
secure  such  articles  of  manufacture  as  the  army 
wanted  ;  and,  next,  to  prevent  numbers  under  this 
pretext  from  withholding  their  sci-viccs  in  the  military 
line,  there  being,  in  this  county  (Morris)  alone,  be- 
tween eighty  and  a  hundred  iron*works,  large  and 
small  Doctor  Lee's  opinion  on  the  propriety  of 
attacking  the  enemy  upon  their  first  arrival,  under  a 
supposition  of  their  beings  raw  and  undisciplined,  is 
certainly  well  founded,  if  our  own  circumstances  will 
admit  of  it;  but  the  Doctor  little  apprehended,  I  be- 
lieve, that  we  ourselves  should  have  an  army  to  raise, 
at  this  late  hour,  of  men  equally  raw,  and  officers 
probably  much  more  sa  Please  to  make  a  tender  of 
my  compliments  to  your  brother  and  other  delegates 
from  Virginia-      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec' 

'  "  I  wioic  jou  on  the  S3d  iniUnt,  communicAliBj;  tntdli^^ncc  Ulctj  rccdvod  j 
r^qpcctin^  tb«  cnctnyV  cJctif-Ti»  up  tb«  No.  Kivcr.  A  Iciur  from  General  ' 
McP<iu|;DiU  lliih  iiiuntent  rcircivci!.  pUni  Ibcir  Iiirctitiojui  licjrond  the  puwer  nf 
mtBCcinctiplicra.  Severvl  'rmnB[>orU  liavc  »Di;hurvd  at  Dobb'i  Fciry,  Juid 
ID  my  oifiniofi  Ihcy  intend  Eo  divert  tmr  Aitcntu>(i  (iT  (HrthrMc)  from  Ibcir  Mov^ 
oicnti^  covudft  the  Dcbwirc.  Ai  any  rate  they  may  atLenipt  lo  make  noxne 
IncursioEu  into  the  coDniry  back  of  ihit  place,  and.  if  tbcy  can,  ku«  the  ptutes 
throufh  Ihc  monntoiiu,  thereby  aiming  to  cat  off  the  CommunicatioD  between 
the  Afmy  heic  &nd  the  No,  R]v«i.  Tc  fjuBtjaie  such  4  dt^lgn  effectually  I 
mtiml  fppfftt  my  <}c^re,  thai  you  would  poet  a»  gooi^  n  body  of  tffiop*  in  Ifae 
mounfaint  wut  of  the  rivcr.  u  ycru  can  coUect  and  spare  from  th«  ii^rrisoo. 
1\\\\  wilL  »crT«  nol  unly  lo  roUiti  cnir  posact4Lon  of  the  paiua.  but  will  awc  tb« 
iliull ceteris  ami  proiecl  our  i^^r^fh""  Wojkifij^nio  UrifadUT^Gtmral  Ut^r^ 
CUmtm,  36  Apiil,  1777. 
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TO   BRIGADIBH-GENIIRAL   GLOVGR. 

MoRKiCTOirn,  sb  April,  1777. 

Sir, 

After  the  conversations  I  had  with  you.  before  you 
left  the  army  last  winter,  1  was  not  a  little  surprised 
at  the  contents  of  yours  of  the  ist  instant-  As  I  had 
not  the  least  doubt  but  you  would  accept  of  the  com- 
mission of  brigadier,  if  conferred  upon  you  by  Con- 
gress, I  put  your  name  down  in  the  list  of  those, 
whom  I  thought  proper  for  the  command,  and  whom 
I  wished  to  see  preferred.  Diffidence  in  an  officer  is 
a  good  mark,  because  he  will  always  end(?avor  to 
bring  himself  up  to  what  he  conceives  to  be  the  full 
line  of  his  duly  ;  but  I  think  I  may  tell  you  without 
flatter>',  thai  I  know  of  no  Man  better  qualified  than 
yourself  to  conduct  a  brigade.  You  have  activity 
and  industry  ;  and  as  you  very  well  know  the  duly  of 
a  colonel,  you  know  how  to  exact  that  duty  from 
others, 

I  have  with  great  Concern  observed  the  almost 
universal  listlessness,  that  prevails  throughout  the 
continent;  and  I  believe  that  nothing  has  contributed 
to  it  more  than  the  Resignation  of  officers,  who 
stepped  early  forward  and  led  the  people  into  the 
great  Cause,  in  which  we  are  too  deeply  embarked 
to  look  back,  or  to  hope  for  any  other  terms,  than 
those  we  can  gain  by  the  Sword.  Can  any  Resist- 
ance be  expected  from  the  People,  when  deserted  by 
their  leaders  ?  Our  enemies  count  upon  the  Resig- 
nation of  every  Officer  of  Rank  at  this  time,  as  a  dis- 
trust of  and  desertion  from  the  Cause»  and  rejoice 


340 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


['777 


accordingly.  When  you  consider  these  Matters,  I 
hope  you  will  think  no  more  of  private  incon* 
veiiiences,  but  that  you  will,  with  all  expedition,  come 
forward  and  take  that  command,  which  has  been 
assigned  to  you.  As  I  fully  depend  upon  seeing  you, 
I  shall  not  mention  anything  that  has  passed  between 
us  upon  ihis  subject  to  the  Congress.     I  am.  Sir.  &c,' 


TU    DOCTOR  JAMES    CRAEK.* 

UOIIII«TOWN.  96  April,  1777. 

Dear  Doctor, 

I  am  going  to  address  you  on  a  subject,  which  may 
lay  some  claim  to  your  attention,  as  I  do  to  your 
candor  in  deciding  on  the  proposition.  In  the  hos- 
pital department  for  the  middle  district,  which  dis*- 
trict  includes  the  States  between  the  North  or  Hud- 

'GcQVnl  Glover  thxiiC^d  hin  mmd  Jiftcr  ncdviTii;  this  letter.  Ht  SCtOpFcd 
iho  uppoiDEinenl.  and  in  u  few  dAyt  joined  the  amry.  In  tlic  Ictirrn  iti  which 
theabovc  woi  an  answer,  he  gave  lu  a  teoian  for  declining;  the  commlisloa, 
llul  he  did  not  Ihlnk  tiijufclf  qualliivJ  lo  liU  no  ofllce  of  ibiil  rnikk.  TbJft  ob- 
jecvlon  «u  Kfl  novel,  flut  11  is  Tnir  \*>  pntutne  lh«r«  were  other  motive*  ooting 
on  ibe  mind  <if  Ocncrd  Clover,  though  not  expluncd  in  hii  letter 

'Dr.  Cnuk  woa  «  moil  iniimaic  pmonal  friend  of  Waihin^on,  from  (lie 
ytvf  btfginninf^  of  hiK  public  career  till  the  eod  of  hii  life.  On  llie  7th  of 
Monrb.  I754j  Tix.  Cralk  wiut  coinmlwioned  \  lurgeon  in  tli«  reguncni  com. 
muidod  bf  Colorcl  Fry,  and  Khodly  aflcrwnnLt  Sy  Colonel  Woitbin^ino.  Ho 
WA&  in  the  nnny  dunaic  IhJit  c:AmiEsi)zn.  nnd  prewnt  at  (hi:  buttle  cA  lh«  CrF!M 
Mcadowi.  The  yew  followini;  he  wms  a  iuri;c:o(i  in  BncKttKk'i  army,  and  look 
put  fn  Ihe  memorable  ftctfon  nf  ihir  MorKin^hdo,  He  wn*(<jltc(i  bc»rd  lOtty« 
in  icIaLinfi  (he  parbculoft  of  iJiat  evcnllal  eonllict,  thAt  he  ei^cticd  cvciy  mo* 
niCEJi  tv  kCG  Colonel  Wftthlb^tuii  f«11.  white  [itlJu)^  iti  llic  lujiti  upuhcd  inftuacTt 
■il«r  DHtrly  all  the  officers  had  been  ei(h«F  bLIled  or  lUubled  by  wouodfi,  Dr> 
Croilc  lerted  Almost  the  whole  of  the  French  war  In  Ihc  V*ir|^nfa  rei^iment,  aad 
then  lelilcd  qk  a  phyndon  in  the  noighborhood  of  Mount  Vernon,  niid  finally 
■I  Alexandna.  Krom  that  time  h«  wti  the  phyiicUn  Lo  Woihinitton's  family 
■nd  ever  vwodotcd  irith  him  on  lermB  of  the  clotcii  fricndAlilp, 
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son's  River  and  the  Potomac,  there  are  at  present 
two  places  vacant,  cither  of  which  I  can  obtain  for 
you.  The  one  is  Senior  Physician  and  Surgeon  of 
the  Hospital,  with  the  pay  of  four  dollars  and  six 
rations  per  day,  and  forage  for  one  horse ;  the  other 
IS  Assistant  Director-General,  with  the  pay  of  three 
dollars  and  %\x  rations  per  day.  and  iwo  horses  and 
travelling  expenses  found,  according  to  Doctor  Ship- 
pen,  the  director-general's  account,  who  also  adds, 
that  he  thinks  this  latter  the  more  honorable  and 
desirable  of  the  two.  Had  I  expected  that  Congress 
would  proceed  to  the  appointments  in  this  depart- 
ment, at  the  time  they  did,  \  have  no  doubt  but  that 
It  might  have  been  in  my  power  to  get  you  any  other 
place^  except  that  of  director-general ;  but  that  is  now 
over;  and  the  matter  in  which  I  claim  your  candor 
L9,  that  you  will  not  let  my  introducing  the  present 
proposition  to  you  have  any  undue  influence. 

You  know  the  extent  and  profit  of  your  present 
practice  ;  you  know  what  prospects  arc  before  you  ; 
you  know  how  far  you  may  be  benefited  or  injured 
by  such  an  appointment ;  and  you  must  know  whether 
it  is  advisable  or  practicable  for  you  to  quit  your 
family  and  practice  at  this  time.  All  these  matters  I 
am  ignorant  of;  and  request,  as  a  friend,  that  my 
proposing  this  matter  to  you  may  have  no  influence 
upon  your  acceptance  of  it,  I  have  no  other  end  in 
view,  than  to  serve  you;  consequently,  if  you  are  not 
benefited  by  the  appointment,  my  end  is  not  an- 
swered. I  have  only  to  add.  therefore,  a  request, 
that  you  will  let  me  know  the  result  of  your  deter- 
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mination  by  the  return  of  the  post,  or  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  the  places  wtll  be  kept  vacant  till  I  hear 
trom  you.  My  be&t  respects  to  Mrs.  Craik  and  your 
family,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  sincerest  regard 
and  esteem,  dear  Doctor,  your  affectionate  and  obe- 
dient servant.' 


TO    MAIOR-GENEEAL    LINCOLN. 

MoftRirrowK.  37  ApHl,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  well  convinced,  that  the  amazing  desertions, 
which  have  of  late  prevailed  among  our  troops,  pro- 
ceed entirely  from  their  not  being  regularly  paid. 
For  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  thai  the  bare  encourage- 
ment of  receiving  a  few  dollars  from  the  enemy  for 
their  arms  could  operate  so  forcibly  upon  them.  I 
have  in  vain  endeavored  to  make  the  officers  bring  in 
their  pay-Rolls  and  draw  their  money;  they  plead  in 
excuse,  thai,  as  they  are  so  detached,  they  cannot 
possibly  make  up  regular  rollsj  and  there  may  be 
something  in  this.  But  there  is  a  Cause,  which,  I 
fear,  will  be  found  upon  examination  too  true,  and 
that  is,  that  the  officers  have  drawn  large  Sums, 
under  pretence  of  paying  their  Men  ;  but  have  been 
obliged,  from  extravagance  and  for  other  purposes, 
to  appropriate  this  money  to  their  own  use.  There 
is  a  necessity,  at  this  time,  for  the  men's  being  paid 
up  as  nearly  as  possible,  I  therefore  desire,  that  you 
will  have  the  different  corps  under  your  command 

■  Dt.  Cnik  accepted  Ibc  appoinnncnt  of  A^iUnl  Dircuior-Ccncml  of  tbe 
Middlo  Dcpartmeni. 
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paraded,  Inquire  of  them  what  pay  is  due  to  them, 
order  the  pay-master  or  commandirrg  oflficer  to  draw 
as  much  as  will  be  necessary,  and  when  it  is  drawn, 
see  that  the  soldiers  have  their  proportion. 

It  would  be  well  to  let  the  soldiers  know,  that  this 
irregularity  of  Pay  has  been  owing  to  the  hurry  in 
which  they  have  been  detached  into  the  field,  but 
that  their  wants  shall  be  fully  supplied  I  also  desire, 
that  you  will  inform  the  officers,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
regiments  are  drawn  together.  I  shall  cause  an  exact 
scrutiny  to  be  made  into  their  accounts,  and  inquire 
how  these  complaints  of  the  soldiers  arise  forwant  of 
pay.  when  large  sums  have  been  advanced  for  that 
purpose.     I  am,  &c' 


TO  BBIGADIER-GEKERAL  McOO(JGAi,L. 

MORRISTDWN,  SS  April,  \^Tt. 

Dear  Sir, 

At  three  o'clock  this  morning  I  received  your  favor 
of  the  27th,  The  intelligence  it  contains  is  interesl- 
itig  and  truly  distressing.     By  this  time  1  fear  the 

'  '■  Tbc  <IciieTtions  from  our  «miyaf  Ule  havelipcnv^ry  conrirferablt  GtnL 
Hcve'ft  proclamation  ami  the  liourly  itlowcd  lo  thoAC  who  urry  thdr  Armi, 
have  hOii  an  unbappy  Influence  on  tou  many  of  tb?  folttJ^ry,  In  a  partkulir 
m«hn«r,  on  tlio^  who  on  nor  a^tivck.  Nor  li4vc  ihc  bnic  frauds  pnctifa«|  by 
Several  of  our  offlccTi,  canirlbuietl  a  Ultlc  Ia  thi4.  iii  my  opjaton.  Many  of 
the  privates  complain  loudly,  dcdoring  rhcy  have  not  received  eilhcr  pay  or 
bounty— Olhcn  not  a  Urlhing  of  ihe  btUf,  and  they  have  become  »o  muUn- 
001  ind  uneo^  in  mioy  cue*,  thai  J  have  bccD  obliged  to  draw  WomnCt 
for  money  on  aca^unt,  Eo  diilnbuic  uoong  tfac  TncRi  not  b«ntig  ii  in  my 
power  to  nbtnin   R«gu1ftr   Ab«CmtT«  notwiihtlaivling  Ibe   moct    potnlnd  and 

RpoftCed  Orden, 

"On  Iheotbcr  band,  MiRioor  (heoffi<cTv«vcr,tboy  h>ve  DOl  been  able  to  j^oU 
Icet  «nd  adjust  yet  oil  thcLr  KcLniiLing*  iccouniK,  1  could  wUh  hocnc  mcAiium 
eould  be  dcviKcd^  lo  ljuk  muic  fic^uctil  dcifGrliotJh  \*i  iJiclf  Tiuupk — Congictb 
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enemy  have  effected  their  purpose,  and  destroyed  all 
the  stores  at  Danbury.  I  wbh  those  nt  Fredcnck^* 
burg  may  not  have  Glared  th«;  s;ime  fate.  After  ac- 
complishing this  enterprise,  it  is  probable  they  will 
return  to  their  ships  with  expedition.  If  tbey  have 
not  done  it.  it  is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that 
their  retreat  could  be  cut  off.  You  I  am  certain  will 
act  for  the  best,  and  as  circumstances  shall  point  out. 
However,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  that  the  sships 
sent  up  the  North  River  have  but  few  troops  on 
boards  and  the  design  of  their  being  there  was  to 
amuse  and  call  your  attention  with  the  troops  to 
Peekskill  and  the  other  po?>t<i,  till  the  detachment 
from  the  Sound  executed  their  plans,  or  th(:y  would 
have  disembarked  at  the  same  time,  and  made  some 
Other  different  attempt-  Under  this  persuasion,  I 
could  wish  you,  unless  some  facts  within  your  own 
knowledge,  or  which  appear  to  be  tolerably  well 
founded,  from  the  information  you  have  received, 
contradict  the  measure,  to  try  to  cut  off  their  retreat, 
by  detaching  all  the  force  you  can  spare,  and  which 
shall  not  be  absolutely  necessary  to  guard  the  passes 
in  the  mountains,  and  to  maintain  the  forts.  I  can- 
not, nor  do  I  mean,  to  prescribe  any  line  of  duty.  I 
have  only  mentioned  my  Ideas  of  the  North  River 
shipping,  and  the  view  with  which  tliey  were  sent,  and 

m»y  think  of  Mi>n«  «iip«di«iit.'— A  WlC*'  l»«»^  nighl  havo  Hono  cAvirt  sad 
iboii^y  la  ihcForoKoeninlieu  of  Land.  The  Bounly  eivtn  by  Gi^nl.  Howtio 
Ihow  vho  carry  in  Anam,  U  bixiociii  Dollai^,  ju  wo  are  toM.  Lhu'hiAprutUmAiioa 
only  »|>rato»,  (h«y  hUU  bflvc  the  full  vAlue.  To  the  InhabiMnU  who  m\\ 
iftk«  up  Armfc  ami  join  him.  he  prom&«c4  Ljind/'—  i^^^iAingtsn  t^  §Jt$  i'^ittlmt 
f/CfPffrtu,  3  Mij,  1777. 
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my  wishes  to  make  the  detachments  from  the  Sound 
pay  for  the  cnterprUe,  if  circuni&tance&  will  allow  it. 
I  am,  &c/ 

TO  THE  TRfiSIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Sir, 

I  last  night  received  the  favor  of  your  Letter  of  the 
36th,  with  the  Resolves  to  which  it  alludes. 

The  views  of  Congress  in  sending  General  Officers 
to  the  Eastward,  to  hasten  on  the  Troops,  have  been 
long  anticipated.  General  Poor  is  in  New  Hamp- 
shire for  the  purpose;  General  Heath  in  Massachu- 
sets  Bay,  with  Brigadiers  Nixon,  Glover  and  Patter- 
son; General  Varnum  in  Rhode  Island,  and  General 
Parsons  in  Connecticut — GeneraU  Spencer  and  Ar- 
nold too,  have  been  desired  to  attend  to  the  business. 
To  ihohe  Gentlemen  I  have  wrote  rejjeatedly  in  the 
most  pressing  terms  upon  the  Subject,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt,  but  every  exertion  on  their  part,  has 
been  employed  to  promote  the  end  The  delay  of 
those,  who  have  enlisted,  has  arisen  from  the  late 
period  when  they  engaged,  and  from  their  being  in- 
oculated sinccr  which  could  not  be  dispensed  with, 
without  subjecting  them  to  the  calamities  &  ravages 
of  the  Smallpox  in  the  natural  way, 

'  T}ic  Britbh  Blilp{>Ingi*«E  probiibly  sent  up  theNf>rih  River  |url»o  Qbj««U  • 
th«  fijKT  to  mcnACc  rcckik^l).  ftndiliuA  iirevcot  Cfcncr«l  McUoiicnll  frE>in  il«tairh- 
inf  any  ioicti  lowArdii  Dantiury  ;  anJ  ihe  wcoinl  to  receive  ihc  Iroopt,  who 
were  srav  agtitiit  that  placi?,  ibould  drcumiian^i  render  the  nmtr  in  the  North 
Riv«T  more  eipcdient,  th&n  %  return  to  their  la ndii^g- place  on  the  Sound.  Gen- 
«nl  McrMigKjI.  hoirvMSi-.  h*d  nnticipnted  General  WLihingion'i  advlc«,  ftnd 
marched  with  twelve  hundred  men  and  one  licId.piecE  u  far  u  Bedford,  where  he 
beard  tbaT  thrcreinj'had  rdreated  towards  Nor woUe,  ood  were  bejond  his  rr^cb. 
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At  three  o'clock  this  morning  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  McDougall,  enclosing  three  from  Colo- 
nel Huntington,  copies  of  the  whole  of  which  1  have 
transmitted.  By  these  you  will  perceive  the  impres- 
sion, which  a  part  of  General  Howe's  army  has  made 
into  Conneciictit,  and  the  prospect  they  had  of  de- 
stroying such  of  our  stores  as  were  deposited  In  Dan- 
bury,  which  unfortunately  were  but  too  large  and 
considerable,  if  the  event  has  taken  place.  A  circum- 
stance, perhaps  more  to  be  regretted,  is,  that  the 
enemy  marched  through  a  strong  and  rough  country, 
and  were  near  that  place,  without  the  smallest  oppo- 
sition. I  have  no  other  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, than  what  these  papers  contain  ;  but  we  have 
little  ground  to  expect,  that  they  have  not  accom- 
plished their  purpose.  Further  intelligence  will  be 
probably  received  to-day  or  to-morrow,  when  I  shall 
be  happy  to  hear  that  they  have  paid  for  their  enter- 
prise. Of  this,  1  confess,  however,  I  am  not  very 
sanguine  in  my  expectations/ 

1  On  th«  ajtb  ofAprihAbont  flvo  o'clock  in  Che  iftemonn.  two  thouisad 
BHliih  UoopttludTd  atCumpo,  dc«  FiJrtidil,  under  thccoitimuicl  alGwenior 
Tryon,  with  thr  r]e(i|;i]  cA  proccc<lin^  Eiiio  the  couniry  lo  Danbury,  iTcnty-ihree 

mites  from  the  pJncc  of  landing,  niiil  ol  debiropng  ibc  public  ilorrs  ci:iJlected 
tu  lliat  luwn.     The/  reached   Dftiiburj'  IIk;  nut  lUy  41  istMt  o'(^«h  in  the 
ofirmcvin.  having  met  wlrh  nf>  opposition  inthdrmardi.    Th«y  Tmrn^dijirely  ivt 
ftrc  to  ihc  public  ilorci.  and  tcvcral  private  dwdling-housfs.    Colonel  Ho 
tbgton  was  IT  Danbuiy  withoflyContbenUl  soldiers  and  one  hundred  mUitio*' 
afor<c(  too  Ce«bl«to«UempIui]r  rvaiiunce,  and  herctroai«d  lothehtfighiB  n^ar 

M«antiin«  G«n«ral  Silliman,  an  ofltoer  of  th«  Contintnlal  »itiCta,  vho  mwt  ai 
FiirBcld  an^  law  Ihr  Undiotj  of  Lh«  enemy,  caUed  logether  ai  maay  miHlia  ai 
tHMMbk,  an<i  wrnt  of!  a  Bmifl  parly  thai  «v<rnin(^,  who  came  upon  the  cncimy^  aud 
had  a  lltir^li^h  wUhttidr  ftdvancs  goard.  The  iicil  momlnB  GencrQl  ^Uiman 
marched  (d  punull.  wlLh  ail  (he  men  hecontd  luiuier,      Abjui  fouj  mllcafron 
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This  post  had  been  considered  as  a  proper  deposi- 
tory for  stores,  by  gentlemen  acquainted  with  it ;  and 
its  security  not  thought  questionable  whilst  troops 
were  passing  through  it.  I  had  also  directed  that  as 
many  of  the  drafts  in  Connecticut,  aii  the  plac*^  was 
capable  of  accommodating,  should  be  collected  there 
and  inoculated,  to   answer  the  purpose  of  a  ^^uard^ 

RcdHiag  bevu  joined  by  Goncral  Arnold^  locI  a(  Redding  ihey  tntt  General 
Wo<M<?T.  Tbeir  whale  force  uas  now  sii  himdred  inen»  of  whom  one  hundred 
were  Coniincnul.  Here  they  aioppcd  torelreihthdj  troop*,  kikI  they  reached 
Bctliclt  0(i  iliG  rc^A  \.\y  D-jTibuiy,  O-Uiut  (svtfNc  o'cJuelt  *t  oighl,  wlivre  tlmy  he«rd 
that  the  town  WB±  deilroycd.  At  dayti^bl  (he  neii  roorniniE  Arnold  and  SilH- 
man  proceeded  with  fouf  hnndred  men  to  RidgeficU,  with  the  doign  o(  inler- 
ccpting  the  enemy  on  Lheir  return ;  4od  Woodier  with  iwo  hundred  itien  look 
another  rcule  to  harsB  their  re^r.  Hv  voo^  t«ll  in  with  the  enemy'i  rtimiing 
coliimiii  and  to  *  vkirrnJth  received  a  inor1*1  woandn  When  Ara<^td  mrnv«d  at 
RidgrAMd  hia  rnmb^n  hmd  inrmcni  lo  Avf  hiindffd.  Hi*  Inok  ■  pnvition 
■cm*  th^  To-id,  threw  up  i  breiBlwurh,  nnd  wvled  the  ipprotch  of  ihe 
enemy,  which  hajipcjicd  at  three  o'clock  in  the  Aftemoon,  when  ■  sharp eonAict 
ennied  and  ronlinurd  lor  neaHy  nn  hnur.  The  AmrriCAnK  gave  wiy,  but  mtUed 
■nd  punucil  the  enemy  to  Ihcir  kliipx^  hi&vlij|;  hnvcml  kluup  tkiimithck  wiih 
Ihem  chat  cveoin^  and  Iho  next  dny.  tilt  th^y  ill  lofl  th«  baadi  la  ihcirboaU. 
Colonel  KuEilinGtoD  hod  al«o  wuiled  the  cnctny's  te«r,  and  jofacd  the  main 
body  tinder  Arnold, 

The  conduct  of  General  WooUer  wot  recommended  in  the  bij^heil  tena«. 
Colonel  Huntington  wrote,  the  day  alter  the  action,  thai  *'till  he  received  his 
wouud  he  comruAaded  ihe  uueonnecied  *'i<l  unili^ipUned  troops  wJEh  great 
KpLril,  leal^  and  bravery."  He  died  an  the  ^d  ot  May.  Arnold  behaved  with 
hisuiuni  <:oo1ne»  ind  intrepid ity.  At  PudgelUld  his  horse  wai  killed  und«r 
him.  And  he  uived  himself  by  drawing  hii  piitol  and  ihootlng  ■  loldier,  who, 
alicr  having  dibchargcd  hit  muikel,  w»  m^ins  open  Arnold  with  hit  bayonet. 
Tlic  nnt  day  aiiQthcr  horic,  on  which  be  rode,  was  thot  through  the  n«k, 
Thu  4hpmy  'mhark^d   on  thp  oBth  at  ntgHr,  hnvmij  been    rngngcd  in  Ihfl  eipp, 

diljon  Ihree  dnyA,  OF  Ibo  Americ&ns  twenty  were  kiUcd,  tnd  between  ttcvcaty 
and  ei|;hty  wuunded.  Forty  of  th«  memy  were  known  to  b«T«bcen  killed,  ind 
U  vaji  pre«nmetl  the  numlKrwoA  coni»lderabTy  brg^r  Several  [>rl&oneri  were 
i«ken.  The  [<■»  in  public  stores  wu  levcrely  leU.  particularly  that  of  iLxteen 
hubdml  onJ  ninety  icnta,  which  h^d  been  rcoauved  from  feclukUl  lo  Dnnbury 
for  safe-keepjng,  and  were  very  much  wanted  in  the  9,Tmy.—MS,  iMtfrt  ef 
Gtmmls  Arnold  anJ  SilHmaiit  amd  Cehmi  //tatii^Unt  dated  April  ffth 
ud  ftStb. 
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hoping,  by  the  time  of  their  recovery,  that  the  sicua* 
tion  of  the  army  would  be  such  as  to  admit  a  atrongf 
one  to  be  stationed  there  and  continued ;  but,  unhap^ 
pily  for  us,  such  languor  and  supineness  prevails 
everywhere,  that  we  seem  unable  to  effect  any  point 
we  wish,  though  never  so  important  and  interest- 
ing. So  early  as  the  6th  of  March.  1  wrote  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull,  earnestly  requesting  two  thousand 
militia  to  be  sent  to  General  McDougatl,  to  be  em- 
ployed at  Peekskill  and  on  the  communication  in 
Westchester  county  for  six  weeks.  With  this  requi- 
sition he  most  readily  complied,  so  far  as  his  orders 
were  necessary,  and.  I  am  certain,  his  influence  would 
extend.  This  I  have  repeated,  and  this  supply  he  has 
exerted  himself  to  furnish  ;  yet  so  ineffectual  have 
his  endeavors  been,  that  not  more  than  eight  hundred 
had  come  out,  by  General  McDougalFs  return  on  the 
17th  instant:  nor  did  he  expect  more,  from  the  ac- 
counts he  had.  In  a  word,  Sir,  no  expedient  or  pains 
have  been  unattempted  by  mc  to  bring  on  troops, 
and  to  keep  our  affairs  on  a  favorable  footing.  I 
would  again  mention  the  case  of  our  prisoners  with 
the  enemy,  and  pray  that  the  Secret  Committee 
would  send  to  Mn  Boudinot  supplies  of  money  for 
them  as  early  as  possible.  They  are  in  great  distress, 
and  many  officers  have  lately  escaped,  contrary  to 
the  tenor  of  their  parole;  some  of  whom  are  now 
here,  urging  that  necessity  compelled  them  to  the 
measure*     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


Read  in  Cungfoft  April  JoLk, 
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TO  COLOMEL   ALEXANDER   SPOTSWOOD. 

MonU>TOWl*,  30  April,  1777, 

Sir, 

I  want  to  form  a  company  (or  my  ^uard.  In  doing 
chis  I  wish  to  be  extremely  cautious,  btrcause  it  is 
more  than  probable>  that,  in  the  course  of  the  cam* 
paign,  niy  baggage,  papers,  and  other  matters  of  great 
public  import,  may  be  committed  to  the  sole  care  of 
these  men.  This  being  premised,  in  order  to  impress 
you  with  proper  attention  in  the  choice,  I  have  to  re* 
quest,  that  you  will  immediately  furnish  me  with  four 
men  of  your  raiment ;  and,  as  it  is  my  farther  wish 
that  this  company  should  look  well  and  be  nearly  of 
a  size.  I  desire  that  none  of  the  men  may  exceed  in 
stature  five  feet  ten  incheSt  nor  fall  short  of  five  feet 
nine  inches,  sober,  young,  active,  and  well  made. 
When  I  recommend  care  in  yn  choice,  1  would  be  un- 
derstood to  mean  men  of  good  character  in  the  regi' 
ment,  that  possess  the  pride  of  appearing  clean  and 
soldierlike.  I  am  satisBed.  there  can  be  no  absolute 
security  for  the  fidelityof  this  class  of  people,  but  yet 
I  think  it  most  likely  to  be  found  in  those,  who  have 
family  connexions  in  the  country,  You  will  therefore 
send  me  none  but  natives,  and  men  of  some  property, 
if  you  have  them.  I  must  insist,  that,  in  making  this 
choice,  you  give  no  intimation  of  my  preference  of 
natives,  as  I  do  not  want  to  create  any  invidious  dis* 
tinction  between  them  and  the  foreigners.  I  am, 
yours,  &c.' 

■  The  iftRw  letlcr  wa»  sent  u  %  drculu- 10  CoIotieiB  McCUubao*  Bowtua. 
and  Fcbi^cr.  cotninaniTiDg  Virginia  rc^mcnti. 
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TO   THE    rRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

MoKJUsTOWK,  5  May,  1777. 
Slit, 

I  was  this  morning  honored  with  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,  with  its  enclosures.  General  Arnold's 
promotion  gives  me  much  pleasure.  He  has  cer- 
tainly discovered,  in  every  instance  where  he  has  had 
an  opportunity,  much  bravery,  activity,  and  enter- 
prise- But  what  will  be  done  about  his  rank  f  He 
will  not  act  most  probably  under  those  he  com" 
manded  but  a  few  weeks  aga '  By  Major  Troup,  one 
of  General  Gates's  aids,  and  who  left  Albany  on 
Tuesday  last,  I  am  informed  the  accounts  of  General 
Carleton's  approach  towards  Ticonderoga  were  prem- 
ature. He  says  General  Gates  received  a  letter 
before  he  came  away,  from  Brigadier-General  Wayne, 
of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  which  he  mentioned  nothing  of 
it ;  that  three  thousand  troops  had  arrived  there,  ^1 
in  high  spirits  and  health,  except  nine :  and  that  thnt 
post  could  never  be  carried  without  the  loss  of  much 
blood.  The  proceedings  of  Congress  and  your  let- 
ter of  the  29th  ultimo  were  the  first  and  only  infor- 
mation I  had  of  Mr.  Carleton's  being  on  the  Lake, 


■  ImmediaieLy  dflcr  reviving  lh«  inlcllig«ncc  of  Arnold's  bmvc  <cmduct  ml 
Drnnbot/,  Congicu  iinjiiKilcJ  turu  to  lLc  appointmcTtt  of  ukajor^grnerKL.  «1- 
ihough,  owing  lo  his  baving  bceo  tiupcn«d«l  on  the  i^lh  of  F^bruAry.  he  now 
taokcd  bcJcnr  several  oflicm>  whom  h«  bad  command^.  A  few  days  ^ler- 
wards,  Congreis  likcwin  reioWed :  "That  the  quflrtcrmiiiitr-£foertl  be  di- 
leclfid  tu  procure  ■  hoTM  and  pmrot  lh«  ntnc  properly  capujiion^d  to  Major* 
GcE>rT>]  Amild,  in  thr  usimp  ol  thi»  C'>ngre»3,  *t  ■  token  of  llwir  [i|iprobfttii>n 
of  hi^iplliiht  candvci  in  Iho  ■ctinn  «gunst  the  ticititny  in  Ihmr  Uiq  acat^rpriK*  to 
Darbury.  in  which  Gpneral  Arnold  had  oaeh»r>e«hnt  undor  him,  and  anothrr 
voundrd." — J^umali^  May  >iMh- 
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having  heard  nothing  upon  the  subject  from  General 
Gates  or  any  other  person. 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  that  sixteen  dollars'  boun- 
ty was  given  by  General  Howe  lo  deserters  with 
arms. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  from  information  received 
since,  and  which  seems  to  be  generally  credited,  that 
he  has  advanced  the  bounty  to  twenty-four  dollars. 
It  Is  much  to  be  wished,  that  our  printers  were  more 
discreet  in  many  of  their  publications,  Wesee>  almost 
in  every  paper,  proclamations  or  accounts  transmitted 
by  the  enemy,  of  an  injurious  nature.  If  some  hint  or 
caution  could  be  given  to  them  on  the  subject,  it 
might  be  of  material  service,  By  a  person,  who  has 
just  arrived  here,  it  is  reported  that  General  Woo^ 
ter  is  dead  of  his  wounds.  I  would  mention  to  Con- 
gress, that  in  a  day  or  two  our  military  chest  will  be 
exhausted.  I  beg  that  a  supply  may  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  possible  ;  if  there  should  be  a  failure,  we 
shall  have  many  things  to  apprehend.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c 

P.  S»  I  have  inclosed  a  List  of  Stores  lost  at  Dan- 
bury.  You  will  also  receive  a  New  York  paper,  by 
which  you  will  see  the  Enemy's  Account  of  that 
Affair  &  how  little  they  have  regarded  a  True  Statt 
We  are  told  certainly  they  had  47  men  killed  &  from 
the  accounts,  that  have  been  received,  I  think  it  may 
be  fairly  concluded,  that  their  Loss  was  much  more 
considerable  than  they  make  it' 

'  R«ail  in  C«ngT«««  May  6tb« 
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TO  BKIGADIER-OI^NICRAI.  Mi:DOUGALU 

H^^BKinovor,  7  May.  1777, 

Dear  Sir. 

The  imperfect  state  of  the  fortitications  of  Fort 
Montgomery  gives  me  great  uneasiness,  because  I 
think  from  a  concurrence  of  circumstances,  that  it 
begins  to  look  as  if  the  enemy  intended  to  turn  their 
view  towards  the  North  River,  instead  of  the  Dela- 
ware. I  therefore  desire,  that  General  George  Clin- 
ton and  yourself  will  fall  upon  every  measure  to  put 
the  fortifications  in  such  a  state,  that  they  may  at 
least  resist  a  sudden  attack,  and  keep  the  enemy  em- 
ployed, till  reinforcements  may  arrive.  If  the  North 
River  is  their  object,  they  cannot  accomplish  it  unless 
they  withdraw  their  forces  from  jersey,  and  that  they 
cannot  do  unknown  to  us.  Your  present  force  is  fully 
sufficient  to  oppose  any  body  of  men,  that  can  be 
^nc  against  you,  previous  to  the  calling  the  dctadl- 
ments  from  Jersey  and  Rhode  Island. 

As  Congress  have  lately  appointed  General  Arnold 
to  the  rank  of  major-general,  I  have  written  to  him. 
and  desired  him  to  come  immediately  forward  to 
PcekskilL  Not  but  that  I  place  entire  confidence  in 
you,  and  should  not  have  thought  of  superseding 
you,  but  upon  your  own  request.  I  think  you  will 
find  him  a  man  of  judgment,  and  particularly  service- 
able in  giving  directions  for  the  armament  of  the 
galleys  or  making  any  kind  of  water  opposition.  By 
what  rule,  or  by  what  rights  the  State  of  Ma?^sachu< 
setts  undertook  to  make  tlicir  soldiers  pay  for  the 
public  arms  I  cannot  conceive.     To  give  the  soldier 
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the  least  pretence  to  a  property  in  his  arms,  except  so 
far  as  Co  pay  for  them  if  he  lost  or  destroyed  them* 
was  what  1  had  been  laboring  to  put  a  stop  to ;  and 
to  admit  this,  would  be  to  put  things  upon  the  same 
bad  footing,  on  which  they  had  been.  I  therefore 
desire,  thai  all  th(t  arms  and  accoutrements  without 
exception  maybe  branded  ;  and  if  any  thing  has  been 
stopped  from  the  soldiers  for  their  arms,  I  will  order 
it  to  be  returned.  I  loolc  upon  the  several  pieces  of 
intelligence  communicated  by  General  Arnold,  of  the 
intentions  of  the  en€my>  as  mere  report,  or  only 
thrown  out  to  amuse  ;  for  you  may  be  assured,  that 
when  they  mean  to  move  In  earnest,  it  will  not  be  in 
detachments.  As  Generals  Arnold  and  Parsons  may 
not  be  at  New  Haven,  (or  which  place  their  letters 
are  directed,  I  beg  you  will  send  them  on  by  a  person, 
who  will  see  to  the  delivery  of  them,  as  they  are  of 
consequence.     I  am,  &c.' 

'  *'ThJ5  will  be  lietivrird  (n  jrou  by  Colon«]  Conway.  «n  Irish  g«nttemikn  in 
MTvkc  of  fnncc,  who  camo  poMcn^rr  in  Ihe  Aniphiirit*^  nniJ  was  LntradQcc-d 
lo  me  yeilcrnleiy  by  a  lelicr  from  Mr^  Haui*,  «nd  on*  from  General  lt«4lh, 
copi**  of  which  Arc  Ir>nhinh1rd,  Thii  crntfrman  tv»t«  on  Concrcvi  lo  obtain 
an  apiM^inimtni  b  Ihc  irmy  of  th?  SUe^t,  and,  fn^m  Mr.  l)oftno\  recommenda- 
tion, ii  iQ  ofiiccr  of  mcrk.  He  vtyt  iii>  ptriictilir  i-ijmmincl  w»  Agreed  on 
b^Evcen  him  «nd  Mr,  licanc  ,  nor  dcei  h«  ^*Uh  oihcrwii^r  rlmn  ihal  iiongrett 
ihouliL  VKcrcbc  Chclr  own  ^itcretSgn  i  nl  the  tame  lime  he  uhiervct,  Lhal  fl  will 
he  mArllfyiajt  ttr  him  lo  hnM  t  mrlk  und«  th»i  of  Me«ieur*  fie  Farmay  •nd 
Dfboifc,  who  wetr  inferior  officers  in  Iheir  own  lervicc,  and  tnl>jci;t  to  hit 
commind.  lie  can  giv^  ihc  chBrai:ieT  of  »veri[  of  the  othccn,  whtt  uerc 
paucbgei^  with  him. 

"  ]  cauitoL  prcivnd  to  speak  oT  Colonel  Conway'i  meriti  or  abiUiici,  of  my 
own  IcDOvlvdge,  having  h'H  bul  lilllo  oppArinnily  lobe  ac^tiaiint*^  wiih  him. 
Ffom  what  t  ein  diicoter.  he  Appean  lo  be  a  man  of  candor ;  and,  if  fic  hu  been 
rn  terriceai  lon^;  a«  he  tap  hfl  hai,  1  bhould  >iu('puve  him  in^nitety  better  i^uttli' 
ficJ  (oicrvc  U4,  than  many  whci  havr  brvn  pr<imntrrl.  a^  he  «f>e«ktoijrUn£uage. 
He  Meuiii  niftiucLy  aj^jiiou^  lu   retuiii  lo  vam[>,  %\  Ihc  ciiii^uign   aia\  be  ex- 
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TO  covERKOK  tri;mri;k[- 

MoKuSTowpi,  11  May,  >777- 

Silt, 

I  was  yesterday  Evening  honored  with  your  Letter 
of  the  4th  InsL  I  regret  our  loss  of  stores  at  Dan- 
bury,  and  the  misfortunes  of  our  brave  men  who  fell, 
and  of  those  who  were  wounded.  However,  from 
these  latter  rv(?nt<i  we  dt'rivc  this  consolation,  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  are  still  powerfully  directed 

pcdcd  to  become  Active  cvcrjr  day  ;  Ai>d  wUbe*  Coc^b  Eo  dctrrminc  whil- 
cTcr  com Duind  they  may  think  frcper  to  honor  him  with,  oi  soon  u  they  shall 
ty&i  itcupcdknt/'^ffdj^iA^iVH  A-  (kt  Frtiidrut  9/  Congrtu,  q  May,  1 777. 

In  Mf.  DHne's  letlrr  U  C^ngrefii  rcrpecting  Colonel  Conwuy,  he  tiftlcd  \\ 
lo  be  Ihe  deii£0  of  that  officer  to  eitabUtJi  himielf  in  Americi,  ami  become  • 
dtu«ii'  Deant  moreover  aJ^kcL.  (hat  CoIc»n«l  Conway  wat  well  qualifitd  eo 
fill  the  uflicT  of  adjulAni- or  Un^Kid1CT-(;cn<ra],  tnti  ihst  he  had  ptomoed  that 
Coii|frct^tih;iuU  ^rani  blm  oncof  (h^»e  rankv  He likewfM  advanced  ap4rt  of 
hu  pay. — Jfi^iamitit  Ct^f^fJf^vJ^mef,  lol,  »,  p,  jC.  ll  would  ntatv^  itfct  Con- 
way arrived  with  tma.t]  means  at  hit  command,  a.t  Grncral  HMtt  furnt^ed  him 
with  one  bundled  md  fifLy  doUAn  io  bear  bii  expcniei  from  Botton  10  PhiU- 
delpihiA.  Conway  vu  appointed  a  bri^adior-i^acral  by  CongrCM  on  the  ijtb  of 
May,  In  the  record  cl  his  appolnoacDt  he  U  hlylod  a  Liii^hl  uf  the  onler  of 
Sl  Louis.  Tbe  Clioiilicr  Deb(iir«  bud  iilrcidy  Uctii  ■jijr'iiiieil  n  bii|^*di€> 
fiencr«l  (April  iilh)>  wilh  a  coRitni«.vion  ftafrnl  ib«  TiI  of  t>«c«mbDr  pait.  acoofd- 
in(t  to  the  compact  niAdc  in  Kroner  between  him  and  Mr>  Deftnc-  FonrFeni^ 
^yUania  regtinenti  in  t^ufd  Siirltn^'n  ilivihion  constituitd  Conway'»  brigadt ; 
and  the  German  baUolion  and  ihrte  Mar^'land  rcglmentt.  in  the  dWIaion  vf 
Mftjor-Ocnenil  5alUvan,  were  astigncd  to  Dctorre. 

'*Thro'tbc  bo«rd  of  War  t  have  bceu  favored  with  a  copy  of  Gcnl,  Cateaa 
Lciter,  of  Lhe  s^ih  ittto-  Hud^on't  Kivei  and  ibe  pittM  in  thff  Hi|£b3aiula,  I 
alwayi  conbidercd,  at  objects  of  great  Importance  and»  accordingly,  b^ir* 
provided  for  their  Security  in  the  bcti  manner  my  Jud^cnl  woutd  direci 
and  ibe  drcumsianca  of  the  Army  a^miL  U  they  arc  Ictt  ^cutc  than  «« 
with  tbcnk  to  be,  JL  ik  i:iwing  to  our  mBbilily  and  uiti  l\>  inatiriition. 

'*  I  have  tvrilCcD  lo  Cenl.  McDougall  and  ivlll  do  il  agLtin  to  employ  much  ^f 
bin  care  upon  thit  f^ubjeci-  War,  in  Theory  and  the  modea  of  Defence,  arc 
obvioiuAnd  caiy— buL  in  practice,  ihcy  are  more  difiiculr.  Unhappily  for  xu. 
the  means  in  our  power,  do  not  alw«y»  accord  wit^i  our  widio  or  what  wovld  be 
our  Intercit  to  punue. "—  IVoiM^jflvn  ia  ikf  PmiafHt  af  Cfftprst,  10  May 
>777. 
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to  HbcTty,  and  that  no  impression  of  the  Enemy,  be 
it  ever  so  sudden  and  unexpected,  will  pass  with  in- 
punity>  We  cannot  ascertain  what  the  enemy's  loss 
was;  but.  from  our  own,  when  our  men  fought  in 
parties,  and  theirs  in  a  compact  body,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances of  information  from  New  York,  I  think  it 
must  have  been  pretty  considerable.  Another  happy 
consequence,  which  must  necessarily  result  from  thi^ 
affair,  is,  that  the  enemy  will  engage  in  such  Enter- 
prises in  future  with  much  caution  and  circumspec* 
tton  ;  for,  though  they  should  be  able  to  accomplish 
their  end  in  destroying  stores,  yet  the  means  attend- 
ing it  will  be  disagreeable. 

That  the  enemy  will  harass  our  coasts  and  injure 
the  maritime  Towns,  with  their  shipping  and  by  sudden 
debarkations  of  small  parties  of  men,  is  not  improba- 
ble, and  what  we  cannot  prevent,  whilst  they  have  the 
f^ntire  command  of  the  water  This  we  laid  our  ac- 
count in,  when  we  first  engaged  in  the  contest  ;  but 
I  have  no  Idea  that  they  will  penetrate  into  your 
Stale  to  form  the  junction  you  mention  ;  nor  is  it 
likely  ihal  those,  who  have  escaped  from  them,  know 
the  General's  design.  It  is  much  to  be  wished,  that 
rhey  would  make  that  ih**ir  plan  of  war  I  should 
then  expect  most  sanguincly,  that  we  should  bring 
the  matter  to  a  speedy  and  glorious  conclusion. 

I  should  be  happy,  were  it  in  my  power,  to  station 
Guards  of  Continental  Troops  at  ever)^  place  subject 
to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  ;  but  this  cannot 
be  done.  If  we  divide  and  detach  our  Forces  to 
every  part*  where  the  Enemy  may  possibly  attempt 
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an  impression,  we  shall  effect  no  one  good  purpose, 
in  the  end,  destroy  ourselves  and  subjugate  our  coun- 
try. The  enemy  have  certainly  some  Capital  Object 
in  view;  either  Philadelphia  or  Hudson's  River- 
Till  their  dcsijjns  are  unfolded.  All  the  Troops  from 
this  and  the  more  Southern  Stales  must  assemble  in 
this  Quarter,  to  prevent  their  possessing  the  Former 
Those  raised  in  the  eastern  States,  except  such  as 
were  ordered  immediately  to  Ticondcroga,  must 
march  to  Pcekskill,  to  prevent  them  from  possessing 
the  latter  and  the  Important  passes  through  the 
Highlands.  Should  they  be  able  to  carry  those  and 
the  Fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  river,  we  all 
know  the  important  and  fatal  consequences  that  would 
follow.  I  confess  myself,  and  so  do  all  who  have  rea- 
soned about  their  operations,  that  the  latter,  from 
its  importance  and  a  variety  of  circumstances,  which 
have  occurred  of  late<  seems  to  be  the  object  of  their 
attention.  For  these  reasons  and  because  the  Bat- 
talions, which  are  in  service,  from  inoculation,  that 
languor  which  has  but  too  generally  prevailed  in  en- 
listing, and  from  other  causes,  are  extremely  weak 
and  deficient,  and  totally  inadequate  to  check  the 
progress  of  the  Enemy,  I  cannot  comply  with  your 
request  for  Two  Regiments  to  remain  in  the  State  at 
this  time.  [  heartily  wish.  Congress  would  inform 
me  of  the  dispositions  they  make  of  the  troops. 
Their  not  doing  it  disconcerts  my  arrangrments  and 
involves  me  in  difficulties.  Till  the  favor  of  your  let* 
ter,  I  never  had  the  least  intimation,  that  I  recollect, 
that  any  of  the  regiments,  exacted  from  the  States, 


were  to  remain  in  them.  Nor  do  I  know  an  instance, 
whose  Continental  troops  arc  stationed  in  any  State 
where  the  enemy  have  not  a  post  I  have  the  honor 
to  be.  &c,' 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   GREENE. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

MoRRinoWN,    iiMiy,  1777. 

In  your  ride  10  and  from  Peckskill,  I  would  have  yon  make 
the  best  observations,  ihAi  time  ^nd  circumstances  wilt  admit, 
upon  the  country,  and  point  out  at  your  return  such  places  for 
po»t5  of  communication,  ah  yon  sbftll  conceive  necc^ary,  Detei- 
mine  upon  lUc  j>roprici>  of  liaving  a  pofti  ai  Pompion,  examine 
the  work«  throwing  up  at  ihat  place,  and  ^vc  such  directions  to 
General  Heard,  or  ihe  officer  commanding  the  militia  there,  re< 
flpccting  them,  ax  shati  appear  10  yon  proper, 

''*Aifcw  vUeb  arc  ittcaded  with  more  pcrnidoiu  coaBe<]uenGCi,  in  civU  life  ; 
«i>  th^rc  Arc  avnc  niurc  («tAl  in  a  nilllEary  one,  llian  Ihni  of  G  A  M  1  N  G; 
which  oflcn  brinj^  tlik(*Tacc  und  ruin  upon  ufRccr^,  and  injviy  nni)  punJuh- 
tncnt  upon  ihc  wlJirrv  ;  And  rrport*  [»revaiJinc.  which  il  i^  to  be  fcarcil  ire 
too  veil  founded,  ibftt  tliit  dc^LriLciWc  Tic«  h(u  tj»reid  in  b&ncful  influerii^c  in 
the  atttiy.  and.  in  pccaliar  tnanncr.  (o  ihc  pejudicc  of  the  rccruiling  service,— 
The  Commondct  In  chid,  in  the  mod  pointed  awi  eipUcU  icrms  lorbldi  ALL 
OnScen  4nd  SoJdSen.  pUjriii,^  At  LAtdk.  dice,  oi  a<  Any  ffunc*.  except  tho*e  o( 
E  X  E  R  C  I  SE,  fordivrriion  :  it  being  impoBlHeif  tht  pnHMice  be  kllewed, 
at  mil,  to  dUchminate  befwccn  innocent  piny,  for  «muicmcnl,  and  criminal 
|[4mia|E.  for  pecaniaty  ind  sordid  purpoici- 

"  Officer^  itienTivc  to  ihelr  duiii',  will  lind  abundant  emplo^rmenL  in  uuininE 
■ml  dMclpliDJng  ibcif  m^n,  piviidiug  for  ihcm.  tnd  ktIiij;  tliM  (hoy  n |f pear 
ntBt.  cleui 'nd  icldierlikv.     Nor  will   iny  ihin|{  rtiiornml  m^r^  l4  their  h^nor 

affard  Ihcm  rrtatt  lolid  ama^emenl,  of  bctler  intvor  the  end  oi  tht'a  ippotnl' 
ment,  than  to  devole  ibe  voctni  monieiitUi  they  nuy  have,  lu  Uie  siludy  of 
miliury  atithon. 

"  The  CommtndTns  Omcer  of  every  Coq^  U  itdcily  enjoined  to  have  thii 
order  frequently  md,  nad  strongly  jiupre^*e4  upon  the  mind*  of  ihoac  undci 
hii  Command.  Any  Officer,  or  Soldier,  or  other  person  bdnnelnif  to,  or  fol- 
lowing  ihe  arrny.  either  in  camp.  In  quarlen  or  the  recniitinE  service,  or  cIm- 
wberr.  prcfcumiuif.  cinder  uiy  preLm<c.  Lo  dJMibey  thii  order.  ihiLl  be  tned  by 
a  UcoerAl  Cvact  Martid.  "— O^r/y  j9im#.  6  M<y.  i;77' 
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After  examining  iht  aucc  and  condtlion  of  the  forts  in  the 
HighlAtKlts,  espcciAHy  Fori  MoDigomcTyr  the  prolMibiliCy  of  an 
ntUck  by  wat«r,  an<L  the  pricEic^bitity  ^f  approaching  them  by 
land,  after  «etiiDg  whero,  and  how  ihiK  i«  to  be  elTected,  viewing 
ihc  eminence*  from  whence  lhe»e  fori*  can  be  annoyed,  and  hi^ar- 
ing  the  wnlimcnH  of  the  general  officers  present,  you  wiU  give 
&ueh  orders  for  further  defence,  as  Khali  appear  lo  you  necessary 
for  the  gre.itcr  security  of  the  passes,  by  land  and  water,  through 
the  Highlands :  and.  moreover,  dispone  of  the  troops  in  Kuch  a 
manner,  as  you  ^lialJ  judge  mosE  likely  to  answer  the  end  in  view. 
The  pass  through  the-  Highlands  on  the  west  side  of  the  North 
River  should  ahobe  attended  to,  teitt  the  enemybya  coupdemain 
should  possess  themselves  of  il,  before  a  sufllcient  force  can  l>e 
assembled  to  oppose  them.  This,  however,  may' be  the  work  of 
militii,  if  to  be  Had  :  if  not,  the  detachments  of  cistern  troops, 
undei  Colonels  Butler  and  OIney,  upon  glviuj;  me  no ticc,  shall 
be  sent  thither 

Turn  your  atiention  :iho  to  the  boAts,  and  direct  them  to  be  re* 
moved  to  the  place  or  places  of  greatest  vafety,  and  where  they 
can  be  had  for  the  Etanfipartacion  of  our  troops  over  the  North 
River,  it  occasioa  should  require  it.  Cxatntne  into  the  state  of 
the  military  stares  and  stock  of  provii^tons  at  the  forts,  and  direct 
a.  Mifficicncy^  liaving  an  eye  lo  circunuianccs  ;  for  if  the  works 
are  not  tenable,  or  the  passage  of  the  river  defcn»blc,  a  large 
stock  of  cither  wuuld  only  Add  to  our  losses  ;  if  chey  are,  sup- 
plies tan  easily  be  brought  to  them,  if  the  enemy  can  be  kept 
below  the  Highland!*,  and  C^rlcton  fiomour  baclcs.  Inquire  what 
haa  been  or  can  be  done  towards  removing  the  stores  from  Derby 
and  other  placet  to  the  west  side  of  the  North  River,  and  learn  if 
possible  how  the  country  on  this  side  lb  Mored  with  provisions 
and  forage  for  the  support  of  troops,  if  any  should  be  marchMl 
thither.  Keep  the  preciie  rime  of  your  return  secret,  test  the 
disaffected  should  avail  themselvet  of  the  knowledge  to  offer  you 
an  insult.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.' 

'  Ccncr&l  Knot  was  a^isncbtcil  with  GcncnJOtMBi  In  carrying  Ehe^  insiruc- 
Eiuni  into  cfT^ci,  The;  f  roccc^erl  to  ihc  HighlaDdi,  and  <ifLiniafid  thfl  rir«i 
Anil  (he  pnmes  ta  <i>mpftny  w^th  GcnmU  McDoiic^I.  Geor^  Clinton,  tod 
Wayne,  Ihc  IaiI  of  whom  hud  jutt  returned  from  l^iconficrro^.    These  fife  oft- 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

MoitNiSTtJWN.  13  May,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  was  this  morning  honored  by  your  letter  of  the 
loth  Inst,  accompanied  by  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress of  the  day  before. 

The  conduct  of  too  many  officers,  in  with-holding 
the  pay  of  their  soldiers,  I  am  persuaded,  Is  reprehen- 
sible, and  has  been  the  cause  of  uneasiness  &  of  many 
desertions.  Every  measure  in  my  power  will  be  ex- 
erted to  prevent  such  abuses  in  future,  and  every  aid 
given  to  punish  the  offenders  in  an  Exemplary 
manner :  But  Congress  will  excuse  me.  when  I  tell 
them,  it  will  be  impossible  to  comply  with  their  rec- 
ommciidatton  upon  this  subject  ;  unless  the  GenL 
officers  withdraw  their  attention  from  matters  of  the 


ccn  wrote  ■  joinl  report  to  Gmrrtd  WMhinEto».on  the  17th  of  Miy.  an  which 
ihry  recommrDdcd.  xhtM  the  ob»lnicili>n  tcm^  ihc  Hvrr  «t  fori  Monfgomery 
fthooid  be  odni]>1ctCtt  ill  ihc  followSni;  mnnner ;  nnmcly,  \\\%\  t.  hoom  or  chain 
•hoold  be  iirctched  uroi^  in  franl  ol  which  ihoiild  be  or«  or  (wo  cftM&i  to 
brr«k  Ibc  foru  of  ■  \c>*?]  before  il  ^uuld  kitikc  ih?  chain  ,  thai  Iwo  Cuntincn- 
nl  thip*  rbpn  on  (hD^pcif,  And  two  rou-g«1feyi.  fthoiilrl  Sr  nianned  jtnd  ktalionvif 
jukt  abovcth^obi^tructioD,  In  ttuba  pohftJon  At  to  ficc  apon  the  en«my'iahipi 
in  front  when  1^ey  approached-  Thu  force,  wtiti  <hc  Und  battcr^M  on  cht 
marpnii  of  Ihe  riTcr.  the  G«n«iiU  bcliet^d  would  be  nitHdcni  to  dcfcai  any  d- 
fort*  ol  lJ»c  enemy  looKend  by  wnicr.  They  alio  addetl :  "'  Wc  are  very  con- 
A<l«nl,  if  ihe  ob«tnietion>  of  tli*  r\\ti  »a  be  «nd*ptJ  cfl«c(uk1.  ihe  cft*niy  will 
noEaucmpi  10  i^rAte  by  \sltvA.  thcpaucK  thfough  the  HiehtandA  oic  v>  etceed- 
ingly  diffictiU/"  This  opinion  pro^Td,  ncvcrthelen,  not  to  be  wcli  founded,  wa 
FoTi  MontgomeT^  wu  aficrwardt  Auaulccd  and  taken  by  a  P^r^y*  which  pcnc- 
tnied  (hcdetilei  of  th«  tlighUnds  on  Ihc  wcet  tide  of  (h«  hvein 

The  boom  wu  cQDftiucEod  oriib  difllicijUy,  To  vup^Xfrl  ibc  wcighc  of  the 
ehain,  \\  wac  Tiec«*ftry  fo  pinr*  iinrl«r  tl  larfr«  rafi*  nf  limhn  ai  vnalf  distances 
from  each  other,  vhkh,  lO|*etli»  vrlih  Ihe  chiin  itself,  presented  tucb  obslmc* 
tioaif  to  ihe  descending  current.  ■■%  to  tt,i\r  tTie  water  Hcvcnl  f  vet,  by  which  it* 
force  wan  iacreakcd,  and  (he  chAin  broken.  Thift  u'u  in  part  remedieid  by  the 
cablci  pa»ing  oi»  (he  Ioygi  fiidc  uf  the  chain. ^^torAj. 
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utmost  importance  and  such  as  require  their  constant 
Ufie.  Were  this  not  the  case,  the  dispersed  situation 
of  the  Officers  at  this  time,  thro  the  different  States 
on  the  recruiting  service,  would  prohibit  the  Enquiry'. 
Nor  do  I  apprehend  the  Regulations  empowering  & 
enjoining  the  Regimental  Paymasters  to  bring  them 
to  an  Account  will  be  found  competent  to  the  End, 
Such  Officers  will  be  proper  to  state  the  accounts  in 
the  first  instance  &  to  receive  Vouchers.  &c,,  but  will 
not  do  lo  settle  them  finally,  as  their  connections  with 
the  Regiment  will  subject  them  much  lo  the  influence 
of  the  Officers.  I  should  suppose,  if  Two  or  three  Gen- 
tlemen of  integrity  and  of  ability  in  accounts,  were 
appointed  Auditors,  to  attend  the  Army,  till  the  Busi- 
ness is  finished,  it  would  be  the  best  expedient  that 
could  be  fallen  on.  They  would  be  a  check  on  the 
Paymasters,  and,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  the  means 
of  the  Accounts  being  fairly  and  justly  liquidated.  If 
a  settlement  can  be  once  obtained,  I  trust  the  same 
confusion  will  never  take  place  again,  as  the  Paymas* 
ters  will  receive  and  pay  all  monry  due  to  the  RcgK 
ments  and  account  for  it  and  as  the  army  is  on  a 
more  permanent  fooling  than  it  ever  was  before ; 
For  this,  like  most  other  inconveniences  and  difftcul- 
lies  which  we  have  experienced,  is  to  be  imputed  in 
a  great  measure  to  short  Inlistments  and  the  frequent 
dissolution  of  our  Troops. 

A  return  of  the  Army  in  Jersey,  as  late  as  the  6th 
Instant — I  transmitted  yesterday  morning  in  a  Letter 
by  Mr.  Randolph  of  Chestnut  Street,  which  you  will 
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probably  receive  today,  and  from  which  Congress 
will  be  able  to  determine  the  expediency  of  calling 
out  the  Militia  from  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania. 
Tho"  it  gives  me  pain,  that  we  should  be  under  the 
necessity  of  recurring  to  such  a  measure,  yet  I  should 
suppose  it  to  be  adviseable.  Our  Army  is  weak  and 
by  no  means  equal  to  that  of  the  Enemy,  and  till 
their  designs  are  known  and  we  are  more  reinforced 
with  Regular  Troops^  we  should  be  prepared  in  tht! 
best  manner  we  can.  1  would  observe,  if  the  Militia 
are  called  out,  it  should  be  for  a  fixed  determinate 
time?  For  tho"  they  will  certainly  return  when  lliat 
expired,  yet  that  is  more  tolerable  than  for  them  to 
gooff  in  parties  everyday,  as  their  Whim  and  caprice 
suggest,  which  has  always  been  tlie  case,  when  the 
time  was  not  stated.  I  would  also  observe,  if  it  is 
possible,  they  should  be  engaged  to  march  out  of 
their  State,  if  they  are  ordered.  If  their  service  is 
located,  they  will  move  with  great  reluctance  if  they 
do  at  all 

On  Saturday^  ^  smart  skirmish  happened  with  a 
Detachment  of  our  Troops,  who  attacked  a  number 
of  the  Enemy  near  Piscataway,  in  which  our  men  be* 
haved  well  and  obliged  the  Enemy  to  give  way  twice, 
as  reported  to  me  with  loss.  The  Enemy  receiving 
a  strong  reinforcement,  our  People  retreated  to  their 
post.  1  cannot  give  [he  particulars  as  they  have  not 
been  sufficiently  ascertained.  Their  pickets^  were 
also  attacked  yesterday  by  some  of  our  parties,  from 
Bound  Brook>  and  forced  within  their  lines. 
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TO  THE    PRE5IDBKT  OP    COWCRESS. 
5lR,  MoRRWTOWN.  13  Mmy,  1777. 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  General  Arnold,  who 
arrived  here  to-day  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  He 
seems  to  be  anxious  to  settle  his  public  accounts, 
which  arc  of  considerable  amount,  and  waits  on  Con- 
gress, hoping  they  will  appoint  a  committee  of  their 
body,  or  of  such  gentlemen  as  they  shall  judge  proper, 
to  take  the  matter  into  consideration.  This  he  con- 
siders the  more  necessary,  as  he  has  heard  some  re- 
ports have  been  propagated,  injurious  to  his  charac- 
ter as  a  man  of  integrity.  If  any  buch  aspcniions  tie 
against  him,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  he  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  vindicating  himself  and  evincing 
his  innocence. 

I  find  he  does  not  consider  the  promotion  Con- 
grc^  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  him  sufficient 
to  obviate  the  neglect,  arising  from  ihcir  having 
omitted  him  in  their  late  appointments  of  major-gen- 
erals. He  observes  it  does  not  give  him  the  rank  he 
had  a  claim  to  from  seniority  in  the  line  of  brigadiers., 
and  that  he  Is  subject  to  be  commanded  by  those.: 
who  had  been  inferior  to  him.  He  further  adds,  that 
Congress,  in  their  last  resolve  respecting  him,  have 
acknowledged  him  competent  to  the  station  of  major- 
general,  and  therefore  have  done  away  every  ob- 
jection implied  by  their  former  omission,  These 
considerations  are  not  without  their  weight,  though 
I  pretend  not  to  judge  what  motives  may  have  infly 
cnced  the  conduct  of  Congress  upon  this  occasion. 
It  is  needless  to  say  any  thing  of  this  gentleman's 


military  character ;  it  is  universally  known,  that  he 
has  always  distinguished  himself  as  a  judicious,  brave 
officer,  of  great  activity,  enterprise,  and  perseverance, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c.' 


TO    MOrfSlEUK    MALMEUV.' 

Sir, 

in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  r4th  I  must  freely 
confess,  that  1  do  not  fully  comprehend  your  mean< 

'  A*  lOon  «E  Oonvral  Wa«hin[ton  heard  of  Aniold't  promotwo  to  the  ne.\  or 
raB]()r.gvTLerAl,  he  appoint^  him  lo  ihp  ciommaml  at  PfcktWitl,  ttilh  onl«n.  on 
LhcBUiof  May,  to  repair  to  thai  posr,  Wlim  Arnold  caniflohcad-quarlvn.  how- 
ever* Genenl  Waihiogloii  gimDt«d  him  permlKii<in  to  procred  lo  PhiliidolphlA, 
according  Eo  hi^  icr)ual.  and  oidered  Genrnl  Puinam  to  Pcek^ill,  tlit  prntnt 
amjigTJncEit  at  ihe  a^my  re4diring  -i  mujoi- general  Ixi  lUar  kMiiiuu-  Tlic  Cum* 
■nah<lp('iti-chief    wrate   to  Gtncrvl   Mcni^n^ll  -     "  ^\i    hame   miTt'^r«   trr   (ci  ba 

hctded  lo  the  (Jtisfaction  of  General  Amuld.  previoun  lo  Un  cLccepIini*  the  rank 
latdy  conferred  upon  bim.  he  U  gone  to  PliilvlelphU,  I  hsve  therefore  ordered 
General  Putnam  lo  PeckbkUL  You  arc  well  aci|uainiei]  with  i he  o]J  i^ntlc 
man'*  lomper  ,  he  it  ^llve,  lUhintcretied,  and  open  to  convlctI<}n,  and  I  there* 
fore  hope,  th&i.  hy  alfording  hicn  the  sdvi^  and  u$i»tAncc,  whLch  your  knovrl- 
fi\gv  of  lb«  poll  enables  you  lu  da,  you  wlU  be  very  happv  in  your  ocithmiiukI 
qndet  hitn"—Lfttfr,  Mpy  iGth, 

Arnold  wM  un:«uccf^ful  in  upplying  to  Conj^rcu  tot  the  roioraiion  ^if  Kix 
milt.  Hih  eaemies  in  thai  aucmbly  leem  to  have  been  more  numeroiu  ilian 
111*  friciidi,  lliuu|(h  chcy  were  ojnipclled  t>y  ib?  publk  "Ktint  <o  lemWr  at  lciu>l 
■  thow  of  Juitlce  lo  hfk  aet^  of  minordiaaTy  bravery  and  mlilary  comluct- 
ftlchar4  Henry  Lee  wiolc  in  Coniffett  to  M  r  JelTcnon.  May  soth,  xt  follows : 
'*  One  plan,  now  in  frcqoent  ute.  U  to  au4»inaie  the  chfiracten  of  the  friendi 
of  America,  in  every  place,  and  by  every  mean*.  At  ihii  momeni  they  an?  now 
reading  In  Coag^eu  an  acidadoui attempt  of  this  kind  agalnii  the  bnxx  General 
Arnold." — /<//  ^/  fi.  //.  Lff.  vol.  li..  p.  38,  "  \  ipvnt  Ual  ■vfnihf-  at  thv  war 
cjfflcp  with  General  Anidd-  He  ha*  been  bi^ely  alunderwJ  and  librlEcil.  The 
fC£u)afi  uy  '  hefougbi  like  Juliui  Ci?uu>^  J  am  wearied  todoalh  wUh  thr 
wninifIeK  between  military  officcnt.  high  and  low.  They  (|narTel  Ukc  cath  and 
dogv  They  worr^'Oiic  jnoihcr  like  maHiint,  u:r«int)bng  lor  nnk  an<l  pay  like 
a^cifw  nuta."— ^tfAv  yiiia-fj  fe  ki$  wi/t.  n  May.  1777- 

*Montinjr  Walmfily  wa%  a  Fittnch  officer,  who  had  served  in  Rhodr  Iiland. 
and  received  from  that  Stile  ihe  eommfarifin  o(  brieadler-Keneral.     On  the 
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ing;  nor  can  I  forbear  exprt^sing  my  surprise,  that 
you  still  hold  out  the  idea  of  difRcutties  in  your  situa* 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  mark  of  attention  you  men- 
tion, which  has  been  lately  conferred  upon  you  by 
Congress.  It  astonishes  me,  that  a  gentleman  of 
your  discernment  should  find  it  impossible  to  make 
a  right  distinction  between  Continental  and  State 
appointments,  after  all  the  pains  that  have  been  taken 
to  explain  it.  Certainly  there  is  nothing  easier  to 
conceive  than  that  an  appointment  made  by  the 
legislature  of  a  particular  Stale,  unauthorized  by 
Congress,  can  have  no  effect  out  of  that  Slate.  The 
reason  is  plain.  Such  legislature  has  only  a  local 
jurisdiction,  and  can  do  no  act  binding  on  any  other 
State,  much  less  on  the  whole  continent.  Yuur  rank 
of  brigadier  in  Rhode  Island,  on  a  Continental  scale, 
is,  and  always  has  been,  entirely  nugatory.  You 
might  request  a  ratification  of  it  from  Congress,  as  a 
matter  of  favor,  but  you  could  not  demand  it  as  a 


totb  of  Mny,  Coi>[;m%  appointed  him  a  colonel  in  (he  Contin^nul  tem'c<. 
which  Itc  Ihuat-ht  WJIH  below  hit  merit,  nnd  noi  coiituM.en(  wiih  hi«  previous  nak. 
He  nude  known  hi^  diitt[)pi>intm?iU  uml  di«hAtt»fnL-lion  in  a  Idler  to  Geacrol 
WjuihEngton,  He  hail  been  odvcLncect  [n  Rhode  ItUnd  in  cuiikequence  of  Cbc 
nruommeriUfttion  vl  tJ«iier4l  Lcc. 

"  1  hm  ftfrxid  wcnhAll  never  lie  Aide  in  An4  plflce^  vac&iit,  equjil  to  ihe  expec 
iftlLonit  of  (he  French  GcnClemcn  who  are  now  liere^  iiiueh  Lew  for  thow  thai 
will  follow.  The  high  Ri.nk  conferred  upon  (hose  who  fitit  came  ">ver.  nuny 
of  whom  had  no  pretentions  eithci  from  ihejf  Semcci  or  Meril,  hat  nAturally 
niied  ihc  cxpccUiJoni  of  (hoK  who  coiuv  ^ropolj  lecommcLidcd,  uj  kuc^  a 
pi1(!h,  Ihkr  t  Unow  nol  what  will  Hlit-fy  them,  Indee<I  IT  jt  not  lo  b«  ttna^intd 
that  a  GenilcmAn  ^wl  tn  old  Soldier  con  submil  \o  be  commandeil  tiy  a  penon 
in  ihiteoLniry,  who  h<  remeniben  to  have  bcenhi^inkriorin  France, 

"  1  know  not  how  wc  cui  remedy  ihU  evil,  or  pui  a  ^top  to  the  growth  of  li, 
but  bybvin);  very  drcumipcu  fur  the  ruiurr,  on  whom  we  confer  K&nk  ftbove 
littL  of  a  f^ubAlltvA, "—  lymAin/t^K  Ip  tAj  /'rf$ifitf*t  ^f  Ctmer^tt^  a  May,  I7TT- 


matter  of  right ;  and  you  must  be  ^ensililc!,  that  many 
substantial  reasons,  independent  of  any  personal  ob- 
jections to  you,  oppose  your  wish  A  perseverance 
in  your  mistaken  pretensions,  after  you  had  seen  they 
could  not  be  complied  with,  is  what  I  did  not  expect. 
To  request  to  be  employed  in  a  manner  not  deroga- 
tory  to  the  rank  you  held  in  Rhode  Island,  according 
to  your  ideas  of  that  rank,  is  to  request  not  to  be  em- 
ployed at  all.  1  must  repeat  what  I  have  before  told 
you,  that  I  cannot  consider  you  in  any  other  light, 
than  that  in  which  Congress  has  placed  you  ;  and 
whatever  employment  1  may  at  anytime  have  it  in 
power  to  give  you,  must  be  in  conformity  to  that  pre- 
cise rank  you  actually  possess  in  the  Continental 
army.  If  you  expect  any  other,  you  deceive  your- 
self. Such  an  employment,  though  it  may  appear  to 
you  a  degradation,  would  not  in  fact  be  so:  because 
your  appointment  of  brigadier  is  a  perfect  nonentity 
in  a  Continental  view. 

If  you  formed  erroneous  notions  of  your  State  ap* 
pointment,  and  in  consequence  of  them  made  repre- 
sentations to  your  friends  in  Europe,  which  now 
involve  you  in  perplexities,  you  ought  to  consider 
it  as  your  misfortune,  and  should  not  build  any 
claims  upon  it  that  cannot  be  admitted-  But  though 
the  distinctions  existing  among  us  may  not  be  well 
understood  in  France^  as  you  have  hinted  in  a  former 
letter,  is  it  impossible  to  give  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  them  to  your  friends  ?  Or  will  it  be  any  in- 
delible disgrace  to  you,  to  confess  to  them  that  you 
have  been  in  an  error  in  your  first  conceptions,  aris* 
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ing  from  your  being  a  stranger,  and  unacquainted 
with  the  nature  of  our  different  military  establish- 
ments? Wc  ought  not  to  convert  trifling  difficulties 
Into  insuperable  obstacles. 

Let  me  propose  a  few  more  questions.  Appeal  to 
your  own  understanding  and  consciencctand  then  an- 
swen  Is  not  the  Continental  rank,  which  you  now 
hold,  fully  adequate  to  any  expectations  you  can  rea- 
sonably deduce  from  the  rank  you  held  in  the  French 
army,  and  for  the  short  term  of  seven  months  service 
in  ours  ?  Would  not  the  American  officers,  who  have 
been  in  the  service  from  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
have  a  just  cau5;e  to  complain  of  your  too  rapid  pro- 
motion, were  your  wishes  indulged  ?  And  would  it 
noi  justify  those,  who  have  been  your  superior  offi* 
cers  in  your  own  country,  in  raising  iheir  hopes  to  a 
height,  which  It  would  be  impossible  to  gratify  ?  In 
short,  Sir  1  cannot  bring  myself  to  think,  that  the 
extraordinarj'  mark  of  distinction,  bestowed  upon  you 
by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  any  sufficient  foun- 
dation for  expecting  the  continent  to  waive  every 
consideration  of  policy  or  propriety  in  your  behalf. 
Though!  wish  not  to  offend  or  wound,  yet  justice  both 
to  you  and  myself  requires,  that  I  should  plainly  inform 
you,  that  your  scruples  and  difficulties,  so  often  reit- 
erated, and  under  a  variety  of  shapes,  arc  exceedingly 
perplexing  to  me,  and  that  I  wish  them  to  cea^e.  I 
am,  Sir.  &c,' 

*  "  I  Kwlved  yourlHTo  hy  MiHiiitur  MAlmc^y.  I  Bin  morry  ILaI  tome  of  difr 
l^cmlciDcn  prnmoLcd  by  Cor^trrru  render  ihcmtelvci  unhappy,  cither  by  fom- 
ing  in  Ihdf  mindi  ihc  mgii  fronndlcftt  i.U9|)(cioTis  f>i  neglect,  or  lorhinn^  ihcoi' 
■•Itcb  hyzD  uiiwamalabJe  degrre  of  jrnlouAy  at  Ihc  |iruiiMiou  of  fi^hvn.     Ii 
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TO    THK    PRESIDENT    OF    CONCRF-SS, 

MohklSTOwy.  i6  May,  1777^ 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  rsth  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
last  night  at  eleven  o'clock-  The  commission  en- 
closed (or  Monsieur  Armand  I  shall  deliverto  him  as 
soon  as  I  see  him/  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  will 
give  commissions  to  the  brigadiers,  and  will  ascertain 
their  rank  by  their  original  commissions  when  I  ob- 

has  alffifi  been  wy  vi&b  and  desicn,  thaT  you  ihould  be  proviJ«<l  for.  at  soon 
u  you  Acquind  a  compcui^t  knowledge  of  our  bngu&tfc  ti>  make  you  lit  for 
coinmaiit).  and  s^drcumFilanc^i  would  admit.  When  you  uero  hero  l»l.  I  Cold 
you  lliai  I  vltuuld  iry  to  pUtc  jt>u  m  wmc  coipi,  ■«  you  Htmpd  unvjuty  ni  youi 
litiuiinn.  and  piprwHcd  1  dair«  of  hfling  immrdiaiH)'  in  *pfvic<.  Thu  wft«  Ul 
I  meaDt  or  promUccl.  □  or  could  you  infer  more  from  ishax  I  laid.  There  11 
now  a  vscanl  mijon(^  in  Colonel  Hurn'i  rvgimeni  al  PiiDOfftoii,  under  itir 
conamand  of  Kicmcnattl^Coloncl  AnilU,  which  you  may  hare  imtnc^iaUly  by 
rvpftiftng  ihiilicr,  Jiiid  ivblcli  you  wfU  Uo> 

"STi«ttd  thiH  appcnntmcni  not  !>«  aqual  to  your  vJ4Wf.  I  h&vt  ooothar  in  nj 
povet ;  and  1  would  furih^r  observe.  Ihai.  if  yov  will  t&ke  a  nim  and  diipu* 
uonaie  view  of  Ihingi.  you  cinnut  cxj>ec(  more,  upon  any  principle  of  reaaon  or 
juj^licc.  I  mi^>ii  uld.  without  any  diHT>angemcnt  to  youi  mefil,  thai  th«rc  arc 
many  good  olhcen  In  the  »iervicc,  who  have  been  In  tt  f  mm  (he  commenceineni 
of  Itic  w^at,  tliil  liavc  ctot  received  wch  hvnunablc  mtfrk*  uf  favut  And  djhtini:- 
don.  If  therv  arc  forpigneT*^  whn  ctma  tn  Amtriti  wh^n  y<^n  tlid,  or  tine*, 
who  have  been  promoied  to  bJ):hcr  mnk  without  having:  bcUcr  prvtcjibiuns,  it 
haanoi  l>ccn  Ihronj^h  mjr  inLefctt^  Thoufth  1  wi*h  10  tee  every  mtn  fcwudcd 
accordiniE  to  hii  dcscrU,  and  esteem  cmulauon  in  officer*  a  liudahU  f]uality,  yei 
I  cannoibutcoDdemnthc  over  i«nj£aEne,  uhjiut.  oinbliiouheiLpecitiDorKof  ihofc, 
whulUink  cvory  Xhm^  thonH  l*e  Tnndc  to  yield  to  f  ratify  their  vicwi,"' — tt^ark- 
i^tfitf  to  Afajffr  Caitrm.  rg  May.  I???' 

'  MonneUT  Armand,  Marquii  dc  U  Rouerie.  w^t  x  French  officer,  who  hid 
be«ii  ten  yoiri  in  lervicc,  and  frceivcd  the  rank  ot  colonel  from  Coa|crcu  on  tlw 
loib  of  M4y.  At  hi)  own  request  be  was  commivioticd  to  rauc  •  partiuQ  corps 
of  Frenchnieii,  not  exceeding  lwo  Lundrcd  tueQk  It  '^as  thought,  tliat  vjine 
advantage  vould  retull  from  «ueh  a  eorps.  hy  bring;ing  tocher  into  a  body  sucib 
ioldier>t  ajdid  pot  undcntnEid  The  English  language.  Colonel  Arm^ndivaia 
leabusand  sptriied  oiHccr  daring  the  whole  Revolution,  and  continued  00  l«rin* 
af  friendly  cor reipor deuce  with  Wavhinglon  for  trveral  ^ean  after  Ihe  war 
Ended. — S^trkt. 
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tain  them.  The  inquiry  directed,  respecting  Major 
Campbell,  shall  be  made,  and  that  be  done  which 
shall  appear  right. 

I  fear  it  will  be  hardly  possible  to  satisfy  the  vievrs 
and  claims  of  some  of  the  French  gentlemen.  The 
late  promotion  of  Monsieur  Malmedy,  though  highly 
honorable,  and  such  as  should  be  considered  fully  if 
not  more  than  adequate  to  his  pretensions,  taken 
upon  any  principle, does  not  come  up  to  his  demands. 
He  arrived  here  yesterday  mornirg,  and  has  been 
writing  to  me  upon  the  subject.  From  the  high  marks 
of  distinction  but  too  readily  conferred  upon  these 
men  in  many  instances,  they  seem  to  have  lost  sight 
of  what  is  just  and  reasonable.  It  would  have  been 
happy  for  u^,  particularly  for  me  and  for  the  gentle- 
men themselves,  if  a  too  easy  grant  of  favors  had  not 
induced  them  to  contemn  all  rank  in  our  army  under 
that  of  field*officers ;  nor  is  it  in  my  power  to  give 
commands  to  every  appointment,  i  shall  lnforn\ 
Monsieur  Armand,  and  reconcile  him  to  it  in  the 
best  manner  I  can^  that  there  is  no  vacancy  for  him 
at  present ;  and  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that, 
where  promotions  are  made  in  future  from  political 
and  honorary  motives,  it  would  be  well  for  Congress 
to  explain  to  the  gentlemen,  that  it  may  be  some 
time  before  they  can  be  put  in  actual  command. 
This  might  prevent  their  entertaining  suspicions  of 
neglect  on  my  part,  which  the  situation  of  the  army 
will  nol  allow  me  lo  obviate.  There  is  no  vacancy 
for  Monsieur  Malmedy,  of  the  rank  he  now  holds, 
unless  the   merits  of  many  other  officers,  who  have 
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served  with  reputation  and  much  longer  here,  are  to 
be  overlooked  to  make  way  for  him.  Such  a  measure 
will  neither  be  practicable,  nor  prudent  to  attempt. 

By  a  letter  from  General  Heard,  who  is  at  Pomp- 
ton,  I  am  informed  that  Colonels  Barton  and  Uus- 
kirk,  with  three  hundred  Tory  levies  from  Bergen, 
on  the  morning  of  the  13th.  attempted  to  surprise 
and  cut  off  about  seventy  of  his  militia  stationed  at 
Paramus,  The  officer  happily  had  notice  of  their 
design,  and  eluded  it  by  moving  his  post.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  morning  was  foggy ;  and,  the  enemy  en- 
tcringat  different  places,  their  parties  engaged.  Gen- 
eral Heard  says  their  loss  could  not  be  ascertained: 
but,  from  reports  of  the  inhabitants,  ten  of  their  men 
were  killed  and  carried  away  at  one  time,  and  sev- 
eral wounded.     I  have  the  honor,  &c." 


TO    RICHARD    HENRY    L£E. 

MoRBKTTnwN,  \^  Miy,  1777- 

Deak  Sir, 

Underthe  privilege  of  friendship,  I  take  the  libertj' 
to  a»k  you,  what  Congress  expect  I  am  to  do  with 
the  many  foreigners  they  have  at  different  times  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  field-officers,  and,  by  the  l;ist 
resolve,  two  to  that  of  colonels?  In  making  these 
appointments,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  all  the  at- 
tending circumstances  are  not  taken  into  considera- 
tion. To  oblige  the  adventurers  of  a  nation,  which 
we  want  to  interest  in  our  cause,  may  be  one  induce- 
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ment ;  and  to  get  nd  of  their  importunity,  another ; 
but  this  IS  viewing  the  matter  by  halves,  or  on  one  side 
only.  These  men  have  no  attachment  nor  tics  to  the 
country,  further  than  interest  binds  them  ;  they  have 
no  influence,  and  are  ignorant  of  the  language  they 
are  to  receive  and  give  orders  in  ;  consequently  great 
trouble  or  much  confusion  must  follow.  But  this  is 
not  the  worst ;  they  have  not  the  smallest  chance  to 
recruit  others;  and  our  officers  think  it  exceedingly 
hard,  after  they  have  toiled  in  this  service,  and  proba- 
bly have  sustained  many  losses,  to  have  strangers  put 
over  them,  whose  merit  perhaps  is  not  equal  to  their 
own,  but  whose  effrontery  will  take  no  denial- 

The  management  of  this  matter,  give  me  leave  to 
add»  Sir,  is  a  delicate  point  ;  for  although  no  one 
will  dispute  the  right  of  Congress  to  make  appoint- 
ments, every  person  will  assume  the  privilege  of 
judging  of  the  propriety  of  them  ;  and  good  policy, 
in  my  opinion,  forbids  the  disgusting  of  a  whole  corps 
to  gratify  the  pride  of  an  individual  ;  for  it  is  by  the 
zeal  and  activity  of  our  own  people,  that  the  cause 
must  be  supported,  and  not  by  a  few  hungry  adven- 
turers. Besides,  the  error  of  these  appointments  is 
now  clear  and  manifest,  and  the  views  of  Congress 
evidently  defeated  ;  for  by  giving  high  rank  to  peo* 
pie  of  no  reputation  or  service,  you  have  disgusted 
their  own  countrymen  ;  or,  in  other  words,  raised 
their  expectations  to  an  insatiable  pitch.  For  the 
man,  who  was  a  captain  in  France,  finding  another 
who  was  only  a  subaltern  there,  or  perhaps  nothing, 
appointed  to  a  majority  with  us.  extends  his  views 
instantly  to  a  regiment ;  in  like  manner>  the  field- 
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officer  can  accept  of  nothing  less  than  a  brigade,  and 
so  on,  by  which  means  the  man  of  real  rank  and 
merit  must  be  excluded,  or  perhaps  your  whole  mili- 
tary system  disordered.  In  the  mean  while  I  am 
haunted  and  teased  to  death  by  the  importunity  of 
some,  and  dissatisfaction  of  others. 

My  ideas,  in  this  representation,  do  not  extend  to 
artillery  officers  and  engineers.  The  first  of  these  will 
be  useful,  if  they  do  not  break  in  upon  the  arrange- 
ment of  that  corps  already  established  by  order  of 
Congress  ;  the  second  are  absolutely  necessarj'  and 
not  to  be  had  here.  But  proper  precaution  shouIU 
be  observed  in  the  choice  of  them  ;  for  we  have  at 
present  in  pay  and  high  rank  two  Frenchmen,  who, 
in  my  judgment,  know  nothing  of  the  duty  of  engi- 
neers. Gentlemen  of  this  profession  ought  to  pro- 
duce sufficient  and  authentic  testimonials  of  their 
skill  and  knowledge,  and  not  expect  that  a  pompous 
narrative  of  services,  and  loss  of  papers,  the  usual 
excuse,  can  be  a  proper  introduction  into  our  army. 
The  freedom,  with  which  I  have  delivered  my  senti- 
ments on  this  subject,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  meet 
your  excuse,  when  1  assure  you.  that  I  have  nothing 
else  in  view,  than  the  good  of  the  service, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c* 


TO   GOVERNOR   IIENRY. 


'7  M'y,  xrrt' 


Sir, 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the 
13th  Ulio.  1  flattered  myself  that,  tho'  the  recruiting 
businessdid  not  succeed  to  our  wishes,  asuflficient  rein- 


i 


forcement  would  ere  this  have  enabled  me  to  open  the 
campaign  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  recommended 
the  service  to  the  lower  class  of  people,  and  thereby 
to  have  removed  the  necessity  of  compelling  them  to 
inlisL  But  that  Hope  has  been  unfortunately  blasted 
so  that  we  have  only  to  decide  whether  the  States 
fdiall  be  loaded  with  the  enormous  expence  of  Mili- 
tia with  difficulty  drawn  out  capable  only  of  making 
a  feeble  defence,  and  the  war  protracted*  or  the  army 
completed  by  coercive  Methods,  For  altho'  the  im- 
portant season  is  almost  past,  that  afforded  the  oppor- 
tunity of  crushing  the  Enemy's  power  at  present  here 
had  I  been  sufficiently  enabled,  yet  it  greatly  be- 
hoves us,  by  an  instant  and  vigorous  Exertion  of  our 
strength  to  put  ourselves  into  such  a  situation  as  to 
have  a  good  prospect  of  never  being  obliged  so  greatly 
to  hazard  our  liberties  as  we  have  been.  The  warm- 
est advocates  for  Militia  and  short  inlistments  must, 
from  the  experience  of  two  Campaigns,  confess  that 
tile  important  purposes  of  war  cannot  be  answered 
but  by  men  engaged  for  a  length  of  time.  No  sub- 
stitute can  be  admitted 

What  then  remains  for  us  to  do  ?  Nothing  less 
than  furnishing  our  full  quota  of  Continental  Troops 
by  any  means  that  will  ensure  success.  Our  situation 
[is]  perhaps  more  critical  now  than  ever.  Policy  di- 
rects that  caution  should  be  used  in  the  choice.  But 
whether  it  should  be  by  an  indiscriminate  Draft,  or 
by  making  it  the  interest  of  the  Timid,  the  Rich  and 
the  Tory  to  furnish  soldiers  at  their  own  expence,  in 
Ease  of  themselves  and  in  conformity  to  the  Resolve 
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of  Congress  of  the  14th  day  of  April  last,  is  a  subject 
well  worthy  the  most  dispassionate  and  mature  delib- 
eration of  your  assembly. 

Both  of  these  methods  have  been  tried  and  are 
stiil  practiced  by  some  of  the  States  with  better  suc- 
cess than  simple  recruiting.  They  are  however  capa* 
ble  of  abuse.  The  former  may  produce  convulsions 
in  the  people  and  their  opposition  by  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  conducted.  The  latter  aflTords  the  bad 
officer  too  tempting  an  opportunity  of  defrauding 
the  Public  by  receiving  the  Reward  for  Men  already 
in  the  service,  or,  for  some  private  Emolument  giv- 
ing certificates  when  no  Soldier  is  furnished  ;  and  of 
greatly  injuring  the  service  by  introducing  into  it 
Foreigners  of  no  principle,  who  sci^c  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  deserting  to  the  Enemy  with  their  arms. 
If  the  former  should  be  adopted,  the  men  drafted 
should  serve  for  a  fixed  time,  3  years  at  least,  and 
every  possible  precaution  taken  against  their  substi- 
tuting convicts  or  foreign  servants  in  their  room. 
If  the  latter,  the  men  procured  should  serve  during 
the  war.  Here  the  evils  maybe  effectually  guarded 
The  substitute  or  exemption  from  militia  duty  being 
evidently  an  Indulgence,  may  be  granted  on  no  other 
terms  than  furnishing  a  native,  or  a  person  of  some 
property  or  connections  In  the  country— The  annexed 
return  of  your  Battalions  now  here,  will  enable  the 
assembly  to  form  a  good  Judgment  of  the  number  of 
men  necessary  to  complete  them  to  the  full  establish* 
ment  A  well  executed  Law  to  encourage  the  taking 
up  of  deserters  will  greatly  lessen  the  Deficiency  that 
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appears  upon  the  returns,  which  is  not  occasioned  al- 
together by  Deaths,  because  I  am  well  assured  that  a 
number  of  the  men,  (taking  advantage  of  thi^ir  ab- 
sence from  their  companies,  occasioned  by  their  being 
left  in  Hospitals)  have  upon  recovering  gone  home 
without  leave.  Nor  can  my  most  unceasing  eflTorts 
bring  them  back ;  the  officers  sent  upon  that  duty 
shamefully  spending  their  time  in  Dissipation  and 
Idleness. 

I  hope  the  Freedom  of  this  letter  will  find  an  ex- 
cuse in  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  its  length 
have  an  apology  when  'tis  considered  that  con- 
sequences of  the  greatest  magnitude  arc  involved  in 
the  Issue  of  the  present  Contest^  the  management  of 
which  demands  our  utmost  wisdom  and  activity. 
1  have,  &c. 


TO    BRIGADtSR-GENERAL    PARSONS;. 

MoRMibTOWM.  17  May,  1777* 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favored  yesterday  with  your  leller  of  the 
nth  instant,  !  wrote  to  Governor  Trumbull  ful!y» 
and  informed  him,  that  no  part  of  the  troops  exacted 
from  the  State  could  remain  there.  This  letter  I 
presume  has  reached  the  Governor,  and  I  trust  the 
observations  contained  in  it  would  satisfy  him  of  the 
necessity  of  drawing  the  whole  troops  together.  I 
think  with  you,  that  the  enemy  will  make  no  impres* 
sions  into  Connecticut  If  they  attempt  anything 
of  the  sort,  it  will  be  to  call  our  attention  from  more 
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It  iftmuch  to  be  wished,  that  they 


important  objeci 
would  prosecute  the  war  on  a  partisan  or  detached 
plan<  Nothing  could  more  certainly  ensure  their  de- 
struction. The  troops,  as  fast  as  they  are  raised, 
aad  their  recovery  from  the  smallpox  will  admit,  must 
come  on  to  Peekskill. 

I  am  sorry  the  expedient,  adopted  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  (or  Blling  their  quota  of  men,  had  not 
been  attended  with  all  the  advantages  expected  from 
it'  1  wish  their  next  attempt  may  have  more  happy 
consequences,  I  am  persuaded  your  remaining  in 
the  State  some  time  longer  would  be  of  service  ;  yet, 
as  I  consider  the  defence  of  the  fortificstionf;  and 
passes  through  the  Highlands  an  object  of  the  last 
importance,  and  possessing  them  most  probably  to 
form  the  chief  end  of  the  enemy  s  counsels  and  im- 
mediate operations,  I  wish  you  to  come  to  Peekskill, 
and  there  continue  with  the  iroops.  till  some  further 
disposition  shall  become  neceiisary  or  may  be  or- 
dered. At  the  same  time,  I  would  wish  you  to  fix 
upon  and  leave  behind  a  sufficient  number  of  proper 
officers,  to  collect  and  hasten  on  the  recruits  as  fast 
as  they  are  raised  and  gone  through  inoculation. 
Perhaps  more  than  one  may  be  necessary  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  you  will  choose  for  this  purpose  such  a& 
will  be  of  great  activity  and  industry,  and  in  whose 
conduct  the  most  implicit  confidence  may  be  reposed. 

'  ThU  npc<licnl  was  by  drafting  A  ccrinin  proportion  of  ihc  mililio,  for  ihc 
piXTpoie  of  filling  up  tbe  Ci?nda«ntAlbfttulii>nK,  The  i^mc  pUn  wu  tdoptcd 
by  Maaichas^lts  and  New  tf  acnpfifatre.  The  dnfd  wen  to  ht  coTiildcrt^  id 
ftU  rcipr?(it  u  Conlineatbl  wldicn.  but  wrre  to  ■?!>«  tuA}  till  the  Aritt  of  J*uu< 
■iy  :  and  in  ihc  mcBntime  enlistments  for  completinic  the  i«veTftl  bntulioni 
aceording  (o  the  pUn  of  Congrcu  were  lo  be  pro^ecuitd. 
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How  far  the  expedition  to  Long  Island  would  be 
practicable,  supposing  our  army  was  full,  1  cannot  de- 
termine III  our  present  situation,  wc  have  no  men 
to  spare  for  the  purpose  Further,  I  am  by  no  means 
satisfied,  that  the  rules  of  war  would  justify  our  de- 
taching a  force  to  recover  our  prisoners  under  the  pres* 
cnt  circumstances.  I  rather  think  they  would  not ;  but 
without  going  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  measure, 
cither  upon  the  principles  of  war  or  justice*  I  am  cer- 
tain that  policy  strongly  forbids  the  attempt  Success 
in  such  case  would  lead  to  unhappy  consequences. 
No  future  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  would 
receive  the  same  favorahic!  indulgence,  so  essential  to 
their  health  and  comfort,  and  it  would  authorize  their 
imposing  on  them  a  more  close  and  severe  confine- 
ment You  are  not  to  infer  from  hence,  that  I  esteem 
the  recovery  of  prisoners  unjustifiable  in  all  cases,  or 
have  any  doubts  respecting  the  propriety  of  it"  I 
am,  &c. 


lO    MAJOR-GENEKAL    liATES. 

Sir, 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  some  expressions  in 
your  letters,  which  appear  to  me  like  an  imputation 
of  partiality  in  favor  of  this  army,  to  the  disadvantage 
and  inconvenience  of  the  northern  army.     Can  you 

^  Gcncnl  Panoiu  had  suggealcd,  ihat  &n  enterprise  igtinst  Loig  Itbnd  might 
bceffccLvd  (tum  Conjiccttcui,  dod  aKk^l  ihe  i>]niiiuD  9f  CtrnrTal  WAfihinglon 
r««pc<tinf<   ihv  |>ropri*ty  [>f   ttl^rnplinj*  to  ree^tie  the  AmeTitmn  pn>,nntftv.  wbi 

vere  ai  Flatbuah.  anil  in  the  vicinity  of  thit  plior.  Spies  biul  Ul<ly  rHumcd. 
vho  hod  mAdc  Icnown  whofC  (he  prifiocicniverc  tut}nii«d,  ftiid  m  wh«t  muinor 
Ihc  BritUh  iraopa  were  difclribuled  in  different  parts  of  (he  Itlind. 
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suppose,  if  there  had  been  an  ample  supply  o{  tents 
for  the  whole  army,  that  I  would  have  hesitated  one 
moment  in  complying  with  your  demand  P  I  told 
Major  Troup  exactly  what  I  repeated  in  mine  of  the 
J5th:  ''that  on  account  of  our  loss  at  Danbury, 
there  would  be  a  scarcity  of  tents  ;  that  our  army 
^ould  be  a  moving  one,  and  that  consequently  noth- 
ing but  tents  could  serve  our  turn  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, as  there  was  the  greatest  probability  of  your 
being  stationary,  you  should  endeavor  to  cover  your 
troops  with  barracks  and  huts."  Certainly  thia  was 
not  a  refusal  of  tents,  but  a  request  that  you  should, 
in  our  contracted  situation,  make  every  shift  in  your 
power  to  do  without  them,  or  at  least  with  as  few  as 
possible. 

The  northern  army  is,  and  ever  has  been,  as  much 
the  object  of  my  care  and  attention,  as  the  one  imme- 
diately under  my  command  ;  and  I  cannot  recollect, 
that  I  ever  omitted  complying  with  the  requests  or 
supplying  the  wants  of  the  commander  in  that  depart- 
ment, when  it  lay  in  my  power.  As  the  returns  of 
military  stores  of  all  kinds  come  before  me,  and  as 
the  direction  and  distribution  of  them  are  entrusted 
to  me  by  Congress,  I  have  endeavored  to  apply 
them  in  such  manner,  as  would  render  most  effectual 
service  to  the  public  cause,  wilhoul  suffering  partialit)' 
for  either  department  to  have  the  least  influence  upon 
me-  I  will  make  particular  inquiry  of  the  quarter* 
master*general  concerning  bis  prospect  and  expecta- 
tions, as  to  the  article  of  tents,  and  if»  as  I  said 
before,    there    appears    a   sufficiency  for    the  whole 
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army,  you  shall  most  willingly  have  your  share.  But 
If  there  is  not,  surely  that  army,  whose  movement  is 
uncertain,  must  give  up  its  claims  for  the  present  to 
that,  which  must  inevitably  take  the  field  the  moment 
the  weather  will  admit,  and  must  continue  in  It  the 
whole  campaign.     I  am,  Sir»  &c. 


TO  BRIOADIER-GENERAI.  McHOUGALL. 

MoKtiffTOWN.  *3  May,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  yesterday  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  2t5t 
instant  I  wish  every  officer  in  the  army  could  appeal 
to  his  own  heart  and  find  the  same  principles  of  con- 
duct, that  I  am  persuaded  actuate  you  ;  we  should 
experience  more  consistency,  zeal,  and  steadiness 
than  wc  now  do  in  but  too  many  instances,  A  disin- 
terested attachment  to  the  cause,  which  we  are  en- 
gaged in>  can  alone  produce  a  line  of  behavior  in 
every  circumstance,  equal  to  the  importance  of  it  I 
perfectly  agree  with  you  in  the  impropriety  of  that 
diversity  in  the  modes  of  training  our  regiments, 
which  has  prevailed  hitherto,  I  have  it  in  contem- 
plation very  soon  to  digest  and  establish  a  regular 
system  of  discipline,  mantcuvres,  evolutions,  and 
regulations  for  guards,  to  be  observed  throughout 
the  army.  In  the  mean  time,  I  should  be  glad  if 
you  would  introduce  unlformitj"  among  those  under 
your  command  :  and  1  would  recommend  to  you 
to  be  particularly  attentive  to  having  them  in- 
structed  in   the  proper  use  of  their  feet,  so  as   to 
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enable  them  to  perform  the  necessary  movements  in 
marching  and  forming,  with  ease,  order,  agility,  and 
expedition.  Good  consequences  would  undoubtedly 
result  from  accustoming  the  men  to  the  noise  of  fir- 
ing, and  to  the  habit  of  taking  aim  at  an  object.  You 
may  therefore  bestow  a  little  ammunition  on  this 
purpose,  having  regard  to  the  quantity  of  this  article 
among  us- 

Of  late  several  of  our  officers  have  broken  their 
paroles  and  stolen  away.  This  practice,  ignominious 
to  themselves,  dishonorable  to  the  service,  and  injuri- 
ous to  the  oflficers  of  sentiment  and  delicacy,  who  re* 
main  behind  to  experience  the  rigors  of  resentment  and 
distrust  on  their  account,  cannot  be  tolerated,  what- 
ever be  the  pretence.  I  have  made  a  point  of  send- 
ing those  back,  that  have  come  under  my  obscrva- 
tion  ;  and  I  must  desire  you  will  do  the  same  towards 
those,  who  fall  under  yours.  The  reason  commonly 
assigned  for  this  breach  of  faith  is  the  want  of  money 
and  necessaries.  1  regret  that  thii*  pica  is  too  well 
founded :  but  I  hope  it  will  not  continue  to  be  so,  as 
effectual  measures  are  taking  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  our  prisoners,     I  am,  with  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   JAMES    WARReN, 

Obar  Sir. 

Your  favor  of  the  4th  instant  was  duly  handed  mc, 
— !  am  fully  sensible  of  the  zeal  your  state  has  de- 
monstrated in  the  instances  you  recite,  and  in  many 
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more.  With  you,  1  consider  them  as  great  exertions  ; 
and  as  decisive  evidence  of  your  inclination  to  do 
every  thing  in  your  power,  to  advance  the  common 
cause*  At  the  same  time,  whatever  efforts  have  been 
or  can  be  made  are  not  more  than  adequate  to  the 
exigency  of  the  situation.  Though  over  sanguine 
and  uninformed  people  may  think  diFferently, — this 
15  a  most  interesting  and  critical  period,  and  will  not 
countenance  the  lease  want  of  activity  or  attention  in 
any  quarter  1  have  the  highest  confidence  chat  your 
State  will  not  let  tht^  great  object  we  are  contending 
for.  be  lost,  or  endangered  more  than  is  unavoidable, 
by  any  such  deficiency  on  their  part. 

Your  repealing  the  oflcnsivc  part  of  the  act  you 
mention,  is  a  proof  of  your  justice  and  regard  to  the 
sense  of  your  sister-States,  It  certainly  bore  the 
features  of  a  monopoly,  and  was  liable  to  the  inter- 
pretation put  upon  it.  and  though  I  am  ready  to 
believe,  it  proceeded  from  impolitic^  rather  than 
selfish  motives, — I  am  happy  the  cause  of  complaint 
is  removed  and  the  matter  placed  upon  a  more  lib- 
eral footing. 

I  observe  your  State  is  not  a  little  alarmed  at  the 
prospect  of  an  immediate  inva<)ion.  Notwithstanding 
the  intelligence  from  Europe,  in  some  measure,  war- 
rants the  supposition  of  such  an  event,  and  makes  it 
proper  not  intirely  to  disregard  it ; — yet  1  am  clearly 
of  opinion  it  Is  not  much  to  be  apprehended.  It  is 
by  no  means  an  eligible  way  to  the  conquest  of  this 
country  ; — -your  state  from  it*;  union,  numbers  and  sit- 
uation being  capable  of  a  much  better  defence,  than 


perhaps  any  other;  and  it  is  presumable  that  the 
enemy  will  make  their  attacks,  where  circumstances 
promise  the  greatest  likelihood  of  success.  But,  be 
this  as  it  may,  I  cannot  help  disapproving  the  project 
of  raising  colonial  rejjiments  for  your  defence,  at  least 
"till  the  continental  troops  are  raised.  It  is  easy  to 
percieve,  as  you  have  yourself  hinted,  that  it  wilt 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  defeat  your  endeavors  for 
completing  your  quota  of  the  united  army ;— and  it 
would  be  the  most  wretched  policy  to  weaker  the 
hands  of  the  continent,  under  the  mistaken  idea  o( 
strengthening  your  own.  It  would  also  be  well 
to  consider  how  far  it  might  be  consistent  with 
propriety,  in  the  pursuit  of  partial  schemes,  to  put  it 
out  of  your  own  power  to  fulfil  what  is  required  of 
you  by  the  Continent 

If  the  several  states,  by  levying  troops  on  the  par- 
ticular establishment  of  each,  leave  but  a  smalt  conti- 
nental army  in  the  field,  it  will  be  impossible  lo  effec- 
tually watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  oppose 
them  where  they  may  in  reality  direct  their  opera- 
tions— the  consequences  of  which  must  undoubtedly 
be  fatal — But  if  we  have  a  sufficient  Continental 
force  on  foot,  we  shall  be  able  to  watch  them  narrowly 
and  counteract  them  wherever  ihey  may  atttrmpt 
to  move. — Every  state  will  find  its  security  in  such 
an  army,  whose  sole  business  It  will  be  to  oppose  the 
enemy,  where  it  is  most  requisite-— It  cannot  be 
imagined,  that,  if  your  State  were  seriously  attacked, 
a  proportionate  part  of  the  Continental  force  would 
not  be  detailed  to  succor  and  protect  it. — My  duty> 
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tnclinationr  and  a  regard  (or  the  safety  of  the  whole 
would  equally  compel  me  to  it  What  valuable  end 
can  then  be  answered  to  you,  from  :he  step  you  pro- 
pose to  take»  which  can  compensate  for  the  irretriev- 
able injury  the  common  cause  might  sustain,  from 
our  not  having  a  sufficient  army  in  the  field  for  the 
purposes  of  general  opposition. — The  measure,  inju- 
rious in  every  way,  can  only  serve  to  burthen  the 
state  with  an  unnecessary  expence,  which  will  be  in- 
lirely  its  own  ;  as  the  troops  intended  to  be  raised 
will  be  for  local  and  colonial  ends,  and  no  diminution 
of  the  common  force. 

1  see  no  advantage  you  can  derive  from  such  an 
Impolitic  step,  which  would  not  be  fully  produced,  by 
what  I  assured  the  assembly,  on  a  former  occasion, 
should  be  done;  which  is, — that  the  supernume- 
rary regiments  adopted  by  you.  should  remain  in 
your  state  'till  the  designs  of  the  enemy  became  so 
evident,  as  to  convince  us  their  continuance  would 
be  no  longer  expedient,  or  useful.  This  assurance 
I  repeat;  and  I  beg  you  will  communicate  it  in  my 
name  to  them  ; — earnestly  recommending  it  to  them 
to  relinquish  the  scheme, — Endeed,  Sir.  on  a  cool, 
dispassionate  survey  of  all  circumstances,  it  will  be 
found  replete  with  impolicy  and  danger;  and  I  am 
persuaded,  that,  either  they  have  already  on  mature 
deliberation,  laid  it  aside,  or,  on  a  reconsideration  of 
the  matter,  will  coincide  with  me.  in  opinion,  and 
correct  the  mistake. 

With  great  regard,  and  respect,  I  am,  &c* 

^  From  ibfl  coLlsciion  of  Mr,  WinaJow  W«n«Ji«  of  ElOiUHi* 
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TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL. 

HiUDQUAiirHx.  MoxRW  Tovn,  aj  Mif,  177}. 

Sir,— 

I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  letter  of  the 
iSih  instant  As  I  could  only  repeat  the  observa- 
tions contained  in  my  letter  of  the  i  ith,  upon  your 
request  for  two  regiments  to  remain  in  Connecticut, 
1  must  beg  leave  to  refer  your  attention  to  them,  and 
to  a  few  more  which  1  shall  now  subjoin.  If  the 
several  battalions  designed  to  compose  the  army  were 
complete,  I  should  then  hope  a  few  troops  might  be 
spared  to  guard  those  places  most  accessible  to  parties 
of  the  enemy  and  their  cruisers ;  but  as  their  state  is 
very  different,  it  cannot  be  done,  unless  we  endanger 
objects  of  the  last  importance  to  us.'  I  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  a  minute  detail  of  the  forces  assem- 
bled at  this  time  from  the  different  States  By  the 
last  return  from  Peekskill  en  the  toth,  not  more  than 

'  **  No  pUaodtc  could  cj.c«cd  whut  I  »KnaM  fc«l,  U  it  wh  %t>  mjF  power  lo 
pMt«ft  ev«ry  town  %xtA  fT«ry  indiviilajil  on  fhii  vid^-««I*nrlprl  cnntinpnt. 
Tliiv  however,  \\  ■  pkiiure  Ihil  nevfr  can  be  rciliicd  ;  and  w  our  <Liipencd 
bitutlioit)  in  nrilbrr  fonnicliblc  for  defence  nor  ol!cnc'f,  it  l>vconirii  me  lo  place 
ihe  CoiiCinciLUl  tronph  in  «uc^  a  manner  a*  \t>  answer  x  innre  valuabk  piirp04«, 
than  Ev  |;iirc  tlif  hltajrlim  iTor  \\  i«  iiu  muie)  uf  tccurit;  [^  pnticu]i'  iici^hbor< 
boodt.  Vour  a^tprdh* union  of  thi9  tnony  taking  poibtuion  of  Ngwark  and 
K|ittb«tb(ovn,  with  ■  viow  ol  holdini*  ihcoi,  dooi  not  strike  mc  at  alL  If  anr 
<iKb  fiUai  povtcAMd  (hem,  the  f«w  men  we  hxvr  iheri:  would  rather  be  an 
Inducenienl.  They  atrca<ly  hftvc  e:ipcrienced  ihe  evil  of  mulilpiicii  pi>»fk.  u 
we  ihaU  do.  If  (hey  thoulil  be  iclxcd  with  a  tplrll  of  enterprise,  ^uch  ^^lanlii 
ftt  we  b«vc  from  l^oundbrook  ta  Ncwnrk.  incIuBnclyn  could  i^^vc  tio  cEToctuaE 
oppoiiriru  Ifl  Ihe  etitmy,  iT  tbry  were  dlJ.po*e*!  lo  mo^e  ,  iml  (hr  enunlry  \\  Irm 
math  dnincd  by  btiih  ;[nnkb  io  afford  mudi  lupporl.  The  ^ithereon&iilrraiifjn 
of  opening  ihe  intercoune,  or  rather  makiojt  ^'  more  open  wiih  New  \'<krk,  hat 
weight,  but  i«  orobatonced  by  oihen  of  a  more  powerful  nature.  In  a  word, 
if  a  man  cajmoi  ad  in  all  rcipecta  u  br  cuijd  with,  he  mutl  do  what  Kppc«n 
beat,  under  the  clrcarartante*  he  ia  In.  Tbu  I  aiin  at,  howevcf  chori  I  raay  fall 
of  ibeend."— **'tfjAiffr/*fl  tff  M^'9r'G<Herat  StfpAfrf,  14  May,  1777- 
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three  hundred  and  thirty  Continental  troops  were 
there  then.  In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  detach* 
ment  here,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler,  consist- 
ing of  about men.    I  will  not  comment  upon  this 

subject,  because  1  know  it  will  not  give  you  less  pain 
than  it  does  myself;  and  my  only  design  in  mention- 
ing it,  is  to  show  I  have  but  too  just  grounds  for  my 
anxiety  and  destre  that  troops  should  come  on.  1 
wish  those  assembled  as  yet,  from  some  other  States, 
did  not  bear  a  proportion  too  analogous  to  this. 
When  those  from  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
Rhode  Island  do  arrive,  my  present  intention  is  to 
post  a  respectable  number  about  the  White  Plains,  to 
act  as  an  army  or  detachment  of  observation,  etc.  ; 
and  from  which  your  Statc^  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  will  be  more  likely  to  be  protected  against  any 
capital  attempts  of  the  enemy,  than  any  other.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  secure  every  place  against  their  smalt 
marauding,  plundering  parties,  but  nothing  will  be  so 
probable  to  effect  it  as  our  drawing  our  strength  to  a 
point,  which  will  oblige  them  to  do  the  same-  If  we 
divide  and  act  in  detachments,  so  will  they, 

1  am  extremely  sorry  you  should  have  been  at  so 
much  trouble  and  expense  in  sending  to  Colonel  Lang- 
don  for  part  of  the  military  stores  in  his  hands.  His 
refusal,  and  that  of  General  Heath,  I  am  pursuaded, 
you  Will  consider  right,  and  founded  in  necessity  upon 
mature  reflection.  All  the  stores  are  coming  to 
Springfield,  where  they  will  be  deposited  in  the  pub- 
lie  magazine,  except  such  as  will  be  immediately 
wanted  for  the  army ;  and  I  feel  myself  extremely 
unhappy  in  not  having  it  in  my  power   to  consent 
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that  a  part  should  be  appropriated  as  you  request 
Our  stores  will  by  no  means  authorize  me  to  do 
otherwise,  than  to  keep  them  for  the  forming  array. 
Were  they  once  let  out,  how  could  I  collect  them,  or 
how  could  1  be  answerable  for  them  to  the  States  at 
large  ?  They  are  not  more  than  equal  to  our  certain 
demands;  and  in  respect  to  artillery,  the  quantity 
imported  and  fit  for  the  field  is  far  inferior  to  that  we 
are  to  oppose  and  what  we  want  I  have,  with  pain, 
been  obliged  to  refuse  other  requisitions  of  the  same 
nature,  and  am  concerned  I  should  have  been  laid 
under  the  necessity,  when  the  expediency  of  prevent- 
ing the  stores  being  scattered  throughout  the  States 
required  it 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  copy  of  the  Act  you 
were  pleased  to  transmit  me,  and  I  only  hope  its 
effects  may  be  equal  to  your  wishes. 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate  in 
the  militar>'  line  here.  I  am  told,  from  the  last  ad- 
vices from  France,  things  seem  to  be  in  a  favorable 
train,  and  that  Spain  appears  to  be  equally  disposed 
to  render  lis  every  assistance. 

Governor  Tryon,  it  is  reported,  is  dead  of  the 
wound  he  received  in  the  Danbury  expedition.  How 
far  it  is  true,  1  know  not.  It  is  also  said  seventeen 
«hip-4  came  in  at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  sjd,  and  more 
were  in  the  offing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and 
respect*  &c,' 

' "  I  need  not  vaegeit  lo  Congr^A  ihr  neccssjly  of  beeping  our  namb«n  con- 
ceiled  from  thr  kno^lrdge  of  Xhc  puMk-.  NMhing  Fjul  n  ^jood  ficC  &  Mtt 
Appearances  liAve  cmblcil  uv  liLtlierlo  in  tteLtfitc  the  Fnemy  respecting  our 
•LffOfth." — Wathittgfen  la  lAt  i^rtHtitnl  a/  Ctm^^rttt,  *■  Maf.  1777, 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONCRESS- 

Moiia.tni>wi(,  fl4  May.  1777, 

Stb, 

1  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress,  that,  immediately 
after  the  receipt  of  their  resolve  of  the  36lh  of  March, 
recommending  the  office  of  adjutant-general  to  be 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  a  person  of  abilities 
and  unsuspected  attachment  to  our  cause,  1  wrote  to 
Colont;!  Timothy  Pickering  of  Salem,  offering  him 
the  post  in  the  first  instance,  and  transmitting  at  the 
same  time  a  letter  for  Colonel  William  Lcc,  whom 
Congress  had  been  pleased  to  mention,  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  him  in  case  my  offer  could  not  be  accepted. 
This  conduct,  in  preference  of  Colonel  Pickering.  I 
was  induced  to  adopt  from  the  high  character  I  had  of 
him,  both  as  a  great  military  genius  cultivated  by  an 
industrious  attention  to  the  study  of  war.  and  as  a 
gentleman  of  liberal  education,  distinguished  zeal, 
and  great  method  and  activity  in  business.  This  char* 
accer  of  him  I  had  from  gentlemen  of  distinction  and 
merit,  and  on  whose  judgment  I  could  rely.  When 
my  letter  reached  Colonel  Pickering,  at  first  view  he 
thought  his  situation  in  respect  to  public  affairs  would 
not  permit  him  to  accept  the  post  That  for  Colo- 
nel Lee  he  sent  immediately  to  him,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  repaired  to  head-quarters.  By  Colonel 
Lee  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Pickering,  stat- 
ing more  particularly  the  causes,  which  prevented  his 
accepting  the  office  when  it  was  offered,  and  assuring 
me  that  he  would  in  a  little  time  accommodate  his 
aflfairs  in  such  a  manner  as  to  come  into  any  mill- 
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tary  post,  in   which  he   might  be  serviceable,  and 
thought  equal  to. 

Here  I  am  to  mark  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  in 
justice  to  Colonel  Lee,  who  has  desen'edly  acquired 
the  reputation  of  a  good  officer,  that  he  expressed  a 
distrust  of  his  abilities  to  fill  the  appointment  in* 
tended  for  him  ;  and,  on  hearing  that  Colonel  Picker- 
ing would  accept  it,  he  not  only  offered  but  wished  lu 
relinquish  his  claim  to  it  in  favor  of  him,  whom  he 
declared  he  considered,  from  a  very  intimate  and 
friendly  acquaintance,  as  a  first-[ratej  military  char- 
acter; and  that  he  knew  no  gentleman  better  or  so 
well  qualified  for  the  post  among  us.  Matters  being 
thus  circumstanced,  and  Colonel  Lee  pleased  with 
the  command  he  was  in,  I  wrote  to  Colonel  Pickering 
on  his  return,  who  accepted  the  office  and  is  daily 
expected.  In  this  business  I  beg  Congress  to  be  as- 
sured,  though  Colonel  Lee  was  postponed  in  the  first 
instance,  their  recommendation  had  its  due  weight ; 
and  that  no  motive,  other  than  a  regard  to  the  service, 
induced  me  to  prefer  Colonel  Pickering,  His  ac- 
knowledged abilities  and  equal  zeal,  without  derogat- 
ing from  the  merits  of  Colonel  Lee.  who  holds  a  high 
place  in  my  esteem,  gave  him  a  preference  ;  and  I 
flatter  myself  the  cause  will  be  promoted  in  his  ap- 
pointment, especially  as  wc  shall  have  two  good  ofK- 
cers  in  lieu  of  one,  who,  I  am  persuaded,  will  do  honor 
to  themselves  in  the  line  in  which  they  move, 

Considering  the  passes  through  the  Highlands  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  secure,  1  sent  Generals 
Greene  and  Knox  about  a  fortnight  ago  to  see  what 
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had  been  done  for  their  defence,  and  to  consult  with 
the  general  officers  they  should  meet,  upon  5uch 
further  measures  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  for 
their  greater  safety.  The  enclosed  copy  of  their 
report  will  fully  conve>'  their  sentiments  upon  the 
subject;  to  which  I  heg  leave  to  refer  Congress,  I 
have  sent  General  Putnam  to  command  in  that  quar- 
ter, and  have  instructed  him  to  use  evcrj^  possible 
means  in  his  power  for  expediting  and  effecting  the 
works  and  obstructions  mentioned  in  the  reporL 
Fearing  that  the  cables  might  not  be  procured  in  time, 
I  have  directed  hisparticular  and  immediate  attention 
to  fixing  the  boom.  However,  as  the  cables  would  ren* 
der  that  more  secure,  and  will  be  extremely  serviceable 
in  the  opinion  of  the  officers,  if  they  are  to  be  had  in 
Philadelphia.  I  would  advise  Congress  to  order  them 
to  be  purchased  and  forwarded  without  loss  of  time ; 
they  cannot  be  got  elsewhere.  They  must  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  width  of  the  river,  which  is  about 
five  hundred  and  forty  yards  ;  and,  as  they  will  be 
of  most  use  if  diagonally  laid,  the  gentlemen  think 
they  should  not  be  less  than  four  hundred  and  fifty 
fathoms  long,  and  the  largest  size  that  can  be  had- 
Unless  they  are  large  and  substantial,  they  will  an- 
swer no  purpose*  and  will  not  sustain  their  weight 
when  stretched- 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  it  be  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress,  that  one  of  the  already  appointed 
General  Officers  maybe  assigned  to  the  Command  of 
the  light  Horse,  or  whether  they  have  in  contempla- 
tion the  appointing  of  one  for  this  purpose — If  the 
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first,  I  shall  immediately  name  one  to  that  duty.  If 
the  second,  they  will  be  pleased  to  choose  one,  as  it  is 
time  we  should  have  our  arrangements  compleat.' 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate^  un* 
less  it  is,  that  Seventeen  Ships  are  said  to  have  ar- 
rived at  New  York  on  the  ^ad,  and  that  others  were 
in  the  offing.  A  Report  has  also  prevailed,  and  has 
come  thro  two  or  three  channels,  that  Govr,  Tr)'on. 
that  was,  is  dead  of  the  wound  he  received  in  the 
Danbury  expedition  &  one  account  is,  that  Lieut. 
Cola  Walcot  fell  in  the  engagement  at  Ridgefield,  I 
don't  know  how  far  the  facts  are  to  be  depended 
on;  It  seems  certain  that  Mr,  Tryon  was  wounded. 

1  have  the  honor,  &c. 

P.  S,  As  I  dont  know  what  particular  purposes, 
Congress  had  in  view,  when  they  ordered  CoL  Harri- 
son's Regiment  of  Artillery  to  be  raised,  I  don't  think 
myself  at  liberty  to  give  any  directions  about  It.  But 
if  they  have  no  certain  employment  for  it  in  view,  I 
could  wish  them  to  order  the  whole  or  such  part  of  It 
as  they  shall  judge  proper  to  join  this  Army,  as  we 


'  "  If  Caii£Te««  1uv«it  not  in  content pUtion  to  oppomt  a  Gencnt  of  Hone, 
but  kiveil  to  in«  toAoignoneor  IlieBHjadierftBJnadynppoinkd  tollijucom' 
mand.  I  shall  Bftiurcd]/  pJNM  GcQcraJ  R«d  lti«tv,  u  il  ja  ngrcublfl  14  my  uwn 
rccomiaendAjion  And  <fflglni1  detign  :  of  ihii  plc^te  in  my  name  inform  him. 
but  udd.  u  it  would  not  he  a^rrccflblv  lo  \nc.  And  1  im  lurr  couTd  not  be  10  [o 
bim.  10  be  plftccd  in  1  lituntiun  ihiii  mj|[lil  bp  the  irinJitii'  of  >  <lfly  onlj,  I  covJd 
vitb  toknqnrwhAi  (be  vjcwiof  Congm*  irr  un  thl^licnd.  which  Mr  ThomMin 
OT  xnf  of  ihfl  rormljfr*  I  ?»pFKi*e  coulfl  Infom,  1  woukl  have-  whdcn  lo  Gcu- 
(T*l  R«od  myvcif  nn  thi»  nubjcct,  hikI  other  mnclcrt,  but  my  cutrcme  hurry  vQI 
not  pmnit  mr  ro  doit,  and  Ilwrrfore  1  drdtnc  \\  olFACvlhtf  ;  hr  xtt  nlilictniEU 
to  offer  my  best  rr^nrdn  to  him,  urul  luure  him  that  I  read  hj>  name  m  tljc  ip- 
poiacmcDt  ol  BngadLen  with  groit  pleuure, "— ^arthn/Am  h  Mtyian^  34 
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arc  in  great  want  of  more  Artillerymen  than  we  have 
^It  will  not  be  necessary  that  the  Artillery  should 
comc- 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

MoKiLiXTOWN,  1$  Maj,  IT77- 

Dbak  Sir. 

Would  it  be  practicable,  do  you  think,  under  the 
present  circumstances  and  situation  of  the  troops  at 
Peekskill.  to  surprise  the  enemy  at  Kingsbridge?  It 
must  be  effected  by  surprise,  or  not  at  all.  and  must 
be  undertaken  by  water,  which  would  also  prove 
abortive,  if  the  enemy  have  vessels  of  any  kind  above 
Fort  Washington.  The  undigested  ideas,  which  I 
have  entertained  of  the  matter,  are  these :  to  embark 
a  number  o(  troops,  supposed  adequate  to  the  enter* 
prise,  in  bolts,  under  pretence  of  transporting  them 
and  their  baggage  to  Tappan,  as  a  more  easy  and 
expeditious  method  of  joining  the  army  under  my 
immediate  command ;  to  cover  this  the  better,  a 
number  of  wagons  might  be  ordered  to  assemble  at 
the  landing  on  this  side,  in  order  to  receive  your 
baggage-  Or.  if  it  should  be  thought,  that  moving  a 
body  of  men  so  near  the  enemy  would  put  them  too 
much  upon  their  guard,  could  not  the  troops  be  em* 
barked  at  Peekskill,  under  pretence  of  reinforcing  the 
garrison  on  the  river,  in  order  to  expedite  the  works, 
and  actually  set  off  as  if  bound  thither ;  but,  under 
cover  of  darkness,  turn  and  push  down  the  river? 
But  here,  possibly,  a  difficulty  will  arise  on  account 
of  the  impracticability  of  getting  down  in  the  night, 
and  the  difficulty  of  being  concealed  in  any  creek  or 
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inlet  on  the  western  shore  in  the  day.  These  are  all 
matters  worthy  of  consideration,  and  I  have  nothing 
more  in  view,  than  to  lead  you  into  a  train  of  thinking 
upon  the  subject  Let  the  matter  be  communicated 
to  Generals  McDongall  and  George  Clinton,  for  their 
sentiments,  buC  under  strong  injunctions  of  secrecy, 
for  it  always  happens,  that  where  more  than  two  or 
three  arc  apprized  of  an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  the 
knowledge  of  it  always  gets  abroad,  which  must  inevi- 
tably defeat  any  measure  that  depends  upon  secrccy- 
The  place  at  which  I  should  propose  your  landing 
would  be  in  the  hollow  between  Fort  Washington 
and  Spiten  Devil.  It  is  a  good  Undiug-place,  and 
afTords  a  good  passage  into  the  road  leading  from 
Fort  Washington  to  the  bridge.  It  is  very  obscure, 
and  would  enable  you  to  fall  in  upon  the  back  of  the 
troops  at  Fort  Independence,  by  which  the  surprise 
would  be  greater  and  their  retreat  cut  off.  Thence 
your  troops  might,  or  might  not.  march  up  by  land, 
and  sweep  the  country  before  them  of  the  enemy  and 
provisions,  as  circumstances  would  justify.  After 
consulting  the  gentlemen  before  mentioned  on  the 
propriety  of  this  measure,  let  me  know  the  result  by  a 
careful  person,  and  when  the  plan  could  conveniently 
be  carried  into  execution/ 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate,  ifec 

ihc  aftih  of  May.  arc  the  following  instruciioiiii  .—'*  Le(  y\tx  ind  immonUr  of 
every  kind  be  diicotirag^d  u  much  a>k  jio>i5iblF  in  jrour  lirj^d«  ;  And.  u 
t  ctUpliin  isallowcrl  lo  «iii.-h  rcgimcnr,  unthxt  the  men  regulftrly  attend  divine 
wonhlp.  GAmin^  of  every  kind  it  uprcuJy  fui-lnJdeti,  uljcing  the  foundation 
of  evil,  fcdd  lh«  cAunf  ol  mftnya  bntvc  and  (^allfttit  ofScer't  niEn.  trsoiet  of 
rverciBe  for  unuMnient  nifty  not  only  be  permltied  bai  encoanecd," 


»' 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


Utit 


TO    GOVERNOR   TRITMBULU 

Moaki«Te>w?t,  26  May.  1777. 

Sir, 

1  was  yesterday  evening  honored  with  your  letter 
of  the  22d  instant  It  is  certainly  of  importanre 
that  I  should  have  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the 
enemy's  movements,  and  I  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for 
the  informattan  you  have  been  pleased  to  transmtton 
that  head. 

Your  anxiety  for  troops  to  remain  in  Connecticut, 
and  my  inability  to  grant  them,  when  1  examine 
matters  upon  a  large,  and  I  believe  just,  scale, 
distress  me  much.  1  assure  you,  sir,  no  requisition 
has  more  weight  with  me  than  yours,  nor  will 
ever  be  more  readily  granted  when  circumstanccii 
will  admit,  and  when  !  think  it  will  not,  in  its  conse- 
quences, be  injurious  to  the  general  good.  I  must 
lake  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  my  letters  of  the 
1  ith  and  23d  for  my  reasons  why  we  should  draw  our 
forces  to  a  point,  and  which,  I  tnist,  upon  considera- 
tion will  appear  good  and  satisfactory.  A  capita! 
object  in  the  enemy  s  plan  is  to  divide  and  distract 
our  attention.  For  this  purpose  has  the  division 
under  Lord  Percy  been  kept  so  long  at  Rhode 
Island,  expecting  from  thence,  that  :he  apprehension 
of  an  invasion,  or  their  penetrating  the  countr)*, 
would  prevent  any  troops  coming  from  the  eastward. 
Could  I  but  assemble  all  our  forces,  our  situation 
would  be  respectable,  and  such  1  should  hope,  as 
would  compel  General  Howe  to  employ  his  together, 
or  to  hazard  their  destruction.     On  the  other  hand. 


4 


»777] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


yn 


whilst  the  quotas  from  the  several  States  are  so 
extremely  deficient,  should  they  be  divided,  and  act 
in  detachments,  there  will  be  just  grounds  to  appre* 
hend  our  ruin.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GftKtNE. 

MuKKirrDiVK.  %•}  Uij-.  I777- 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  ordered  the  assistant-commissary  at  this  place 
to  repair  immediately  to  camp.  It  is  the  peculiar  mis- 
fortune  of  this  army  to  have,  generally  speaking,  the 
heads  of  the  diflferent  departments  always  absent,  when 
they  arc  most  wanted.  Two  months  was  I  laboring, 
as  hard  as  a  man  could,  to  gel  the  conimissarj'-general 
to  this  place,  and  had  scarcely  accomplished  it,  before 
the  Congress  ordered  him  to  Philadelphia ;  from 
whence  I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  bring 
him  back,  but  am  answered  that  he  is  detained  by 
order.  In  the  mean  while,  the  army  may  starve.  I 
will  again  send  to  him  by  express,  and  for  present 
supplies  advise  the  adoption  of  the  mode  you  pointed 
out,  by  your  taking  the  provision  out  of  the  countrj* 
about  Elizabe^thtown,  Newark,  and  Millstone,  because 
two  ends  will  be  answered  by  it 

On  the  road  to-day  1  met  a  person,  who  told  mc 
that  he  left  New  York  on  Saturday  noon ;  that  he  was 
desired  to  let  me  know,  rhat  a  *;uccessful  attack  might 
be  made  upon  Bninswic  ;  that  there  were  at  this  lime  a 
captain,  lieutenant,  and  two  sergeants  from  New  York, 
among  us  as  spies,  in  the  habit  of  countrymen  ;  that 
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seventy  sail  of  iransports  are  ready,  as  he  supposes,  by 
this  time  for  sailing ;  that  seven  of  them  were  fitted 
for  stores,  and  had  got  forage  on  board  ;  the  rest  de* 
signed  for  troops,  stores,  and  provisions  :  Philadelphia 
the  destination  talked  of ;  that  he  understood  some 
transports  arrived  on  Sunday  last,  with  troops  from 
Newport,  but  that  no  other  reinforcements  had  got  in, 
norany  vesselsfromEurope,  except  the  seventeen  pro- 
vision  ships  we  have  already  heard  of.  I  hope  Colo* 
nel  Dayton  reported  to  you  the  suspicious  person  met 
with  at  Bullion's  tavern,  and  that  you  have  had  him 
under  examination  before  this-     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   Of   CONGRESS. 

MoKKi«TO¥rH,  ifi  Maf,  1777- 

Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  yestcr* 
day  from  General  Howe.  Congress  will  perceive^  by 
referring  to  the  copy  of  his  letter  of  the  2ist  of  April 
transmitted  in  mine  of  the  26th,  that  he  persevered  in 
his  demand  for  an  equal  number  of  prisoners  to  be 
returned  for  those  sent  out  by  him  ;  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  controversy  between  us<  As  General 
Howe  has  called  upon  me  again  for  my  final  decision 
upon  the  subject,  and  Congress  are  fully  possessed  of 
it,  having  received  transcripts  of  every  paper  respecting 
it  I  wish  them  to  take  the  matter  under  their  earliest 
consideration,  and  to  inform  me  as  soon  as  they  can, 
whether  the  grounds  on  which  It  has  been  conducted 
by  me  are  agreeable  to  their  ideas,  and  whether  my 
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objections  are  or  are  not  to  be  departed  from.  The 
affair  is  pariicularly  staled  in  my  letter  of  the  9ih  ultimo 
to  General  Howe,  in  answer  to  the  paper  addressed  to 
me  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walcolt;  copies  of  which 
were  enclosed  in  my  letter  to  the  President  on  the 
loth  of  the  same  month-  The  dispute,  so  far  as  Gen- 
eral Lcc  is  concerned,  rests  at  present  on  their  declar- 
ing him  exchangeable,  as  other  prisoners  arc,  on  the 
principle  of  equality  of  rank;  to  ensure  which,  or  his 
safety,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hesstan 
field-otficers  are  detained.  The  other  objection  to 
returning  their  prisoners  is,  that  a  great  proportion 
of  those  sent  out  by  them  were  not  fit  subjects  of 
exchange  when  released,  and  were  made  so  by  the 
severity  of  their  treatment  and  confinement,  and 
therefore  a  deduction  should  be  made  from  the  list- 
Good  faith  seems  to  require,  that  we  should  return 
as  many  of  theirs  at  least  as  we  received  effectives 
from  them ;  I  mean  buch  a&  could  be  considered 
capable  of  being  exchanged ;  and  perhaps  sound 
policy,  that  the  agreement  subsisting  for  exchanges 
should  continue  On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  said, 
that  our  prisoners  in  general,  in  the  enemy's  hands 
at  presentt  will  have  greater  security  by  our  retaining 
them,  and  that  General  Howe  will  be  less  apt  to 
relinquish  any  part  of  his  claim,  the  more  the  num- 
ber in  our  hands  is  diminished  by  an  exchange. 

I  confess  I  am  under  great  difficulty  in  this  busi- 
ness. But  what  is  more  particularly  the  cause  of 
this  application,  is  the  latter  part  of  the  first  para- 
graph  of  the  enclosed  copy, — **  and  /or  your  dei^rmi- 
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naiioH  rtspecUng  (h^  prisoners  now  U^re^  thai  I  may 
fnake  my  arrangements  cueonitngfy"  This  is  couched 
in  terms  of  great  ambiguity ;  and  I  am  really  at  a 
loss  what  interpretation  to  give  it ;  whether  he  in- 
tends that  his  conduct  respecting  them  shall  be  as  I 
advise  (this  appears  more  favorable  than  can  well  be 
expected),  or  that,  if  the  previous  demand  is  not  an- 
swered in  a  satisfactory  manner,  he  shall  consider  them 
on  a  different  footing  from  that  on  which  our  former 
prisoners  were,  and  the  agreement  totally  dissolved. 
We  are  told  govcrnmc^nt  offered  the  prisoners  they 
took  to  the  India  Company,  and  they  have  procured 
an  act  dispensing  with  that  of  the  ha^as  ccrfius  in 
particular  cases  of  persons  supposed  inimical  to  them. 
How  far  they  or  their  commanders  may  adopt  these 
measures,  remains  to  be  known.  1  have  only  men- 
tioned them  as  they  respect  the  general  subject  of 
my  letter." 

Notwithstanding  my  recommendation,  agreeably 
to  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  sense  of  Congress, 
Lieutenant'CoIonel  Campbell's  treatment  continues 
to  be  such  as  cannot  be  justified  either  on  the  princi- 
ples of  generosity  or  strict  retaliation  ;  as  I  have 
authentic  information,  and  1  doubt  not  you  will  have 
the  same,  that  General  Lee's  situation  is  far  from 

'  A  bill  WIS  introduced  Into  PvliRmvni  In  Fcbniftr?  by  tb(  Hrllitti  miniitVT, 
cnnMiiig  ihp  king  io  "  ikiain  tnd  secure  pciuins  chftrgcd  with,  or  lupccied  of, 
hiith  Ircftfon.  commiCIcd  in  Ncirth  America,  or  on  Lhc  high  leflK,  or  of  jilncy." 
Tlic  purpijiic  of  lUc  niCAvufc  wiui  |rra<:Lkidly  Lu  Bu>pcnd  llic  habriu  coipiu  priri- 
IffQfl  ti>  H^l  suhpeFiFtl  [)#r4onh  (c  br  kppTchfnftcd,  and  la  conftpp  nh  pntcnct*  nf 
wir  iiH&oricrL  lolicn  from  the  "'  jrbeU."  and  in  the  ftct  of  pirvy.  After  ■  \ahg 
debuu  The  bill  vu  pu^ed  with  some  unrndmccti  in  the  Hoibo,  and  met  villi 
no  <tppOBition  in  ihv  Lordti,  ihe  Earl  vf  Abingdon  aloiw  cntirhng  a  protcat. 


«777] 


GEOUGE  IVASH/NGTOJ^. 


597 


being  rigorous  or  uncomfortable*  Except  hia  not 
being  pcrmUled  lo  go  al  lai^e  on  parole,  he  has  rea- 
son to  be  content  with  every  other  circumstance  of 
his  treatment 

I  am  just  moving  to  Boundbrook,  from  whence  I 
returned  yesterday  morning.  On  Monday  morning  a 
body  of  the  enemy  advanced  near  that  post  They 
retreated,  on  seeing  a  detachment  march  to  meet 
them*  There  was  some  firing  at  longshot  but  without 
any  great  damage-  We  had  only  three  men  slightly 
wounded.  What  their  Joss  was,  I  know  not ;  three 
of  their  light-horse  were  killed.  By  advices  from  the 
eastward^  the  troops  are  coming  from  Rhode  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c' 


TO    BRIGADIER-GENERAL    PARSOlfS. 

llKAti>QtrAftTSIlft,   MtDPLtOliaOK.  >9  M«]',  I777. 

Dear  Sir. 

I  was  just  now  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
by  Major  Humphreys.  The  intelligence  communi- 
cated by  it  is  truly  interesting  and  agreeable,  and 
now  I  shall  take  occasion,  not  only  to  give  you  my 
hearty  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  planning  the 
expedition  to  Long  Island,  but  to  return  my  sincere 
thanks  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meigs  and  to  all  offi- 
cers and  men  engaged  in  il  This  enterprise,  so  for- 
tunate in  the  execution*  will  greatly  distress  the 
enemy  in  the  important  and  essential  article  of  forage, 
and  reflects  much  honor  on  those,  who  performed  it. 
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1  shall  ever  be  happy  to  reward  merit  when  in  my 
power,  and  therefore  wish  you  to  inquire  for  a  vacant 
ensigncy  in  some  of  the  regiments  for  Sergeant  Gin* 
nings,  to  which  you  will  promote  him,  advising  me  of 
the  same  and  the  lime," 

A^  I  could  only  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  my  former 
letters  to  you  and  to  Governor  Trumbull,  on  the  sub* 

I  TbU  enleqirUc  vu  oae  of  tb«  moti  ipirited  ud  toccesiful  of  U)«  R«txjIu- 
lion.  Lieulenuil-ColOTid  Mvigij  vmb^rkod  from  N«w  Hi^vn  oa  Ili<  3ii(  of 
May*  wjih  iwi? Imntifci]  aJid  thiiLy^fmir  mc^i  in  thiitrcn  whalc^boati.,  W%  pn>- 
Cftdfid  lo  Gtiillnrd^  hiii  nn  mn-oimf  nf  Ihr  ^^a  hr  cnuM  iio<  pAt«  Uie  Sound  lilf 
Olc  a^d,  0(1  ihjil  (hy.  ftT>oul  onr  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  h«  left  GvJlford 
wflh  on?  humlrCLl  and  HvcMy  men.  under  convoy  of  iwo  artnod  iJoopi.  and 
cro»hcd  tlie  u>uni]  to  ^uihhotd,  where  he  AfrWed  %\  Kit  o'clock.  The  cntm^i 
troopi  on  UtU  pfttt  of  the  liUnd  hod  marched  foi  New  York  two  dayi  bdon ; 
but  il  wu  rcport«4l,  (bat  (here  woi  a  party  at  Sof  Harbor^  on  the  >oiitli  bruieh 
of  the  UUnd,  and  about  tifieen  roUei  di^tanL  Colonel  Meigs  ordered  th^ 
whole^booiK  lo  be  trmniporled  over  Und  Eo  ihe  bay.  bei^vcen  the  north  and 
south  branches  of  the  Jidand.  where  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  embirked. 
and  Al  twelve  o'clock  Bl  nighl  rhcy  urived  safely  on  Ihe  other  lide  of  Ihe  bay, 
within  foui  miles  of  Stg  lloihor. 

Here  th«  boats  were  tecared  in  a  vood  under  n  guard,  and  Ihe  remainder  «f 
ihe  deuchmeni  marched  quLckJy  to  ihc  linrbor,  where  they  arrived  at  tv^ 
o'dockf  in  the  greatest  order.  atlAcking  the  oulp«u  with  fixed  bayonets,  and 
proceeding  directly  lo  the  shipping  at  the  whirf.  The  alarm  was  giren,  and 
an  aimed  Khouner  with  Iwfflve  gunh  and  tevcniy  men  be^n  to  nrc  upon  them 
a,i  ilifl  djiitsncc  of  onu  liundred  and  Afty  yAtdi,  which  cobtinu^J  for  thrM 
quarEenof  an  hour ;  but  il  did  not  pret'cnt  Ihc  Iroops  f torn  cxecnliug  fbctr  drsigEl 
uilh  the  greatest  intrepidity  and  effect.  Twelve  brip  and  tloops.  orse  of 
which  was  an  armed  veuel  with  twelve  gunt,  one  hundred  and  Twenty  toat  of 
hfly,  com,  uatf;,  ten  hog^hcftd^  ol  rum.  and  a  lar)>c  <iu»nti[y  ol  merchaodite 
nerr  colLrcly  deiitroycd»  ^Ix  uf  the  ciictny  were  killed  And  niuety  (akea  piii- 
oavn.  Not  ftno  o\  Cul-  Mei|Et'«  in«n  wu^  Hthor  killed  or  wounded.  Hi  »- 
turned  to  Guilford  at  two  o'clock  lo  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  having  b»D 
atiMtit  only  twenty-five  hourt»  and  in  thitt  lime  trana|jarlcd  bis  troopt  fait 
ninety  miles  by  land  and  n'aier.  And  cotnpleted  his  undertaking  with  ihc  ooit 
entire  succeii,— tienenl  J'anrfjns  jVX  Litter^  May  i%\b.  Congress  Toccd  that 
a,  kword  bhuuld  be  presented  id  Lientenan  I -Colonel  Mcigi.  at  a  token  of  thear 
senoe  of  the  "  prudence,  activity,  cnEerprisc.  and  volot,^'  with  which  tbit  <jt|v- 
dition  had  been  conducted." Jf>w™rt/j,  June  Jjih.  The  Commander-ip- 
chief  also  published  the  event  wiih  applause  in  general  orders. — ^arkt. 
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ject  of  his  and  the  Assembly's  request  for  part  of  the 
troops  to  remain  in  Connecticut,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say  more  respecting  it.  than  that  I  cannot 
possibly  comply  with  it  at  this  time.  The  passes  and 
fortifications  in  the  fiighlands  arc  of  the  last  im- 
portance, and  every  means  in  our  power  must  be 
employed  to  secure  them.  If  the  enemy's  movements, 
which  roost  probably  will  be  understood  in  a  little  time, 
should  be  such  as  to  show  that  Hudson's  River  Is  not 
their  object,  and  the  state  of  the  troops  will  admit, 
1  shall  with  great  pleasure  post  a  part  of  them  about 
White  Plains  and  Stamford,  and  give  every  protec- 
tion I  can  to  Connecticut,  consistent  with  the  general 
interest ;  but  till  these  events  take  place,  neither  pru- 
dence nor  policy  will  justify  me  in  sparing  men.  You 
will,  agreeably  to  my  request,  repair  to  Feekskill 
after  making  the  necessary  orders  about  the  troops. 
I  am.  with  great  esteenf,  Ac 


TO  GOVERNOR    HENRV. 

HKAD-QuARTKRS.  MiboLEBROOK.  3t  Mty,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  this  morning  received  information,  which  I  be- 
lieve is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  on  Saturday  last  a 
large  fleet,  consisting  of  a  hundred  sail,  left  New 
York  and  stood  out  to  sea.  Whither  they  are  des- 
tined, or  what  they  had  on  board,  remains  to  be 
known.  If  possessing  Hudson's  River  should  not  be 
General  Howe's  first  object,  I  should  suppose  his 
operations  will  be  against  Philadelphia^  and  that  this 
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Fleet,  if  they  have  troops  on  board,  are  bound  into 
the  Delaware  Bay.  Though  my  opimon  is  as  above, 
yet  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  that  it 
may  be  expedient  to  put  your  militia  upon  the  most 
respectable  footing,  that  circumstances  will  admit, 
lest  their  destination  should  be  more  southern.  At 
the  same  time  that  I  mention  this,  I  would  advise, 
that  they  should  be  immediately  supplied  with  am- 
munition, or  that  it  be  so  deposited  tn  the  hands  of 
the  several  committees,  or  other  proper  persons,  thai 
it  may  be  had  upon  the  most  sudden  emergency.  The 
former  would  be  by  far  the  most  eligible  mode,  if 
they  would  keep  it  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
given. 

Should  this  fleet  arrive  on  your  coast,  and  the 
enemy  attempt  to  penetrate  the  country,  or  to  make 
incursions,  I  would  recommend,  that  the  earliest 
opposition  be  made  by  parties  and  Detachments  of 
Militia,  without  waiting  to  collect  a  large  Body.  1 
am  convinced  this  would  be  attended  with  the  most 
salutary  consequences,  and  that  greater  advantages 
would  be  derived  from  it  than  by  deferring  the  oppo- 
sition, till  you  assemble  a  number  equal  to  that  of 
the  enemy.  By  pursuing  this  mode,  they  will  be 
much  annoyed,  and  will  receive  an  early  impression 
of  the  unfavorable  disposition  of  the  people  towards 
them.  Besides,  they  will  not  have  the  same  oppor- 
tunity of  establishing  themselves,  as  they  otherwise 
would ;  and  it  may  be  added,  that  militia,  acting  in 
la^e  bodies,  for  want  of  discipline  are  unwieldly, 
difficult  to  conduct,  and  less  apt  to  render  propor- 
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tionate  services-  These  hints  1  take  the  liberty  to 
suggest  and  submit  to  you  as  worthy  of  attention. 
In  the  course  of  this  week,  eighteen  transports  have 
arrived  at  York  with  troops,  supposed  to  be  forelgji, 
from  their  uniforin.  Whether  they  are  immediately 
from  Germany,  or  those  who  were  in  Canada,  is  a 
matter  of  conjecture.  Some  have  imagined  the  Lat- 
ter would  be  called  to  reinforce  General  Howe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 
P.  S.  I  must  beg  your  attention  to  my  Letter  on 
the  Subject  of  filling  your  Regiments,  It  is  a  matter 
of  the  last  importance  &  their  present  weak  state 
does  not  furnish  by  any  means  the  Quota  assigned 
you.  1  trust  and  am  persuaded  no  exertions  will 
be  omitted  to  effect  this  Salutary  and  desirable  event. 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

It BAn-Qu AKTEKS,  MlDDtEMOOK.  J(  MajT.    1777* 

Sir, 

Monsieur  Ducoudray  is  just  arrived  at  camp,  and 
proposes  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  Philadelphia,  What 
his  views  are,  1  am  uncertain,  having  had  no  conver- 
sation with  him  upon  the  subject ;  but  1  find  an  idea 
prevails,  that  there  is  an  agreement  between  Mr.  Deane 
and  him,  that  he  shall  have  the  chief  command  of  the 
artillery.  How  well  founded  this  opinion  may  be,  I 
cannot  determine ;  but,  if  it  be  true,  it  may  involve 
the  most  injurious  consequences.  General  Knox, 
who  has  deservedly  acquired  the  character  of  one  of 
the  most  valuable  officers  in  the  service,  and  who. 
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comliating  almost  innumerable  difficulties  in  the 
department  he  fills,  has  placed  the  artillcrj-  upon  a 
footing  that  docs  him  the  greatest  honor,  he,  I  am 
persuaded,  would  consider  himself  injured  by  an 
appointment  superseding  his  command,  and  would 
not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  continue  in  the  service- 
Should  such  an  event  take  place  in  the  present  state 
of  things,  there  would  be  too  much  reason  to  apprc-i 
hend  a  train  of  ills,  such  as  might  convulse  and 
unhinge  this  important  department. 

Supposing  Monsieur  Ducoudray  to  have  made  such 
an  agreement  the  case  is  of  great  difficulty,  and  in 
my  opinion  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, Yet  may  not  means  be  slill  devised  to  satisfy 
this  gentleman  by  appointing  him  to  some  command 
not  derogatory  to  his  promised  rank,  and  which  will 
be  agreeable  to  him  ?  From  the  recommendations 
we  have  had  of  him,  I  am  obliged  to  esteem  him  of 
high  character,  and  of  great  knowledge  in  what  he 
professes;  and,  from  this  consideration  and  the  man- 
ner  in  which  he  is  mentioned  to  "us,  it  appears  that 
much  address  and  delicacy  must  be  used  to  conciliate 
matters.  Many  reasons,  besides  those  I  have  noted, 
might  be  assigned  for  continuing  General  Knox  first 
in  command  in  this  department,  which,  on  reflection, 
will  readily  occur.  I  would  only  observe,  without 
insinuating  the  most  distant  shadow  of  distrust  of 
Monsieur  Ducoudra/s  honor,  candor,  or  integrity, 
that,  on  the  general  maxims  of  prudence  and  policy, 
it  may  be  questioned  with  much  propriety,  whether 
so  important  a  command  as  that  of  the  artillery'  should 
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be  vested  in  any  but  a  native,  or  one  attached  by  the 
tics  of  interest  to  these  States.  Congress  will  be 
pleased  to  excuse  the  freedom  I  have  used  upon  this 
occasion,  and,  I  trust,  will  impute  it  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  which  gave  rise  to  it/  I  have  the 
honor,  &c.' 


TO    RICHARD    HENRY    LEK. 

Mii)DLicn«ooK.  T  Jane,  it7T. 

Dear  Sir, 

By  your  favor  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  perceive  my  let- 
ter of  the  t7th  has  been  expressed  in  too  strong 
terms,  I  did  not  mean  by  the  words,  "to  get  nd  of 
importunity,"  to  cast  the  smallest  reflection  ;  indeed 
the  hurry  with  which  I  am  obliged  to  write  the  few 
private  letters  I  attempt,  will  not  allow  me  to  consider 
the  force  and  tendency  of  my  words :  nor  should  I 


'  Kcftd  ID  <;on(Er««Jufie9d,     Referred  to  Ihc  Bmrd  oF  Wtr. 

'Soon  iRcr  Mr  IJcanciL  arrival  m  Fnuicc,  he  WM  visited  by  M^nileuT  Ihj- 
cuuctr*;.  iben  a(i  uHicci  in  tlic  KrciiL.li  icrvicc,  vrho  offered  hi*  aid  to  Mr.  De4fl« 
in  tn^MiniE  liira  tn  prcwuf*  miliMTy  tuppliei,  pmyioting  himulf  to  join  th* 
American  irmy  cm  ctriftm  conditioni.  It  wftt  known  that  the  French  lEovem- 
ment  tpprivcd  these  advance*  <m  the  ptrt  of  Montieur  Ducoudny,  uA  bb 
propnsaU  were  accepted  hy  Mr  Pcane^  Actording  to  the  ■rrangenteiit,  Du- 
coudraj  wv  id  proceed  Uo  America  In  >  vtaseJ  fTttghted  with  lireurmb,  cannun. 
uid  other  ttUllAry  buppllet ;  ind  Mr.  D«in«  asrvfHl,  tliai  h*  iliouM  have  ch« 
command  of  the  artillery,  and  the  rank  of  major-tzeneral.  with  the  pay  of  thai 
nuik.  Before  he  Led  France,  however,  Mr,  De«ne  Ifccame  ditAiIttlied  with  bit 
tonducl.  andwrott  on  the  aubjecl  to  Ci>ngrc»*, — See  Di^itmatu  Csmtpandtnet 
»/  the  AmrriiOH  Hr^wlutint.  tuI.  1,,  pp.  34,  loa.  When  Ducoudray  arrived 
in  rhiikdcTphii^  and  presented  hik  nfrecmeni  wi(h  Deane  and  olhei  papers  to 
Congreta,  ihey  *err  referred  to  the  fTrinimltlee  on  Knreign  AppUeal&ont-  II 
■ppca»d  that  he  had  4t>  conktmeted  hit  pUn,  thai  he  wat  to  cinnmand  the 
cngLQeen  a»  well  •«  the  ariilleiy.  The  Affair  woi  impended,  and,  in  itt  pfog- 
i«i«,  occationoJ  agood  deal  of  uneasineu  end  difficulty,  among  both  the  f«mfa 
and  the  iiaiive  uflUccn, — S/ntrAi 
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have  been  suqirised,  if  the  fact  had  really  been  so,  if 
I  am  to  judge  of  their,  I  mean  foreigners'  applications 
to  Congress,  by  those  to  myself ;  for  it  is  not  one, 
nor  twenty  explanations,  that  will  satisfy  the  cravings 
of  these  people's  demands. 

You  will,  bc^fore  this  can  reach  you,  have  seen  Mon- 
^eur  Ducoudray.  What  his  real  expectations  arc, 
and  what  his  agreements  with  Mn  Deanc,  I  know 
not ;  but  I  fear,  if  his  appointment  is  equal  to  what  I 
have  been  told  is  his  expectation,  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  unhappy  consequences.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  policy  of  entrusting  a  department,  on  the 
due  execution  of  which  the  salvation  of  the  army 
depends^  to  a  foreigner,  who  has  no  other  tie  to  bind 
him  to  the  interests  of  this  country  than  honor,  I 
would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  by  putting  Mon- 
sieur Ducoudray  at  the  head  of  the  artiller>\  you  will 
lose  a  very  valuable  officer  in  General  Knox,  who  is 
a  man  of  great  military  reading,  sound  judgment,  and 
clear  conceptions.  He  has  conducted  the  affriirs  of 
that  department  with  honor  to  himself,  and  advantage 
to  the  public,  and  will  resign  if  any  one  is  put  over 
him.'     My  last  return  of  the  army  will  give  you  our 

■  A  nonih  kler  a  repeal  reached  the  c«nJi>.  tliX  Congrcu  libl  App<4nl«d 
DnCN:>uc1niy  A  iniijckr.g4-ii«rn1  in  the  AmpTiran  unny.  unci  th«f  hr  n-it  t^  tkl^ 
comiiuind  o(  tUc  ftrtillCTy,  Wiihout  waiting  lo  have  thii  rumor  con^nned 
from  A^y  oHiciAl  tiouroc*  Gfneriitt  Greenp,  ^allivnn,  ami  Knot  wTote  each 
lo  ConercBii  a  iaconk  rpi-ille.  Uled  on  the  <4nic  d«y.  \xa\  TCcivntcd,  thai, 
vbonJd  the  Tad  be  an.  thcrj  mijjlit  \%x\c  pcfdiiaiioiL  lo  rcUic  fium  the 
■naj.     The  foDowiag  is  h  copy  of  General  Grecne'i  letler  lo  the  Prciid^ni  of 

CoafTos: 

*Xamp  at  Mioi^lkukook,  [  Julf,  1777* 
•■Sia, 

**  A  report  ie  drcuUting  here  ftl  cavnp.  that  Moiihifur  DDcauiSray,  a 
Frvach  (cnilcman,  it  a{^(>otn(cd  a  major-ncncrcLl  in  thcscrvtcc  of  tlK  Uaitvd 
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strength,  and  show  the  state  of  the  recruiting  ser\'icCt 
which  seems  to  be  at  an  end.  The  regiments  of 
Pennsylvania,  indeed,  appear  to  be  growing  worse ; 
and,  unless  some  coercive  method  can  be  hit  upon  to 
complete  battalions,  I  see  no  chance  of  doing  it 
General  Howe's  r^ncouragement,  by  proclamation, haft 
occasioned  great  desertions  from  our  army  to  his, 
with  the  loss  of  arms;  this  I  have  represented  to 
Congress,  and  submitted  to  them  the  propriety  of 
offering  sometliing  back  by  way  of  counteraction,  but 
have  received  no  answer;  and  this,  being  frequently 
the  case,  leaves  me  often  in  a  very  disagreeable  state 
of  suspense,  from  which  a  simple  yea  or  nay  would 
relieve  me. 

If  some  effectual  mode  is  not  devised  to  fill  the 
regiments,  it  is  impossible^  at  least  very  unlikely,  that 
any  effectual  opposition  can  be  given  to  the  British 
army  with  the  troops  we  have,  whose  numbers  diminish 
more  by  desertion,  than  they  increase  by  enlistments, 

Sl«te«,  hit  nuik  to  Mmmcace  from  Ihc  lit  of  b^tt  Auifuti.  Tf  Uie  fquirt 
he  true,  Tl  vill  lay  me  andcr  the  necessity  of  rti^i^ing  my  commis^on. 
1ft  DU  Appofntmeni  lupcncdei  mc  In  comnmnd.  I  bc£  yon  wiD  «c- 
qu«ifkl  me  with  tctpcct  to  the  tmth  of  ilic  report,  uad,  \i  tfii«^  encloae 
me  1  permit  to  retire.  1  ftm,  with  grc^t  respect,  your  mHl  cbe<lf«nr  humble 
fcrvanL  N,  GuitiCNt," 

The  lettcn  of  GentraJ  Sullivan  *nd  Genewil  Knox  were  of  the  uwnc  purport, 
tnd  clothed  in  nurlj  the  lamc  langoA^e.  After  liking  itie  subject  inio  con- 
ildemikin,  Congret^.  on  iIiq  KiMJtt  frDiii  John  Adaiii>,  molvwl,  "Th&I  the 
Prmtdrni  Tratictnit  to  Gm^vl  WaiM^Kton  ropi«  if  the  wv*fo)  lettrn  from 
General!  SuUlvan.  Orrieiie*  and  Knoi  to  Cotii*rfA,  dated  July  tsL,  1777,  with 
direcdoiu  to  blm  to  let  Ihfte  nfficcin  know,  ihil  Con^rpw  coTLikler  the  uid 
letter*  as  aji  aiLempI  to  InAuencr  ileir  dedhlon^  an  tnvujon  of  the  Ubertiei  of 
the  peO|3lc,  iniL  ^  thdicaiini*  ^  want  %A  cmifidrnce  in  (be  JuMtkc  iA  Con^rctt ; 
iJut  it  in  Rp«c(?d  by  ConiE"^*^'  ^*  ""'^l  cfficen  will  make  proper  acknowlcd^ 
aientti  for  an  Uirrference  of  «o  daneerouK  a  tendency  ;  bul.  if  tny  of  thoM 
ofBccra  are  uriirilliDE  to  serve  their  concEry  under  the  authority  of  Ccmgresi, 
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I  have  requested  tl\e  director-general  of  the  hospital 
here,  as  it  is  properly  within  his  line,  to  take  notice  of 
the  report,  which  you  say  prevails  to  the  southward 
concerning  the  sick,  and  to  remark  upon  it  in  the 
gazettes.     1  am,  &c. 

th«f  Rh«U  b«  at  libarty  In  r««i^  tlwr  <oomunoTU  «Ad  fcrfrg  /'— ywnrt-rih 
Jul^  7th.  7*hr  rrporl  wsi  tinfoun'l^,  Congms  haring  made  no  ndi  Appofnt. 
meat  :  nor,  when  ifie  IctUn  vcre  written,  h«d  llic  cuf  of  DncontlTfty  bcpta 
brouGht  in  %  fonna)  manner  be-fote  (hem.  Jt  w»  csllcil  up,  howerer.  ■bom 
Ihc  urtie  tjni«,  and  arier  ihre«  or  lour  dayt~  debate.  Con^n*  <kfcnnin«d  ooi 
Id  ladfy  Ihe  tfcdiy  caicied  mlobclitcen  Mi-  Dcmi«  jnJ  Mufjucu:  DdCQUilray. 
Th*  CDmniib«ioner«   in    Fran'^   had   h^cn    inilntct'il  by  Conj^u   t*  procure 

n  kw  COfKl  entf*n^«T*  'o^  'ht  Amencan  ^ervivc.  Thn"  enir^c^*  'our  officen  ol 
iMt  d«4cri|>lioQ,  *ho  held  commisiioni  in  the  Ftcncii  army,  nmmcl)'.  Dcportail, 
l^unioy.  Ra4i^,  atid  Gcuvion. — Sec  Diptumatit  CerrnfvnJfntt,  voL  i-, 
p.  sfi5.  TbcM  officer*  mm?  <q  the  United  Atntr»  wtth  the  know1ed|>e  and  tf- 
probation  of  iho  Frtnoh  govcniin^iic,  anJ  u-ere  ihc  only  onei  en^ii^d  bj  tbc 
apren  authority  of  CobfeiK-  The  conUaclmoJe  between  them  ind  thBCnm. 
muaionen,  Frankim  and  Dcanc.  vas  conlitincd  ,  and  DnportJit  vis  ippojaEeil 
colonel  of  engineers,  Laumoy  and  llAdicre  lieutenant- cob nel^  and  Gouv^on 
majofn  llicy  proved  to  be  valuable  officers,  and  their  *er>ic«  tn  the  enc^ntet 
Jeparlmei>i  watg  of  c4HnliM  Intportunce  during  [he  w&(.^'^t>**fd/'.  July  fitJt, 
Ocifiber  3d. 

"  ]  have  no  wish  to  *«e  »nch  a  luze  proponlon  of  important  offioo  in  the 
military  department  in  Ihe  hand)  of  foftigneriv  I  ctnnol  help  conniderLni; 
them  ii\  tomany  ipin  U\  our  camp,  ready  to  lake  their  meainret  as  their  iatcrett 
may  dirccL  If  forcigncn  %re  fnUufti^Led.  (Iieii  comninncl  bhould  not  be  veey 
nIcDJiivc.  then  the  injury  cannot  be  pvaT  ;  bui  flrcm  in  thU  ewe  it  U  aA  injur 
to  America,  fur  the  multiplj'ini:  foreign  otTicerq  ipvcf  ut  no  internal  strengtli, 
A  good  nureery  of  ofliceu,  nur^d  by  eipi^Heiii^c-.  finnly  artftchtd  Co  the  inlrresi 
of  Ihe  country,  \a  a  erc«l  ^curiiy  j^gahi^i  foreign  Invadcn.  'I~he  only  tie  tlul 
we  have  upon  foreienen,  Is  Uic  lentlment  of  hanor,  too  ilcnder  for  the  Jiappinets 
of  «  country  to  depend  upon, — while  offKer*  elected  from  ainOD|t  the  j^uplc-  are 
bound,  nol  only  hy  The  ttes  of  honor,  hui  hy  Ihst  of  inierebi  and  family  cotuikv 
tior.  We.  in  many  initances.  we  the  power  of  Briluh  gold  :  let  Uh  not  nofileet 
\o  guard  againki  iEv  inftuenct^  1  have  no  iulttow  prejudice*  upon  this  imbj«ct, 
i>eilher  htve  1  my  priviie  diflvrvnon  with  any  of  thcae  fentlenien-  My 
gpinioii  1%  fuundtd  ujjun  (hr  |^neml  conduct  nf  mankind,'"— ^t^Vwrra/ <;nvi«K, 
^B  May,  1777 

"  \  iiiuat  ai;aiij  repeal  the  ijnpropriely  of  creatine  wo  many  foreign  olbcerh, 
A  very  coiikHlcrable  part  of  our  force  will  jet  into  their  haodv  Whai  method 
c»P  Great  BriUin  take  to  defeat  ilk  more  cRectuatly  than  to  introduce  a  greM 
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TO   THK    PRRSIDENT    0¥    CONGRESS, 

HftAI>-Q(;4RTBi1t«)   MlDDLJlBhOOK,  )  Junvp  (777' 

Sir, 

I  would  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  few  tines  to 
Congress  on  a  matter,  which  appears  to  me  of  im- 

number  d(  foreignen  info  the  army,  ■n't  hin^  (hem  1o  <htir  inrvrtvl  bj'  lonM 
v«ry  iiilcEt»tin|C  coniidcmtions ?  Thit  ehii  i«  practicibk.  nobod)"  wilJ  duabu 
Tlul  vc  ought  tn  guard  AgAin&i  Li,  everybody  inuhi  allow.  Hritihh  ^Id  may 
rtuon  forcibly  vJUi  thotc  whcsc  hopes  Jind  fulurc  fxpcciaiiviu  arc  not  con- 
nmcd  wiih  the  people  they  bccray.  "— Cr*wv  to  John  Adamt,  W  May,  177B. 

■■  Cvnjpicto  In  ibe  LeeiiiDLrig.  went  upon  a  vety  iuiixliciuu*  plaii  with  ie*pccl 
to  Kr^nchmen.  To  every  idveattircr  th*t  r*mc,  without  cv*ii  the  Jibfltlow  of 
crcdentiaU.  ihey  gave  the  rank  of  tield  olHceji,  ThU  clrcumiTancc.  «ccoiidrn|> 
Ihe  tipinns  iiUp«ition  nnionl  to  iho«  pcopU,  tarried  the  cipectarioni  of 
tho!ie  who  hfld  rrally  any  preLeniiont  to  the  chnrAcirr  ol  mfhcen  to  a  leiifib 
that  cscccds  all  the  bounds  of  ttodvatjoc-  As  it  wftt  impowble  I«  pufioe  tlii* 
tmpobtie  plan,  tbe  C^^ngmt  bav«  b«guit  tor^treneb  their  etee«ive  Uberaliiy  ; 
and  the  co&tequcnce  hai  b<«n,  nnjvenal  dtcguit  and  discontent. 

"  It  wculd,  perh,api.  bo  injurious,  ai  [he  Frvnch  art  much  addicted  Id 
(lationiL  piimiili",  (0  run  iuio  the  op|M>itv  extmue  10  diat  tint  embraced, 
and,  by  [hat  mean,  cmic  a  i^etieml  cJunor  and  dimlbfactbn.  I'olicj  su|;g«it« 
ihv  proprivty  of  diat:nininAiin|-  a  fw  «f  th«  mo«t  d«Mnring.  and  endH^orin|- 
(o  Leep  them  in  temper.  «Ttn  by  {ratifying  them  bcyi\nd  what  they  (au 
reuonAbly  pretend  t<x  'V\\\\  will  enable  u»  to  Uiake  ofT  the  defpicablF  part 
with  tffetx.  and  to  turn  a  deaf  car  to  the  cx<irbltanT  dcmancU  of  the  nmny.  It 
will  cuily  be  believed  in  fronce  ihu  iheLr  uant  of  merit  i^cciutoned  thrir 
waut  uf  micceak»  from  the  extraordinary  oiarka  of  favor  that  Iuyc  been  cun' 
frnvd  on  olbcr\;  wh«mu,  <he  EinlTrd  voifr  of  eompTalnt  From  the  wlmle. 
mJchI  make  ilJ  imprtMionk  in  their  own  country,  which  it  U  not  our  interevt 
should  exist. 

"  We  are  already  cieatty  embamutcd  vjtb  the  Frenchmen  among  iu  ;  and, 
fruiu  (Ike  ncniiiii  of  tTie  people,  tluill  cootLnue  to  be  u.  It  were  to  be  wiihed. 
thai  our  ancftU  in  tmnie,' ini'lefld  of  coiininc  tbetnio  come  out,  were  malrui^icd 
to  i^ve  no  encouragement,  but  where  they  could  not  help  it :  that  it,  where 
applications  were  mude  to  them  by  perai^ins  counienan<.ed  and  supported  by 
£TeaC  men,  whom  it  «rould  be  impolitic  to  ditoblige-  Be  amtcd.  Sir,  wt  ^11 
never  be  ibie  lo  larisfy  them  ;  and  they  can  be  of  no  u>te  to  u«,  at  Leut  ft^r 
»ome  Ibue.  Their  ignorance  of  our  InnguiiKe  ;  of  ihc  diitpoiicion  of  the  people ; 
Ihe  VMOurc^  and  drfidendet  of  Iht?  country  :  Iheir  ciwn  hahili  ind  trnipvr*  - 
■U  dietc  are  diiqualifi cations  thai  put  it  <]iit  of  their  power  to  be  of  any  real 
^e^ricelou»,  Vuu  will  consider  what  I  have  said  entirely  as  my  own  tcnti* 
menla." — Hamilton  to  Dutr^  0  May,  1777, 
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portance»  and  which  is  considered  in  the  same  light 
by  many  of  our  oflficers,  and  others  not  tnthc  military 
line.  The  subject  I  allude  to  ts  the  condition  of  many 
persons  now  with  the  enemy,  who,  deluded  by  their 
arts  and  a  misguided  attachment  to  their  measures,  fled 
from  the  protection  of  tlie  States,  to  find  security  with 
them,  and  who  in  many  instances  are  in  arms  against 
us.  It  has  been  suggested  through  various  channels, 
and  the  suggestion  seems  to  be  credited,  especially  as 
some  have  already  escaped,  that  many  of  these  un- 
happy people,  convinced  of  their  error  and  the  wicked 
part  they  have  taken,  would  embrace  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  leaving  the  enemy  and  returning  among 
us,  were  they  sure  of  being  received  into  our  friend* 
ship  again,  and  of  enjoying  their  property  and  the 
rights  of  citizens. 

This  subject,  in  the  consideration  of  it,  strikes  me 
as  important,  interesting,  and  delicate,  involving 
many  consequences  worthy  of  mature  deliberation 
and  attention.  As  such,  and  deeming  my^f  in- 
competent to  it,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  it  to 
Congress  for  their  discussion,  to  take  such  measures 
therein  as  they  shall  esteem  necessary  and  right. 
If  these  people,  particularly  those  in  arms,  are  ingcn- 
uous  in  what  has  been  hinted,  and  it  is  their  wish,  or 
that  of  any  considerable  part  of  them,  to  return,  I 
should  suppose  it  would  be  expedient,  and  founded 
in  sound  policy,  to  give  every  suitable  assurance  to 
induce  them  to  come  Such  an  event  would  be  at*- 
tended  with  salutary  effects,  would  weaken  the  enemy, 
distress  them  greatly,  and  would  probably  have   a 
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most  happy  inHucnce  in  preventing  others  from  join- 
ing their  arms.  On  the  other  haad,  the  indulgence 
may  be  liable  to  great  abuse,  supposing  it  not  to  be 
duly  guarded  ;  or,  if  the  effects  produced  by  it  should 
be  partial,  they  will  not  be  adequate  to  the  ends  in 
view.  Yet,  as  the  enemy  on  their  part  are  using 
every  device  they  are  capable  of,  to  seduce  both  sol- 
diers and  citizens  from  our  service  into  theirs,  and 
have  succeeded  but  too  well>  it  is  generally  thought 
in  the  military  line,  that  something  should  be  at- 
tempted to  counteract  them.  Whether  Congress 
will  be  of  the  same  sentiment,  and,  if  they  should, 
what  and  how  extensive  the  mode  and  indulgence 
ought  to  be,  is  entirely  with  them. 

There  is  one  difficulty  that  occurs  to  me,  supposing 
the  measure  to  be  adopted.  What  line  of  discnmi- 
nation  can  be  drawn  upon  such  an  occasion,  though 
circumstances  should  differ  and  <;eem  to  require  it? 
While  the  poor,  deluded,  ignorant^  duped  by  artifices 
and  a  thousand  causes  to  lead  them  wrong,  have  a 
claim  to  their  country's  pardon  and  indulgence,  there 
are  many  of  well-informed  understanding,  who,  from 
their  early-avowed  hostile  dispositions  and  inveterate 
disregard  of  her  rights,  and  those  who  have  taken  a 
double  and  triple  part,  cannot  have  the  same  preten- 
sions ;  whose  only  view  in  returning  may  be  to  serve 
their  own  sordid  purposes,  and  the  better  to  promote 
those  plans  they  have  steadily  pursued. 

One  thing  more  I  would  obst:r\e,  which  is,  that  if 
Congress  judge  an  adoption  of  measures  eligible  on 
the  subject  of  my  letter,  the  sooner  it  is  come  into 
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the  better,  for  the  most  obvious  reasons;  and  the 
time  allowed  for  those  to  return,  who  wish  the  indul- 
gence, should  be  Bxed  at  a  short  period  not  longer  in 
my  opinion  that  till  the  —  day  of  - — -  next  ;  other- 
wise they  may  avail  chemselves  of  the  circumstance, 
and  wait  events  to  decide  their  choice.  If  any  good 
consequences  are  produced,  the  meanscan  be  renewed 
and  further  extended.  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
excuse  rae  for  thus  freely  communicating  my  senti- 
ments, especially  when  I  assure  them  that  they  are 
dictated  by  what  I  esteem  my  duty.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c. 

P-  S.  The  more  1  consider  the  Subject  of  my  Let- 
ter, the  more  important  and  interesting  it  appears,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  if  the  measure  proposed  should 
be  deemed  expedient,  that  it  will  be  better,  that  the 
indutgencies  and  assurances  fortheir  return,  should  be 
communicated  thro*  the  medium  of  some  Second, 
secret  Hand,  qualified  to  offer  them,  and  negotiate 
the  business,  rather  than  by  an  Act  of  public  Author- 
ity, Opportunities,  I  should  suppose,  may  be  found, 
by  which  they  may  obtain  due  information,  in  that 
way,  and  which  will  not  hold  out  to  the  Enemy 
the  same  cause  of  Suspicion  and  of  vigilance  pre- 
vent iheir  escaping.  Whatever  more  shall  be  con- 
sidered most  advisable,  should  be  immediately 
adopted.  What  time  should  be  allowed  in  the  first 
instance,  I  am  at  a  loss  lo  determine.  If  the  contin- 
uance is  too  short,  there  may  be  danger  of  their  not 
being  apprized  so  as  to  get  off.     If  't  is  too  long. 
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they  11  defer  matters  to  the  last  and  act  then  as  cir- 
cumstances of  Interest  dictate;  to  err  in  the  form 
will  be  least  injurious/ 


TO   THE    FRESIDCHT   OP   CONGRESS, 

MiDDLXSftOOK.  5  June,  177?. 
Sift. 

I  this  morning  had  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the 
5th  with  its  enclosures.  The  resolution  of  the  30th 
of  May.  respecting  the  French  gentlemen,  who  came 
passengers  in  the  Amphitrite,  reached  camp  before 

'  Rdd  in  Congress  June  <^(h.     Referred  lo  (he  Board  or  War 

"  Whertai  (^enrr^l  Jlowc  hat  by  o9en  at  reward  cndeavottd  lo  induce  ibc 
MUlcfiof  (Ke  United  St«lc«  Uf  de*crt  *<iit  £0  uvcrlo  Mm  .  /feitffvttl,  Th«l  Gcii- 
«rBl  Wuhington  be  empoiVttiPAd  toofler  «iich  revirdt  at  hv  fahill  judge  propvr 
10  dcierten  from  the  enemy,  vhelficr  hone  or  ftwt,  cncou  raging  tliem  byiuiW- 
bk  affen  (o  bring  wilh  thcTiL!htir*nn*BndhQrwi/"— ^w/rm/j,  4  June,  1777. 

"I  hive  Tetcittd  Information  ibnt  ihe  Kegimcnl  amteryour  command  have 
refub^Iu  doduiy.  or  come  10  cam |j  for  thai  purpose,  and  g^Hn|r  u,  ihdrrcn&on 
ihal  th^y  v«r«K«i  «tl  l-ihtrtyon  Parole  and  afc  ihervfore  offA^d  of  fallirii;  aico- 
ond  lime  into  the  Hnemy'i  hands — ThU  I  would  w-Ulingiy  disbelieve — aa  1 
<annoi  be  of  opinion  ihil  any  ofIic«r  vri>uld  suffer  men  to  ict  or  >peak  in  llMt 
n)anncr^-4v  Ihoy  mubl  be  ^leniihle  Ihat  men  ^vcre  noE  Enlinted  merely  to  make 
dM  of  Ihe  Public.  Money  ami  provJMori  ami  when  uiUcrl  Eo  rrnl  tt^rrice,  prc^tead 
ia|-ivc  Any  ucuipc  lot  mr\  tuniplyjiig  wiih  Onlrrt— 1  vhuult]  m|>pQie  (heic  can* 
nc%i  h*  m  £T*a(  mnny  itt  rhrm  (mdn  ihfsr  i:irc^uTTi«tacrr«.  and  if  ifpri>  arr  they 
mnit  hitv  kouwn  Ihe  eundiltorit  a(  the  lime  of  Enlklmcnt."— J^u^^/jv^Ma /i^ 
thr  Cammttn^iaj^  &fittff  *•/ /'rrtniyhania  /it£immtal  f>/fw  Tnwit.  3  Jxinc,  i???^ 

"  Jt  IK  with  Jntimre  ttgrct.  I  am  a^ain  comi^Lledto  irmunhlraie agitnht  that 
kpkll  of  wiutun  auelljr,  lliui  hnk  in  kvcerI  iiuitaiicch  influenced  itic  ctmduciDf 
yonr  ■eldiery.  A  reeeai  eiercfftc  of  il  lowardk  an  unhappy  ofliccrof  oonlJcutan- 
uit  Martin  convlncefi  me.  ihaC  my  former  r^prcuntiiI<inM  tm  thik  subjeel  have 
been  imavitUne.  Thai  Gentleman  by  the  forune  of  w jr,  on  Saliuday  late  «a* 
lhroH~n  inio  the  hands  of  i  party  of  your  hor^,  and  unneecuarily  murlcred 
■iih  the  most  a^grataled  circunuEancn  of  barbaniy,  I  with  not  to  wound 
your  Lordihip's  feelings  by  commcntlflg  <in  Ibia  event  .  bui  I  think  i1  my  duty 
lo  letid  hi*  mangled  hody.  to  your  linetavan  undeniable  (edimonr  of  the  i^el 
ihould  it  be  doubled,  and  at  the  beil  appeal  to  your  humanity  for  rhe  juitiec  of 
OUT cooptunt." — iVasktHgf^nu  larJCarmti/aJ&i,  ijane,  1773. 
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yonr  letter,  and  has  excited  much  unn^Lsiness  in  the 
artillerj"  corps,"  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from 
General  Knox  will  convey  their  anxiety  upon  the 
subject;  which  1  thiak  it  necessary  to  transmit,  as 
well  from  duty  as  on  account  of  his  request  The 
difficulties  upon  this  occasion  arise  from  the  peculiar 
circumslance?  of  most  of  the  officers  composing  the 
artillcr>'  regiments  at  this  time.  I  do  not  know,  for 
my  own  part,  what  operation  Congress  precisely 
meant  the  resoUition  should  have  ;  but  if  the  commis- 
sions, which  these  gentlemen  are  to  receive,  should 
give  them  rank  from  the  date  of  those  they  had  from 
the  King  of  France,  or  from  their  compart  with  Mr- 
Deane,  there  are  but  few  officers  now  !n  the  artil!erj\ 
who  will  not  be  superseded  tn  tht:ir  cumniand,  unless 
some  method  is  adopted  to  prevent  it  This,  I  am 
persuaded.  Congress  had  not  in  contemplation,  be- 
cause it  is  opposed  to  policy  and  to  justice:  and  1  am 
led  to  believe  the  resolution  was  come  into  for  want 
of  due  information  how  matters  were  circumstanced 
in  this  instance.' 


'  Blank compklufoni  w«rc fcnt  lo  Wuhlngton*  thennk  of  theolBctniobe 
tcltlcd  by  ibc  dote  ol  ihcir  brvvci  commifiiioni  from  the  Kk|E  of  Fnnce — No* 
lembcr  and  December,  1776, 

Tte  obvitias  coniuuclion  of  ihc»c  word*  led  to  liie  infertntc,  lh»i  ihe  Amctl- 
CAH  ofli^rt  wcH  ci]l  lonck  below  tbe«e  Hppcintiaend.  Bui  Congna*  removed 
the  obtcurity,  And  set  the  nuittcr  in  a  proper  liehi.  by  a  iDbi«)ucnt  re«dve.  itut 
the  rcklive  rank  of  ihc  French  olHcen  among  ihcmselm  f>nlT  w«  iniended, 
and  thai  thoir  commniionk  were  10  brAr  dile  on  the  day  when  thcy^  should  be 
filled  by  General  Watihlngton.-^/wnr^/j,  June  loth,  Ducoudny'i  Mil  oj 
ofEcert  coniuled  of  nix  capuint  jnd  twelve  Ucutcn&nt^  beti4c»  kU  old,  wljo 
wojt  on  Amertctn^ 

*Tberv  waft  irooble  bretvinj;  in  oilier  dirccUons  ihtough  the  liberality  ol 
Dcanc  Sn  (ivins  appoinifrtrnt>i. 

"  With  mucti  jurprue  J  have  heen  inlonned^  Ehat  ohJecUonft  have  bccB  ttade 
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}  The  officers  now  in  the  artiller>^  T  am  obliged  to 

consider  of  great  merit  Experience  has  proved  them 
to  be  most  warmly  attached  to  the  rights  of  their 
country  ;  and  their  conduct  in  the  line  of  ihcir  profes- 
sion has  been  such,  as  does  the  highest  honor  to 
themselves  and  the  gentleman  who  immediately  com* 
mands  them.  Without  derogating  in  the  least  from 
the  character  of  the  French  ofHccrs,  who  are  to  be 
commissioned,  and  whom  I  wish  lo  receive  every 
countenance  they  merit,  there  is  strong  reason  to 
doubt,  laying  aside  every  consideration  of  policy, 
whether  they  have  seen  as  much  real  service  as  our 
own  in  the  course  of  two  campaigns.  It  would  be 
hard,  not  to  say  unjust,  that  the  latter  should  lose 
their  command  when  they  have  a  claim  to  every  mark 
of  favor,  and  after  they  have  taken  great  pains  to 
form  their  companies.  The  service  requires  that  they 
should  not :  and  I  am  convinced  the  event  would  be 
attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences. 

10  (Tceiring  Nf  oasr.  Colcnis  into  %  Majority  in  the  Regimciit  under  joyit  com- 
mand, ani  ihtti  he  V4S  treated  wlJh  tadiScrtnce  »nd  rlarespevT  on  hii  utivoJ  *t 
IVJaceloHn  with  mj  Ixltcr- 

"  This  GcntlemBr  wu  ippanUrl  ta  the  rink  of  M«jor.  and  cAfnmisnoned  In 
Uw  Amiy  o(  ihe  Stfllei  tut  f«n  by  the  Congre»,  ai;d  I  have  strong  hopei.  thftt 
he  will  render  es^entidj  serHcFs  nnd  such  as  will  do  him  honor ;  lini,  bo  tJiJ^ 
AH  ii  may,  ai  he  holdi  a  Commiision  under  Ihe  ^ame  auiboriiy,  rhat  itllirrs  do 
in  the  Annjr.  and  waa  ippginlqij  b^  mc  Eo  lill  one  of  th«  v^aut  Mijtjriiy't  ui 
y<rjT  R«^fn«nl.  no  affioor  of  inferior  or  Ih*  "nm*  ran^.  ^whofo  appninlmdnl  wa^ 
mbtoqu^nt  try  hi».  hai  a  riicht  to  complain,  nor  will  mcb  conduct  hv  coiuUft* 
nancpil  or  th(<  like  in  future  ^%sk  without  being  properly  notlcod* 

^'  You  were  ni^t  ai  Pnncclo^vn,  when  Mon&r.  Cokrui»  came  lo  tolce  hii  poftt. 
and  LhcTcforc  ar«  not  acquainted  wifh  ihc  circuuikiancct  that  then  happened  ; 
L  bat  1  4hAU  (ipcct  to  hear  110  further  ubjcdiank  upon  ihc  lubjcct.  and  thai  h« 

I  «4]l  iDiRtf^diatrTy  take  1  Maiorily  fn  the  Rc|£lment  and  rani  according  to  the 

I  daEc  of  hia  commiuion  and  tuch  Rules  u  btc  nioptcd  for  adjuring  mntlen  of 

^^  UiG  like  nature  in  the  Aimy."—  WtssAim^&n  to  Calmtl  ff^tm,  4  Jiw*,  1777. 
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But  what  is  to  be  done?  This  is  a  case  of  diflfi- 
culty,  view  it  as  you  will.  I  am  not  for  rejecting  the 
French  gentlemen  ;  far  othcnvise;  I  am  for  employ- 
ing them  ;  and  public  faith,  and  the  encouragements 
given  to  bring  them  over,  demand  that  it  should  be 
done-  After  much  thought  and  consideration  upon 
the  subject,  two  modes  occur  to  me,  as  the  only 
possible  ones  by  which  it  can  be  effected,  and  by 
which  the  inconveniences  I  have  mentioned  can  be 
remedied.  One  is,  that  the  new  corps  of  arlillcrj' 
should  be  formed,  and  these  gentlemen  attached  to 
it.  This,  we  have  reason  to  (ear,  cannot  be  done, 
from  the  difficulties  we  have  experienced  in  raising 
men,  and  from  their  having  no  interest  or  connexions 
with  the  people  Their  situation  in  such  case,  if  they 
are  men  of  sentiment  and  active  dispositions,  would 
be  irksome  and  distressing.  The  other  is  that  our 
present  officers  now  under  consideration  should  have 
their  commissions  antedated,  to  give  them  precedency 
of  rank ;  and  this  may  be  done  with  the  greater  pro- 
priety, as  most  of  them  were  intended  to  hold  the 
posts  they  now  sustain,  before  the  French  gentlemen 
had  any  claim  upon  us.  It  is  true  they  were  not 
commissioned,  because  the  old  corps  existed  under 
the  first  arrangemenL  Further  it  is  said,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  these  gentlemen  were 
promoted  by  brevet  just  before  their  departure  from 
France,  merely  to  give  them  rank  here :  antecedent 
to  which,  our  officers  were  superior  to  them  in  this 
point;  and  these  brevets  only  confer  local  rank,  con- 
fined to  the  French-American  colonies.     This  latter 


mode  appears  the  most  eligible.  If  it  is  adopted, 
they  will  be  distributed  through  the  coq>3  as  assistant 
officers*  Their  want  of  a  knowledge  in  our  language 
incapacitates  them  for  command  in  the  first  instance  : 
and  not  only  so,  but  to  place  them  at  the  head  of 
companies,  over  officers  that  have  been  at  great 
trouble,  pains,  and  expense  In  raising  the  men,  would 
be  both  unmilltar^'  and  unjust. 

I  shall  now  quit  the  subject,  wishing  that  whatever 
will  best  conciliate  matters,  and  advance  the  public 
good,  may  be  done :  suggesting  at  the  same  time 
with  all  deference^  that,  as  It  is  much  easier  to  pr^ 
vent  evils,  than  to  remedy  them  after  they  have 
happened,  it  will  be  well,  ir  all  cases  of  foreign  and 
indeed  other  applications,  that  the  consequences, 
which  granting  them  will  involve,  should  be  maturely 
weighed  and  taken  in  every  point  of  view.  In  the 
present  case  of  difficultj',  things,  I  am  persuaded, 
might  have  been  adjusted  with  the  greatest  facility^ 
had  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Applications  been 
fully  possessed  of  all  the  circumstances  respecting  the 
artillery  regiments,    •   •   *    I  have  the  honor.  &c. 


TO   AFPOLOS    MORKIS. 

Headquarter**  MinDi.r  Brook,  6  June,  ijjj. 
Sir. 

I  am  favd,  with  yours  of  the  26  and  29  May  from 
both  of  which  it  is  evident  to  me  that  you  have  at 
length  determined  upon  the  part  which  you  are  to 

^  ELcftd  in  Congrcn  June  gtb.     ReEencd  lu  Doud  of  W«r. 
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take  in  this  great  dispute.  I  will  not  argue  with  you 
upon  the  propriety  of  your  Conduct,  but  I  cannot 
help  saying,  that  I  think  it  very  odd,  that  after  being 
denied  an  answer  to  your  political  Queries,  which 
appears  from  Mr.  Allen's  letter  to  you  of  the  2d 
Aprilp  you  should  upon  the  bare  assertion  or  rather 
opinion  of  that  Gentleman,  expressed  in  his  letter  of 
the  8th  of  May,  conclude  that  matters  between  this 
Country  and  Great  Britain  might  have  been  adjusted, 
had  any  terms  short  of  Independence  been  insisted 
upon.  I  must  tell  you  in  plain  terms,  that  at  this 
time  a  neutral  character  is  looked  upon  as  a  sus* 
picious  one;  and  I  would  therefore  advise  you  to 
leave  a  Country  with  a  Majority  of  whom  you  can- 
not agree  in  Sentiment,  and  who  are  determined  to 
Assert  their  liberties  by  the  ways  and  means  which 
necessity  and  not  the  love  of  War  has  obliged  them 
to  adopt. 

I  thank  you  for  your  expressions  of  personal  Regard 
and  am.  Sir  &c.' 


TO  COLONEL   SAMUEL   a  WEBB. 

Camf  at  Mii>ulkbko<»k,  7  Jdftc.  1777. 

Dr.  Sir, 

By  Mr.  Turnbull  who  is  just  past  this  for  Phila- 
delphia I  am  informed  that  you  have  lately  drawn 
500  Hunting  Shirts — 500  Waistcoats — &  500  over* 

*  "  A  l«il<!r  of  ihv  6II1  from  Gencnl  Wafhin^oa  lo  R.  Morfii,  «tq  ;  mclcuiqg 
one  CO  Appolw  Mofrii.  wn  pcfld  :  whcfcapon,  J^esohfd^  thai  Geaer4)  Arnold 
be  direcled  lo  put  Major  Appulos  Mcrri^  under  immcdmto  imit  and  coaAiie. 
iii«nl.  until  iJie  furtbrr  ordor  oE  K-onigv^'^/'^Jt^urnatt  «/  Congrtu.  9  JiuiCp 
1777.  Th?  Mftjvr  wa.1  toun  ftflcr  sdEiiUloi  lu  pargU.  willi  pcmiiMi^n  lu  ^to 
EuTDpii  or  the  West  Jndin. 
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alts,  in  addn.  to  the  Ctoathing  you  obtained  some 
time  ago^By  a  late  return  from  Genl.  Putnam  who 
comds.  at  Peekskill,  dated  the  3ist  Ulto.  it  appearn 
that  of  your  Regiment,  he  has  only  21  men  at  that 
Post — and,  by  a  Return  from  GenL  Parsons  of  the 
I3lh  of  ye  same  M.  it  further  appears  that  the  whole 
strength  of  your  Regiment  was  only  305  Rank  & 
file — What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  &  in  what 
point  of  view  am  I  to  consider  such  proctedings  ? — 
Can  you  conceive  it  necessar)'  that  your  Regiment,  is 
to  have  one  Suit  for  parade,  and  another  to  march  to 
New  Haven.  Present  appearances  render  it  doubtful 
whether  they  will  ever  get  further  or  intend  to  leave 
the  State  of  Connecticut — and  more  than  all  this  can 
you  think  it  justifiable  to  Keep  200  and  odd  spare 
suits  by  them  when  a  numbr.  of  poor  fellows  who 
have  been  doing  hard  duty  in  the  Field  have  scarcely 
cloathing  to  cover  their  nakedness  and  many  of  them 
rendered  unfit  for  duty  for  want  thereof  whilst  the 
clothier  GenK  knows  not  where  to  provide  them. 

1  am  sorry  you  oblige  me  to  tell  you  in  plain  terms 
that  this  conduct  is  highly  offensive  to  me  and  you 
are  hereby  injoined  to  proceed  with  every  man  of 
your  Regiment  fit  for  duty  immediately  to  Peekskill 
leaving  the  necessary  officers  with  proper  Instructions 
to  Recruit  to  your  Establishmt 

You  are  to  carry  all  the  cloathing  into  Peekskill 
that  the  Troops  there  may  be  benefitted  by  the  super* 
fluity  of  your  Regimt. 

I  well  remember  that  you,  to  obviate  my  objections 
to  cloathing  your  men  In  red  propos'd  Hunting  shirts 
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^&  a  covering;  but  I  then  observed  that  th]<;  could 
not  be  expected  at  the  Public  expencct  nor  had  I  any 
conception  that  you  could  have  entertained  the  most 
distant  thought  of  drawing  these  things  from  the 
Public  Stores,  when  you  must  have  known  how  diffi- 
cult a  matter  it  is  to  provide  for  the  large  demands  of 
the  Army. 

It  13  with  pain,  I  have  been  induced  to  express 
myself  in  a  language  so  pointed;  but  your  own  re- 
flection will  convince  you  that  I  have  but  too  much 
reason.  I  am  &c 


I 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

HuDQuARrKRS,  MiDDUt  BitoQK,  6  Jttne.  1777. 

Sir, 

I  was  tliis  morning  honored  with  your  favor  of  the 
6th  Instant  with  its  Inclosures* 

I  am  extremely  happy  in  the  approbation,  Con- 
gress have  been  pleased  to  express  of  my  conduct, 
respecting  the  proposed  Cartel  for  the  Exchange  of 
prisoners,  and  shall  govern  myself  by  the  principle 
which  influenced  me  on  that  occasion  and  such  other 
as  shall  appear  right  and  just,  should  there  be  any 
further  negociation  on  the  subject/ 

I  shall  order  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  Chaplains 
in  service,  which  shall  be  transmitted,  as  soon  as  it  is 
obtained     At  present,  as  the  Regiments  are  greatly 

<  Cnncrofi  bad  np|irnvnJ  the  Generarv  conduct*  ftnd  the  reftfoniae  oonUined 
in  bU  letter  of  the  gth  of  Mny,  '*  making  no  doubt  of  the  {ttCtk  upon  whidk  his 
ftTgatnenti  Are  founded  being  duly  AtcerLaincd  ;  and  Ihal  the  G«ni*iml  b«  in- 
fonned  it  b  ih«  opinion  ofCoogrrst  ihac  he  tCHcUy  adhere  10  the  principle* 
<ftntMii»(i  in  the  taid  Itltcr." — ytfff^Hatt.  ft  JuftCn  '777- 
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dispersed,  part  in  one  place  and  part  !n  another,  and 
accurate  States  of  them  have  not  been  made,  it  will 
not  be  in  my  power  to  forward  it  immediately.  I 
shall  here  lake  occasion  to  mention,  that  I  communi- 
cated the  Resolution  appointing  a  Brigade  Chaplain 
in  the  place  of  all  others,  to  the  several  Brigadiers : 
They  arc  all  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
"em  to  discharge  the  dut)' — that  many  inconveniences 
and  much  dissatisfaction  will  be  the  result,  and 
that  no  Establishment  appears  so  good  in  this  in- 
stance as  the  Old  one.  Among  many  other  weighty 
objections  to  the  measure*  it  has  been  suggested, 
that  it  has  a  tendency  to  introduce  religious  dis* 
putes  into  the  Army,  which  above  all  things  should 
be  avoided  ;  and  in  many  instances  would  compel 
men  to  a  mode  of  Worship,  which  they  do  not  pro- 
fess. The  old  Establishment  gives  every  Regiment 
an  opportunity  of  having  their  own  religious  senti- 
ments— is  founded  on  a  plan  of  a  more  generous 
toleration, — and  the  choice  of  Chaplains  to  officiate 
has  been  generally  in  the  Regiments, — Supposing 
one  Chaplain  could  do  the  duties  of  a  Brigade  (which 
supposition,  however,  is  inadmissible,  when  we  view 
things  in  practice),  that  being  composed  of  Four  or 
five — perhaps  in  some  instances  six  Regiments,  there 
might  be  so  many  different  modes  of  Worship,  1 
have  mentioned  the  opinion  of  the  Officers  and  these 
hints  to  Congress  upon  this  subject,  from  a  principle 
of  duty,  and  because,  lam  well  assured,  it  is  most  foreign 
to  their  wishes  or  intention  to  excite  by  any  act,  the 
smallest  uneasiness  &  jealousy  among  the  Troopsi, 
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There  remains  no  room  to  believe  otherwise,  than 
that  the  Enemy  arc  on  the  point  of  moving.  This 
is  confirmed  by  Intelligence  from  all  Quarters  and 
thro  so  many  different  channels,  that  we  must  con- 
sider it  certain.  Whether  they  will  move  of  Land  or 
Water  or  by  both,  cannot  be  ascertained,  nor  is  their 
destination  precisely  Jcnown  : — but  every  circum5tance 
points  out  Philadelphia  as  their  Object  Being  of 
this  opinion.  I  have  directed  the  Return  of  Genl. 
Mifflin.  Before  he  left  Philadelphia.  I  wrote  counter- 
manding the  Order  for  his  coming  here,  but  he  did 
not  receive  my  Letter.  I  would  also  mention  to  Con- 
gress that  I  think  the  Military  Stores  lately  arrived 
at  or  coming  to  Philadelphia  should  be  removed  to  a 
place  of  perfect  security. 

Tho  I  would  not  excite — needless^uncasy  appre- 
hensions prudence  requires,  that  those  so  essential, 
should  not  be  exposed  to  risk.      1  have,  &c. 


TO  JOH»    AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 

Mtpi>tG«nooK.  *-*  Jont^  ifT?- 

Dkar  Brother, 

I  think  I  stand  Debtor  to  you  for  your  Letters  of 
the  2 2d  of  April  and  nth  of  May,  which  arc  all  that 
have  come  to  hand  since  my  last  to  you  from  Morris- 
town. 

I  am  now  assembling  the  Troops  of  this  State  and 
those  Southward  of  it,  at  this  place*  which  lays  about 
Seven  Miles  from  the  Enemy's  principal  post  at 
Brunswick  and  convenient  for  following  them  cither 
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to  Philadelphia  or  lo  the  Easlward. — There  has  bcea 
no  considerable  movement  among  them  of  late— 
from  every  appearance  Philadelphia  is  their  object, 
and  to  facilitate  their  passage  across  the  Delaware 
a  number  of  flai-botiom'd  Boats  are  provided  and 
now  ready  upon  Carriages  to  form  a  Bridge  with — 
But  appearances  are  deceiving — false  colors  are 
often  thrown  out  to  mislead  or  bewilder;  this  may 
be  the  case  no\^\ 

1  cannot  learn  that  the  Enemy  have,  as  yet  re- 
ceived more  than  a  few  Recruits  as  a  reinforcement, 
but  1  fancy  they  hourly  expect  transports  with  their 
foreign  mercenarys.  I  can  no  otherwise  account  for 
Genl.  Howe's  inactivity,  as  his  numbers  all  along  have 
greatly  exceeded  mine,  and  at  times  doubled  and 
tripled  them.  At  present  I  could  say  things  that  would 
rather  surprize  you,  but  the  uncertain  conveyance  of 
Letters  makes  it  imprudent  to  entrust  things  to  them 
that  you  would  wish  to  conceal  from  the  Enemy. — 
The  different  States  must  fail  upon  some  decisive 
measures  to  compleat  their  Regiments,  or  no  one 
can  say  what  the  consequences  wili  be, 

I  hope  I  may  congratulate  you  and  my  Sister  on 
her  happy  recoverj'  from  the  Small-pox,  together 
with  your  Children, — the  loss  my  Brother  Sam  has 
sustained  will  1  fear,  be  very  sensibly  felt  by  him. 
Some  mismanagement  must  surely  have  been  in  the 
way,  for  the  Small  Pox  by  InocuJatlon  appears  to  me 
to  be  nothing ;  my  whole  Family,  1  understand,  are 
likely  to  get  well  through  the  disorder,  with  no  other 
assistance  than  that  of  Doctor  Lund — In  short,  one  of 
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the  best  Physicians  in  this  Army  has  assur'd  me,  that 
the  great  skill  which  many  of  the  faculty  pretend  to 
have  in  the  management  of  this  disorder,  and  the 
great  Art  necessary  to  treat  the  patient  well,  is  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  cheat  upon  the  world,  that 
in  general  an  old  woman  may  Inoculate  with  as  much 
success  as  the  best  Physician,  The  whole  art  lying 
in  keeping  the  Patient  rather  low  in  diet,  and  cool, 
especially  at  the  period  of  the  eruptive  fever.  This 
he  says  is  the  only  Art  requisite, — To  this,  and  the 
means  hy  which  the  disorder  is  communicated  (in- 
stead of  receiving  the  Infection  in  ye  natural  way) 
the  ease  with  which  Patients  get  through,  is  to  be 
attributed.  There  are  particular  cases,  he  adds, 
where  some  other  disorder,  or  some  uncommon  cir. 
cumstances  cast  up,  that  may  require  the  aid  of  Phy- 
sicians, but  in  general  neither  Physicians  nor  Physic 
is  necessary  except  a  few  purgatives,  which  the  white 
walnut  bark,  and  many  other  things,  the  natural  pro- 
duct of  the  country  affords.  That  this  is  truely  the 
caae,  I  firmly  believe,  and  my  own  People  (not  less  I 
suppose  than  between  two  and  three  hundred),  get- 
ting happily  through  it  by  following  these  directions, 
is  no  Inconsiderable  proof  of  it — Surely  that  Impoli- 
tic Act,  restraining  Inoculation  in  Virginia;  can  never 
be  continued — If  I  was  a  Member  of  that  Assembly, 
I  would  rather  move  for  a  Law  to  compel  the  Mas- 
ters of  Families  to  inoculate  every  child  born  within 
a  certain  limitted  time  under  Severe  Penalties. — 

The  account  as  you  have  no  doubt  seen  by  the 
Gazettes,  and  by  my  last  Letter,  of  the  Destruction 
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of  some  of  our  Stores  at  Danbury  is  true  in  part, — 
but  trifling  in  comparison  of  what  you  have  heard. — 
We  lost  no  Powder  at  al!  ;  about  1500  Barrels  of 
Porkc,  and  about  the  same  number  of  (last  years) 
Tents,  was  the  chief  loss  we  sustained, — Since  that 
we  have  burnt  12  sail  of  the  Enemy's  Vessels  at  the 
East  Ward  of  Long  Island  laden  with  120  Tons  of 
Pressed  Hay,  Rum  &c. — one  of  which  Vessels  was 
armed  with  12  Guns.  The  Party  also  bro't  off  90 
Prisoners,  besides  a  few  killt:d.  on  the  side  of  the 
Enemy ;  on  our  part  not  a  man  was  hurt — In  the 
Danbury  affair  I  am  well  convinced  from  a  number 
of  concurring  accounts  the  Enemy  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  could  not  have  lost  less  than  500  men. 

My  Love,  and  sincere  good  wishes  attend,  my  Sis- 
ter and  the  rest  of  the  Family,  and  with  the  most 
affect,  regard  I  am,  &c 


TO    UBUTCNANT-GGKERAL    IIOW£. 

MWPLtllUXfK,  10  June,  1777. 

Sir. 

Your  several  letters  of  the  21st  of  April,  22d  of 
May,  and  5th  instant,  have  been  received.  Having 
stated  my  sentiments  in  an  explicit  manner  in  my 
letter  of  the  gth  of  April,  upon  the  subject  of  your 
demand  and  the  disagreement  between  us,  I  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of 
them.  From  the  complexion  of  yours  of  the  21st  of 
April,  we  appeared  to  differ  so  widely,  that  I  could 
entertain  no  hopes  of  a  compromise  being  effected, 
or  that  an  answer  would  produce  any  good  end    But, 
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as  you  have  called  upon  me  again  for  my  final  deter* 
mination  upon  the  maiter,  I  shall  freely  give  it,  after 
making  some  observations  upon  what  you  have  said, 
with  the  intention  to  obviate  the  objections  on  my 
part  to  a  compliance  with  your  demand  through 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walcotl. 

You  admit  the  principle,  upon  which  my  objection 
to  account  for  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  sent 
out  by  you  is  founded,  but  deny  the  application,  by 
delicately  insinuating,  in  the  6rst  instance,  that  the 
ill  treatment  complained  of,  was  "  an  expedient  to 
cherish  popular  dt:lu5ion/'  and  by  asserting,  in  the 
second,  that,  supposing  their  sufferings  to  have  been 
real,  they  were  to  be  ascribed  to  other  causes,  than 
those  assigned  by  mc  1  shall  not  undertake  to  de* 
termine,  on  whom  the  charge  of  endeavoring  to 
excite  popular  delusion  falls  with  most  propriety  ;  but 
I  cannot  forbear  intimating,  that,  however  successful 
ingenious  miscolorings  may  be,  in  some  instances,  to 
perplex  the  understanding  in  matters  of  Speculation, 
yet  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  Mankind  to  doubt  the 
Evidence  of  their  Senses,  and  the  reality  of  those 
facts,  for  which  they  can  appeal  to  them<  Unless 
this  can  be  dune,  permit  me  to  assure  you,  it  will 
always  be  believed,  whatever  may  be  suggested  to 
the  contrary,  that  men  could  not  be  in  a  more  deplora- 
ble situation,  than  those  unhappy  sufferers  were,  who 
are  the  subject  of  our  difference.  Did  I  imagine  that 
you.  Sir,  had  any  serious  scruples  on  the  occasion,  I 
might  produce,  in  support  of  what  1  have  alleged,  the 
strongest  proofs  that  Human  testimony  can  affonl 
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To  prove  that  the  prisoners  did  not  suffer  from  any 
ill  treatment  or  neglect  of  youm,  you  say,  "  they  were 
confined  in  the  most  airy  buildings  and  on  board  the 
largest  transports  in  ihe  licet  ;  that  they  were  sup- 
plied with  the  same  provisions,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality,  as  were  allowed  to  your  Troops  not  on  ser- 
vice :  that  the  sick,  such  of  them  as  required  peculiar 
care,  were  received  into  the  British  hospitals,  and  the 
rest  attended  by  their  own  surgeons,  who  were  sup- 
plied with  medicines  without  restriction,  till  it  was 
discovered,  that  they  disposed  of  large  quantities 
by  private  sale."  That  airy  buildings  were  chosen  to 
confine  our  men  in,  is  a  fact  I  shall  not  dispute.  But. 
whether  this  was  an  advantage  or  not,  \n  the  Winter 
Season,  I  leave  it  to  you  to^decide.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  was  not,  especially  as  there  was  a  General 
complaint,  that  they  were  destitute  of  fire  the  greater 
part  of  the  time,  and  were  only  prevented  from  feel- 
ing the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  in  its  extremesl 
rigor,  by  their  crowded  situation.  This,  I  must  be- 
lieve, was  not  very  conducive  to  their  health;  and, 
if  we  may  judge  by  comparison,  we  must  conclude 
that  they  endured  similar  inconveniences  on  board  the 
transports. 

As  to  the  supplies  of  provisions,  1  know  not  what 
they  were.  My  ideas  of  the  matter  were  drawn  from 
their  united  testimony,  confirmed  by  their  appear- 
ance, which  represented  the  allowance  as  insufficient 
in  quantity,  bad  in  quality,  and  irregularly  served, 
I  You  yourself  mention  some  "  accidental  instances  of 

I  omission/'     I  apprehend  they  were  much  more  fre- 
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quent,  than  you  were  apprized  of.  It  may  not  he 
improper  to  observe,  that  there  is  a  material  diflfer- 
cnce between  persons  confined  and  deprived  of  every 
means  of  subsistence,  in  aid  of  their  allowance,  and 
those  who  are  at  lai^e  and  have  other  resources,  as  is 
the  case  with  your  Troops  when  not  on  service,  who 
have  the  benefit  of  their  pay,  and  what  they  can  oc- 
casionally gain  by  their  labor.  You  might  also  find 
from  Inquirj',  that  wc  made  no  distinction  in  our  sup- 
plies, between  your  soldiers,  prisoners  with  us,  and 
our  own  in  the  field  They  were  not  stinted  to  a 
scanty  pittance,  but  had  full  as  much  as  they  could 
use,  and  of  the  best  kind.  In  respect  to  the  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  sick,  1  am  sorry  their  accommodation 
was  injured,  in  any  degret^.  by  the  misconduct  of  the 
surgeons-  I  heartily  join  with  you  in  reprobating 
their  proceedings,  and  shall  esteem  it  a  favor,  if 
you  will  point  out  the  persons,  and  furnish  mc  with 
such  proofs  of  their  guilt  as  you  may  be  possessed  of. 
The  more  effectually  to  exonerate  yourself  from 
the  consequences  imputed  to  llie  neglect  or  ill  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners,  you  assert  ihey  had  every 
comfort  and  assistance  from  you,  that  your  situation 
would  admit ;  and  that  they  wanted  nothing  but 
money  and  cloathing,  which  ought  to  have  been  fur- 
nished by  me.  Had  we  left  your  prisoners  with  us  to 
depend  entirely  upon  the  supplies  they  drew  imme- 
diately from  you,  their  condition  would  have  been 
little  better  than  ours  in  your  hands.  Your  officers 
and  soldiers  can  both  inform  you,  that  they  experi- 
enced every  mark  of  public  and  private  generosity,  that 
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could  be  shown  them.  Frequent  instances  might 
be  adduced,  that,  on  notice  of  your  men  being  in 
want,  orders  were  immediately  given,  chat  necessaries 
should  be  procured  for  them.  Every  thing  was  done, 
on  our  part,  to  facih'tate  any  steps  you  took  for  the 
same  end. 

You  were  permitted  to  have  an  agent  amongst  us, 
countenanced  by  public  authority,  and  allowed  every 
latitude  he  could  wish  to  enable  him  to  execute  his 
office.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  same  conduct  has  not 
been  observed  towards  us;  and  that  there  are  in- 
stances to  show.  that,  far  from  endeavoring  to  re* 
move  the  difBcultief;,  which  nece^arily  lay  in  our 
way,  to  making  such  ample  supplies  as  wc  could  wish> 
obstacles  have  been  made,  that  might  very  well  have 
been  waved  A  late  instance  of  tliis  is  to  be  found 
in  your  refusing  to  let  us  have  a  procuring  agent  with 
you,  who  might  purchase  what  was  necessary  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  our  men»  You  must  be  sensible, 
that,  for  want  of  a  regular  mode  being  adjusted  for 
mutually  conveying  supplies,  there  was  a  necessity 
for  an  exercise  of  generosity  on  both  sides.  This 
was  done  by  us,  and  we  supposed  would  have  been 
done  by  you,  which  made  us  less  anxious  in  provid- 
ing, than  we  should  have  been,  had  we  foreseen  what 
has  really  happened.  Wc  ascribed  every  deficiency 
on  your  part  to  the  indeterminate  situation  of  affairs 
in  this  respect ;  and,  looking  forward  to  a  more  prov- 
L  ident  arrangement  of  the  matter,  we  thought  it  our 

I  duty  not  to  let  the  prisoners  with  lis  be  destitute  of 

I  any  thing  requisite  for  their  preservation,  and  ima* 
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gincd  that  your  reasonings  and  feelings  would  have 
been  the  same 

Your  «;iying  that  we  were  frequently  advised  of 
their  distress  is  of  little  avail  It  wa3  not  done,  till 
it  was  too  lace  to  remedy  the  ill  consequences  of  the 
past  neglect,  and  till  our  prisoners  were  already  re- 
duced to  a  miserable  extremity.  1  wish  their  sufTer- 
ing5  may  not  have  been  increased  in  the  article  of 
cloathlng,  by  their  being  deprived  of  what  they  had, 
through  the  rapacity  of  too  many  of  their  captors. 
Reports  of  this  kind  have  not  been  wanting. 

You  further  observe,  that  my  own  experience  would 
suggest  whether  our  army,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
campaign,  was  not  subject  to  the  same  calamitous 
mortality  with  the  prisoners  in  your  possession.  I 
cannot  but  confess,  that  there  was  a  great  degree  of 
sickne^  among  us  ;  but  I  can  assure  you,  that  the 
mortality  bore  no  kind  of  resemblance  to  that,  which 
was  experienced  by  the  prisoners  with  you  ;  and  that 
the  disorders  in  the  camp  had  nearly  ceased  before 
the  captivity  of  a  large  proportion  of  them-  The 
garrison,  that  fell  into  your  hands  on  the  i6th  of 
November,  was  found,  I  am  convinced,  in  perfect 
health. 

In  reply  to  my  intimation,  that  it  would  have  been 
happy,  if  the  Expedient  of  sending  out  our  men  had 
been  earlier  thought  of,  you  are  pleased  to  say.  that 
the  Event  has  proved  the  caution  with  which  you 
ought  to  have  adopted  the  measure.  What  inference 
can  be  drawn  from  my  refusing  to  account  for  pris- 
oners, scarcely  alive,   and  by  no  means  in  an  ex- 
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changeable  condition,  Co  warrant  an  insinuation,  that 
I  should  have  done  the  same,  had  they  been  released 
under  different  circumstances.  let  your  own  candor 
determine.  But  then  you  ask.  "  How  is  the  cause  of 
debiUiy  in  prisoners  to  be  ascertained?"  This  seems 
to  be  considered  as  a  perplexing  Question.  For  my 
part.  1  cannot  view  it  as  involving  any  great  difficulty. 
There  is  no  more  familiar  mode  of  reasoning,  than 
from  efTects  to  causes,  even  in  matters  of  the  most 
interesting  importance.  In  the  subject  before  us, 
the  appearance  of  the  prisoners,  and  what  eventually 
happened.  pro%'ed  that  they  had  been  hardly  dealt 
with  ;  but  their  joint  asseverations,  aided  by  the  in* 
formation  of  others  not  interested  in  the  distress, 
more  than  as  they  regarded  the  rights  of  humanity, 
established  the  fact  too  firmly  for  Incredulity  itself  to 
doubt  it 

I  should  hardly  believe  you  to  be  serious  in  your 
application  of  the  exception,  to  which  you  allude,  to 
the  case  of  Major-General  Lee>  if  you  had  not  per- 
sisted in  a  discrimination  respecting  him.  I  did  not 
entertain  the  most  distant  Idea,  that  he  could  have 
been  supposed  to  come  under  the  description  con- 
tained in  It;  and  to  force  such  a  construction  upon 
that  gentleman's  circumstances,  however  it  may  be 
an  Evidence  of  ingenuity,  is  but  an  indifferent  speci- 
men of  candor  1  still  adhere  to  what  I  have  already 
advanced  on  this  Head*  1  can  by  no  means  think  of 
departing  from  it. 

I  am  now  to  give  you  my  final  decision  on  the  sub^ 
jcct  of  your  demands.     In  doing  this,  I  can  do  little 


more  than  repeat  what  I  have  already  said.  I  am 
extremely  desirous  of  a  general  exchange,  on  liberal 
and  impartial  principles  ;  and  it  is  with  great  concern 
I  find,  that  a  matter,  so  mutually  interesting,  is  im- 
peded by  unnecessary  obstacles-  But  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  its  taking  place,  on  terms  so  disadvantageous 
as  those  you  propose,  and  which  appear  to  me  so  con- 
trary to  justice  and  the  spirit  of  our  agreement  I 
think  it  proper  to  declare,  that  I  wish  the  difference 
between  us  to  be  adjusted  on  a  generous  and  equita- 
ble plan,  and  mean  not  to  avail  myself  of  the  relcase- 
ment  of  the  prisoners  to  extort  any  thing  from  you 
not  compatible  with  the  strictest  justice.  Let  a  rea- 
sonable proportion  of  prisoners  to  be  accounted  for 
be  settled,  and  Genera!  Lee  declared  exchangeable, 
when  wc  shall  have  an  officer  of  ycur's  of  equal  rank 
in  our  possession.  I  ask  no  more.  These  being 
done,  I  shall  be  happy  to  proceed  to  a  General  Ex- 
changCn  But,  in  the  mean  time,  I  am  willing  that  a 
partial  one  should  take  place  for  the  prisoners  now 
in  your  bands,  as  far  as  those  in  ours  will  extend, 
except  with  respect  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell 
and  the  Hessian  field-officers,  who  will  be  detained 
till  you  recognise  Genera]  Lee  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  place  him  on  the  footing  I  claim.  This  latter 
proposition  I  am  induced  to  make,  from  the  distinc- 
tion which  your  Letter  of  the  22d  of  May  seems  to 
hold  forth ;  and  I  think  it  necessary-  to  add,  that  your 
conduct  towards  prisoners  will  govern  mine. 

The  situation  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  as 
represented  by  you,  is  such  as  1  neither  wished  nor 


n??] 


GEOUGE  W^ASiriAVGTON, 


431 


approve.     Upon  the  first  intimation  of  his  complaints, 

I  wrote  upon  the  subject,  and  hoped  there  would 
have  been  no  further  cause  of  uneasinesSn  That  gen* 
tieman,  I  am  persuaded,  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say, 
he  has  received  no  ill  treatment  at  my  instance. 
Unnecessary  severity  and  every  species  of  insult  I 
despise,  and.  I  trust,  none  will  ever  have  just  reason 
to  censure  me  in  this  respect  I  have  written  again 
on  your  remonstrance,  and  have  no  doubt  such  a  line 
of  conduct  will  be  adopted,  as  will  be  consistent  with 
the  dictates  of  humanity  and  a^eeable  to  both  his 
and  your  wishes.     1  am,  Sir,  &cV 

■  "  /{itched,  Thatgcncr&l  Washbglwi  be  directed  roinfcnngtrneralHowe. 
ihttt  ihU  Consrtu  mcni  ^iaccrcly  Iaidchi  ihr  nccfrniiy  to  wbich  \h.^y  «ra driven 
hy  ihe  cruel  policy  of  ihcir  cntmicc,  of  cnrenn^j  inln  any  r««o1tt Horn  whicli  Kav? 
■ny  flppc*nmcc  o!  severity  lowarJ*  ihcuc  prisoncri  of  wir  who  have  fallen  or 
maj'fall  into  our  hind* :  but  thai  there  are  tiooiher  means  in  our  power  of  in- 
dudnc  our  enemies  lo  rnpcct  the  ri^hu  of  humAniLy  :  thai  with  thii  vinr  only 

II  b  Ihdr  determmeil  [«?iolutiDn  lo  carry  inro  «xocuiion  the  law  of  relaliation : 
tbftt  if  koy  persons  belonging  to  01  <inp}<jyr']  in  the  90mc«  of  Ihe  UttitcctSutdi. 
or  any  j>f  ihem,  who  x^nw  are,  ot  hpfeafrer  may  h*,  priv^n**™  In  lord  org^^nl 
Howe,  or  any  <ither  copamanderof  hii  Britannic  mjijcntySfoTcea  by  sea  or  land, 
shall  he  lent  to  the  realm  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  patt  of  th«  rlotninions  of  the 
%Aid  king,  lu  be  (here  conftiwl  in  cncnindn  ^olh  of  Urext  UrilAin,  or  any  other 
|d«ce  or  placet  af  cDnfinciDcni,  hi  puniiiMiK-c  of  any  atlur  acuol  the  RrLti»h  pai- 
liBDRit,  or  any  olhar  pfottnca  vhnlever  ;  il  u  the  tvolulfon  of  thU  Con|^ia^ 
tOIrrftl  \\\t  priaotttra  now  m  mir  power,  an<l  Mich  %\  hr^rcificr  may  fall  into  our 
lumda,  in  a  muineru  oetrly  liniiLar  at  drcumMancet  w)ll  idmiL" — yattmtUt 

Mr.  Koben  Morrli  had  been  an  agent  Jot  transmluing  money  to  Licneral 

Lee.      He  received  a  leiter  frum  that  oiricer*  daied  Ma/  191b,  in  which  be  wrote  : 

"The  two  «na3l  bill »  remain  nh  yer  unpaid,  but  1  bavenoocca*ian  for  money  at 

pfctcnt,  ti  my  table  it  very  handtomcly  kepi  by  the  Cictteral.  who  hai  indeed 

treated  me  in  »il   rcipcct!.  with  kindnest,  g«nero<ity,  vid  Tcnderi>eH-"    Mr. 

Moriii  lead  tbii  IclCer  to  Confros.  whercmpOQ  it  waa  naolved.  rhat  the  Coun- 

u  cil  of    Munch iJBcl In  intl  thr  Govcmoi  ijf  VitginlA  ^houkl  be  mf^nn^d  of  the 

I  condition  of  G*n#ra]  Lee,  and  the  Inrmrt  h*  p^qiufBtfld  l^  vrtAt  Colon*]  Camp- 

I  betl,  and  the  lalter  the  five  Hfuiin  of^ccrv.  wilt)  kiTidneKx.  ccncrovily,  and  lend- 


TO  JOSEPH    RECD< 

XliPDi.EjnooK,  t4jBac,  tTTT' 

Dear  Sir. 

Yuur  favor  of  the  4th  was  given  mc  by  Joseph 
Arrowsmiih,  just  as  Mr  Peters  infonned  me  that  he 
was  about  to  set  out  for  Philadelphia.  1  could  not 
resist  the  inclination,  however,  of  detaining  him  long 
enough  to  write  you  n  fthort  letter,  to  thank  you  sm  I 
do  most  sincerely,  for  the  friendly  and  affectionate 
sentiments  contained  in  yours  of  the  above  date 
towards  me,  and  to  assure  you  tliat  I  am  perfectly 
convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  them. 

True  it  is,  1  felt  myself  hurt  by  a  certain  tetter, 
which  appeared  at  that  time  to  be  the  echo  of  one 
from  you-  I  was  hurt,  not  because  1  thought  my 
judgment  wronged  by  the  expressions  contained  in  it, 
but  because  the  same  sentiments  were  not  communis 
catcd  immediately  to  myself.  The  favorable  manner 
in  which  your  opinions,  upon  all  occasions,  had  been 
received,  the  impression  they  made,  and  the  un* 
reserved  manner  in  which  I  wished  and  required 
them  to  be  given,  entitled  me,  I  thought,  to  your 
advice  upon  any  point  in  which  1  appeared  to  be 
wanting.  To  meet  with  any  thing,  then  that  carried 
with  it  a  complexion  of  withholding  that  advice  from 
me.  and  censuring  my  conduct  to  another,  was  such 
an  argument  of  disingcnuity,  that  I  was  not  a  little 
mortified  at  iL  However,  1  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  matters  were  not  as  they  appeared  from  the 
letter  alluded  to.' 
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1  sincerely  wish  that  you  may  accept  the  appoint- 
ment  of  Congress,  and  the  post  I  am  desirous  of 
placing  you  in,  and  must  beg  to  he  favored  with  an 
answer  immediately  upon  the  subject,  as  the  service 
will  not  admit  of  delay.  A  general  ofiRccr  in  that 
department  would  not  only  take  off  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  from  me,  but  be  a  means  of  bringing  those 
regiments  into  order  and  service  with  much  more 
facility  than  it  is  in  my  power,  divided  as  my  atten- 
tion is,  possibly  to  do,  Mr,  Peter's  waiting  obliges 
mc  to  conclude' 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUVLER. 

ItKAD-QUAftTElS,  HiDDLtaJLOOK,  lA  Juae,  1777- 

Dkar  Sir, 

I  have  your  favr,  of  the  gth  &  loth  instant. 
The  account  brought  by  the  officers  from  Canada 
may  not  be  entirely  taie,  but  that  part  which  speaks 
of  a  removal  of  some  regiments  down  the  river  favors 
an  opinion,  that  \  have  for  some  time  cntert.iined  ; 
which  is,  that»  if  Genl  Howe  had  not  a  certainty  of  a 
full  reinforcement  from  England,  part  of  the  Troops 
from  Canada  would  be  ordered  round  for  that  pur* 
pose.  That  the  European  reinforcement  will  be 
short,  or  be  very  late,  is  beyond  a  doubt,  and  there- 
fore the  move  from  Canada  more  probable. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  Genl.  Howe  began  his 
march  from  Brunswic,  seemingly  with  an  intention  to 

'"  ICt>c<urf  to  m<:,  that,  W  j»u  w?rc  to  drc«s  A  icmpanj-ortwo  of  imnwoodt- 
men  in  the  r>(;ht  Ind^vi  Htyle,  Jind  let  ihem  make  an  ftlUck  acromjiaTkicd  vi(h 
■rmtnl  iig  anf I  yclLin|^ft»lhe  IndUMdo,  II  woald  tiavc  very  {oo<I  conscquoiccs, 
cftp«ciAll7  ii  u  butc  a*  posanrle  were  Mid  «t  Wnown  oT  llic  niillcr  bcIonhmiL" 
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push  dirtKTtly  for  Delaware-  In  the  Course  of  the 
Night,  his  From  reached  Somerset  Court^House, 
eight  or  nine  miles  from  Brunswic,  where  he  halted, 
and  has  rc^maincd  ever  since.  His  Rear  is  still  at 
Brunswic,  I  do  not  know  whether  this  was  intended 
as  a  real  move  towards  Philadelphia,  or  whether  it  is 
to  endeavor  to  draw  us  down  from  the  Heights  we 
occupy  iilong  his  whole  Front'  The  Militia  turn  out 
In  a  very  spiriied  manner,  and  seem  determined,  in 
conjunction  wilh  the  Continental  Troops,  to  harass 
and  oppose  the  Enemy  upon  their  march  through  the 
Country*  His  principal  difficulty  will  be  in  crossinfr 
the  Delaware*  We  shall  hang  heavy  upon  his  rear, 
and  I  expect  that  Genl  Arnold  and  Mifflin  will  meet 
him  with  a  considerable  force,  (made  up  of  Conti- 
nental troops  and  militia,)  upon  the  western  Side  of 
the  Delaware.  As  soon  as  I  found  that  the  Enemy 
had  drawn  their  force  into  Jersey,  from  whence  ihcy 
could  not  remove  it.  without  a  good  deal  of  previous 
notice,  I  ordered  down  all  the  troops  from  Peekskill 
except  one  thousand  effective  Continentals  and  the 
militia,  which  is  a  force  superior  to  any  that  the 
Enemy  now  have  in  New  York  or  its  dependencie5,.j 
and  therefore  fully  sufficient  to  prevent  any  surprise^f 
When  these  troops  come  down,  our  army  will  be 
respectable,  and  I  hope  not  only  able  to  check,  but 
to  make  an  impression  upon  some  part  of  the  enemy's 
line     •     *     *     I  am,  &c. 

■  Sir  WiUivn  Howe,  in  docribiDg  thii  moTODrat.  W7»  tbnt  hb  oaIt  ot>|#ct 
wu  to  bring  the  AmericAa  innjr  io  \  g«iienl  action^^Z^'/f^  ia  Ltrd  G.  C^r* 
maimt,  July  sth.  Hi«  f^ljin  bnd  (or  M>mt  time  b«c«  MItM  to  pniond  t» 
PcUiujrlvHikU  by  witcr* 
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TO    MA/OR-GENEBAL   ARNOLD/ 

HlCAi>  Qljartkm  CawI*  at  MidOlUKOOK, 
ITjune,  ITT7- 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  i6th  Inst 
You  meniion  a  want  of  intelligence  respecting  my 
:titviatton,  and  tliat  of  tlic  en^my.  As  to  mine,  the 
main  body  of  our  army  are  encamped  at  MiUdlebrook, 
and  a  considerable  body  under  General  Sullivan  at 
Sourland  Hills,  The  position  here  is  very  strong^, 
and  with  a  little  labor,  which  will  be  bestowed  upon 
It,  will  be  rendered  a  great  deal  more  so.  The  passes 
in  the  mountains  are  far  the  mast  part  extremely  diffi- 
cult, and  cannot  be  attempted  with  any  degree  of 
propriety.  Our  right  is  our  most  accessible  and 
weakest  part,  but  two  or  three  redoubts  will  render 
it  as  secure  as  could  be  wished.  The  enemy  are 
strongly  posted,  having  their  right  at  Brunswic  and 
their  left  at  SomcreeL  Besides  being  well  fortified 
on  their  right,  they  have  the  Rariian  all  along  their 
front,  and  the  Millstone  on  their  lefL  In  this  situa- 
tion an  attack  upon  them  would  not  be  warranted  by 
a  sufficient  prospect  of  success,  and  might  be  attend- 
ed with  the  most  ruinous  consequences  My  design 
therefore  is  to  collect  all  the  force,  that  can  properly 
be  drawn  from  other  quarters,  to  this  post,  so  as 

'  A«  KKHi  av  the  newi  r^^chcd  r]iilaiJdp}iU.  thnt  G«ncnl  Haw«  wu  moving 
(0  Bniniwir,  Congreis  ordcrrd  Gtnenl  Arnold  lo  Trcriton  \  and  by  a  subicquent 
rt«olutioD|  subject  \o  tbv  concurrcrin?  of  t\\t  Su|nYm«  KircuEiv«  Council  of 
I'cnuylvftnU,  watdircctcil  to  tukc  tgvniiiAiitl  cl  ill  ihc  inlhtU  aU  tinilol.  And 
o»  crcry  oilier  part  nf  the  i-ivcf  lu  IFk  cn^itiranl  ul  Phi  laid  cIphijL—^ytfarnvd/r,  14 
June,  1777'  Ue  wan  ni>w  %t  CarjtW'x  Vrrrj,  t3kiii|[  mvaturvv  to  prtmnt  \ht 
«nemr  from  crat^int-  the  DelAwitrc,  sliould  i^udi  tb  AliempF  be  >n  vivir. 
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to  reduce  the  security  of  this  army  to  the  greatest 
possible  certainty,  and  to  be  in  a  condition  of  embra- 
cing any  fair  opportunity  that  may  offer  to  make  an 
advantageous  attack  upon  ihem-  In  the  mean  time, 
I  intend  by  light  bodies  of  militia,  countenanced  by  a 
few  Continental  troops,  to  harass  thcm^  and  weakeri 
thcirnumbers  by  continual  skirmishes. 

1  have  ordered  all  the  Continental  troops  at  Pccks- 
fcill,  except  tlic  number  requisite  for  the  security  of  the 
pu!tt,  to  hasten  on  to  this  army/  and  shall  draw  a  part 
of  General  Sullivan's  troops  to  reinforce  our  right : 
leaving  the  rest  at  and  about  Sourland  Hills  to  gall 
the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy  ;  with  orders,  in  case 
of  any  movement  towards  us,  to  endeavor  to  form 
a  junction,  or,  if  this  should  not  be  practicable,  to  fall 
briskly  upon  their  rear  or  flank,  Tlie  views  of  the 
enemy  must  be  to  destroy  this  army,  and  get  pos- 
session of  Philadelphia  I  am,  however,  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  they  will  not  move  that  way.  till  they 
have  endeavored  to  give  a  severe  blow  to  this  army. 
The  risk  would  be  too  great  to  attempt  to  cross  a 
river,  where  they  must  expect  to  meet  a  formidable 
opposition  in  front,  and  would  have  such  a  force  as 
ours  in  their  rear.  They  might  possibly  be  success- 
ful but  the  probability  would  be  infinitely  against 
them.     Should  they  be  imprudent  enough  to  do  it,  I 

■  Gciicml  l^uinuii  tf*4  ^jnl^rcd.  June  i3(h.  to  woA  foru-ard  Gmenb  rEU^ons, 
McDauj^ftll,  and  (ilovcr,  with  ill  the  Conihicnul  iroopb  ai  PttkAkUl,  «ic«p< 
one  thuuHiuiil  dTctlivc  mco  ;  which  number,  in  conjunction  willi  ihe  mlUlia  aiKt 
convftJptecTRtt  dt  ihsi  putil.  -Mt\  rlermnl  rqu«1  la  tbp  nombrt  of  lli«  pnenif  on  the 
<uc  hide  of  the  lludftcui.  The  flliovedciadiTneaUwtnunlcml  tomirch  in  three 
diyiiionis  c«di  ii>  follow  one  day'^  mordi  behEnd  the  other*  and  each  oJ  the  fint 
two  divinant  to  be  atteitded  by  luo  piece*  ot  artillery. 
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shall  keep  close  upon  their  heels,  and  do  every  thing 
in  my  pow<?r  to  mak*^  the  project  fatal  to  them.  But 
besides  the  argument  for  their  intending,  in  the  first 
place,  a  stroke  3t  this  army,  drawn  from  the  policy  of 
the  measure,  every  appearance  coincides  to  confirm 
the  opinion*  Had  they  designed  for  the  Delaware  in 
the  first  instance,  they  would  probably  have  made 
a  secret,  rapid  march  for  it,  and  not  halted,  as  they 
have  done,  to  awaken  our  attention,  and  give  us  time 
to  prepare  for  obstructing  them.  Instead  of  that, 
they  have  only  advanced  to  a  position  necessary  to 
facilitate  an  attack  upon  our  right,  which  is  the  part 
they  have  the  greatest  likelihood  of  injuring  us  in  ; 
and,  added  to  this  consideration,  they  have  come  out 
as  light  as  possible,  leaving  all  their  baggage,  pro- 
visions, boats,  and  bridges  at  Bmnswic  ;  which  plainly 
contradicts  the  idea  of  pushing  for  the  Delaware. 

It  is  an  happy  circumstance,  that  such  an  animation 

prevails  among  the  people,     I  would  wish  to  let  it 

operate  and  draw  as  many  as  possible  together,  which 

will  be  a  great  discouragement  to  the  enemy,  by  shoW' 

ing  that  the  popular  spirit  is  at  such  a  height ;  and  at 

the  same  time  will  inspire  the  people  themselves  with 

confidence  in  their  own  strength,  by  discovering  to 

every  individual  the  zeal  and  spirit  of  his  neighbors. 

But  after  they  had  been  collected  a  few  days.  I  would 

have  the  greater  part  of  them  dismissed,  as  not  being 

immediately  wanted,  desiring  them  to  hold  themselves 

I  in  readiness  for  any  sudden  call,  and  concerting  sig- 

I  nals  with  them,  at  the  appearance  of  which  they  are 

I  to  fly  to  arms.     1  would  have  every  means  taken  to 
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engage  a  couple  thotifuind  of  them  for  a  month,  or  as 
much  more  as  they  can  be  induced  to  consent  to.  In 
this  case  they  will  be  able  to  render  csscniial  service, 
both  by  an  addiiion  of  strength  for  the  present,  and 
by  lessening  the  fatigue  and  duty  of  the  Continental 
army,  which  will  tend  to  preserve  them  both  in  health 
and  spirits  You  wilt  forward  on  all  the  Continental 
troops  by  a  safe  route,  as  fast  as  ihcy  arrive.  But 
you  need  send  over  no  more  of  the  militia  till  further 
orders.  I  approve  of  your  fortifying  such  places,  as 
you  judge  most  likely  to  frustrate  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  pass  the  river.  I  am.  with  great  regard, 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant 

P-  S.  I  have  been  so  crowded  with  business  at 
Head  Quarters,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  write 
fully  to  Congress — I  should  therefore  be  glad  you 
would  communicate  the  purport  of  this  letter  to 
them. 


TO   M.    DANMOORS, 

HFADQlJARTRRe.   CjUIP  AT   Mr[>l>LEfc«00«, 

T9  Juac,  I77r 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  6th  instant, 
transmitting  me  your  observations  on  the  state  of 
American  affairs,  and  the  part  that  France  is  inter- 
ested by  the  motives  of  good  Policy  to  act  in  conse* 
quence  of  it.  Your  reflections  appear  to  me  ex- 
tremely judicious  and  well  founded,  and  prove  that 
you  have  made  a  good  use  of  your  time,  in  collecting 
the  information  necessary  to  regulate  your  jtidgment. 
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in  a  matter  that  so  intimately  concerns  all  Europe  as 
well  as  America.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  senti- 
ments similar  to  yours  were  impressed  upon  the 
French  Court ;  and  that  they  could  be  induc'd,  not 
to  delay  an  event  50  desirable  both  to  them,  and  to 
us,  as  the  oneyouareaiixious|should  take  place. — An 
immediate  declaration  of  war  against  Britain,  in  all 
probability,  cou'd  not  fail  to  extricate  us  from  all  our 
difficulty's,  and  to  cement  tht?  Bond  of  Friendship  so 
firmly  between  France  and  America,  as  to  produce 
the  most  permanent  advantages  to  both — certainly 
nothing  can  be  more  the  true  Interests  of  France 
than  to  have  a  weight  of  such  magnitude  as  America 
taken  out  of  the  Scale  of  British  Power  and  opulence 
and  thrown  into  that  of  her  own  and,  if  so,  it  cannot 
be  adviseable  to  trust  any  thing  to  contingencies^  when 
by  a  conduct  decisively  in  our  favor,  ihe  object  in 
view,  might  be  put  upon  a  sure  footing. 

Permit  me.  Sir.  to  correct  a  mistake  you  have 
made,  in  narrating  a  fact,  with  respect  to  the  Dan* 
bury  expedition,  ir  which  some  Magazines  of  ours 
were  destroyed. — You  mention  only  an  hundred  men, 
being  lost  to  the  Enemy,  but  from  various  accounts 
and  circumstances*  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt, 
there  must  have  been  at  least  four  hundred  kill'd, 
wounded  &  taken  —  I  have  taken  notice  of  this 
error:  because  it  is  of  some  little  importance,  the 
affair  shou'd  be  rightly  stated,  as  it  serves  to  show  in 
a  striking  point  of  view  the  spirk  of  oppOMlion  pre- 
11  vailing  among  the  People,  which  animated  them  to 

I  assemble  on  so  sudden  an  occasion,  and  to  attack  a 
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regfular  Body  of  two  thousand  men»  with  so  mudi 
vigor,  ^  to  force  them  to  a  precipitate  return,  little 
differing  from  a  rout, 

GcnL  Howe  has  lately  made  a  vcrj'  extraordinary 
movement.  He  sallied  out  from  Brunswick  on  the 
night  of  the  13th  instant  and  marched  towards  Som* 
mcrset  about  nine  miles  distant,  when  he  halted  and 
began  to  fortify. — By  this  opL-ration  lie  had  drawn 
much  nearer  to  us,  and  was  in  a  tolerably  commo- 
dious poslurc  for  attacking  our  right,  which  led  us 
CO  conjecture  this  might  have  been  his  design. — But 
all  of  a  sudden  He  last  night  began  to  decamp,  and 
with  a  good  deal  of  expedition  if  not  precipitation, 
haft  returned  to  his  form*?r  position  with  his  right  at 
Amboy  and  his  left  at  Brunswick,  This  was  cer- 
tainly a  hasty  resolution,  but  from  what  motive  it  is 
not  easy  to  determine-  He  had  begun  a  chain  of  re- 
doubts from  right  to  left,  which  together  with  other 
appearances  indicated  a  design  o(  remaining  there 
some  little  time  at  least.  His  abandoning  the  ground 
he  had  taken  and  leaving  the  redoubts  half  Bnishcd 
is  an  argument  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in  his 
views  and  found  it  necessary  to  alter  them.  Perhaps 
he  was  discouraged  by  the  spirit  that  appeared  among 
the  inhabitants,  who  flocked  together  to  join  our 
Army,  even  beyond  my  expectations.  As  he  began 
to  retire  in  the  night,  had  but  a  little  way  to  go,  was 
protected  on  his  Hank  next  to  us  by  the  Rariton  and 
on  his  rear  by  the  Millstone,  I  had  little  or  no  oppor- 
tunity of  annoying  him  in  his  return.  His  Soldiery 
plundered  the  People  as  usual  and  burnt  many  valu* 
able  houses  In  their  rout. 
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I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  avail  myself  of 
your  services  in  the  way  you  propose  :^-at  the  same 
time  I  assure  you.  I  entertain  as  high  an  opinion  of 
your  zeal,  and  abilities  as  the  opportunities  I  have  had 
of  knowing  you  will  admit.     I  am,  &c' 


to  major-general  schuyletl 

hvad  (jltaatck^  mu>i>lk  brook,  20  judf,  1777- 
Dear  Sir. 

I  am  favd.  with  yours  of  the  i6th  Instant  from  Fort 
Edward  but  that  of  the  14th  from  Saratoga  to  wh. 
you  refer  has  not  come  to  hand. 

Supposing  the  plan  mentioned  in  Amsbury's  evi- 
dence to  be  true,  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Enemy  to  carry  it  into  Execution ; 
but,  to  provide  against  all  Events,  I  have  ordered 
Genl.  Putnam  to  hold  four  Massachusetts  Regiments 
in  readiness  at  Peekskill,  to  go  up  the  River  at  a 
moment's  warning,  and  to  order  Sloops  from  Albany, 
which  are  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose'     It  does  not 

'  "  Vou  ihouid  br  citrtmcly  cautious  in  your  enquiries  into  the  characitr  of 
Ibooe  vho  Aft  not  n&tin-s,  wbo  oflcf  to  cttliKi.  Dcwrcioiu  am^mi;  m«a  nf 
ih&t  cUti  hiiv«  b«cn  »  frct|ucnt  that  unUvi  ^rou  licd  'ca  pn  dLfemination  to  \< 
<A  goojf  &  urnii«pinnin  coniiurf.  Thojr  *hoiiM  hot  bt  Ukrn  ljy  any  Tn»n«. 
OdtvnvLjBC!.  in<4t  probablf ,  ihey  wtU  J«<:cWe  you— ^nilJ  no  tLtirnt^th  Eo  ciur  inriH, 
but  much  rtpvncc  1o  Ihc  Pulilic  a(i,ouni  ind  U|ioii  Lhc  fir^l  opiiortumty  wJM 
Join  Ihc  ECiif  [11^.  U  thoAc  you  have  cnlHled.  arc  Lo  be  KUfiptclcd,  wilt  cicliAn£e 
]f1di-c%  wilh  tnciL  in  iJie  iddTtliiu^  iciftt^  t  hjtic  i»u  v|jj?Li.ii»ii  \  1  llihiW  \\,  wUl 
b*  pniflcnf  Ihpy  ihoiiM,  bul  you  cunnol  compdl  ih^m  wilhouE  vIoUlf&tf  the 
00(ic|Uicn>k  of  tTicir  culUtmcm  anddolng  an  (U:T  of  irjusiicc." — Wa^kiniPm  to 
C^hi^ft  Bayiar,  19  June,  1777. 

•  A  pencil  by  tbc  name  ol  Annbury  had  been  taken  tpbj-  Oenvral  St.  CInir 
a«  a  ipy  from  Canada,  brought  before  General  Schuyler  al  Soratof^.  and  ex«n- 
Ibed,      lie  itAtcd,  that  Ihe  BHtiih  foronware  approaobing  St.  Johe'a,  and  were 
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appear  that  Burgoyne  has  brought  any  Reinforce- 
ments from  Europe.  If  so,  he  cannot  move  with  a 
greater  force  than  6ve  thousand  men.  He  certainly 
will  iievcr  leave  the  Garridon  of  Ticondcroga  in  his 
rear ;  and,  if  he  invests  it  to  any  purpose,  he  will  not 
have  a  sufficient  Number  left  to  send  one  Body  from 
Oswego  and  another  to  cut  off  the  communication 
between  Fort  Edward  and  Fort  George,  As  the 
Garrison  at  Ticonderoga  is  sufficient  to  hold  it 
against  any  attack,  ]  do  not  think  it  politic,  under 
your  representation  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  to 
send  up  Troops  to  consume  what  ought  to  be  thrown 
into  the  fort  Those  Troops  held  ready  by  GenL 
Putnam  can  always,  upon  a  certainty  of  the  Enemy's 
intention  to  pass  by  Ticonderoga  with  the  whole  or 
part  of  their  force,  be  up  time  enough  with  ihc 
assistance  of  the  militia  to  give  them  a  check,  as  their 
march  cannot  be  a  very  rapid  one,     •     *     • 

I  draw  a  ver>' favorable  omen  from  the  intercepted 
letter  to  Genl  Sullivan.  It  shows  that  they  despair 
of  carrying  their  Schemes  by  force,  and  are  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  the  arts  of  Flat- 
tery, Bribery,  and  intimidation.    The  General  is  not  at 


lo  odvuict  andet  Gvncrnl  Bui^oync ;  atid  olw  thai  «  ddaclmieM  «f  Bhtuh 
troops,  CAnadiaDf,  and  JndJani  wii  to  p«iieirale  ihc  countrj  bf  wty  of  tbr 
Mubank  Hivct.  Mc  uddud  <fthi-r  pankuliis.  rcapcqUng  Uic  btreogth  ukI 
*mii»genfiefi(t  of  tht  British  urtny,  wKicli  tumtH  out  \f>  hv  nearly  aocutnts,  but 
of  which  no  iDlcUiufiice  had  lieforc  been  obtained  or  anlidpitcd ;  lor  (t  lud 
been  ■  favorile  idea  wiih  Curgr»s  nnti  th«  CDmrnnnder-in^chiirf.  lh.U  the 
Brilifth  would  not  opmic  in  forcr  from  Canmln  'luring  the  prtvni(  C4iapaiga, 
but  Ihal  (he  tro'idi  wuiiUl  bir  diicly  br<ju|;ht  nmmt  Tiy  wxler  Ici  rclnfcrcc  Gcn- 
vrft]  H«wc,  Hence  the  ■mall  preparHtiont  forilw  defence  of  Ticonderoga, aad 
Ua  fonnlixe  a  norihcm  army. 
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this  post ;  I  therefore  cannot  say  how  far  it  may  be 
agreeable  to  him,  for  you  to  carry  on  the  Corre* 
spondence  in  his  name.  If  your  letter  has  not  gone, 
you  had  better  wait  for  his  cuncurrence,  for  it  is  a 
delicate  matter." 


Since  I  be^n  this  letter,  yours  of  the  14th  came  to 
hand,  the  Contents  of  which  are  fully  answered  by 
what  I  have  before  written.  I  shall  immediately 
forward  the  letter  to  Congress.  It  is  evident  from 
Ccnl  St  Clair's  letter,  that  it  will  not  be  proper 
to  order  up  the  reinforcement  before  it  is  really 
wanted;  for  he  very  judiciously  observes,  that  they 
will  consume  the  Stores.  I  shall  desire  Genl.  Sullivan 
to  inform  me  w^hether  he  knows  such  a  man  as  Robt. 
Shannon  and  what  Is  his  character.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive what  occasions  the  delay  of  the  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire  Continental  Troops;  I  have 
repeatedly  wrote  to  them,  in  the  most  pressing 
manner,  to  have  them  sent  on,  but  in  vain.  I  how- 
ever hope  that  your  Representations,  as  you  are  on 
the  Spot,  will  have  a  better  effect.     *     »     * 

^  Amsbury  ihe  v^y  told  Gvnenl  Schoykr,  in  Ibe  covrve  of  bb  eumintlion. 
Uul,  before  he  Jeft  Montre&l,  ■  cerUin  Jodge  Lcvius  gave  to  him  a  anleen, 
wUh  iJircctioni  tu  put  \\  inCu  Ihr  l^ariHh  of  Conrral  Sullivan,  whom  ho  xuppoMcl 
10  comniAMfl  jU  TIcDiidcro^o,  anil  lu  fct^um  ncnenil  Sulliviti  lii  trincive  a  fU^e 
botlom  m  lh«  ciinte«n,  urnlor  which  hv  would  find  4  t«tt«r.  Th*  eaDl«tn  hdjl 
betn  icoi^Qntailv  I*'*  hy  Anihhury  at  Curt  G^oa"*  ;  bul  \\  wa*  ^eni  Ur%.  ind 
hma|;hi  i[>  General  Schuykr.  who  found  the  IciEer  concealed  In  ihe  niaii[irr  de- 
scnbcdi  4Eid  wriEtcn*  Amibui^  said,  by  one  Michael  Shunnon.  lie  endowd  kt 
toGenernl  ^Vaihingion,  by  whom  it  was  forwarded  (o  General  Sullivan.  The 
Je4(n-  wjis  a  ihallow  contriTvnc*  ID  t[;r  ^^  &ddit;r  and  pairiolLam  of  ui 
AmerJcac  ie«ei«t«1. 
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TO  THK  PR£StDENT  OF  CONGRESS, 


Mei>i>lsv&ook,  >o  Jun*«  1777. 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  last,  I  in- 
formed you  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had 
marched  from  Brunswic,  and  extended  their  van  as 
far  as  Somerset  Court-Hoiise.  \  am  now  to  acquaint 
you»  that,  after  encamping  between  these  two  posts 
and  beginning  a  line  of  redoubts,  they  changed  thetr 
ground  yesterday  morEun^r  ^vA  In  the  t;oun«e  of  the 
preceding  oight,  and  returned  to  Brunswic  again, 
burning,  as  they  went,  several  valuable  dwelling- 
houses,  Wc  had  constantly  light  troops  hovering 
ronnd  them  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit ; 
but,  being  secured  on  their  flanks  by  the  Rariton  and 
Millstone,  they  were  difHcult  to  approach ;  and, 
without  loss,  they  effected  their  return  to  their  for- 
mer posts.  This  sudden  and  precipitate  change  in 
their  operations  has  afforded  matter  for  much  specu- 
lation. We  suppose  their  original  design  was  to 
attempt  an  impression  on  our  right,  or  to  manocuver 
us  out  of  our  ground,  or  to  advance  towards  the  Del* 
aware-  Whether  theseconjectures  were  well  founded, 
cannot  be  ascertained  ;  but  It  is  probable,  if  they  had 
an  impression  in  view,  they  found  it  could  not  be 
attempted  without  gre^t  loss  (as  to  bringing  on  an 
attack,  they  effectually  secured  themselves  against 
one  by  the  post  they  took);  or,  as  passing  the  Dela- 
ware was  their  object,  that,  from  the  temper  of  the 
people,  the  prosecution  of  it»  if  not  impracticable, 
would  meet  with  much  greater  opposition  than  they 
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expecte<i ;  for  I  must  observe,  and  with  p«;culiar  sat- 
isfaction I  do  it,  that,  on  the  first  notice  of  the 
enemy's  movements,  the  militia  assembled  in  the 
most  spirited  manner,  firmly  determined  to  give  them 
every  annoyance  in  their  power,  and  to  afford  us 
every  possible  aid.'  This  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
mention  in  justice  to  their  conduct;  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  General  Howe's  return,  thus 
suddenly  made,  must  have  been  in  consequence  of 
the  information  he  received,  that  the  people  were 
flying  to  arms  in  every  quarter  to  oppose  htm,  I 
shall  not  reason  upon  this  event ;  but  I  cannot  but 
consider  it  as  a  most  fortunate  and  happy  one  to  us, 
and  the  most  distressing  Mr.  Howe  has  yet  expe- 
rienced, unless  he  has  schemes  in  contemplation  be- 
yond the  reach  of  my  conjecture, 

I  should  have  written  to  Congress  more  frequently 
respecting  the  enemy  after  they  came  from  Brunswic. 
had  I  not  been  almost  constantly  on  horse-back,  and 
had  their  designs  been  clear  ;  but  as  they  were  not,  i 
did  not  wish  to  puzzle  them  with  conjectures*  more 
especially  as  I  wrote  to  General  Arnold  (with  whom 

*  "  Ccpvnl  Howe  hu  suddenly  qtiitud  hiit  new  ponC  between  Somcrul  and 
Bruniwkk,  *n<l  hjis  rr(iim«H  \tt  hiPt  old  fctlnation,  Tb«  wlrotc  clevten  at  liii 
miking  liis  liic  ntovemenl  this  way  Diny  poBhibly  bftve  bern  Co  niducc  ut 
to  dnw  oR  our  troDpt  from  fMUtkilt ;  though  T  think  i(  mo«i  fifoljablc  thai  h« 
TU  dujippomicd  in  hit  npcclAliont  of  the  mAnnertn  which  wcthouM  «ct,  and 
ihaf  ftii4^£ig  ilic  pnF|i]c  lumtrd  ^ul  willi  ^rcal  »}jjrU  (u»tiGii^i|]ciiuuj'uppj»itiuii» 
h<  concLufted  It  mott  prudent  (o  hIId<juu1]  hU  m(«niiont  and  rHumf  hii  formu 
ponlion.  liul  Icit  the  6nt  luppotiiion  ihould  be  Inie^  1  have  ordered  Ccncralu 
McDongd  Biid  GtovetcLotto  proceeds  U  they  are  at  Ji  ditiaDCc  (ram  rcckshiK 
itrf  ar«  to  ball  where  they  Are ;  and  if  ihqr  ar«  utax  it>  they  &re  t»  go  hack^ 
Voo  will  cvato  lending  anj  more  oo."^J*'rtj*/fifTint  W  Gr^frm^r  jy^fm^uti. 
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I  was  obliged  to  correspond,  that  he  might  cooperate 
with  me  as  circumstances  should  require)  to  transmit 
them  copies  of  my  letters; 


t  omitted  to  mention  in  my  La-st,  that  in  con<;iiIt;i- 
tlon  with  my  GenL  Officers,  it  was  agreed,  that  pro- 
motions should  be  Regimental  In  the  Army,  for  all 
officers  under  the  rank  of  Field  Officers,  and  for  all 
-of  that  rank,  in  the  line  of  their  State.  This  is  now 
settled  as  a  General  Rule,  a  right  being;  reserved 
However,  that  it  may  be  made  for  particular  merit 
out  of  this  line  or  refused  for  demerit  or  any  substan- 
tial objection/     I  have.  &c. 

^  TKp   1l««rd  or   War  tnbmitlpd  lh«  follawin^  proponHonf  4  Jon*,  I7T^  :— 

•'WhcrcM  Congrctidid  on  the  i6th  dnyol  Sq^lcmber  in  ihe  ycAr  1776  le- 
lolve  ibitl  ihc  IxGibJaiive  powers  of  each  of  Ihc  thirteen  United  StAto  fthould 
ftppolnl  ftU  the  oHiccn  in  the  Rt^mcnti  tf>  be  itti«ed  in  their  r«Kp«ctm  Sl&ici ; 
flBd  vh^refls  some  Sinus  pnKwded  10  ih«  ■{ipoiniment  of  ihcir  offic«n  A  ■& 
cKilJei  iIajt  thikji  oLhen,  bjr  wEiicb  iii»ni  mBn)rof  ihovc  who  were  Junior  «dltocn 
beforv  the  vAirl  16  SpprrrrH«<rwniiM  imk*  rnnte  [>f  ^'ninrnnn,  alrlm'tk^y  dumld 
both  be  promoted  to  the  i.uiie  nnk  in  the  n«vrnnny,  to  prevent  which  >ad  tb&t 
00  ConlrovtrviM  nijr  berralEer  iHm  or  thv  Subject  of  Kauk  it  w  rewlvtd. 

"i>  Th»I  rvety  officer  in  the  itmy  of  the  U  ailed  Sutrx  uniler  the  Rink  of* 
Vrigiflfer  Cenml,  who  \\a>  been  jirxiniuicJ  ot  «pptiinic<l  bf  Con|;r«W,  br  ibc 
Commandft  in  chief,  ar  by  ihc  Lr^jihlaEivv  ut  Envcufiv*  aulfickriLy  of  anyci  ika 
Slal««v  h*vmie  Authority  ia  to  do.  by  virtu?  of  chc  alxjve  inenEiuned  or  ■ny  re«>- 
JatJon  of  CongrcMi(ncc  llie  ufd  i&ib  day  of  September ;  icid  who  Art  not  ytt 
commiuidned,  &hal!  havt  tbeir  commivion*  dated  <u  on  thf  17th  September, 
1776,  BTid  lucb  who  are  Already  coiaminjODcdptbc  ConnaAndcr  Jd  cbteloicooi- 
m*nder  in  kny  Dcpuimcnt,  thftU  kiier  to  tbftt  dMc  ;  Ibc  dale  of  aaid  Comsl^ 
«{ani  rupectine  only  the  mnX  of  the  afhccn,  their  paj«hdL  comHUcee  fron  the 
icspeclive  times  of  (hdr  appdoimcnt*. 

**  t.  ThaE  all  pcnuns  who  wens  oticeri  before  the  said  tTtfi  day  of  SqrtCDbcc 
an<l  continue  Mtobv,ih4llhAvo  their  rank  in  the  army  dele rmLDe<l  Irom  IbedttbH 
d(  thvir  (uiumJviiwiB  prciiou^  totb^il  ddy.aiid  if  lb«  njiDiniHiont  q'  any  two  of 
TBor*  wrr*  <>f  ^ual  <ta1»,  ihf  nnW  of  «ach,  with  rMpcct  tc>  each  olhrr.  thcJl  be 
dderaiiDcd  by  their  futura  rank  in  the  amy  oF  the  Untied  5iat<ft,  and  when 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OK   CONGRESS. 

MiD&LZBAOOK,  rt  o'dock  P.M.,  ^  June,  IT77- 
SlR, 

I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that 
the  enemy  evacuated  Brunswic  this  morning  and 
retired  to  Amboy,  burning  many  houses  as  they  went 
along.  Some  of  them,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
flames,  were  considerable  buildings-  From  several 
pieces  of  information,  and  from  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances, it  was  evident  that  a  movement  was  in  agita- 
tion, and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  it  was 

<b*l  lu«  Always  lifien  equal,  tlwq  by  ballot  to  b«  t&k«n  in  mch  nunnorutb* 
Commindi^rin  chief  flhaJt  direct' 

"  3.  Th«(  all  PenoD*  hftviaj^  heretofore  i«rv«d  u  oflicCTB  in  the  trmy  of  th« 
UDtte<]  SutLTh,  an^  i^nimotcii  011  <ir  hiiicr  Ihc  17  Sepie>nb«r,  177fi,  «hAl]  have 
Ifadf  rank  mih  mpccE  lo  ca^h  other  dcicrmlncd  from  Ibetr  lormcr  rank  And 
date  of  fgnoci  conmiixuuiUi,  and  if  iwo  ijr  more  ii<(G  of  equal  r^nk  before  tuch 
promotion,  tiul  all  of  wlinke  former  f<iinmjM4unk  b'>rv  the  ifanifl  daTv^  thvtr  nnk 

with  re»i>ect  to  e^ch  other,  nbklt  be  dciermined  by  ballot,  to  be  Uken  In  «ucli 
manner,  xs  the  ComTaandcT  in  chief  ihoD  direct. 

"  4.  That  lU  persons  who  have  not  heretofore  been  <ifficcn  in  Ihc  *nny  of 
tbc  United  ^Staiei  an<3  uho  hnvc  on  or  since  the  171I1  Scplember  lut  been 
viftde  to,  fthaJl  ha^e  ibeir  nnli  with  reipect  to  each  other  delentiitivd  b^ 
billot,  to  be  uken  in  such  manner  ju  the  Commsjulcr  in  iihkf  shall  direct, 

"  J.  That  the  cumtninder  in  cliicf  lUid  Lrozumander  ol  carh  Department  rc- 
tpcctiwky*  ihtU  orJer  return  10  b«  made  Lo  them  by  the  c>jIoD?b  or  command- 
log  officen  of  corpi,  apoLif)!!!!!  the  diflercnl  r^oka  in  wfiitb  ercr>  oltcief  of  Each 
Corp*  hath  ot  doth  Mrrc,  »ith  tbc  date  of  tbe  CoaimuHiion«  be  hath  held, 
and  th«  date  of  thr  Crmmi-ixlon  he  doth  new  hold,  and  where  no  o^ramivioni 
hiTe  been  iiBued  to  them,  the  date  of  tbe  ippoinlmenti  noi-injf  by  whom  luch 
apfioinKncnt  wok  midct  and  every  officer  what  hu  over  that  «ha11  presume  to 
make  1  fabe  return  oJ  ihc  ilaLr  of  \\\s  cnmmiiMon^  or  of  the  rank  he  hotdit,  or 
dkJ  licdd,  tball  u^kiu  cuiivit^liuu  be  \\i*v  futto  Ciuhlcred. 

'*  6,  Tixnl  the  Boturd  of  War  iiumcdijir?]}  write  to  (he  Goven<>rt,  PrAldonti 
Of  CouncHb  of  Safety  of  eich  of  the  UriLted  States  to  M^nJ  a  rHiirn.  npecifyinf 
the  natnet  of  the  diflTerenl  ofTicert.,  lime*  of  Iheir  appoiatmcnt,  &  imnk  they  hold 
in  the  nrw  established  tesimfnta/' 

In  Jno.  Hancock't  MS.  "  Agiced  lo  send  a  oi>py  to  Genl.  Wadungtoa,  he  to 
point  oullh«  objectiom,  if  he  hai  any." 
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intended  this  morning.  I  therefore  detached  three 
brigades  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Greene  to  fall  upon  their  rear,  and  kept  the  main 
body  of  the  army  paraded  upon  the  heights,  to  sup- 
port them  if  there  should  be  occasion.  A  party  of 
Colonel  Morgan's  regiment  of  light-infantry  attacked 
and  drove  the  Hessian  picket  about  sunrise:  and» 
upon  the  appearance  of  General  Wayne's  brigade 
and  Morgan's  regiment  (who  got  first  to  the  ground) 
opposite  Brunswic,  the  enemy  immediately  crossed 
the  bridge  to  the  east  side  of  the  rivcr^  and  threw 
themselves  into  redoubts,  which  they  had  before  con- 
structed Our  troops  advanced  briskly  upon  them; 
upon  which  they  quitted  the  redoubts  without  making 
any  opposition,  and  retired  by  the  Amboy  road> 

As  all  our  troops,  from  the  difference  of  their 
stations  in  camp,  had  not  come  up  when  ihc  enemy 
began  to  move  off,  it  was  impossible  to  check  them ; 
as  their  numbers  were  far  greater  than  we  had  any  rea- 
son to  expect,  being,  as  we  were  informed  afterwards, 
between  four  and  five  thousand  men.  Our  people 
pursued  them  as  far  as  Piscataway  ;  but  finding  it 
impossible  to  overtake  them,  and  fearing  they  might 
be  led  on  too  far  from  the  main  body^  they  returned 
to  Brunswic-  By  information  of  the  inhabitants. 
General  Howe,  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  General  Grant, 
were  in  the  town  when  the  alarm  was  first  given  ;  hut 
they  quitted  it  very  soon  aften 

In  the  pursuit,  Colonel  Morgan's  riflemen  exchanged 
several  sharp  fires  with  the  enemy,  which,  it  is  im- 
magined,  did  considerable  execution.  I  am  in  hopes 
that  they  afterwards  fell  in  with  General  Maxwell, 
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who  was  detached  last  night  witli  a  strong  party,  to 
lie  between  Brunswic  and  Amboy  to  intercept  any 
convoys  or  parties  that  might  be  paiasing;  but  I  have 
yet  heard  nothing  from  him,  General  Greene  desires 
me  to  make  mention  of  the  conduct  and  bravery  of 
General  Wayne  and  Colonel  Morgan,  and  of  their 
officers  and  men.  upon  this  occasion,  as  they  con- 
stantly advanced  upon  an  enemy  (ar  superior  to  them 
in  numbers,  and  well  secured  behind  strong  redoubts. 
General  Sullivan  advanced  from  Rocky  Hilt  to 
Bninswic  with  his  division ;  but,  as  he  did  not  receive 
his  order  of  march  till  very-  late  at  night,  he  did  not 
arrive  till  the  enemy  had  been  gone  some  time.  I 
have  sent  down  Lord  Stirling's  division  to  reinforce 
General  Maxwell  ;  in  ihe  morning  I  shall  move  the 
main  body  of  the  army  to  some  secure  post  nearer 
Amboy,  from  whence  we  can  with  more  ease  annoy 
the  enemy,  than  from  this  distance^  I  am  inclined 
to  think  they  mean  to  cross  to  Staten  Island  :  If  they 
do,  wc  may  perhaps  find  an  opportunity  of  making-  a 
stroke  upon  their  rear;  at  any  rate  we  shall  have  a 
chance  of  obliging  them  to  make  a  total  evacuation  of 
the  State  of  Jersey.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


TO   JOSEPH    REED, 

MIDDLUKOOK,  ■]  JTuae,  1 77?.' 


■  R«Ai  in  CongrcH  ihi  a^th. 

*  By  «Q  ovcrdahc  Ihu  kUer  wu  printed  on  paffc  toi  of  the  pR4«Tit  volime. 
under  ditv  of  Janucirr  ^jd.  as  il  wis  ^jrinicil  it^  the  Li/f  of  £rtfur  44  BfrdL 
i  The  IcUcr  ib  prinlcd  with  ihc  tir;*fKr  dute  in  ihc  PrvittdtHgi  o/iht  Afaintiktt* 

I  Jtrii  //iit^ricai  Society,  vil<,  137,  but  ctic  DAme  of  die  pcrton  lo  wbom  li  w 

I  writica  ia  oEoitted, 


When  I  had  the  honor  to  address  yoj  last,  it  was 
on  the  subject  of  the  Enemy's  retreat  from  Bruiibwitk 
to  Amboy  and  of  the  measure  pursued  to  annoy  them. 
At  the  time  of  writing,  the  information  I  had  received 
respecting  their  loss  was  rather  vague  and  uncertain  : 
But  we  have  reason  to  believe  from  intelligence  thro' 
various  channels  since,  that  it  was  pretty  considerable 
and  fell  chiefly  on  the  Grenadiers  and  Light  Infantry, 
who  formed  their  covering  party.  The  inclosed  copy 
of  a  Letter,  containing  the  information  of  a  person 
just  from  New  York,  corresponds  with  other  accounts 
on  this  Head  and  with  the  Declarations  of  some 
Deserters.  Some  of  the  accounts  arc  that  officers 
were  heard  to  say,  they  had  not  sulTered  so  severely 
since  the  affair  at  Princeiown. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Brunswic,  I  determined, 
with  the  advice  of  my  general  officers,  to  move  the 
whole  army  the  next  morning  to  thi<;  po&t,  where 
they  would  be  nearer  the  enemy,  and  might  act 
according  to  circumstances.  In  thib  I  was  prevented 
by  rain,  and  they  only  moved  yesterday  morning,  I 
have  advanced  Lord  Stirling's  division  and  some 
other  troops  lower  down  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Matuchin  meeting-house,  and  intended  to  have 
posted  more  there  ;  but  found,  on  reconnoitring  the 
ground,  that  it  was  low  and  disadvantageoust  and 
still  more  unfavorable  through  a  scarcity  of  water 
These  reasons,  added  to  that  of  there  not  being  the 
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smallest  prospect  of  attacking  the  enemy  in  Amboy 
vrith  a  probability  of  success,  secured  on  their  flanks 
by  water  and  in  their  front  by  strong  redoubts  across 
the  neck,  would  not  permit  me»  either  in  my  own 
opinion  or  that  of  my  general  officers,  to  keep  any 
greater  body  of  men  in  that  quarter,  where  they 
would  have  been  dispersed,  and  of  consequence  ex- 
tremely insecure. 

I  have  light  parties  lying  close  on  the  enemy's 
lines,  to  watch  their  motions,  and  who  will  be  ready 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  Lord  Stirling's  division 
and  such  other  troops  as  it  may  be  necessary  to 
detach  ;  though  I  think,  and  «o  do  the  rest  of  the 
officers,  that  no  event  is  likely  to  take  place  that  will 
require  more,  since  the  idea  of  forcing  their  lines,  or 
bringing  on  a  general  engagement  on  their  own 
ground,  is  universally  held  incompatible  with  our  in- 
lercst»  and  that  that  number  is  sufficient  to  avail  us  of 
any  advantages  we  can  expect  to  arise  from  their 
retreating  from  Amboy,  supposing  notice  of  the  fact 
should  be  obtained.  Their  contiguity  to  the  Sound, 
and  the  small  distance  across  it,  having  boats  pre- 
pared to  pass  in,  will  enable  them  to  get  off,  should 
they  so  incline,  against  cver>'  prudent  and  justifiable 
exertion  on  our  part  Whether  such  is  their  design, 
is  more  than  I  can  positively  determine  ;  but  there  Is 
ever)'  reason  to  believe,  that  they  have  been  and  arc 
transporting  their  baggage  to  Staten  Island,  and 
making  every  preparation  to  embark  on  board  their 
transports  for  some  ne\v  expedition. 

Your  favor  of  the  ^4th  I  just  now  received,  and  am 
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extremely  obliged  by  your  cordial  congratulations  on 
the  enemy's  retreat  from  Bnmswic,  and  favorable 
interpretation  of  the  event  of  my  conduct.  The 
resolution  you  did  me  the  honor  to  transmit  shall 
have  my  attention.  It  is  nuicli  to  be  regretted,  that 
an  express  sent  off  to  General  Maxwell  on  Saturday 
night,  to  inform  him  of  General  Greene's  movement 
towards  Brunswic.  that  he  might  conduct  himself 
accoMingly.  did  not  reach  him.  Whether  the  express 
went  designedly  to  the  enemy,  or  was  taken,  is 
not  knuwn ;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  he  fell  into 
their  hands.  If  General  Maxwell  had  received  the 
order,  there  is  no  doubt  but  their  whole  rear-guard 
would  have  been  cut  ofT.  This  the  enemy  confessed 
themselves,  as  we  are  well  informed  by  persons  in 
Bonhamtown.  By  a  reconnoitring  party  just  re- 
turned, it  is  reported  as  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
any  of  the  enemy  have  removed  from  Amboy ;  though 
it  is  almost  certain  they  have  transported  a  great  deal 
of  their  baggage.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &a' 


I 

I 


TO    THE    rRESIDEKT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Camp  at  Muhjumoox,  \%  June,  1777, 

Sir, 

On  Thursday  morning  General  Howe  advanced 
with  his  whole  army  in  several  columns  from  Amboy. 
as  far  as  Westfield.  We  are  certainly  informed,  that 
the  troops  sent  to  Staten  Island  returned  the  preced* 
ing  evening,  and,  it  15  said,  with  an  augmentation  of 
marines,  so  that  carrying  them  there  was  a  feint  with 
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intention  to  deceive  us.  His  design  in  this  sudden 
movement  was  either  to  bring  on  a  general  engage- 
ment upon  disadvantageous  terms,  considering  mat' 
ters  in  any  point  of  view,  or  to  cut  off  our  light 
parties,  and  Lord  Stirling's  division,  which  was  sent 
down  to  support  them,  or  to  possess  himself  of  the 
heights  and  passes  in  the  mountains  on  our  left.  The 
two  last  seemed  to  be  the  first  objects  of  hisattcntion, 
as  his  march  was  rapid  against  these  parties,  and 
indicated  a  strong  disposition  to  gain  those  passes. 

In  this  situation  of  affairs  it  was  thought  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  should  move  our  force  from  the 
low  grounds,  to  occupy  the  heights  before  them  ; 
which  was  effected.  As  they  advanced,  they  fell  in 
with  some  of  our  light  parties  and  part  of  Lord  Stir- 
ling's division,  with  which  they  had  some  pretty  smart 
skirmishing,  with  but  very  little  loss  I  believe  on  our 
side,  except  in  three  field^picces.  which  unfortunately 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands;  but,  not  having  obtained 
returns  yet,  1  cannot  determine  it  with  certainty;  nor 
can  we  ascertain  what  the  enemy's  loss  was.  As  soon 
as  we  had  gained  the  passes,  1  detached  a  body  of 
light  troops  under  Brigadier-General  Scott,  to  hang 
on  their  flank,  and  to  watch  their  motions ;  and  have 
ordered  Morgan's  corps  of  riflemen  to  join  him  since. 
The  enemy  remained  at  Westfield  till  yesterday  after- 
noon, when,  about  three  o'clock,  they  moved  towards 
Samptown,  with  our  light  troops  in  their  rear  and 
pursuing.  The  enemy  have  plundered  all  before 
them,  and,  it  is  said,  burned  some  houses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

*  Read  Id  Congrett  June  )oth. 
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TO  JOHN   AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 

CAUT  at  HtDOUMLOOK,  ^9  JhAC,  I777. 

Dear  Brother. 

Whether  it  is  owing  to  your  not  writing  to  mc,  or 
to  the  miscarriage  of  Letters,  I  cannot  undertake  to 
say:  but  certain  it  is,  I  have  not  received  a  Letter 
from  you  for  some  considerable  time. — 

Finding  GcnL  Howe  was  assembling  his  whole 
Force  (excepting  the  necessary  Garrisons  for  New 
York  &c,)  Al  Brunswic,  in  this  State.  1  began  to  col* 
lecl  mine  al  this  place ;  (a  strong  piece  of  ground)  ten 
miles  distant  from  him,  where  !  have  now  been  (in 
my  Tent)  about  5  Week^ — On  the  night  of  the  1 3th 
He  march "d  out  of  Brunswick,  and  advanced  the  head 
of  hifi  column  to  Somerset  Court  House,  nine  miles, 
whilst  the  Rear  Remained  at  Middlcbrook  about  4 — 
In  this  Situation  he  lay  till  the  19th:  his  left  wing 
covered  by  Brunswick — his  Right  by  the  River  Mill- 
stone and  his  Front  by  the  Rariton.  perfectly  secure 
from  any  attempt  of  ours,  if  we  bad  been  in  other 
respects,  ripe  for  an  attack. 

Our  conjectures  of  this  move  were  two,  cither  that 
it  was  designed  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  or,  which 
was  much  the  most  probable,  against  this  army ;  as- 
it  was  not  to  be  conceived  that  GenL  Howe  would 
be  rash  enough  to  proceed  across  the  country  with 
one  Army  in  Front,  while  this  under  my  command 
waA  so  situated  as  to  fall,  at  any  time  upon  his  Flank 
and  rear,  without  making  an  attempt  to  defeat  and 
disperse  it. 

Be  the  real  design  which  it  would,  certain  it  is  & 
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disappointment,  and  much  chagreen  followed  ;  for  on 
the  night  of  the  19th  a  sudden  retreat  was  made  back 
to  Brunswick,  burning  and  destroying  Houses  &c.  as 
they  went 

This  Retreat  I  am  persuaded  was  the  effect  of  dis- 
pair  at  finding  the  militia  of  this,  and  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  turning  out  to  oppose  them,  whilst  they 
would  have  part  of  my  force  (if  they  had  attempted 
lo  cross  the  Delun)  to  oppose  ihem  in  Front,  at  the 
passage  of  the  river,  whilst  I  should  be  laying  at 
them  behind — and  to  attack  my  Troops  situated  as  I 
am,  they  found  impracticable  without  great  loss,  and 
a  probable  defeat. 

On  Sunday  the  22d  they  retired  from  Brunswick 
to  Amboy,  bul  having  intimation  of  the  design  the 
evening  before,  I  detached  three  Brigades  to  fall 
upon  their  Rear  from  whom  I  believe,  they  received 
a  pretty  good  peppering.— some  accounts  make  their 
loss  in  killtKl  and  wounded  near  500,  but  the  truth  of 
this  I  do  not  undertake  to  vouch  for,  as  they  are 
equal  to  Indians  in  concealing  their  loss,  by  a  removal 
of  their  dead,  and  were  they  to  take  up  the  business 
of  scalping  they  would  much  resemble  savages,  in 
cverj*  respect !— so  much  is  the  boasted  generosity* 
and  Glory  of  Bntains  fallen  ! 

So  soon  as  they  got  to  Amboy  they  began  to 
Transport  their  Baggage  and  Stores  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble to  Staten  Island,  and  having  divested  themselves 
of  all  Incumbrance  of  this  kind,  they  moved  out  their 
whole  force  on  Thursday  last,  and  advanced  rapidly, 
towards  u»t— what  was  the  designe  of  this  new  ma- 
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aoeuvre  I  know  not — whether  to  attempt  our  strength 
on  the  left  as  they  had  before  done  on  our  Right— 
whether  to  cut  of  the  light  Troops  which  1  had 
advanced  towards  their  Lines — -whether,  finding  them* 
selves  a  little  disgraced  by  their  former  move,  they 
wanted  to  llourish  off  a  little  at  quilting  the  Jerseys — 
or,  whether  by  this  sudden  eruption  they  meant  to 
possess  themselves  of  as  much  fresh  provision  as  they 
could  plunder  the  Inhabitants;  and  spread  desola* 
tion  ;  as  I  have  said  before,  I  know  not ;  but  certain 
it  is  they  have  left  nothing  which  they  could  carry-  off, 
Robbing,  Plundering,  and  burning  Houses  as  they 
went — We  followed  them  with  light  Troops  back  to 
their  works  at  Amboy,  but  could  not  prevent  the 
Desolation  they  committed. 

I  expect  from  appearances  and  my  Intelligence, 
they  will  be  Imbarked  in  a  few  hours  for  Staten  Isl- 
and, or  New  York ;  for  what  other  expedition  time, 
not  I,  can  discover — By  means  of  their  shipping  and 
the  easy  transportation  that  shipping  affords,  they 
have  it  much  in  their  power  to  lead  us  a  very  disa- 
greeable dance — My  best  wishes  attends  my  Sister 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  family  &  with  every  sentimt. 
&c 


I 


I 


TO   GOVERNOR   TRUMBL'LU 

Camp,  at  MiD:>Le0aoQK,  t  Jul^,  1777- 


Sir, 

I  had  last  night  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  tlie  27th 
of  June-  The;proposition,  which  relates  to  the  ex- 
change of  the  gentlemen  you  mention,  is  entirely 
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agreeable  to  me,  as  they  are  now  entitled  to  a  re- 
Icascinent,  from  the  time  of  their  captivity,  and  fall 
within  the  rule  of  Exchange  I  have  prescribed  to 
myself,  which  is  thai  of  liberating  those  firat,  who 
were  first  taken.  1  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  comply  with  your  request  for  arms.  Notwith- 
standing  the  many  arrivals,  there  is  scarcely  a  suffi' 
cicncy  to  supply  tltc  demands  for  the  Continental 
troops-  What  has  become  of  them  I  am  unable  to 
conceive.  Every  State  complains  of  a  deficiency; 
and  great  part  of  their  several  quotas  comes  into  the 
field  very  indifferently  furnished,  and  yet  the  public 
magazines  are  nearly  exhausted.  The  importations, 
from  time  to  time,  far  exceed  the  number  of  Con- 
tinental troops  raised  to  make  use  of  them.  These 
have  not  and  could  not  have  been  all  put  into  their 
bands ;  and  yet  there  are  very  few  of  them  now  to  be 
found  undisposed  of.  If  they  are  not  many  of  them 
in  possession  of  the  militia,  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
where  they  arc,  as  a  very  inconsiderable  part  o{  them 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  fluctu- 
ating state  of  the  army,  and  the  irregular  manner  in 
which  the  militia  usually  left  the  camp,  rendered  it 
impracticable  to  withdraw  the  arms  entrusted  to  them 
at  their  coming  out;  and  gave  them  a  fair  opportu- 
nity of  approprladng  them  to  themselves,  which, 
every  reason  obliges  me  to  believe,  they  did  not  fail 
to  improve.  It  appears  to  me  highly  probable,  that, 
upon  a  careful  scrutiny,  many  individuals  will  be 
found  in  possession  of  more  than  their  own  use  re- 
quires, and  the  surplus  will  fully  answer  the  purpose 
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you  have  in  view.  It  \%  painful  to  me  to  refuse  any 
request  of  yours  ;  but  when  from  the  want  of  being 
fully  acquainted  with  all  circumstances  it  happens  to 
interfere  with  the  genera]  good.  I  am  convinced  it  is 
your  wish  I  should  give  the  preference  to  thaL  You 
will  easily  be  sensible  Sin  that  it  would  be  improper, 
entirely  to  drain  the  public  arsenals,  or  to  straighten 
the  Continental  army  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
militia.  In  case  of  emergency  it  will  be  much  more 
easy  to  draw  them  thence  and  put  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  inhabitants,  than,  if  they  were  once  dis- 
tributed to  them,  and  should  be  wanted  for  the  Con- 
tinental troops,  they  couid  be  recovered  from  them 
to  aniiwer  the  call.  Should  your  State  be  seriously 
invaded,  and  your  mllitta  unarmed,  you  cannot  doubt 
they  would  be  supplied  with  every  means  of  defence 
in  the  power  of  the  public  ;  that  any  arms  in  store  not 
immediately  wanted  for  the  army  would  be  given  to 
those  who  were  diiiposed  to  make  use  of  them.  But 
when  Continental  arms  arc  wanted  for  Continental 
troops,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  those  should  remain 
iinsupplied,  and  those  arms  be  dedicated  to  another 
purpose.  They  cannot  in  any  case,  or  at  any  time  be 
so  useful  as  in  their  hands,— 

Since  my  last,  the  enemy,  disappointed  in  their 
attempt  upon  our  right,  have  made  an  experiment 
upon  our  left ;  and,  frustrated  in  that  also,  have  now 
abandoned  the  Jerseys,  and  encamped  upon  Siaten 
Island.  There  is  a  great  stir  among  their  shipping ; 
and.  in  all  probability,  their  next  movement  will  be 
by  water :  thougrh  it   is  impossible  to  decide,  with 
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certainty,  to  what  place.  But  I  last  night  received 
intelligence  from  General  Schuyler,  that  General 
Burgoync  is  beginning  to  operate  against  Ticon- 
deroga  and  its  dependencies.  If  it  is  not  merely  a 
diversion,  but  a  serious  attack,  of  which  it  bears 
strongly  th(-'  appearance,  it  is  a  certain  proof,  that 
the  next  step  of  General  Howes  army  will  be  tow- 
ards Peekskill,  and  very  suddenly,  if  pQs&ible,  to  get 
possession  of  the  passes  in  the  Highlands,  before 
this  army  can  have  time  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
troops  already  there,'  To  guard  against  contingencies. 
I  have  ordered  General  Parsons's  and  General  Var- 
num's  brigades  to  march  off  with  all  despatch  towards^ 
Peckbkill,  and,  when  they  <ire  arrived  at  or  near  that 

*  "The  •hipilhftt  were  at  Am(>o]rtDOv«ddoM'D  round SUEenlfiindlhU moni- 
Lng,  Kiid  slL  iht  troops  tbal  wcic  encamped  oppc>»lle  lo  ihc  town  siruck  ihcir 
tcnu  and  mvched  ofT.  Upon  the  whole,  there  U  the  suonicetl  icAboii  io  con- 
clade  ihat  CfineriLl  Elowc  will  pujih  up  the  river  immcdiialely  to  ca&|icn>ic  vnth 
thr  army  frmm  (IiiTiad.i,  wln^-li,  \\  sjiitftn  fnipi  jHe  tcctrunU  tmnimitlol  liy 
GvnenJ  St.  CUir.  h»«  cotUh^ly  in  view  an  attack  on  Tlcondcrosa  %j\A  Ehe 
wvenl  dependent  piMU,  In  thU  vfewtof  thint[t.  \X  tc<ms  abwlutdy  necpaary 
lor  yoa  to  panue  the  tnoil  tpeedy  And  cffcctiul  mc«iure>  to  obiam  a  leipccu 
mble  rdnfoEi^cmcnt  uf  the  nel^hlrorfng  militia.  No  tLmv  U  to  be  lost.  Muob 
nu^  be  al  aiake  ;  and  1  am  pcniudcd.  if  General  Itowp  it  gr^ing  up  the  river^ 
he  nill  m«ke  a  npid  and  vieoroot  puth  lo  gAin  tbc  HiEhUnd  pjuiet, " — W^$h* 
ingl^n  ttr  Putnam^  t  July,  (777- 

"  G^foeral  Howe,  as  you  have  beeii  informed,  mode  a  show  of  mnrching  for 
ttw  DflUwaie.  tut  ftudJeuly  lumcd  buck  to  BrunswiCi  and  frrjin  [Imiuc  (0 
Attboy*  Ite  cam*  out  a^nin  with  h.n  whald  (orctf  a  f<w  day*  ■4!^>  >*ith  a 
aeemini*  intention  lo  make  h  ifpneral  attack  npon  u«.  but  iflvr  mnrchinc  aeven 
or  eighl  milei,  pimUcl  with  the  Soun'l,  he  txlumcda^ln  imo  Amlioy,  contents 
ing  lilflnieLf  with  butninj^  man^  Houtc*  and  plunderiD^  al^  Uiat  fell  in  h.\%  way. 
I'he  dij  before  ynleniay  he  threw  the  whole  of  hu  ftnny  over  to  Statctv  Iiland, 
uid  tulaUy  eiitunlcJ  llie  ^ititic  of  New  Jersey.  Ikf^ie  the  ai^tuunii  fiom  the 
Qonhwflrd  wr  were  moch  at  a  loti  to  iccmint  iat  th«>e  itrange  MaasDTcn  :  but 
it  now  looki  very  like  a  plan  to  antuie  uii.  till  »ccounE4  could  be  rccd,  by 
tbem  of  the  tnoicmenU  of  Burgoync.  U  a  coaprrarion  m  intended*  Geoend 
Howe  muBt  tptedily  throw  off  the  Mask,  and  make  hu  prepiratiotu  for  going 
up  the  North  K\nct ;  U  he  doev  not,  I  vball  think  that  ibo  Fleet  and  a  naaU 
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post,  a  reinforcement  of  four  of  the  strongest  Massa- 
chusetts regiments  w!ll  proceed  thence  immediately  to 
Albany,  on  their  way  to  Ticondcroga.  I  have  also 
ut^cd  General  Clinton,  without  loss  of  time,  lo  call 
out  a  respectable  body  of  the  New  York  militia,  to 
join  General  Putnam*  I  have  the  fullest  confidence, 
that  you  will  do  every  thing  yoj  can,  to  second  my 
endeavors,  by  forwarding,  as  fast  as  possible,  the  re- 
maining troops  of  your  State,  or  whatever  else  may 
be  in  your  power.  Our  greatest  exertions  will  be 
requisite,  to  counteract  the  enemy  in  their  first  at- 
tempts, on  which  their  success  chiefly  depends,     I 

have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  S\t,  &c 
«  II  #  »  *  tt 


force  of  Indifliu  «nd  Iighl  Troop*  Are  untisiog  fob  upon  the  LAk«,  wUle  Ifce 
wajn  bod^  ooimci  round  JiaU  form^  a  jnitctjon  by  Wbicr.  One  Reason  opcriiei 
airODgly  «£*iii»t  tfiU,  in  a\y  o|^nicn,  uiij  chat  is.  that  h  Man  of  Genaiml  Bar- 
fioyne't  spirit  and  Enterprise  woulJ  never  Iuitc  rammed  (re«i  Cniflnnd.  mcretj 
to  execute  A  plan  from  which  no  ^^^^'^  Credit  oj  Honur  wm  in  be  (lcnvr>d,  I 
%Yio\\.  therefore.  lill  I  tee  the  conlrvy,  believe,  thnt  he  will  make  a  fptrenwMU 
ellcri  to  brc^  chroueti  by  tiic  Way  ol  i  icondemfra.  1  ib^U  hold  tbit  Aimy  in 
reAdin«i*  (■>  movr,  and  have  ilc^Lred  General  Ctiatan  fu  call  fa  the  ni^tia  of 
Orange  and  Ulder.  and  G^nvrml  Pulnam  Ibui  of  ConnerTkut,  vhich  U  tetotX 
conlif^uoDt.  If  we  con  keep  General  Howe  below  ihe  Hifihlaodi*  1  tbisk  their 
achvmri  wUl  be  entirely  baffled." — U^ashingtam  tr  MaJor^Gmtml  Sik^yitr, 

«Julr<  '777' 

"  M9rHi>Tu«n— The^mny  tnarchert  yctteidxy  fvtthi*  place,  wbcrv  it  vUlbt 
mor*  convpniftirly  biruntec^  forsucmring  Pfi«kt  Kill,  or  Ihe  Eacttrn  Stetev,  ft 
wiU  l>e  near  finoub^h  lu  oppose  anyduign  upuEi  Philidclphia.  General  SuUiian 
ii  further  advantcd  lownds  Pocka  Kill,"—  Waihittgtan  ta  C^vtrn^r  Trttm^mtt^ 
4  July.  1777, 

"  The  e^'flcufltjon  of  Jeraey  at  rhii  time  soeim  to  be  »  peculiar  marie  of  Provi- 
dence, ah  the  InhabtEjuita  liAVe  an  oppartuitiLy  of  svcurtBfi  iheir  Harv<tt«  td 
Kay  ifkd  (ftam,  \he  Utr#r  fA  whirh  wonld  in  all  probabiluy  have  umfrrpina 
the  tame  fate  with  maiiy  fann'ttoui«t,  bod  It  been  ripe  cnoui^b  to  lake  Vix9* 
The  dintrcH  of  many  of  the  InhabitftDts,  who  were  plundered  not  onty  of  ihdr 
Eflecti,  but  of  their  provision  of  eveiy  land,  ww  mich  ihal  I  eent  down  vcvcnl 
wagoa  loads  of  uieal  aikd  floor  10  supply  their  pTC*«nt  vrant4."^/KrfAtHf  Ajih  ft 
Maft»r,Gfn*ni  Ar/Ktfrv^g,  4  }^y.  '777- 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT  OP   CONGRESS, 

Camp,  at  Mii>:>LSDttoox,  t  July,  1777, 

The  enclosed  copies  of  General  St.  Clair's  letters, 
transmitted  yesterday  afternoon  and  last  night  by 
General  Schuyler,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  send 
to  you.  The  intelligenre  they  contain  is  important 
and  interesting;  nor  are  there  circumstances  wanting 
besides  these,  to  induce  a  belief,  or  at  least  to  raise  a 
strong  presumption,  that  the  enemy  have  in  contem- 
plation a  junction  of  their  two  armies  by  way  of  the 
Lakes  and  the  North  River.  If  they  have  their 
whole  Canada  force  on  the  former,  it  is  certainly 
their  object  On  receiving  these  accounts,  I  wrote 
immediately  to  General  Putnam  to  embark  Nixon's 
brigade  for  reinforcing  the  northern  array;  to  wait, 
however,  the  arrival  or  near  approach  of  General 
Parsons's  and  General  Varnum's  brigades  from  this 
place,  who  march  this  morning,  or  the  coming  in  of 
an  equal  number  of  militia  to  supply  their  place 
before  they  sail  This  I  have  done  by  the  advice  of 
my  genera]  officers^  and  it  is  all  that  is  thought  prac- 
ticable in  the  present  uncertain,  indeterminate  silua* 
tion  of  things.  The  rest  of  the  army  will  be  held 
in  readiness  to  move  according  to  information  and 
circumstances. 

As  I  have  observed,  if  we  were  certain  General 
Burgoyne  was  approaching  Ticonderoga  with  his 
whole  army,  I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  con- 
cluding, that  it  is  in  consequence  of  a  preconcerted 
plan  with  General  Howe,  and  that  the  latter  is  to  co- 
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operate  with  him,  by  pushing  his  whole  force  up  the 
North  River,  and  aiming  a  stroke  in  the  first  instance 
and  immediately  against  the  Highland  passes.  But 
as  the  appearance  o{  the  enemy  on  the  Lake  may  be 
a  feint,  calculated  to  amuse  and  distract,  though  it 
may  seem  like  a  real  attack,  to  draw  this  army  to 
Peekskill  and  more  to  the  northward,  that  Genrral 
Howe  may  with  more  facility  turn  his  arms  against 
Philadelphia,  it  has  been  determined  unadvisablc  for 
us  to  move,  till  n-e  have  further  proofs  of  his  incen* 
tions,  and  that  our  conduct  must  be  governed  by  bi& 
Our  situation  is  truly  delicate  ami  embarrassing. 
Should  we  march  to  Peekskill  leaving  General  Howe 
on  Staten  Uland,  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  his 
passing  to  South  Amboy,  and  pushing  from  thence 
to  Philadelphia,  or  in  short  by  any  other  route; 
though  the  marching  such  of  his  troops  from  the 
point  opposite  Amboy,  as  were  encamped  there,  and 
the  sailing  of  the  ships  from  Princess  Bay  yesterday 
morning,  are  circumstances  indicating  that  an  em- 
barkation has  or  will  take  place.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  North  River  and  the  possession  of  the  Mid- 
lands are  his  objects,  our  remaining  here  till  his  views 
are  certainly  known  may  subject  'em  to  a  risk  that  we 
wish  to  avoid  Thus,  let  us  examine  matters  as  we 
will,  difficulties  stare  us  in  the  face.  We  shall  attempt 
to  consult,  and  do  the  best  we  can.  I  have  written 
to  Generals  Putnam  and  George  Clinton  fully  upon 
the  subject,  urging  them  to  put  forth  ever)'  exertion 
in  their  power,  and  instantly  to  call  in  a  respectable 
body  of  militia  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  those  import- 
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ant  posts  at  this  critical  conjuncture.  I  trust  they 
will  come  out;  their  services  in  all  probability  will 
be  wante<I  but  for  a  very  short  time. 

I  must  earnestly  request,  that  you  will  send  Mr. 
Stewart,  the  Issuing  Commissary  Genl  to  Camp 
immediately. — There  is  reason  to  apprehend,  the 
Army  will  be  in  great  distress  and  confusion  for  want 
of  Issuing  Comnnssanes  in  three  or  four  days. — On 
Saturday,  those  with  Mn  Trumbull  declare  they  will 
leave  him,  witliout  they  arc  put  on  a  difftsrcnt  footing 
from  what  they  now  are  I  need  not  mention  the 
consequences  that  will  result  from  such  an  Event  if 
there  are  not  others  here  to  supply  their  places. — 

There  is  one  thing  more  I  would  add.  which  is, 
that  there  arc  nut  more  than  Forty  thousand  Dollars 
in  the  Military  Chest  and  Two  Months  pay  due  to 
all  the  Army  except  two  or  three  Regiments  which 
have  just  obtained  Warrants.  One  Hundred  and 
fifty  Six  thousand  out  of  the  last  Supply  sent  the 
paymaster,  I  was  obliged  to  order  to  Peehshill,  for 
the  Troops  in  that  quarter,  whose  demands  are  great 
and  pressing  also. — 1  must  earnestly  entreat  that 
you  will  for^vard  a  Supply  direct  to  the  paymaster. 
Should  we  be  obliged  to  move  before  the  Troops  are 
paid,  much  uneasiness  &  murmuring  will  be  the  cer- 
tain attendants  &  I  fear  some  thing  worse. 

As  the  Enemy  will  adopt  every  Stratagem  and  de- 
vice to  deceive  &  distress  us,  notwithstanding  the 
present  appearances  in  favor  of  making  an  Expedition 
up  the  North  River.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  have 
the  most  vigilant  look  outs  kept  along  Delaware  Bay 
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and  proper  Express  &  Signals  for  communicating 
the  earliest  intelligence.  I  think  it  would  be  highly 
expetlient  thnt  some  sensible — judicious  men  «houM 
be  employed  in  that  business  at  this  time,  who  would 
view  things  as  they  uujjht  to  be  and  from  whose 
accounts  certain  inferences  and  conclusions  may  be 
drawn  so  as  to  form  a  proper  line  for  our  conduct, — 
The  most  fatal  consequences  may  flow  from  false  in- 
formation at  this  period — Things  should  be  examined 
with  all  possible  ccrtainty^I  shall  not  be  surprized* 
to  hear  of  several  Ships  appearing  in  or  off  Delaware, 
tho  Genl  Howe's  destination  should  be  elsewhere, — 
Their  fleet  give  them  the  most  signal  advantages  and 
an  opportunity  of  practising  a  thousand  feints.  I 
have,  &c.' 


to  general  lee.' 

Dear  Sir. 

1  received  your  favor  of  the  7th  June,  in  which 
you  enter  into  consideration  of  the  breach  of  parole 
imputed  to  Lord  Drummond;  and  give  it  as  your 
opinion,  that  his  conduct  has  not  been  such  as  to 
justify  the  imputation. 

It  can  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  particulars  of  this  affair,  which  would 

'  Read  In  Concnu  Jclr  ?^< 

*  Lee  hid  wriilen  \o  Wajhingtoa  [hit  he  could  not  »ee  bow  «iijr  one  thing  fn 
Lonl  I>fmnmc>nd*i  <;oadiict  menlnl  *'  cvrn  (he  th^ow  of  ctninie  ** ;  thfti  Iw 
wti  ^umpfiiird  to  go  00  ttovil  fl  Briiisli  vci&rl  ^nd  did  not  do  \\  voLunEvily  • 
Acd  Uul  the  I'Dlcnticn  in  probilfitttig  him  from  f^ing  on  bo*rd  a  king's  vw*l 
•mtx  to  prevent  the  cirriii-«  cif  tnlilTi^cnec,  AOmeihin^  IhftI  hit  1  J>rdih.tp  co«U 
not  do,  hAvinf  nothing  lo  comnunEcate- 
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probably  end  as  it  bc!gan  and  leave  liis  Lordship  and 
myself  in  the  same  way  of  thinking  respecting  it, 
which  wc  now  entertain.  I  shall  only  observe,  that 
at  the  time  the  matter  happened  it  was  clearly  my 
sentiment  and  that  ol  every  gentleman  with  whom  1 
conversed  on  the  subject  that  his  lordship  had  acted 
in  an  exceptionable  manner,  irreconcileable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  his  parole.  No  circumstance  that  has 
since  come  to  my  knowledge,  appears  to  mc  to  be 
of  suflicicnt  weight  to  remove  the  suspicion  and  from 
any  thing  1  know  1  must  still  retain  the  same  idea  of 
his  conduct  that  I  had  at  first/ 

You  cannot  but  be  sensible,  my  dear  Sir  that  the 
omission  of  tricing  circumstances,  or  a  small  differ- 
ence in  representing  the  same  is  capable  of  altering 
the  complexion  of  a  fact  and  make  it  appear  in  a  light 
very  opposite  to  that  in  which  it  ought  really  to 
stand  :  and  this  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  not  being 
hasty  in  fixing  your  judgment  as  to  the  true  nature  of 
his  Lordship's  proceeding  in  this  affair. 


TO   GOVERNOR  RUTLEDCK 

HXADQUAItTltftl.  MOtltTa  TOWK  5  JoJr*  1777- 


Sir, 

A  few  days  since,  I  had  the  honor  of  your  letterof 
May  5th.  in  which  you  refer  me  to  General  Howe  for 
an  explanation  of  the  reasons,  for  declining  the 
I        attempt  upon  St  Augustine,  recommended  by  me. 

*  1  ihouM  he  torry  In  injtire  \\\s  KmShip  <^  >ny  other  ifcnUemtn.  lo  >0  dclU 
csl«  •  (loint,  but  I  do  not  ihink  juiike  rcitu-lfo  mc  cilherio  rriractorcitcoutie 
whfti  I  h>vc  said.  He  may  perhaps  have  acied  4e  be  did  ihiuugh  laiscnnccp- 
UOQ ;  but  whaleicr  wls  the  t^iuse,  [he  conduihioo  I  drti*  wai  fuUy  auUohiod 
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and  proper  Express  &  Signals  for  communicating 
the  earliest  intelligence.  I  think  it  would  be  highly 
expedient  that  some  sensible — ^judicious  men  should 
be  employed  in  that  business  at  this  time,  who  would 
view  things  as  chey  ought  to  be  and  from  whose 
accounts  certain  inferences  and  conclusions  may  be 
drawn  so  as  to  form  a  proper  line  for  our  conduct — 
The  most  fital  consequences  may  flow  from  faise  in- 
formation at  this  period — Things  should  be  examined 
with  all  possible  certainty — I  shall  not  be  surprized, 
to  hear  of  several  Ships  appearing  in  or  off  Delaware, 
tho  Geni.  Howe's  destination  should  be  elsewhere, — 
Their  fleet  give  them  the  most  signal  advantages  and 
an  opportunity  of  practising  a  thousand  feints.  I 
have,  &c.' 


to  general  lee.' 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  7th  June,  in  which 
you  enter  into  consideration  of  the  breach  of  parole 
imputed  to  Lord  Drummond ;  and  give  It  as  your 
opinion,  that  his  conduct  has  not  been  such  as  to 
justify  the  imputation. 

It  can  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  particulars  of  this  afTair,  which  would 

'  R»d  ID  ConfETCTS  July  3d. 

*  Ltc  had  «nitcn  (u  WA»hin|-toa  tliAl  h^  could  not  »«•  how  any  oae  ihui£  in 
Lord  Drummonil't  eoncluct  mcnied  ^'  even  ih<  «hjuJov  of  ccnturo  "  ;  (faai  hv 
\  compcLkd  10  fia  oa  baud  a  UhitiJi  «cucl  «Qd  <tid  not  do  K  vuluotarJy ; 
fend  tfaftt  [he  Intiniion  lu  |jr<iliit>itinu  liim  fn>m  ftoEag  «n  board  it  Lia|£'»  rcMd 
WAi  to  prtVfnt  thf!  fairiflge  of  inieUi[£cncc,  lontclhinf  that  hit  Lonkliip  ccdd 

iui(  do,  haWng  noibing  to  conmunicUe. 
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probably  end  as  it  began  and  leave  his  Lordship  and 
myself  in  the  same  way  of  tliinklng  refipecting  it, 
which  wc  now  entertain.  I  shall  only  observe,  that 
at  the  time  the  matter  happened  it  was  dearly  my 
sentiment  and  that  of  every  gentleman  with  whom  I 
conversed  on  the  subject  that  his  lordship  had  acted 
in  an  exceptionable  manner,  irreconcileable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  his  parole.  No  circumstance  that  has 
since  come  to  my  knowledge,  appears  to  mc  to  be 
of  sufficient  weight  to  remove  the  suspicion  and  from 
any  thing  I  know  I  must  still  retain  the  same  idea  of 
his  conduct  that  I  had  at  first' 

You  cannot  but  be  sensible,  my  dear  Sir,  that  the 
omission  of  triiling  circumstances,  or  a  small  differ^ 
cncc  in  representing  the  same  is  capable  of  altering 
the  complexion  of  a  fact  and  make  it  appear  in  alight 
very  opposite  to  that  in  which  it  ought  really  to 
stand  :  and  this  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  not  being 
hasty  in  fixing  your  judgment  as  to  the  true  nature  of 
his  Lordship's  proceeding  in  this  aB'alr. 


TO  GOVERNOR    RUTLEDGE. 

HEAl>QlJARrEft&,  MORKl&TOWN.  S  JnlT-  ITT?- 


nis 

I       Sir 

I  A  few  days  since.  I  had  the  honor  of  your  letterof 

May  5th,  in  which  you  refer  me  to  General  Howe  for 
an  explanation  of  the  reasons,  for  declining  the 
attempt  upon  St.  Augustine,  recommended  by  me. 

'  1  ihould  be  torry  to  injura  hi4  lordship  or  any  other  e^ntlvman,  in  «q  deU- 
csU  %  potnl,  but  1  do  not  think  jualicc  rcqttircv  ncctlhcrlu  rvtntcror«xtenuiie 
whit  I  have  MJ^,  He  (iia^  jieilidpA  have  Acicd  it  he  diil  throiigli  Tni«CDiictp< 
Uoa ;  but  whticfcr  wa£  the  cauifac,  the  conclusion  1  ilrcw  was  fully  autboriMd 
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and  proper  Express  &  Signals  for  communicating 
the  earliest  intelligence.  I  think  it  would  be  highly 
expedient  that  some  sensible — judicious  men  should 
be  employed  in  that  business  at  this  time,  who  would 
view  things  as  ihey  ought  to  be  and  from  whose 
accounts  certain  inferences  and  conclusions  may  be 
drawn  so  as  to  form  a  proper  line  for  our  conduct — 
The  most  fatal  consequences  may  flow  from  false  in- 
formation at  this  period — Things  should  be  examined 
with  all  possible  certainty — I  shall  not  be  surprized, 
to  hear  of  several  Ships  appearing  in  or  off  E>elawan:. 
tho  GenL  Howe's  destination  should  be  elsewhere. — 
Their  fleet  give  them  the  most  signal  advantages  and 
an  opportunity  of  practising  a  thousand  feints.  I 
have,  &C-* 


TO   GENERAI,   LEE.' 

HUDQVAKTKLf,  MOUlS  TOWH,  4  Jnl^^  1777, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  7th  June,  in  which 
you  enter  into  consideration  of  the  breach  of  parole 
imputed  to  Lord  Drummond;  and  give  it  as  your 
opinion,  that  his  conduct  has  not  been  such  as  to 
justify  the  imputation. 

It  can  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  particulars  of  this  affair,  which  would 

*  Rend  in  ConfiTCst  JuJr  3J. 

'  Lcc  kiftil  writlci^  lo  Wuhincton  lh4l  he  could  not  kc  how  xny  one  Uutigin 
Lord  Drummond'i  conduct  merited  "ovcd  (he  nhftdaw  of  censure  "  \  tlut  hv 
v*i  compeilcd  10  go  on  bovU  a  IfrltlAli  Tcud  jmd  did  ooi  do  U  ToUinurilf ; 
ukd  ihftt  the  iDiendon  in  prohlbiiin^  hiui  fiom  y^Eiif  on  bowd  ft  kin{;'«  y«wcI 
Vfts  lo  prevenl  lh«  carriAge  of  inlelligcnce.  toToething  Ihftl  Ml  Lotdfthip  pcwld 
not  do,  hftvinf  noLhing  lo  communicaic. 
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probably  end  as  it  began  and  leave  his  Lordship  and 
myself  in  the  same  way  of  thinking  respecting  it, 
which  we  now  entertain.  I  shall  only  observe,  that 
at  the  time  the  matter  happ<^ned  it  Avas  clearly  my 
sentiment  and  thai  of  every  gentleman  with  whom  1 
conversed  on  the  subject  that  his  lordship  had  acted 
in  an  exceptionable  manner,  irreconcileable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  his  parole.  No  circumstance  that  has 
since  come  to  my  knowledge,  appears  to  me  to  be 
of  sufficient  weight  to  remove  the  suspicion  and  from 
any  thing  I  know  I  must  still  retain  ihc  same  idea  of 
his  conduct  that  I  had  at  first,' 

You  cannot  but  be  sensible,  my  dear  Sir.  that  the 
omission  of  trifling  circumstances,  or  a  small  difTer- 
II  ence  in  representing  the  same  is  capable  of  altering 
I  the  complexion  of  a  fact  and  make  it  appear  in  a  light 
'  very  opposite  to  that  in  which  it  ought  really  to 
I  stand  :  and  this  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  not  being 
I  hasty  in  fixing  your  judgment  as  to  the  true  nature  of 
I        his  Lordship's  proceeding  in  this  ftfTair. 


TO   GOVERNOR   RUTLEDGE. 


Sir, 

A  few  days  since,  I  had  the  honor  of  your  letter  of 
May  5th,  in  which  you  refer  me  to  General  Howe  for 
an  explanation  of  the  reasons,  for  declining  the 
attempt  upon  St  Augustine,  recommended  by  me. 

'  1  ihould  be  tnrry  to  inj^n  his  lordf^Tiip  or  any  other  santlrTnAn.  in  10  dell- 
<%Xt  %  pQint,  but  1  do  not  lltink  juxlicc  requires  inc  cilticrtcj  Kf rftCKif  exUnuait 
whit  I  liAvc  ukl.  He  nuy  perhapi  have  ulcd  ik  be  did  tbrou|;]i  nUconcep- 
tSon  \  but  whiitcTcr  wu  the  cauic,  the  cuncluuon  I  Urev  wai  fully  ttuhoriied 


4^4 


THE  WRITIN^GS  OF 


['77? 


and  proper  Express  &  Signals  for  communicating 
the  earliest  intelligence.  I  think  it  would  be  highly 
(expedient  that  some  sensible — judicious  men  should 
be  employed  in  that  business  at  this  time,  who  would 
view  things  as  they  ought  to  be  and  from  whose 
accounts  certain  inferences  and  conclusions  may  be 
drawn  so  as  to  form  a  proper  line  for  our  conduct— ^| 
Th*j  most  fatal  consequences  may  flow  from  false  in*^^ 
formation  at  this  period — Things  should  be  examined 
with  all  possible  certainty — I  shall  not  be  surprized, 
to  hear  of  several  Ships  appearing  in  or  off  Delaware, 
tho  Genl.  Howe's  destination  should  be  elsewhere — 
Their  fleet  give  them  the  most  signal  advantages  and 
an  opportunity  of  practising  a  thousand  feints.  I 
have»  &c' 


TO  GENERAL   LER* 

H£ADQUABTER4,  MOMttfl  TOW^T,  4  Jslf,  I777, 

Dear  Sir* 

1  received  your  favor  of  the  7th  June,  in  which 
you  enter  into  consideration  of  the  breach  of  parole 
imputed  to  Lord  Drummond;  and  give  it  as  your 
opinion,  that  his  conduct  has  not  been  such  as  to 
justify  the  imputation. 

It  can  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  particulars  of  this  affair,  which  would 

^  Read  ID  Ccmcrest  Jttlr  id. 

*Lee  hadirriitcn  to  Washington  that  he  could  not  tMhoiw  &ny  oDcibingiii 
Lord  Drumnood'i  conduct  nnfritcd  "  rvcn  the  shtdow  ol  CfiMurc  "■  ;  that  h* 
w»  compelled  (o  go  on  boatd  n  Bnctih  vcuci  vid  did  not  do  i|  TolutiCarilx  ; 
obd  Lhai  thv  intention  in  prohibiting  him  frum  ifolng  ^n  boAnl  x  lung't  vcvmI 
wu  x<%  prtvcnf  Ihr  carriage  of  tnfelligtnce.  ftomctblns  iJuiT  hit  Lordahip  c«inlH 
sot  do,  having  nolhini*  to  communicate. 
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probably  end  as  it  began  and  leave  his  Lordship  and 
myself  in  the  same  way  of  thinking  respecting  it, 
which  wc  now  entertain.  I  shall  only  observe,  that 
at  the  time  tlie  matter  happtfiit:d  ic  was  clearly  my 
sentiment  and  that  of  every  gentleman  with  whom  I 
conversed  on  the  subject  that  his  lordship  had  acted 
in  an  exceptionable  manner,  irreconcileable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  his  parole.  No  circumstance  that  has 
since  come  to  my  knowledge,  appears  to  mc  to  be 
of  sufficient  weight  to  remove  tlie  suspicion  and  from 
any  thing  I  know  I  must  still  retain  the  same  idea  of 
his  conduct  that  I  had  at  first.' 

You  cannot  but  be  sensible,  my  dear  Sir,  that  the 
omission  of  trifling  circumstances,  or  a  small  differ- 
ence in  representing  the  same  is  capable  of  altering 
the  complexion  of  a  fact  and  make  it  appear  in  alight 
very  opposite  to  that  in  which  it  ought  really  to 
stand  :  and  this  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  not  being 
hasty*  in  fixing  your  judgment  as  to  the  true  nature  of 
his  Lordship's  proceeding  in  this  affair 


TO   GOVERNOR   RUTLEDGE, 

HkADouAArEftfi,  MosftisTowM,  sjnly.  1777. 

Sir, 

A  few  days  since?.  I  had  the  honor  of  your  letter  of 
May  5th»  in  which  you  refer  me  to  General  Howe  for 
an  explanation  of  the  reasons,  for  declining  the 
attempt  upon  Si.  Augustine,  recommended  by  me. 

'  I  tihoutd  be  aorry  Ut  inliLre  bU  larOfhEp  or  Aty  other  Ecnil«Tn4n>  in  «o  d«li- 
eaiB  A  T>oin(,  but  1  do  not  think  jiuikercqalru  me  ciUierto  rclraci  or  ciieniuM 
vlut  1  hive  tAid-  He  mvy  perhjtpfc  have  acled  As  be  did  thit>ugh  ntisconccp- 
tlon  \  bui  whaccvcr  wn^  the  canie.  the  cancJuiioa  t  Jiew  was  fuUy  AuthorUed 
b7  AppeAflUiOi*y — ^^tthy  H'aikingf^n. 
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I  meant  nothing  more  than  to  propose  it  for  con- 
sideration, and  that  you  and  the  General  who  would 
be  fuHy  acquainted  with  all  circumstances,  should 
judge  of  the  propriety,  and  adopt  or  reject  it  as  you 
thought  most  expedient  The  reasons  for  not  under* 
taking  it  appear  to  me  intirely  solid  and  satisfactory; 
and  I  am  satisfied,  chat  had  it  been  practicable,  your 
best  endeavors  would  not  have  been  wanting  to 
forward  and  give  it  success. 

The  Enemy  after  manoeuvring  awhile  in  the 
Jerseys  have  at  last  abandoned  it  and  arc  now 
incampc^d  upon  Siaten  Island.  Their  preparations 
during  the  winter  indicated  a  design  upon  Philadel- 
phia ;  but  it  would  have  been  too  hazardous  to  have 
attempted  passing  the  Delaware,  unless  they  could 
first  have  given  a  blow  to  this  army.  They  could  not 
but  expect  some  opposition  in  front,  and  so  fonnida* 
ble  a  force  hanging  upon  their  rear  unchecked  and  in 
full  spirits,  would  probably  have  made  them  repent 
the  enterprize, — They  were  sensible  of  this  and  all 
their  movements  were  apparently  calculated  to  draw 
us  to  an  engagement  with  them,  on  terms  that  would 
give  them  a  prospect  of  defealiiig  us.  which  if  ihcy 
could  have  effected  even  in  part,  would  have  facili- 
tated their  project  against  Philadelphia.  But  finding 
we  kept  ourselves  advantageously  posted,  and  that 
they  would  he  obliged  to  fight  us,  if  they  did  it  at  all. 
on  a  very  unequal  footing,  they  seem  to  have  relin- 
quished tlieir  purpose  and  to  be  on  some  different 
plan.  We  took  every  opportunity  of  skirmishing 
with    them,  and   from   various  accounts,   wc   have 


i;77] 


GEOflGE  WASHINGTON. 


467 


reason  to  believe,  to  very  good  effect  and  with  little 
loss  to  ourselves, 

By^  the  motions  among  their  shipping,  they  ap- 
pear to  be  preparing  for  some  expedition  by  i\"at<jr— 
it  is  impossible  to  determine  with  precision  where, 
We  have  lately  received  intelligence,  from  General 
Schuyler  that  the  enemy  are  beginning  to  operate 
against  Ticondcroga. — If  this  proves  to  be  any  thing 
more  than  a  diversion,  there  is  no  doubt  General 
Howe  will  proceed  up  Hudsons  River;  for  if  they 
have  any  rational  end  in  view,  it  must  be  a  junction 
of  the  two  armies  to  intercept  the  communication 
between  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States,  and  will 
make  it  necessarj'  for  Howe  and  Carlelon  to  co- 
operate.— But  this  may  be  nothing  more  than  a 
diversion,  to  keep  a  large  body  of  our  forces  in  that 
quarter,  while,  their  troops,  except  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  garrison  the  place,  are  coming  round  by 
water  to  join  their  main  army  under  General  Howe. 
— Our  situation  is  truly  delicate  and  perplexing,  and 
makes  u&  sensibly  feel  now,  as  we  have  often  done 
before,  the  great  advantage  they  derive  from  their 
navy.  But  we  are  doing  the  best  we  can  in  our  cir- 
cumstances, and  keep  in  sight  the  different  objects  to 
which  they  may  direct  their  attention.  As  the  in- 
formation from  the  Northward  was  such  as  merited 
notice,  I  have  sent  a  reinforcement  thither  from 
Peeks  Kill,  and  have  dispatched  a  couple  of  Brigades 
hence  to  that  post — We  have  also  moved  the  whole 
army  to  a  position  more  convenient  for  throwing 
speedy  succors  over  the  North  River,  than  the  one 
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we  lately  occupied,  and  at  the  same  time  sufficiently 
near  to  Philadelphia,  to  oppose  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  possess  themselves  of  that  city, 

1  have,  &c 


TO  G&NERAL  SULLIVAN. 

MohiU9  TowK,  ^^Jnlj,  I77T< 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  some  of 
the  officers  have  been  suggesting  a  plan  for  cutting 
off  the  Enemy's  Post  at  Bergen,  which  they  seem  to 
think  could  be  easily  effected — As  it  may  be  in  your 
power  to  collect  certain  information  of  the  strength 
&c.  of  that  Guard  which  1  understand  consists  of  new 
Levies,  1  would  refer  the  matter  intirely  to  your  con- 
sideration &  Discretion,  wishing  that  if  your  accounts 
are  such  as  would  promise  a  tolerable  certainty  of 
success  you  would  make  the  attempt  I  need  not 
mention  to  you  that  the  most  profound  secresy  \% 
necessary  upon  every  occasion  of  this  nature  &  very 
particularly  on  this,  as  two  Minutes  notice  would  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  withdrawing  across  the 
Causeway,  where  it  would  be  impossible  for  you  to 
get  at  them — To  prevent  this  a  small  party  should 
be  dispalch'd  before  the  rest  by  some  different  Rout 
which  should  occupy  the  post  near  Bergen,  by  which 
means  every  Intelligence  might  be  kept  from  them, 
no  soul  being  allow'd  to  go  in.  Should  this  Enter- 
prize  appear  so  feasible  as  to  risque  it,  I  shall  expect 
soon  to  hear  from  you.     You  will  observe  to  March 
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your  Troops  at  such   Hours  as   will    prevent  their 
being  Hurt  by  the  Excessive  Heat  of  the  Weather. 

It  will  be  prudent  at  all  events  to  send  a  party  of 
2  or  300  Men  somewhere  beyond  Hackensac  under  a 
cautious  active  officer,  from  which  small  parties  may 
be  <ient  up  to  fort  Lee  and  along  the  North  River  to 
observe  every  Motion  of  the  Enemy  about  New 
York  by  Land  or  Water — two  or  three  light 
Dragoons  should  be  with  tliem  to  convey  every 
ncccssarj-  Intelligence  to  you  in  order  that  1  may  be 
apprized  as  early  as  possible.     1  am.  &c 


TO    GOVERNOR    TRUMBULL. 

HKADQUAETKKfl,  MoaKlSTOWK, 

7  Jttlr.  177% 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  the  2d  instant, 
with  a  postscript  the  4th.  I  there  informed  you  of 
the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  Jerseys  and  of  the 
intelligence  received  from  Ticonderoga,  which  in- 
duced me  to  suppose  it  highly  probable  the  next 
operation  of  General  Howe  would  be  up  the  North 
River.  But  as  I  have  received  no  infomalion  since 
the  first,  of  the  26th  ult,  to  confirm  the  expectation 
of  a  serious  attempt  in  that  quarter,  1  am  led  very 
much  to  suspect  that  the  hostile  appearances  that 
way  may  be  only  a  diversion  to  keep  awake  our 
apprehensions  for  the  security  of  the  posts  there, 
prevent  our  drawing  away  any  part  of  our  forces, 
from  thcncCr  and  even  tempt  U5  to  weaken  ourselves 
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here  by  sending  reinforcements  to  them,  while  the 
real  design  may  be  to  attack  elsewhere. 

This  supposition  is  also  agreeable  to  the  accounts 
we  daily  receive  from  deserters  and  others  who  come 
from  the  enemy-  We  are  told  by  these,  that  accommo- 
dations for  horses  are  filling  up  in  the  transports, 
that  they  are  taking  in  large  supplies  of  provisions, 
water,  and  provender,  and  that  olHcers'  baggage  is 
continually  transporting  on  board  of  them  from  New 
York,  marked  with  their  names  and  the  corps  they 
belong  to. 

These  representations,  if  true,  seem  to  denote  an 
expedition  that  would  take  longer  time  than  would  be 
necessary  for  one  up  the  North  River ;  but  where,  is 
all  matter  of  conjecture,  and  cannot  be  determined 
with  any  degree  of  certainly,  Prudence  dictates  that 
we  should  be  as  much  upon  our  guard  as  possible 
every  where  :  and  on  this  account  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  the  information  I 
have  received,  that  in  case  anything  should  be  medi- 
tated against  the  Eastern  States,  you  may  not  be  taken 
by  surprise,  but  may  have  warning  to  put  matters  in 
the  best  situation  you  can  to  give  them  a  proper  re- 
ception. On  my  part  no  vigilance  nor  exertion  shall 
be  wanting  to  ascertain  their  intentions,  and  give 
effectual  assistance  wherever  they  may  direct  their 
efforts. 

Since  my  last,  I  have  had  advices  from  the  south- 
ward that  the  public  magazines  there  are  entirely 
emptied  of  arms,  and  that  the  troops  now  coming  on 
will  be  destitute,  unless  they  can  be   supplied  out  of 
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those  imported  to  the  eastward.  This  will  oblige  me 
to  order  most  of  the  arms  at  Springfield  to  be  sent 
forward  to  furnish  those  troops.  It  is  matter  of  equal 
concern  and  surprise  to  hear  such  loud  complaints 
in  the  Eastern  States  for  want  of  arms,  when  we  con- 
sider the  quantities  brought  into  them  both  on  public 
as  well  as  private  account,  which  tlicir  situation 
enabled  ihem  to  receive  in  much  greater  proportion 
than  the  other  Slates,  and  the  arrivals  of  which  have 
been  announced  in  all  the  public  papers  as  well  as  in 
private  and  official  letters.  How  they  have  been 
applied  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive 

In  case  of  an  actual  invasion  of  your  State,  should 
such  an  event  take  place,  and  should  there  be  a 
necessity  for  it,  towards  furnishing  your  militia,  you 
may  draw  out  of  the  store  at  Springfield  a  thousand 
arms  for  that  purpose,  if  there  be  any  remaining  after 
the  number  I  shall  be  obliged  to  call  for  is  supplied. 
This  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  as  a  loan,  not  a 
sale,  and  to  be  replaced  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
permit 

By  the  enclosed  I  have  instructed  the  Commissary 
of  Stores  to  deliver  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

P.  S,  The  enclosed  information  came  to  hand  aincc 
writing  the  above.  The  other  letters  you  will  be 
pleased  to  forward,  as  directed,  with  all  despatch. 
They  are  inclined  to  put  the  other  Eastern  States 
upon  their  guard  also.' 


'  "  I  ro>kc  Tia  dmibi,  tnit  before  Uil&  you  will  have  hofd  Ihjti  Ihc  enetny 
have  cvacuftUd  Jei>ey.     This  laformatjon   1   (bouliJ   hAve  iJouc   mytcLf   ihc 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF   COKCRBSS. 

M0ftlt>»TOWrf,  lo  Jttly,  1777,^ 

Sir, 

I  this  morning  recciveii  a  letter  of  the  7th  instant 
from  General  Schuyler,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  its 
enclosure,    I    herewith    send   you.     The    intelligence 

plcftiUTc  of  tratiimifttng  to  jou,  by  the  fint  opportunity  nficr  ibc  event, 
tiad  not  my  Attention  been  rmplo}^  In  oukm^  ■  ne«  dkspc*likiii  ot  Uw 
■nay,  and  had  ]  AppTthended  it  mftterioUy  iPtonsdag,  ilial  If  ibmild  htrc 
com«  immeditlclr  iron  niy»df^  W|i«q  Ccocnl  How  wiilidrvw  kib  f*wrta 
litnn  this  State  and  went  toSuien  Uliml.  from  the  ioleUigcDce  received  at  that 
lime  UoTTy  Geuenl  Si.  Clair  at  Tivondrroc*.  that  the  Cmada  vrtk^  ncre  on  the 
L^Alee.  and  approACbini;  ibai  pou,  «nil  fiom  ever?  other  cinunuXaoce,  It 
itp|>ciLreil  cilreuidy  piobjiblc,  hav  alRhi^l  cGrljuii,  lomc  Atid  to  &U  ihe  geAcnl 
■cri   nthrr  fiflrrrn   prmu-»M^<l    nl    Ifar   fit-tk^    thil    (#rprr*l    Hoqv'<  ^rd   anrt   IM- 

mediale  movement  would  be  up  the  North  Rivera  and  that  tht  tvo  afvica 
roont  to  co^eratc  and  lavor  each  other'i  attack.  This,  I  kay,  wn  my 
opinion  and  that  of  my  offioert  at  that  time,  ftom  a  f uU  coosddcniixi  of  Um 
batrlUifeace  we  then  bad.  Bin.  I  cwnfe^i.  hovrever  iatl»£od  I  waa  then  npon 
thin  ttubJMt,  )  ath  ntrv  \tt  citreoiv  deubt  roperllng  hU  lalradcd  op«ntMB«. 
Having  heard  nothing  ffom  Tlcondcrctjfa  «Jnce  the  36ih  ultimo,  nerany  luithcr 
■CfiMKOls  «f  the  cncniy'i  approach,  we  are  left  to  conjecture,  wh<:her  tbdr 
■ppearance  on  the  l^ke  iros  with  a  riew  to  a  real  and  seriouk  attack,  or 
whether  Vi  amuK  and  draw  out  attention  that  wiy,  whQo  aittrokeu  mediiatUig 
a^ainiT  totncoihcr  ptjiec-  This  uncertainty  i»  rAndertd  coiulderably  froater, 
by  the  enncumni  acrounic  of  dnertctv  uho  havr  etfa^ed  froon  Npw  Vork  *ad 
Staten  Ulind  in  the  coime  of  a  few  days  patt  From  thek  information  and  a 
f^ety  of  circumstanceit^iich  aii,  Ihit  bertha  are  Titling  up  for  the  ligbt-bofM 
on  boinl  the  tnntporls,  proixndcr  taken  tn  and  providing  for  three  xm  losr 
weeLik,  the  ombarkiiLigLi  vf  llie  (rfliccn*  Imyicji^e,  vrilb  tlicii  idnjc^  and  coq» 
enrfartpd  ihrrton.  And  lh»  thi|4*  vtatennj2,^il  wouJd  t«-m  mw  pTobablv,  that 
CeDcral  tlowe  h«»  in  conlcmphtion  Hume  other  object,  than  the  North  Rber- 
"  Whether  ha  baa,  or  ivhiit  it  is  however,  i»  unknown  to  uv  I  have  thougbl 
it  my  duty,  iieverthcleaf.  to  ^sz  you  this  infonniUion :  that,  if  he  thouU  once 
more  turn  hit  am*  against  the  cosicm  :4iaiB.  you  may  not  l^e  taken  by  snrpriae, 
but  Ihhl  maKcn  may  be  pnL  in  the  best  train  ii?  nccive  hiiD,  vrlUch  dmin- 
Oanc-fi  will  s<lintl-  On  my  pari,  no  Mtrlioni  in  m;  powfi  ^lU  be  waniiriii  to 
eountrract  hit  plant,  wheresoever  (hey  nray  be  directed,  and  to  refidcr  every 
service,  eoropniible  with  our  general  line  oi  defence  and  the  inlerett  of  the 
State«  at  large,"— '/I'ArA* "Effort  ft?  iht  Gntrnfrt  0/  Utt  EiuUm  St^ttt,  7 
July.  (777- 
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which  they  contain  is  truly  interesting,  supposing  it 
just;  but  it  differs  so  widely  from  what  wc  had 
reason  to  expect  from  the  accounts  mentioned  in 
Genera!  St,  Clair's  letters  to  General  Schuyler, 
copit!s  of  which  you  would  receive  in  his  letter 
transmitted  from  hcmce  la<tt  night  by  Major  Hoops. 
that  I  would  fain  Hatter  myself  it  is  not  true.  1  am 
the  more  encouraged  to  hope  this,  as  Captain  Farn- 
ham's  letter  from  Fort  Anne  to  Brigadier  Learned 
seems  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  whole,  and  docs 
not  authorize  the  unfavorable  and  unhappy  conclu* 
siona  built  upon  it.  I  should  rather  suppose,  if  any 
accident  has  befallen  us,  it  must  have  happened  to 
the  detachment  of  men  from  the  Grams,  under 
Colonel  Warner ;  for  we  find  from  General  St  Clair  s 
letters,  he  expected  something  from  him.  The 
whole  account  is  so  confused,  that  we  cannot  cstab^ 
lish  any  certain  deduction  from  it ;  and  I  shall  be 
happy  if  it  proves  premature  and  groundless,' 

I  am  told  by  a  gentleman,  who  came  to  camp 
yesterday  evening,  that  Nixon's  brigade  would  cer* 
tainly  arrive  at  Albany  on  Tuesday  morning,  as  he 
saw  the  vessels,  in  which  it  was  embarked,  standing 

'The  Irller  lUtil  cnc!oikurct  coiLvcjcrl  (he  ncwit  of  the  cvuuitlioii  «f  Thxiri^ 
dsroP'  On  June  floth  «  council  <jf  uQic«n  x\  T!caiid«rQ|-aL  decided  tliHl  Ihal 
pilftCC  ibould  lir  nhirTdiiiiri)  and  the  (uU  C^nntinentAl  ioi^  tikr  pmt  a1  Mnunl 
IndcpffidrncE,  ivhcrc  a  tCAniinett  of  promiont  ex|XHcd  ihcm  lo  the  dein|;Rn  of 
•n  caty  rtdudloii  by  licgc.  On  July  jvh  a  tecoad  coancil  wu  held,  and  ■ 
ddermtnattoD  rc4cheii  lo  r«UfQl  n  loon  u  pouible.  The  mtrch  bcff«ii  culy 
Ml  Sunday  uior&tn|{,  Uie  ititrDtion  being  to  coinc  by  vraj  of  Skentsborou^h  ; 
bal  finding  rhe  tnemy  in  po»H4ion  nf  tliir  pUfp,  ST.  Clnir  turned  ivAy  (n 
BcnnJnfflan,  intending  lo  jo  from  thence  to  the  North  River  <uid  pircrent,  if 
potiitile,  Bargoyne  Irom  ptn«trating  iulo  the  country,  —  7"*^  S/.  CUir  Pa^tn, 
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up  the  evening  before  with  a  fair  wind.     If  the  event 
mentioned    by   General   Schuyler  should    not   have 
happened,  wc  cannot  doubt  but  General  Burgoyne 
has  come  up  the  Lake,  determined,  if  possible,  to 
carry  his  point.  I  mean,  to  possess  himself  of  our 
posts  in  that  quarter,  and  to  push  his  arms  further. 
Suppo*£ing  this  not  to  have  happened,  as  our  Con- 
tinental levies  arc  so  deficient  in  their  number,  our 
security  and  safety  will  require  that  aids  from  the 
militia  should  be  called  forth  in  cases  of  emergency; 
if  it  has,  there  is  now  an  absolute  necessity  for  their 
turning  out  to  check  General  Burgoyne's  progress; 
or  the   most  disagreeable  consequences  may  he  ap- 
prehended.     Upon    this  occasion   I   would    take  the 
liberty  to  suggt^st   to  Ccngre&s  the  propriety  of  send- 
ing an  active,  spirited  officer  to  conduct  and  lead 
them  on.     If  General  Arnold  has  settled  his  affairs, 
andean  be  spared  from  Philadelphia.  I  would  recom- 
mend him  for  this  business,  and   that  he  should  im- 
mediately set  out  for  the  northern  department ;  he  is 
active,  judicious,  and  brave,  and  an  officer  in  whom 
the   militia  will   repose  great  confidence.     Besides 
this,  he  is  well  acquainted  with  that    counir)',  and 
with    the   routes  and    most    important    passes    and 
defiles  in  it     I  do  not  think  he    can  render  more 
signal  service,  or  be  more  usefully  employed  at  this 
time,  than  in  this  way.      I  am  persuaded  his  presence 
and  activity  will   animate   the  militia  greatly,  and 
spur  them  on  to  a  becoming  conduct.     I  could  wish 
him  to  be  engaged  in  a  more  agreeable  service,  to  be 
with    better   troops,    but    circumstances  call  for   his 
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exertions  in  this  way,  and  1  have  no  doubt  of  his 
adding  much  to  the  honors  he  has  already  acquired. 
In  consequence  of  the  advices  from  General  St- 
Clair,  and  the  strong  probability  there  is  that  General 
Howe  will  pusli  against  ihe  Highland  passes  lo 
co-operate  with  General  Bai^oyne^  I  shall,  by  the 
advice  of  my  officers,  move  the  army  from  hence 
to-morrow  morning  towards  the  North  River  If 
such  should  be  his  intention,  we  shall  not  be  too 
early,  as  a  favorable  wind  and  tide  will  carry  him  up 
in  a  few  hours.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Philadelphia 
is  his  object,  he  cannot  get  round  before  we  can 
arrive  there ;  nor  can  he  well  debark  his  troops,  and 
proceed  across  the  land,  before  we  can  oppose  him. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 

'  Rc4i4  tn  Congret*  JuV  nih, 

Cnene  thoui-hl  hv  mielii  rtceive  orden  io  si>  to  the  irarUi. — Grttm^,  iJf€ 

CoQ^rcM  dircciocf  that  v)  much  of  (hU  Utter  t*  rdfttcd  to  Arnold  lie  tent  to 
birn.  Mnd  chii  he  be  ilirectcd  to  repair  ImmcdUiely  to  bend't^iiftnen,  4ad 
follow  ihc  ordcra  of  <»cqi:c«]  WbthmiftoD. — Jntmth,  IT  July,  1777- 

"Thl\  rvriit,  Ihr  (vnotiLion  nf  ourpoaei  on  (he  Lake,  Mmoft^  the  most  im- 
fofliinAte  thftt  could  luivfl  hefillen  ui,  la  rendered  more  inlerciling  hy  the 
muincr  in  which  i[  look  plice.  1  have  no  further  mfan&Blkon  upon  Ihe 
tubject,  ch»n  vhjil  Ihc  copy  contjunt,  And  ibftiJ  be  hAppy  to  he^i  hy  ro?  next 
«flvke«,  ihat  Ukc  ma^ka  bodjr  of  the  "ray,  «f  whoAC  riliutloa  Concr^  Scbuykr 
knew  norh'ing  with  cerfalnl<r,  hnve  nor  become  prifeonen  ;  for  1  fHr,  from  lh« 
djiposinon  they  dUcovcred  on  Uiii  dUireumg  occasion,  ihcv  wilt  have  lur- 
L  rendered  to  the  enemy,  tn  cue  they  fell  in  with  lbtin,thoueIi  inicrlor  m 
^Ihiuribet.     .     ,    , 

"  1  -ibtiulJ  be  ejLireialy  hnjipy  if  onr  sliiuiion  would  «l]ow  mt  to  alTurd  hfm  a 
Wrge  rvinforcetnent  of  mvn  ;  bvi  1  cAnnnt  with  any  il*j;r«e  q'  pr^priviy,  in  the 
nion  of  my  gvncrut  ofKcera.  send  more  lo  b]&  aid  at  thii  lime  thin  i  number 
recraitson  their  mtrch  froin  M^Michtuetlh.  bclon^jing  lo  wma  of  (he  ro^- 
m«nU  under  lii&  conimttniL,  who  Ainouni  to  Ui  hundred  ii  \f^l,  %vtA  are  now,  I 
nupect,  pretty  well  kdiiinced  lowirdi  PeekukilJ,  With  ihU  inijniejitittion  of 
vhftt  he  drcodjr  hv,  >iippwn£  Ccaenl  St.  Cl4tT  and  hii  force  lo  baro 
come  in,  and  any  number  of  mflttU  lo  hftve  ram«d  out,  h*  wiEl  hare  aa  mrmj 
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TO  MAJOR-GESERAL  PUTNAM. 

KKAl>QL'ARTt:U,  PVHITOK   fLAUClv  12  July,  I777. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  consequence  of  thodisagnrcable  event  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  evAcualion  of  TiconderoRa  and 
Fort  Independence — though  our  situation  does  not 
make  it  prudent  to  send  on  any  very  considerable  re- 
inforcements immediately  besides  those  already  gone, 
yet  it  is  necessary  we  should  be  preparing  to  throw 
them  in,  when  it  can  be  more  safely  done,  and  the 
true  state  of  affairs  in  that  quarter  is  more  clearly  i, 
unfolded.  I  liavc  there  fore  to  desire,  you  will  order  H 
General  Glover  to  hold  his  Brigade  in  constant  readi- 
ncjis  to  embark  at  a  moments  warning  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  that  you  will  collect  at  your  post,  as  fast 
as  possible,  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  to  trans- 
port them  with  their  baggage,  tcnls,  &a  to  Albany* 

You  will  also  send  forward  immediately  some 
active  trusty  officer,  to  meet  such  detachments  as 
may  be  coming  on  belonging  to  the  regiments  that 
compose  General  Nixon's  brigade,  with  orders,  if  he 
meets  them  where  they  can  be  sent  by  a  short  rout 

e^iml,  if  noi  tupf^hor,  lo  General  Burgojne't.  from  rH«  on}^  vcconnit  »e  h%*9 
obuined.  Besides  Uiii  conadenHon,  \l  U  mo^t  probable  lliAt  GcnenI  Bcr- 
gnync,  will  suipend  his  opcraiion*  till  Gea«ra1  Kcwe  nuku  a  mof«i&cTil  umI 
»n  «fTort  OD  hb  p«rL  Hit  doignk,  I  think,  uc  ino«t  nri^ueilionaMy  i^iatt 
tht  Hi^hlniKU,  Ufl  \h^\  he  will  «ELc;(n})I  \\\t  v3(«cutloD  M  vouu  a*  po>«ib1e. 

**  W4  hart  (»«*n  pr«rontfril  marching  10*1  ay  by  th*  r&in;  but  04  lOOM  as  th« 
w««llirr  pcnnitv  we  iball  proce«d  «»  (ipcditiotiily  ui  w*  can  tcwAPib  the 
Noilh  River,  and  croif.  or  not,  «i  vhaU  ipjvar  n<crs«ry  from  clrcnnisIikDcaL 

*'  P.  S.  Hftif  AfiDr  S  r.  W.  I  thi«  minuir  rv(.yiv<^  a  \x\itt  of  th?  9ih  fran 
GtnU  Schuyler,  a  co|>f  of  vhkh  £  of  ihe  proclAnation  aUodcil  to^  you  have 
IdcJoacJ. — 1    (ur    uiorc   uid   niore,    tiul   Gcul.  Si.    Clui    and  hit  Knny  uc 
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and  in  an  expeditious  manner  to  join  tlieir  corps^  to 
hasten  them  on  accordingly,  without  letting  them 
come  to  Peeks  Kill ;  but  such  as  he  may  find  so  far 
advanced  towards  it,  as  to  render  it  more  conducive 
to  dispatch,  to  come  on  and  go  thence  by  water,  he 
is  to  make  them  continue  their  march  with  dll  speed, 
and  on  their  arrival  with  you, — you  are  without  ihe 
least  loss  of  time  to  forward  them,  to  their  regi- 
ments. I  mean  that  you  should  act  in  this,  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  according  to  circumstances. — 
to  answer  the  end  of  their  joining  the  corps  they  be- 
long to  with  the  greatest  expedition  possible. 

I  have  determined  that  ten  field  pieces,  with  the 
neccssiiry  apparatus,  shall  be  sent  on  from  your  post 
to  General  Schuyler — General  Knox  will  send  up  an 
ofiicer  with  particular  directions  about  them. — You 

-Will  be  pleased  to  give  every  assistance  requisite  to 

pthe  forwarding  them  with  dispatch. 

I  have  just  received  intelligence  that  General 
Howe's  army  is  nearly  all  eniharked — They  will  cer- 
tainly proceed  very  soon  to  the  place  of  their  desti- 
nation,— Our  misfortune  to  the  Northward,  makes  it 
of  the  last  importance  you  should  take  every  precau^ 
tion  to  avoid  one  at  your  post,  which  could  not  fail 
to  involve  consequences  almost,  if  not  intirely  irre- 
mediable.— As  a  very  material  step  towards  this^  I 
would  recommend  to  you  to  contract  the  points  of 
defence,  and  secure  your  flanks  and  rear  as  much  as 
possible,  by  stopping  up  all  roads  by  which  you  are 
accessible  in  any  part,  that  are  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary to   keep   open  your   communication    with    the 


47e 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[>777 


countr>'  from  whence  you  draw  your  Supplies, — At* 
tend  particularly  to  the  cross  roads  leadinf;  from  the 
valley  on  the  right  of  the  great  road  from  PeekskiU 
Co  Fish  Kills,  into  that  road,  and  do  not  content  your* 
selfwich  slight  impedimenc  easily  removed;  but  en- 
deavor to  made  ttiem  effectual.  Be  attentive  also  to 
the  roads  that  lead  from  CrotoD  by  the  way  of  Dan- 
bury  or  elsewhere,  tott-ards  I^'^ishlcills, — The  fewer  the 
Avenues  of  approach  to  you,  the  more  certain  the 
judgment  you  can  form  of  the  enemy's  intentions  and 
operations,  the  more  easily  you  can  adapt  your  meas- 
ures to  them  and  the  greater  will  be  your  force  at  the 
point  of  attack,     1  am,  &c, 

P.  S.  I  have  had  an  intimation  of  some  vessels 
moving  up  the  Sound*  This  is  a  circumstance  well 
worih  attending  to.  Keep  trusty  persons  at  Nor^ 
walk,  Fairfield,  and  any  other  places  convenient  for 
observation,  to  give  you  instant  intelligence  of  any 
movements  that  way. 


Sir, 


TO    D£  COUDRAY, 

HKADQifAJLTEkft.  ?ovrT0r«  PLJinfl. 
IJ  July,  1777- 


Your  favor  of  the  4th  Instant  by  Capt.  De  Goy 
was  handed  me  the  t  itk  I  was  then  on  my  march 
for  this  place,  which,  together  with  other  intervening 
circumstances,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  before  to 
consider  yourobserwntions,  and  form  a  determination 
concerning  them. 

You  seem  to  have  misunderstood  the  purport  of 
what  I  said  in  my  last  with  respect  to  the  heavy 


I 


1777] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON^. 


479 


pieces  that  came  in  the  Amphilrite,  and  to  suppose, 
that  I  considered  them  as  intirely  unfit  for  service 
and   incapable   of  transportation. — I    meant  only  to 

[point  out  the  inconveniency  of  them  in  comparison 
with  others  of  a  much  lighter  construction,  and  the 
advantage  that  would  be  derived  from  casting  them 
over,  and  producing  three  pieces  of  a  larger  calibre 

I  instead  of  one  ; — and  informed  you  that  with  a  view 
to  these,  I  had  given  directions  for  them  lo  remain 
at  Springfield  and  be  cast  anew  upon  the  model  on 
which  the  pieces  generally  in  use  in  our  Army  are 
constructed,  I  am  sensible  that  they  might  be  made 
use  of :  but  I  am  convinced  from  my  own  experience 
and  that  of  others,  that  their  weight  is  a  ver>'  great 
disadvantage — that  they  are  not  transportable  but 
with  great  difficulty  through  the  mountainous  and 
woody  country  in  which  our  operations  most  com* 
monly  are ;  and  that  they  are  extremely  liable  to  be 
lost  when  any  accident  or  misfortune  happens. — This 
must  be  obvious  on  the  slightest  reflection,  and  it  Is 
also  self  evident,  that  they  require  a  greater  force  in 
horses  and  men  to  transport  and  manage  them  than 
pieces  two  thirds  lighter,  unless  the  superior  weight 
of  metal,  in  the  former  was  counterbalanced  by  their 
carriages  being  framed  on  better  principles,  than 
those  of  the  latter  ;  which  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
is  the  case  from  any  description  I  have  had  of  them. — 
And  as  it  is  not  the  case,  the  necessity  that  their 
carriages  should  be  proportionably  substantial  to 
support  them,  adds  to  the  inconvenience  of  weight, 
and  the  difficulty  of  transportation. 
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To  compensate  for  this  disadvantage,  I  know  of 
only  two  considerations  that  can  be  offered:  that 
their  length  is  conducive  to  exactness,  and  the  other, 
that  it  increases  the  distance  of  the  ball's  flight.  The 
difTerence  in  these  respects  is  not  ver)*  great  nor  arc 
these  advantages  by  any  means  equivalent  to  that  of 
a  piece  being  light  and  easily  portable  : — For  field 
artillery  being  designed  to  act  against  numbers,  to  do 
execution  the  object  ought  to  be  near,  and  within 
reach  of  grape  shot.  If  it  is,  the  distance  to  which 
the  piece  will  carry  is  nearly  out  of  the  question  ;and 
the  difference  in  the  exactness  of  which  two  pieces 
are  capable,  will  make  little  difference  if  any  in  the 
effect  of  their  fire/ 

The  length  of  a  piece  may  be  useful  in  barbette* 
firing;  but  this  is  of  little  moment  compared  with  the 
inconveniences  that  attend  it ;  and  we  have  found  by 
experience  that  those  in  use  with  us  have  answered 
cvcrj'  valuable  end  in  this  way. 

The  British  Army  sensible  of  the  neccssit>'  of  light 
pieces  in  a  country  like  this  seldom  or  never  make 
use  of  any  other  ;    They  even  exceed  us  in  their  at 

'  The  oriB^inol  Jr«ft  of  thit  \t\Vts  contained  the  foUowine  panerftph,  ftfttr- 
wbtdi  itruck  ou[ . 

*'F9f  lhi<  mi?Bl  pui  all  ibat  \\  lobe  dcm^  in  t1i«l  cabq  \m  to  Ia^  Ihc  pi«ce  heri- 
tAntnlly  AUfi  dJHhnrKi*  hrr  oi  hriibV  At  pouihle.  And  thftT  piece  whleh  U  ihe 
most  manACCribk  and  capfLble  of  bcmt;  fired  Chv  oftenet— hw  the  lars«*l 
caUbfie  and  wilt  contain  the  girimL  mimlirr  of  ^^mpc  thot  viU  aluajv  do  most 
fxecutbn  npon  a  l>ody  of  men,  Oal  ot  lh«  rcuh  of  i^aptf  iho(  It  at  lunltjr 
woitli  cotikLiiuiiii;  yuui  Aiuuiuulliuu  upon  a  «>tiJDiii  of  meu ;  (or  afbcf  labor- 
ing  hours  in  vain  you  trill  find  yvu  bavo  (tone  Ibvm  wry  liltl*  injury  i^ 
And  c«rCaiTily  no  cnaKnnl  b^nc&i  can  arise  En  baving  piecct  that  wlU  fo  a  ffW 
yanU  nearer  thetr  object  ihiut  oiheti.  I  should  never  wJsb  lo  have  any  piece 
di&char^ed  at  a  ba<ly  who  were  at  ludi  a  distuice  as  to  be  out  oC  the  reach  of 
ibe  pieces  wc  commonly  make  uk  of-" 
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tentior  to  thU  particular  and  bring  into  the  field  very 
few  pieces  heavier  than  three  or  four  pounders  weigh- 
ing from  220  to  300  weight. 

The  alteration  I  propose  is  not  a  new  tfxperimenL 
I  mean  only  to  reduce  them  to  the  same  standard  wilh 
the  general  run  of  the  Artillery  in  this  Army  :  which 
we  have  the  fullest  evidence  will  be  far  more  con- 
venient; and  which  have  been  from  repeated  trial 
found  sufficient  for  everj*  desirable  purpose. 

You  suggest  the  iinpropriety  of  letting  the  twenly 
one  pieces  renxain  unemployed,  during  the  lime  they 
undergo  a  new  manufacture,  while  the  present  mo- 
ment calls  for  them  in  the  field.  This  observation  is 
not  without  force,  but  it  has  been  fully  weighed,  and 
considering  all  things,  is  not  of  importance  enough 
to  make  it  expedient  to  forego  the  advantages  of 
reducing  them  to  a  more  portable  size,  and  increasing 
the  number  by  casting  them  over — 

You  ako  misconceived,  what  I  said  with  respect  to 
the  light  cannon,  waiting  at  Springfield,  till  ammuni- 
tion, waggons  and  men  sufficient  for  them,  could  be 
prepared  to  accompany  them.  I  did  not  intend  that 
they  should  wail  till  the  waggons  could  be  made,  and 
till  a  proper  number  of  men  to  manctuvcr  them  could 
be  instructed  in  their  duty  ;  but  only  till  ammunition 
could  be  fitted  up,  waggons  procured  in  the  most 
expeditious  manner,  and  men  come  on  from  the  East- 
ward which  they  will  do  as  fast  as  possible, — You 
cannot  but  suppose.  Sir  that  I  am  fully  desirous  of 
having  all  the  artillery  that  I  deem  proper  for  the 
service,  with  the   army  ;  and  that  I  shall  take  every 
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step  our  circumstances  will  permit,  to  hasten  ihcm 
forward.  Twenty  light  pieces  and  two  heavy  are  by 
this  time  at  or  very  near  Peekskill,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  light  will  come  on  as  soon  as  they  can  be 
accommodated  with  horses  and  other  necciisaries. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  you  could  imagine 
that  I  had  been  governed  in  my  determinations  on 
thifi  matter  by  the  advice  of  Monsieur  Du  Plefifiis- 
Though  that  gentleman's  conduct  since  he  has  been 
in  this  country,  has  been  ^uch  as  to  acquire  him  every 
proper  mark  of  attention;  yet  it  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed, that  either  General  Knox  or  myself  would 
repose  so  implicit  a  confidence  in  his  representations 
and  counsels  as  to  regulate  our  measures  Entirely  by 
them  in  an  affair  of  so  much  consequence.  1  had  a 
description  of  the  pieces  from  several  others  who  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  them,  and  whose  accounts 
perfectly  agree  with  your  own  ;  and  from  this  I  de- 
termined what  should  be  done  with  them.  Monsieur 
Du  Plessis  never  hinted  an  idea  of  casting  them  over 
before  it  was  resolved  to  do  it. 

You  are  even  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  of  Monsieur 
Du  Picssis  being  an  Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Knox* 
With  a  commission  of  Captain  of  Artillerj^  in  the 
American  service,  he  only  acts  as  volunteer  in  Gen- 
eral Knox'fi  family* 

1  shall  be  at  all  times  obliged  to  you  for  any  infor- 
mation respecting  tht:  ^late  of  the  Artillery,  and  your 
opinion  as  to  any  thing  you  may  think  eligible ;  but 
I  am  not  as  yet  authorized  to  consider  you  as  giving 
advice  or  direction  in  an  ot^ctal  capacity;  since  Con- 
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grcss  have  not  instructed  me  in  what  light  \  am  to 
view  you  ;  and  1  am  not  at  liberty  to  anticipate  events 
that  may  hereafter  take  place,  or  to  suppose  you  in- 
vested with  any  character,  that  they  have  not  delinea- 
ted you  in  to  me.  For  this  reason,  it  would  be 
irregular  to  interfere  with  any  arrangements  General 
Knox  has  made  with  my  aj^probation,  in  compliance 
with  those  you  propose.  Therefore  and  as  every 
thing  seems  to  me  to  be  already  in  a  very  good  train, 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  that  Capt.  DcGoy  should 
proceed  to  take  the  direction  of  the  pieces  coming  on 
as  you  recommend. 


to  major-general  schuyler, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  by  express,  informing  you 
of  what  1  had  done  towards  furnishing  you  with  such 
supplies  as  are  in  my  power  to  give,  and  the  obstacles 
that  at  present  lie  in  the  way  of  granting  you  others 
that  your  situation  demands.  Since  that  I  have  re- 
ceived yours  of  the  9th/     I  have  sent  by  express  to 

'  TWa  Ictler  «a»  Aa\tA  ai  Fori  EJwud,  and  contained  the  foUotvIfig  purticu- 
Us.  *'  I  have  not  been  able  to  Icam  wbat  U  become  of  rjcncrnl  Sr.  CU(r  tnd 
the  imnjr.  The  «nemy  (ollowtd  the  tioopi,  thai  came  to  Slccnesborough,  at  far 
■s  Fan  Anne,  where  they  «crc  yvitcrday  rcpuLvd  ;  noLwithsundiog  vhkh 
Coloacl  Long,  contrary  1o  my  expre«4  onlcr>.  crjicuBtcl  ibal  poit.  1  am  here 
■I  the  head  gf  a  haiidfiil  of  men.  no4  above  (ifuen  hundfcd,  vithout  proviiiun, 
with  lilt]*  inimimitifin,  nnt  Jihnvi*  fiw  rounHq  li>  a  man,  having  nrithf^r  bfiUli, 
QQT  Ind  to  make  mny  ;  ihe  coanEry  in  iho  doepo»t  coisicrDAiion ;  no  caniigei 
to  nneove  ib«  atorci  rrom  Port  Gtotpt,  vhlch  1  «xpcci  cveiy  monvut  to  levn 
\%  tliacked  ;  anr]  whAl  ndctt  to  my<1I*ir«ai  ^,  ihftt  a  report  prcvftfUi,  rh^l  1  bad 
f  Iven  orden  Tor  the  evacuation  uf  TEt^jniierogi,  wbereu  qoi  the  matt  dl*l«iit 
hlot  «r  »ach  ui  Intention  cap  be  dtawa  from  any  of  my  leUetv  lo  Gvn«ral 
Si.  Ckif,  or  tfty  other  person  whatever/' 
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Pcckskill  to  order  on  from  thence  to  you,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  forty  barrels  of  powder  and  an  equivalent 
quantity  of  lead. 

It  is  astonishing  beyond  expression,  that  you  have 
heard  nothing  of  St  Clair  and  the  army  under  him. 
I  am  totally  at  a  losfi  to  conceive  what  has  become  of 
them.  The  whole  affair  is  so  mysterious,  that  it  even 
bafBcs  conjecture.  I  know  not  how  to  suppose  it  pos- 
sible, that  they  can  be  on  any  route  towards  us,  without 
our  hearing  something  of  them,  and  even  if  they  have 
been  all  taken  prisoners,  one  would  imagine,  that  the 
account  of  it,  by  some  channel  or  other,  would  have 
come  to  your  knowledge.  Sometimes  I  am  led  to 
doubt  whether  it  may  not  be  possible,  chat  they  had 
recalled  their  design  of  relrcaling  from  the  foits,  and 
returned  to  them ;  but  here  again  it  occurs,  that  they 
could  have  found  some  means  to  communicate  intelli- 
gence of  it  to  you.  I  impatiently  wait  more  certain 
accounts  of  their  fate.'  Meantime.  I  hope  you  will 
leave  nothing  in  your  power  undone  to  check  the 
career  of  the  enemy.  This  is  the  second  day  I  have 
been  detained  here  by  the  badness  of  the  weather. 
As  soon  as  it  will  permit,  I  shall  prosecute  my  march 
through  the  Clove.     I  am.  &c. 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL  SCHUYLER, 

Clove,  15  Jtilj.  it7T- 

Dear  Sir, 

I  last  night  received  your  favor  of  the  lOlh  instant 
Amidst  the  unfortunate  reverse,  that  has  taken  place 

'  St  Clftir'i  Icttcn  I0  Schuyler,  the  one  dated  lh«  dftf  bcfon  be  left  TiCTnd^ 
rofi,  And  the  oibcr.  on  ihc  nutcb,  had  mixsrrnd. 
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in  our  affairs,  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  General  St. 
Clair  and  his  army  are  nai  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
I  really  feared  they  had  become  prisoners.  The  evac- 
uation of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence  is 
an  Event  of  Chagrin  and  surprise,  not  apprehended 
nor  within  the  compass  of  my  reasoning,  I  know 
not  upon  what  principle  it  was  founded,  and  I  should 
suppose  it  still  more  difficult  to  reconcile  it,  if  the 
garrison  amounted  to  Five  Thousand  men,  in  high 
spirits,  healthy,  well  supplied  with  provision  and 
ammunition,  and  the  eastern  militia  marching  to 
their  succor,  as  you  mention  !n  your  letter  of  the 
9(h,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  New  York."  This 
Stroke  \^  severe  indeed^  and  has  di^^tressed  us  much. 

Notwithstanding  things  at  present  have  a  dark  & 
gloomy  aspect,  I  hope  a  spirited  opposition  will  check 
the  progress  of  General  Burgoynes  Arms  and  that 
the  confidence  derived  from  his  success,  will  hurry 
him  into  measures,  that  will  in  thctr  consequences, 
be  favourable  to  us — We  should  never  despair  Our 
situation  before  has  been  unpromising  and  has 
changed  for  the  better — so,  I  trust,  it  will  again — If 
new  difficulties  arise,  we  must  only  put  forth  new 
exertions  and  proportion  our  I^fforts  to  the  exigency 
of  the  times.  As  the  operations  of  this  army  are  un- 
certain, depending  much  upon  General  Howe's,  which 

I  Sl<  CUlr*!  force  coDiiitcd  of  iwo  thoQt«nd  ind  cinhty  nioc  tlTecUT««,  mnk 
and  filr,  inctuiJin^  cno  huuilrcrl  anrl  twenty  loui  jtrtiUcen  (unarmed),  betLdet  Uie 
corps  of  Mtillcr^,  und  ibout  nine  hundrtd  militia,  who  htd  joined  him  lo  iitaf 
only  1  (c*  *54yh,  ""  Miirjy  uf  ihcic  wtfcmctc  boyi,  nJtogcihcrlntiapalik'oC  &iiv 
t&niD|£  the  fjiUnuet  of  «  toMicr,  ti&kcd  %nA  iU^Arm^d,  doI  above  ono  bAy&nd 
to  cvrry  iciith  min/'— 5/-  CJairfo  GffVfrnffr  BffUrJuim.  ^  July,  1777-  He  did  not 
join  Schuyler  until  the  iilh. 
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still  remain  to  be  known.  I  think  tt  will  be  expedient 
that  you  should  send  down  to  New  Windsor  and 
Fishkill  all  the  vessels  and  craft  you  may  not  have 
occasion  for  at  Albany,  to  be  in  readiness  for  irans- 
porting  a  part  of  our  force  up  the  river,  in  case  the 
situation  of  affairs  should  require  it,  and  circum- 
stances will  admjL  1  should  suppone  his  movement 
will  be  up  the  river,  to  cortp^rrate  with  Mr.  Burgoyne. 
and  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of  concentrating  their 
force!*.  This  Idea  prompted  me  to  advise  what  I 
have  respecting  the  vessels,  and  more  particularly,  as 
carrying  our  troops  by  water  will  not  only  facilitate 
iheir  arrival,  but  fit  'cm  for  more  immediate  ser\'ice, 
than  marching  by  land  in  casps  of  emergency. 

I  observe  you  mention  the  evacuation  of  Fort 
Gcor^C)  as  a  necessar)'  act-  For  my  own  part,  1  can- 
not determine  upon  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure, 
being  totally  unacquainted  with  its  strength  and 
situation,  and  of  the  grounds  adjoining.  But  there 
are  gentlemen  \\*iTti.  who  seem  to  consider  it  extreme- 
ly defensible  and  of  great  importance.  They  say, 
that  a  spirited,  brave,  judicious  officer  with  two  or 
three  hundred  good  men,  together  with  the  armed 
vessels  you  have  built,  would  retard  General  Bur- 
goyne's  passage  across  the  Lake  for  a  considerable 
time,  if  not  render  it  impracticable  and  oblige  him  to 
take  a  much  more  difficult  and  circuitous  route,  I 
only  mean  to  submit  it  to  your  consideration,  hoping 
that  whatever  is  best  will  be  pursued,  in  this  and 
every  other  instance.^     I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c, 

■  To  lhi&  p«mgraph  General  5chayl«r  rvplitd;      '*Tho  fort  w  pvt  of  an 
nnfinbhed  bostiun  rif  au  inEmdod  fortl^ca^iou.     Tlic  batitlun  wsa  f  lotvd  4t  Ike 
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TO    UBUTEN ANT-GEN EftAL    SIR    WILLIAM     HOWE. 

Nbw  JiftSBy,  t6  JqIj,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  fortune  of  war  having  thrown  Major-General 
Prescott  into  our  hands/  1  beg  leave  to  propose  his 
exchange  for  that  of  Major-General  Lee-  This  propo- 
sition, being  agreeable  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
agreement  subsisting  between  us,  will,  I  hope,  have 
your  approbation.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  expect 
it,  as  it  will  not  only  remove  one  ground  of  contro- 
versy between  us,  but  in  its  consequences  effect  the 
exchange  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  and  the 
Hes*tian  field-officers,  for  a  Ulce  number  of  ours  of 
e^ual  rank  in  your  possest^ion.     I  shall  be  obliged  by 

gorges  In  (f  was  a  harnih^lc  capable  of  concitnlnj;;  between  thfitjr  and  f^Xiy 
mm :  vrithoui  dit<^h,  without  wall,  without  cUterti ;  without  any  picket  to  pre- 
«ent  AQ  cnemjr  ffom  rvikning  l>vct  the  »*!];  10  amftU  m>  not  ti>  contain  above 
one  hikndrrd  and  l^fiy  men  :  t^ommindtd  by  ■  groun*!  gn«tly  overlooking  \\, 
ftod  within  poini'bUnk  shi>1 :  and  tn  sicuAl«d  ibat  five  huniircd  men  mfl^  lie 
bciWfMi  the  bailioD  and  the  Lnke,  wilhoiil  bcLng  seen  from  ibii  txtremtfy 
dtfentihU  furtrr^.  Of  (lie  v»tpli  built  there,  one  wan  ftHoat  ^ind  Idrnbly 
filled,  the  other  sVX\  ufion  (be  icocki  \  but,  if  iU«  two  tud  bean  upcD  ibc  water, 
Ihoy  would  hav*  bwn  of  1itt|«  qm  without  nggin£  or  gom/'— ^iVi^  LHUf, 
July  iStk 

'  LEeuteii&ni'Colmid  Uftrtofi,  of  Ut«  RhocLc  Uluid  mIliU*,  had  received  in* 
ielli£ence,  that  General  Pmcoil  wxh  >t  a  liouAe  about  five  miU^  from  Newport, 
And  a  mile  rrom  lh«  ucil  ibore  of  the  Ulaiitl.  With  about  forty  volunicen.  In- 
cluding Ca[>lAln>  AdADii  aad  Thillipi,  lie  uo^tl  tbc  baj  frum  Wajwic  Neck 
In  lh«  night,  eluding  the  rnemy'i  ^ard.l)Ofl[«.  anft  reached  the  hout«  unper- 
ceived.  Gmerol  TrQcotl  woi  taken  from  hu  bed,  and  hurried  off  iiutantlx  to 
the  beat,  an<]  alio  Major  Harrington  hiv  aid-de-canip,  jxnd  a  imtine]  who  itDod 
at  tbcdoor.  \\i\h  uucb  tilenoi:  and  trWHty  wai  thf^  mterpnie  conducted,  that 
the  |rciiGiflrii  i^uud .  htatiuiicd  Lwo  buddred  yaiiip  tfujii  tlic  houte  lu  which  ho 
lUpt.  wa>  not  ilarmtd.  ColonvJ  Barton  and  hU  party  imm^dtalelj  rvcroAied 
the  bay,  and  arrive*!  atlely  in  Wamic  wkh  their  pnte.  Conereai  leclilifd  tht ir 
"jiui  MRAC  of  the  gjilIanE  licliaviot"  of  Colonel  ^iartrm^  and  the  o(E<;erfr  uid 
men  of  hi^  P^r^y.  ^^^  voied  that  tn  cle^^nt  «w(ird  should  be  ]>mcntcd  Eo  him. 
He  wu  IlktHiiic  promoied  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  In  the  service  of  the 
Uaitai  Siaicc— 7;»ur#itf//,  July  »5th,  Dficember  ^th. 
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your  answer  upon  the  subject,  assuring  you,  that 
Major-Gcncral  Prcscolt  shall  be  sent  in,  if  the  pro- 
posed exchange  is  acceded  to,  cither  on  the  previous 
releascmenl  of  General  Lee,  or  your  promise  that  the 
same  diali  immediately  take  place  on  General  Prcs- 
coCt's  return.      I  have  the  honor,  &c 


TO   GOVERNOR   TftUMWULL, 

Huu-Qn^RlKR^,  AT  THE  CtovB,  17  Joly.  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  14th.  with  its  en- 
closures. I  had  sometime  before  received  the  account 
of  the  evacuation  of  Ticr>ndi!roga  ;  but  upon  what 
Grounds  or  for  what  Reasons  this  sudden  Resolution 
was  taken,  I  have  not  yet  learnt,  I  have  not  heard 
from  General  Schuyler  since  the  loth.  He  was  then 
at  Fort  Edward,  and  cxpecit!d  that  General  St.  Clair. 
who  was  at  Bedford  with  the  troops  that  he  brought 
off,  would  join  him  in  a  few  days.  I  am  in  hopes,  by 
my  not  hearing  from  Gen),  Schuyler  since  the  toth, 
that  General  Burgoync  hab  not  followed  his  success 
with  much  rapidity,  I  have  sent  up  such  a  Reinforce- 
ment of  Men  and  Artillery  as  I  could  spare ;  and  I 
am  not  without  hopes,  that  when  the  army  in  that 
quarter  collect  again,  and  have  taken  Breath,  after 
their  late  confusion,  they  will  be  able,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  militia,  to  check  Burgoyne  in  a  country, 
which  I  am  informed  is  very  strong  by  nature. 

The  capture  of  General  Prcscott  was  a  bold  enter- 
prise,  and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
demand  of  the  Releasement  of  General  I-ee  in  such 
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a  manner,  that  I  think  General  Howe  cannot  with 
honor  refuse  to  cumply.  Until  I  know  General 
Howe's  determination  upon  this  matter,  I  would  not 
have  General  Prescott  sent  forward.  I  would  have 
him  genleellyaccommodated.  hut  strongly  guarded.  I 
would  not  admit  him  to  parole,  as  Gcncnd  Howe  has 
not  thought  proper  to  grant  General  Lee  that  indul- 
gence, I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Par* 
sons,  in  which  he  informs  me,  that  he  understands 
General  Prescott  is  to  be  st^nl  to  Windham,  which  he 
says  is  by  no  means  a  place  of  safety,  as  it  would  be 
easy  for  him  to  effect  an  escape  to  Long  Island  by 
means;  of  the  disaffected.  I  therefore  beg  he  may 
be  rc^nioved  further  from  the  Sound,  and  into  some 
place  where  the  people  are  generally  well  affected- 
A  Vigilant  officer  should  be  sent  with  him,  whose 
constant  care  he  should  remain  under  ;  for,  by  shift- 
ing of  Guards,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  some 
inattentive  person  might  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  making  his  escape.  I  am  in  hopes  if  General 
Lee's  exchange  is  acceded  to.  that  a  general  exchange 
of  prisoners  may  be  brought  about,  as  the  former 
treatment  of  that  Gentleman  was  one  principal  bar 
to  its  being  carried  into  execution  before.      1  am,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   SCHUYLER, 

HlAI>-QCARTKHS.  AT  TUB  CLOVH,  |B  JuljF^  1777- 

Dear  Sir, 

As  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you 
since  the  loth  in<itant,  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  the 
enemy  have  not  pursued  their  success  with  the  rapid- 
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ity  that  was  to  be  apprehended,  and  that  General  Sl 
Clair  will  have  formed  a  jimction  with  you  before 
they  advance  upon  you.  Immediately  upon  the  re* 
ccipt  of  your  first  letter,  concerning  the  distress  you 
would  labor  under  for  want  of  the  Assistance  of  an 
active  officer,  well  acquainted  with  the  Country,  I 
wrote  to  Congress  and  desired  them  to  send  up  Gen- 
eral Arnold,  provided  the  matter  before  them  re- 
specting his  Rank  was  settled  in  such  a  manner*  that 
determined  him  to  continue  in  Ser\'ice.  Upon  my 
Requisition,  General  Arnold,  waiving  for  the  present 
all  dispute  about  rank,  left  Philadelphia  and  arrived 
here  last  Evening,  and  this  day  proceeds  on  his  jour- 
ney Co  join  you.  Although  he  conceives  himself,  had 
his  promotion  been  regular,  superior  in  command  to 
General  St  Clair,  yet  he  generously  upon  this  occa- 
sion la>^  aside  his  claim,  and  will  create  no  dispute, 
should  the  good  of  the  service  require  them  to  act  in 
concert,  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  well  known 
Activity,  Conduct,  and  Bravery  of  General  Arnold- 
The  proofs  he  has  given  of  all  three  have  gained  him 
the  confidence  of  the  public  and  of  the  Army,  the 
Eastern  Troops  in  paaicular, 

\  will  not  condemn  or  even  pass  a  Censure  upon 
any  officer  unheard ;  but  I  think  it  a  duty,  which 
General  Sl  Clair  owes  to  his  own  Character,  to  insist 
upon  an  opportunity  of  giving  the  Reasons  for  his 
sudden  evacuation  of  a  post,  which^  but  a  few  days 
before,  he  by  his  own  letters  thought  tenable  at  least 
for  a  while.  People  at  a  distance  are  apt  to  form 
wrong  conjectures  ;    and   if    General    St    Ctair  has 
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good  reasons  for  the  step  he  has  taken.  I  think  the 
sooner  he  justifies  himself  the  belter,  I  have  men- 
tioned these  matters,  because  he  may  not  know  that 
his  conduct  is  lookr^d  upon  as  vety  unaccountable,  by 
al)  Ranks  of  people  in  this  part  of  the  Countr)'.  If 
he  is  reprehensible,  the  public  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  call  for  that  Justice,  which  h  due  from  an 
officer,  who  betra)'3  or  gives  up  his  post  in  an  unwar- 
rantable Manner. 

When  I  had  proceeded  thus  far.  yours  of  the  14th 
came  to  hand  enclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Council  of 
War.  held  at  Ticonderoga  before  the  e\*acuation.  I 
shall,  as  you  desire,  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  Congress, 
By  that  account  the  Strength  of  the  Garrison  falls 
vcrj'  sliurt  uf  the  Returns  made  to  me  a  little  wliile 
before,  but  much  more  so  of  your  estimate,  in  yours 
of  the  —  in  which  you  say  the  garrison  consisted  of 
five  thousand  men. 

I  have  already  sent  you  off  the  ten  pieces  of  Artil- 
lery compleatly  fixedr  a  quantity  of  Cartridges  ready 
made  arc  ordered  on^  and  six  tons  of  Ball,  with  Cart- 
ridge paper  sufficient  to  make  them  up.  All  the  Camp 
kettles  that  were  to  be  spared  from  this  place  and 
Pcckskill  are  gone  on,  and  I  most  heartily  wish  I 
could  send  you  tents.  Genl.  Mifflin  is  making  an  ex- 
act scrutiny  into  the  number  of  Tents  here,  and  if  any 
can  be  drawn  from  the  Rt^gimenLs,  they  shall  be  »cnt 
to  you,  tho*  th(!y  be  but  few.  The  remainder  of 
Nixon's  Brigade  will  follow  the  moment  they  arrive 
at  Peekskill.  they  are  all  that  I  can  possibly  spare  in 
my  present  Situation.     To  weaken  this  army  more 
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than  Ift  prnHent,  woiilH  perhaps  bring  destnjctiofl 
upon  It ;  and  I  look  upon  the  keeping  it  upon  a  re- 
spectable footing,  as  the  only  measure  that  will  p^^ 
vent  a  junction  of  Howes  and  Burgoines  Armies, 
which  if  effected  may  have  the  most  fatal  Conse- 
quences. The  thirty  pieces  of  light  Artillery  which 
want  Carriages  should  be  sent  immediatety  away.  I( 
you  can  get  them  transported  into  New  England  or 
any  place  of  Safety  let  it  be  done.  I  can  give  you 
no  particular  directions  for  your  Conduct,  but  I  trust 
that  every  proper  step  will  be  taken  to  make  a  vigor- 
ous defence,     I  am,  &c 


TO  THE  DRIGADIER-CENERALS  OF  MILITIA  IN   THE  WEST- 
ERN   PARTS  OF    MASSACHUSETTS  AND  CONNECTICUT, 

US4IM]UAK1KM,  AT  TUB  CLOVK,  i8  Joljr,  1777, 

Gentlemen, 

The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  has  opened  a  door 
for  the  Enemy,  unless  speedily  and  vigorously  op- 
posed, to  penetrate  the  Northern  parts  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  the  Western  parts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Massachusetts  Bay.  It  i*s  also  to  be  feared, 
that  they  will  form  a  junction  by  the  way  of  the 
North  River  with  General  Howe,  and  thereby  cut  off 
the  communication  between  the  eastern  and  southern 
States^  I  need  not  represent  to  you  how  fatal  such 
a  measure  would  prove  to  the  interests  and  liberties 
of  the  United  States.  It  cannot  be  supposed,  that 
the  small  number  of  Continental  troops  assembled  at 
Fort  Edward  are  alone  sufficient  to  check  the  prog- 
ress of  the  enemy.     To  the  militia,  therefore,  must 
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we  look  for  support  in  this  time  of  Tr^*al  ;  and  I 
trust,  that  you  will  immediately  upon  receipt  af  this, 
if  you  have  not  done  it  already,  march  with  at  least 
one  third  part  of  the  militia  under  your  command, 
and  rendezvous  at  Saratoga,  unless  directed  to  some 
other  place  by  General  Schuyleror  Arnold.  I  would 
recommend  it  to  you  to  engage  your  men  to  remain 
in  service  for  a  limited  time,  to  be  regularly  relieved 
by  others  at  the  expiration  of  that  lime.  We  shall 
then  know  what  force  we  have  to  depend  upon, 
and  it  will  also  be  more  convenient  for  the  Men,  part 
of  whom  may  be  gathering  their  Harvests  while  the 
others  are  bravely  defending  their  country.  General 
Arnold,  who  is  so  well  known  to  you  all,  goes  up  at 
my  request  to  take  the  command  of  the  militia  in 
particular,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  wi[],  under 
his  Conduct  and  direction,  repei  an  Enemy  from 
your  Borders,  who,  not  content  with  hiring  Mercena- 
ries to  lay  waste  your  Country,  have  now  brought 
Savages,  with  the  avowed  and  express  intent  of  add* 
ing  murder  to  desolation.     I  am»  &a 

P.  S,     This  to  be  forwarded  by  express  from  one 
Brigadier  to  the  other' 


Ge 


TO    THE     COMMITTEE    OF     CONGRESS.' 

Camp  at  the  clove.  19  July.  1777, 
EWTLEMEN, 

The  little  notice  I  had  of  your  coming  to  the 
Army,  and  the  shortness  of  your  stay  in  camp,  will, 

I  Thti  IvtItT  vu  vrnttni  >(  Lh«  luivgotion  of  Roliet  R,  [JvEngiton, 
'Tbe  complainli  of   incQictGncr  in  ibe  cornmis&ar^  deputincnl   wcrt  >o 
Mmi(   th4t  Coogrcu  dirccUd  %  ctimniitlca  of   three   of  iLs  mcmbej^^Ph. 
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more  than  probably  occasion  the  omission  of  many 
matiers  which  of  right,  ought  to  be  laid  before  you 
^and  the  interruption  which  my  thoughts  constantly 
meet  by  a  variety  of  occiirrences  must  apologi2e  for 
the  crude  and  indigested  manner  in  which  they  are 
offered 

The  completion  of  the  Continental  Regiments  « 
a  matter  of  such  Infinite  importance,  that  I  think  no 
means  should  be  left  iiiiessayed.  to  accomplish  It^ 
Drafting,  where  the  powers  of  Government  are  ade- 
quate, would  be  the  speediest  and  most  effectual,  but 
if  it  should  be  thought  unadvisable  to  attempt  this 
mode,  next  to  ir,  I  would  recommend,  that  the  busi- 
ness of  recruiting  should  be  taken  entirely  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  and,  that  each 
Stale  should  appoint  some  person  of  known  activity 
(one  for  instance  who  has  been  a  good  under  Sheriff) 
in  each  County  or  Township  not  only  to  recruit  but 
to  apprehend  Deserters — these  persons  to  be  liberally 
rewarded  for  each  recruit  and  Deserter  whom  they 
shall  deliver  at  stated  Periods,  and  places,  to  officer's 
appointed  to  receive, — discipline  and  march  them  to 
the  Army — none  of  these  recruiters  to  have  the 
smallest  power  to  act  out  of  their  own  districts  but 

LivLnpion,  Gerry,  tnd  Cljrnivr^to  proceed  to  camp  (o  iiiakf  &  "  dtUcvm  «n- 
qujiy  into  th<  dUtc  af  Eho  ARny,  p«rticu1u1]r  into  Eba  ai»M  of  (ho  conplAinti 
in  (he  commiiisiry's  deparlmenl,  ind  1o  znnlte  bucIi  prorision  u  ihe  eiiffeoGf 
anil  mporr«nccr  of  the  nue  domsmli/'— yjurrui^j,  II  July,  1777-  Coii£retf 
hM  only  wceiittj  T«L>r|£iniKd  ihih  rlrj^a-Hmcni  {y<i^ti^li,  to  JunCi  I???),  and 
ckdcf]  JoAcph  TmcnbuU,  CominUAAry  (iTrnenl  of  PurcfLatci,  »tth  Willijiia 
Aylctt,  WitlitTD  ButtmciAii)  JmioL*  Cuylcr,  iintl  Ictfmiah  Wjid»worlb.  %y  dcim- 
lla.  Cliifl?!  STe*irt  wni  tn«iit  Comminsiry  C;«^et*l  o\  t4u««,  with  Willijm 
Grccn  Mumlonl,  Matthew  Irvine,  and  Eliiha  Avery,  m  dcpu tict,-^y#»nMJr, 
t6  lune  1777. 
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to  be  absolutely  fixed  to  them, — A  mode  of  this  kind 
would  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  tcss  buithcn&omc  to 
the  public  than  the  present,  prevent  the  Idle  habits 
which  recruiting  officers  contract,  not  only  injurious 
to  themselves  but  others  ;  the  most  effectual  means, 
which  can  be  devised,  for  the  recovery  of  Deserters 
the  surest  way  of  keeping  your  regiments  of  equal 
strength  and  of  making  the  du:y  more  equal  in  the 
detail  of  \t.  In  a  word,  many  valuable  advantages 
would  result  from  it  whilst  I  can  suggest  but  one 
reason  against  it  (and  that,  fully  satisfied  I  am,  when 
weighed  in  the  scale  of  Interest  will  not  operate)  I 
mean  the  keeping  so  many  officers  in  Camp  who 
might  be  spared  from  the  duties  of  ihc  Field  till  the 
regiments  are  stronger  than  at  present. — The  Sixteen 
additional  regiments  labor  under  such  disadvantages 
In  some  states  as  to  render  the  interposition  of  Con^ 
gress  (in  some  shape  or  other)  indispensably  nece&< 
sary. 

With  respect  to  Food,  considering  wc  arc  in  such 
an  extensive  and  abundant  Countr)',  no  army  was 
ever  worse  supplied  than  ours  with  many  essen- 
tial articles  of  it — our  Soldiers,  the  greatest  part 
of  last  Campaign,  and  the  whole  of  this,  have  scarcely 
tasted  any  kind  of  V'egetables  ;  had  but  little  salt 
and  Vinegar,  which  would  have:  been  a  tolerable  sub* 
stiuue  for  Vegetables  ;  have  been  in  a  great  measure 
strangers  to,  neither  have  they  been  provided  with 
proper  drink, — Beer  or  Cyder  seldom  comes  within 
the  verge  of  the  Camp,  and  Rum  in  much  too  small 
quantities — Thus,  to  devouring  large  quantities   of 


496 


THE  WMiTII^GS  OF 


t»7l7 


animal  food,  untemper'd  by  vegeubles  or  vinegar^  or 
by  any  kind  of  Drink  but  water,  and  eating  indiffer 
ent  Bread  (but.  for  tKis  last  a  remedy  is  providing) 
arc  to  be  ascribed  the  many  putrid  diseases  incident 
to  the  Army,  and  the  lamentable  mortality  that  at- 
tended us  last  Campaiga — If  these  evils  can  be 
Femcdicd  the  expence  and  trouble  ought  not  to  be 
obstacles. — Though  some  kind  of  Vegetables  arc  not 
to  be  had,  others  are  ;  which,  together  with  sour 
Crout  and  vinegar  might  easily  be  had,  if  proper 
persons  acquainted  with  the  business,  were  employed 
therein- 

Soap  is  another  article  in  great  demand,  the  Conti- 
nental allowance  is  too  small,  and  dear,  as  every 
necessary  of  life  is  now  got,  a  soldier's  pay  will  not 
enable  him  to  purchase,  by  which  means  his  conse- 
quent dirtiness  adds  not  a  little  to  the  disease  of  the 
Army. — 

I  have  no  reason  to  accuse  the  Clothier  Genl  of 
Inattention  to  his  department,  and  therefore,  as  his 
supplies  arc  incompetent  to  the  wants  of  the  Army, 
1  am  to  suppose  his  resources  arc  unequal.  Ought 
not  each  Stale  to  be  called  upon  to  draw  such  sup- 
plies from  the  Country  Manufactories  as  can  be 
afforded?  particularly  of  shoes,  stockings,  shirts,  and 
Blankets;  articles  indispensably  necessary  and  of 
which  scarce  too  many  can  be  provided — In  the 
meanwhile  every  provision  to  be  making  for  Clothing 
the  Troops  uniformly,  and  warm  in  the  Winter.  It 
is  a  maxim,  which  needs  no  illustration,  that  nothing 
can  be  of  more  importance  in  an  Army  than  the 
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Clothing  and  feeding  it  well, — on  these  the  health, 
comfort,  and  spirits  of  the  Soldiers,  essentially  de- 
pend;  and  it  \%  a  melancholy  fact,  that  the  American 
Army  are  miserably  detective  in  both  ihese  respects 
— the  distress  most  of  them  are  in,  for  want  of 
Clothing  is  painful  to  humanity,  dispiriling  to  them- 
selves* and  discouraging  to  every  Officer — It  makes 
every  pretention  to  the  preservation  of  cleanliness 
impossible,  exposes  them  to  a  variety  of  disorders — 
and  abates,  or  destroys  that  military  pride  without 
which  nothing  can  be  expected  from  any  Army. 

The  consequence  of  giving  rank  indiscriminately, 
is  much  to  be  dreaded — great  dissatisfaction  has 
already  arisen  on  account  of  bestowing  ihis  on  offi- 
cers in  the  Civil  departments  of  the  Army,  on  the 
inferior  staffs.  Waggon  Masters,  &Cp,  who  by  custom, 
propriety,  and  ever)'  other  motive  are  excluded  from 
it  in  ail  well  regulated  Armies,  The  too  great  liber- 
ality practised  in  this  respect,  will  destroy  the  pride 
of  rank  where  it  ought  to  exist,  and  will  not  only 
render  it  cheap — but  contemptible.  It  is  the  policy 
of  all  Armies  to  make  it  valued  and  respected  as  a 
stimulus  to  emulation  and  an  incitement  to  bold  and 
gallant  undertaking — it  must  be  very  unadviscable 
therefore,  in  our  infant  State  of  Wan  to  adopt  novel 
customs  to  bring  it  into  discredit,  which  mn»t  and 
will  be  the  consequence  of  making  it  too  common, 
besides  the  disgust  it  creates  in  others. 

An  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  be  constantly  with  the 
Army  is  absolutely  requisite — It  ts  impossible  for 
me.  crowded  as  I  am,  with  other  business,  to  examine 
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and  adjust  the  numerous  complex  accounts  of  the 
Army  with  that  correctness  the  Public  have  a  right 
to  expect  before  warrants  pass  for  payment  and  with- 
out doing  it,  great  impositions  may  follow — The 
provision  for  making  rcgimrntal  paymasters  regulate 
all  regimental  accouits  \%  altogether  incompetent  to 
the  end  proposes!  from  it :  for  these  Men  being  ap- 
pointed generally,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Field  officers  of  the  regiments  they  belong  to, 
associating  constantly  with  the  Officers  of  their  Corps 
— and  in  a  great  measure  under  their  controul.  can- 
not be  considered  as  sufficiently  uninfluenced.  Nor 
arc  Auditors  at  a  distance  from  the  Army  of  much 
use,  as  it  would  require  a  delay  not  admi<istb)c  to 
send  accounts  to  them  to  audit  before  they  were 
passed  and  paid  in  consequence  of  warrants  from 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army. 

A  good  Geographer  to  survey  the  Roads  and  take 
sketches  of  the  Country  where  the  Army  is  to  act, 
would  be  extremely  useful  and  might  be  attended 
with  exceeding  valuable  consequences^ He  might 
with  propriety  have  the  chief  direction  of  the  Guides 
who  must  have  a  head  to  procure,  govern,  and  pay 
them* — If  such  a  person  should  be  approved  of.  I 
would  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Robt.  Erskine, 
who  is  thoroughly  skilled  in  this  business— has  al- 
ready assisted  us  in  making  maps  of  the  Country, 
and  has,  (as  I  am  informed)  uniformly  supported  the 
character  of  a  fast  friend  to  America. 

A  small  travelling  Press  to  follow  Head  Quarters 
would  be  productive  of  many  eminent  advantages— 
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It  would  enable  us  to  give  speedy  and  exact  informa- 
tion of  any  military  transactions  thai  lake  place  with 
proper  comments  upon  ihem  and  thereby  frustrate 
the  pernicious  tendency  of  falsehood  and  misrepre- 
sentation, which,  in  my  opinion  of  whatever  com- 
plexion lliey  may  be.  are  in  the  main  detrimental  to 
our  causc^If  the  People  had  a  channel  of  intelli- 
gence that  from  Its  usual  authenticity  they  could  look 
up  to  with  confidence,  they  might  often  be  preserved 
from  that  despondency,  which  they  are  apt  to  fall 
into  from  the  exaggerated  pictures  our  Enemies  and 
their  Emissaries  among  us  commonly  draw  of  any 
misfortunes  we  meet  with  and  from  that  diflidcnceof 
truths  favorable  to  us  which  they  must  naturally  feel 
from  the  frequent  deception  they  are  exposed  to^  by 
the  extravagant  colorings  our  friends  often  give  to 
our  successes. — It  would  also  be  very  useful  to  dig- 
patch  business  in  Can\p  ;  being  the  most  expeditious 
means  of  taking  copies  of  any  orders  or  oUier  matters 
that  require  to  be  dispersed  and  would  save  a  good 
deal  in  returns  and  other  Papers  we  are  often  obliged 
to  get  Printed  in  Philadelphia,  An  ingenious  man 
to  accompany  this  Press  and  be  employed  wholly  in 
writing  for  it  miglit  render  it  singularly  beneficial. 

I  am  exceedingly  embarrassed  how  to  dispose  of 
the  French  cflicers  in  General,  but  more  especially 
the  artillery  ofhcers,  who  are  come  out  under  the 
sanction  of  a  compact  I  can  think  of  no  other  way 
than  that  of  forming  a  separate  corps  of  them  and 
draughting  men  from  the  whole  line  to  compose  that 
Corps; — but  even  this  will  be  attended  with  many 
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disagreable  effects, — among  others  this  is  not  the 
least,  that  officers  will  think  themselves  much  injured 
to  have  the  men  they  have  had  the  trouble  of  raising 
taken  from  them  and  given  to  others — There  is  some- 
thing in  this  which  is  discouraging  and  breaks  the 
spirit  of  a  good  officer  who  prides  himself  in  having 
a  full  and  compleat  Corps. 

A  doubt  has  arisen  whether  a  Person  who  belongs 
to  any  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  who 
owed  allegiance  lo  any  of  the  said  States,  that  went 
to  the  Enemy,  some  time  past,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  lurking  about  any  of  the  Fortifications 
or  about  any  of  the  Encampments  of  the  ArmiM  of 
the  United  States^  plundering  and  driving  off  Cattle 
lo  the  Enemy,  recruiting  for  them  or  committing  any 
other  atcrocious  Crime,  or  who  is  appointed  an  officer 
in  the  Enemies  Army,  can  be  tried  by  a  General 
Coun  Martial  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  2ist  of  August  1776  and  punished  as  a  Spye.  I 
have  &c  ' 


TO    MAJOR-CENERAL    HEATH. 

HSACM^UAKTltRS  AT  T1»CljOri,  1%  Jolj,  I777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  your  favs.  of  the  7th  and  toth  instants.     I 
am  pleased  to  find  from  the  Copy  of  the  letter  from 

*  Oa  July  ^ihi  LivlfijfKoa  rdumed  loCoiiffr«a4  with  Alciror  frooi  Wuhlos- 
L>n  (ani1oat}tc<Lty  ihii  letter  of  Ihc  19(h).  whkh  wu  at  oikc  refcncd  to  the 
Bo«d  of  Wmr,  knd  led  (o  the  resoJntiotii  empowcTing  the  Board  to  iontr^ct  for 
beer,  cider,  T^cttblci,  Bcap,  vineeu,  uid  soar  ooul ;  lo  djow  Wuhin^oa  le 
lDCrt«*c  the  raiion  of  kw^i.  >nd  lo  Mppwnl  ErBkin«  g«ognphei  uid  lurreynr  Oil 
tbe  fOftdo.     Th«  qacvtion  of  eloihinc  wm  rtcommtltod. 
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Bordeaux  that  Matters  wore  so  good  a  face  in  France, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  tliey  will  push  an  ad- 
vantageous trade  with  us  before  a  formal  declaration 
of  War,  indeed  if  they  were  to  Strike  a  Blow  before 
the  declaration,  ihey  would  only  repay  England 
for  playing  a  Game  of  the  same  kind  in  the  year 

»755- 

There  is  a  very  material  difference  between  the 
Returns  you  trartsmit  ine,  and  Genl,  Si.  Clairs  ac- 
count of  the  Garrison  of  Ticonderoga.  By  a  Copy 
of  the  Council  of  War,  before  the  evacuation,  it 
Appe.irs  that  they  had  only  2089  efFectivcs  and  goo 
Militia.  Your  return  of  Massachusetts  Troops  that 
has  marched,  amounts  tu  28301  There  were  besides 
these  four  Regiments  of  New  Hampshire  Troops. 
These  are  mysteries  which  a  proper  enquiry  must 
clear  up,  I  have  sent  Genl  Arnold  up  to  join 
Genl.  Schuyler,  who  is  collecting  a  force  near  Fort 
Edward,  by  the  latest  accounts,  the  Enemy  had  not 
advanced  in  Force  from  Skeeiisborough,  I  there- 
fore hope  that  with  Genl  Arnold  assistance  (in 
whom  the  Army  and  Militia  in  particular  place  great 
confidence)  matters  will  be  put  in  a  more  favorable 
train,     *     *     * 

Genl.  Howe  still  lays  intirely  quiet  on  board  the 
Fleet  at  Siaten  Island,  very  few  troops  remain  on 
shore,  and  the  destination  a  profound  secret  What- 
ever were  his  intentions  before  this  unlucky  Blow  to 
the  Northward,  he  certainly  ought  in  good  policy  to 
endeavor  to  cooperate  with  Genl  Burgoine,  I  am 
so  fully  of  opinion  that  this  will  be  his  plan  that  I 


501 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[<777 


have  advanced  the  Army  thus  far  to  support  our 
party  at  Pecks  Kill  should  the  Enemy  move  up  the 
River.     ♦     •     •- 


TO   THE   PKEMDENT   OF   CONUKKS&. 

CAMr,  EutVZK  MOES  ik  thbCumv, 
"  J"iy.  *777- 

We  have  been  under  great  embarrassments  respect- 
ing the  iniendcd  operations  of  General  Howe»  and 
still  are,  notwithstanding;  the  utmost  pains  to  obtain 
intelligence  of  the  same.'  At  present  it  would  appear 
that  he  is  going  out  to  sea.  By  authentic  information, 
there  arc  only  forty  ships  at  New  York ;  the  rest  are 
gone  clstwherci  and  have  fallen  down  Ixttween  ihe 
Narrows  and  the  Hook.  Between  these  Two  places, 
the  number,  from  the  most  accurate  observation,  was 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  yesterday.  As  I  ob- 
served before,  their  destination  is  uncertain  and  un- 
known ;  But  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform 
Congress  of  these  Facts,  that  ihey  may  give  orders 

^  "  Hoidqiiulfn  at  Galloway'Sp  rii  old  Loc-hou«f^  The  Gen«nJ  bd|sed  in  i 
M,  and  hU  Umily  on  Iho  Hoor  about  him.  W«  had  pJcotr  oT  Kpawa  and 
mflk,  and  all  were  contented." — Fuktrimt^'x  youffM/^  Sunday,  ao  July.  1777> 

*  "  The  Intc]Ilj£cncc  which  occofdoncd  u%  lo  advance  from  itic  Entntkoeof  (he 
Cleiv«  y««teirday  momine.  I  Itnd  id  hnvc  been  prvmatur«,  And  mean  fo  t«Dani 
Tierc  x\\}  I  have  yoiir  annvrr.  What  l  wilK  1o  be  parnmlflrly  «Qd  certainly  in- 
formed of  is,  wbcthor  you  have  retciveil  any  (uTibcr  attount*  frotn  Gencrjl  Sul* 
Ihuit  Of  otber  p^n-ons  coriujjuoui  to  (he  water,  respecting  the  ^j»  Ihal  were 
>ow  COiiQ|£  up  the  Sound  :  whethcrthey  have  come  toanchor,  and  whcrt ;  whether 
tboy  hmvt  Iroopi  onbi^i^d.  ui  ha«c  UuUed  aity,  and  Ahai  Number  of  Shi pb  in  Ihe 
whole  hat  appeared.  Vou  will,  I  uy,  given3C<b«m«it  partiruUrinfnrmilvonyau 
bftve  obtuned  in  these  tevcral  imtanca  immediately  fay  Erpitn.  I  ilull  aAX- 
io<i&ly  wort  lor  your  answer,  and  have  na  doubt  of  renrivia^-  it  UvitS{;ht.  Oar 
ntOAlLon  here  is  di^reuing.  and  the  conduci  of  Genix^  Howe  ealremcly  em- 
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to  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march 
at  the  shortest  notice,  in  ca^  Philadelphia  should  be 
their  object.  At  the  same  time  I  am  to  request,  that 
they  will  have  a  sufficient  number  of  proper  Look- 
outs fixed  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  to  whose  ac- 
counts implicit  confidence  may  be  given,  to  make 
the  earliest  reports  of  the  nrrival  of  any  fleet,  which 
Congress  will  transmit  by  the  speediest  conveyance. 
As  the  enemy  will  probably  make  many  Feints, 
and  have  it  unhappily  but  too  much  in  their  power 
from  their  shipping^,  I  would  advise  that  the  Look-outs 
should  be  cautioned  to  be  extremely  accurate  tn  iheir 
observations  and  reports,  mentioning,  with  as  much 
precision  as  possible,  the  number  of  ships  that  may 
appear  Our  situation  is  already  critical,  and  may 
be  rendered  still  more  so  by  inaccurate  and  ill- 
grounded  intelligence.  From  tlie  advices,  received 
on  Saturday,  of  the  movements  of  part  of  the 
enemy's  ships,  and  the  strong  reasons  there  were 
to  suppose  General  Howe  would  push  up  the  North 
River  to  cooperate  with  General  Burgoyne,  I  de- 
tached Lord  Stirling  with  his  division  to  Peekskill 
on  Sunday  morning-  They  crossed  the  river  that 
evening  and  the  next  morning.  This  movement  will 
prove  unnecessar)\  should  his  destination  be  to  the 
southward.  I  have  also  ordered  General  Glover's 
brigade  from  Peekskill  to  reinforce  General  Schuy- 
ler, from  his  representations  of  the  inadequacy  of  his 
force  to  oppose  General  Burgoyne,  and  of  the  seem- 
ing backwardness  of  the  people  in  that  quarter  to 
aiTord  him  aid.      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
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p.  S.  I  think  the  Works  at  BillingVport  well 
worthy  of  auention  and  h  [is]  expedient  to  efiect 
their  completion  as  soon  as  possible. 


TO   MAJOR-CENERAL   SCIIUVLER, 

EUVC4  MII£SIH  TIIbCLOVB.  tt  Julf*  >71T- 

Dear  Sm, 

I  yesterday  evening  received  (he  favor  of  your 
Letters  of  the  17th  &  iSth  Inst,  with  their  Indosurcs. 
I  am  heartily  g]ad  you  have  found  two  such  advan- 
tageous spots  to  take  post  at,  and  I  hope  the  progress 
of  the  eremy  will  not  be  so  rapid,  as  to  prevent  your 
throwing  up  such  lines,  as  you  may  esteem  necessary 
for  their  defence.'  Though  our  affairs,  for  some 
days  past,  have  worn  a  dark  and  gloomy  aspect,  1 
yet  look  forward  to  a  fortunate  and  happy  change  I 
trust  General  Burgoyne's  army  will  meet  sooner  or 
later  an  effectual  check,  and.  as  1  suggested  before, 
that  the  success  he  has  had  will  precipitate  his  Ruin. 
From  your  accounts  he  appears  to  be  pursuing  that 
line  of  conduct,  which  of  all  others  is  most  favorable 
to  us  ;  I  mean  acting  in  Detachment  This  conduct 
will  certainly  give  room  for  Enterprise  on  our  part, 
and  expose  his  parties  to  great  hazard  Could  wc  be 
so  happy,  as  to  cut  one  of  them  off^  supposing  it 
should  not  exceed  four,  five,  or  six  hundred  men,  it 
would  inspirit  the  people  and  do  away  much  of  their 
present  anxiety.     In  such  an  Event,  they  would  lose 

^  KoHciaHko,  the  principal  engineer  in  the  Korth«Tii  Departmcnl,  had  K&Mcd 
B  fKnition  on  Mcna  Circk,  toMi  miles  bclov  Fort  Edward,  to  which  Uie  tnny 
rcmoveU  on  ibe  x;td  uf  July. 
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sight  of  past  misfortunes,  and^  urged  at  the  same  time 
by  a  regard  for  their  own  security,  they  would  fly  to 
arms  and  afford  every  aid  in  their  power. 

Your  exertions  to  bring  the  people  to  view  things  in 
their  proper  light,  to  impress  them  with  a  just  sense 
of  the  fatal  consequences,  that  will  rc*iult  to  them- 
selves, their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  country 
from  their  taking  a  wrong  part,  and  for  preventing 
Toryism^  cannot  be  too  great.  General  Burgoyne,  I 
have  no  doubt,  will  practise  everj'  art,  which  his 
Invention  shall  point  out,  to  turn  their  minds  and 
seduce  them  from  their  allegiance.  He  should  be 
counteracted  as  much  as  possible,  as  it  is  of  the  last 
importance  to  keep  them  firm  and  steady  in  liieir 
attachments.  You  have  already  given  your  attention 
to  this  matter,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  omit 
nothing  in  your  power  to  eflect  these  great  and 
essential  points.  Stopping  the  roads  and  ordering 
the  cattle  to  be  removed  were  certainly  right  and 
judicious  If  they  are  well  accomplished,  the  enemy 
must  be  greatly  retarded  and  distressed  I  hope 
before  this  you  have  received  the  supplies  of  Ammu- 
nition mentioned  in  my  late  Letters.  I  fully  expected 
too  that  the  Camp  Kettles  which  1  ordered  from 
hence  on  your  tir^t  application  had  reached  you,  till 
yesterday,  when  I  found  on  enquiry  that  the  Qr 
Master  by  some  accident  did  not  send  *em  before 
three  or  four  days  ago. 

There  will  be  no  occasion  to  transmit  to  Congress 
a  copy  of  your  observations,  suggesting  the  necessity 
of  evacuating  Fort  George.     The  gentlemen,  who 
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mentioned  the  holding  of  that  post,  had  taken  up  an 
idea,  that  it  was  defensible  with  the  assistance  of  the 
vessels  on  the  Lake,  which  were  supposed  to  be 
better  equipped ;  and  wJiat  gave  countenance  lo  the 
idea  was,  that  the  Bastion  was  erected  under  the 
direction  and  superintendence  of  British  engineers, 
and  was  intended  as  part  of  a  verj'  large,  strong,  and 
extensive  work.  I  thoujfht  it  expedient  to  submit 
the  matter  to  your  further  consideration,  wishing  you 
at  the  same  time  to  pursue  such  measures  respecting 
it,  as  your  own  judgment  should  advise  and  direct 

I  could  heartily  wish  Harmony  and  a  good  under- 
standing  to  prevail  through  the  whole  army,  and  be- 
tween the  army  and  the  people.  The  times  are 
criticalj  big  with  important  events ;  they  demand  our 
most  vigorous  efferts,  and,  unless  a  happy  agreement 
subsists,  they  will  be  feeble  and  ineffectual.  The 
Enemies  of  America  have  cultivated  nothing  with 
greater  or  with  so  much  industry,  as  to  sow  division 
and  jealousy  amongst  us,  I  cannot  give  you  any 
certain  account  of  General  Howe's  intended  Opera* 
tions.  His  conduct  is  puzzling  and  embarasssing  be- 
yond measure;  so  are  the  informations  which  I  got. 
At  one  time  the  ships  are  standing  up  towards  the 
North  River:  in  a  little  while  they  are  going  up  the 
Sound;  and  in  an  Hour  after  they  arc  going  out  of 
the  Hook-  I  think  in  a  day  or  two  wc  must  know 
something  of  his  Intentions.     I  am,  &c. 

P.  S,  It  will  not  be  advisable  to  repose  too  much 
confidence  in  the  works  you  are  about  to  erects  and 
from  thence  to  collect  a  large  Quantity  of  Stores,     I 
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begin  Co  consider  lines  as  a  kind  of  Trap,  and  as  not 
answering  the  valuable  purposes  expected  (rom  'cm, 
unless  they  are  on  passes  that  cannot  b<:  avoided  by 
an  cncmy- 


TO   LORD   STIRLIKG, 


^0fU>, 


Cawp  kkjul  Ci^vx,s4  July,  1777. 


Since  my  last  to  you;  dated  at  Galloways  in  tlie 
Clove.  I  have  march "d  one  division  of  the  Army  to 
this  place  whilst  two  others  proceeded  to  Chester,  to 
be  ready  to  march  by  a  back  road  to  Philada.  (if 
need  be)  or  to  cross  at  New  Windsor,  if  the  Enemy, 
ccntrarj'  to  our  present  expectation  sihould  attempt 
to  operate  up  the  North,  or  East  Rivers. 

I  have  to  request,  tliat  your  Lordship  would  ap- 
ply to  Gen].  Putnam  to  have  Boats  ready  to  throw 
your  division  (and  such  other  Troops,  as  occasion 
shall  require)  across  the  North  River  with  the  ut- 
most expedition,  upon  notice  given,  which  if  at  all» 
will  be  sudden, — or,  how  would  it  answer  if  your 
Lordships  division  was  to  come  over  to  this  sideband 
wait  orders?  Could  you  recross  beinjr  on  the  spot, 
and  Boats  ready,  before  the  communication  could  be 
stopped? — and  which  is  of  consequence,  could  your 
men  get  comfortably  covered  in  the  Neighborhood 
of  King's  Ferry? 

My  last  advices,  which  can  be  depended  upon,  are 
that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  except  40  Sail  (which  are  at 
New  York)  have  fallen  down  to  the  Hook,  that  it 
consists  of  170  Sail  of  Topsail  vessels,  and  about 
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50  or  60  smaIl(^^  ones — this,  with  the  Report  of  the 
Pilots  being  Southern  ones,  and  some  other  Circum- 
stances have  led  to  a  belief  that  Phila.  is  the  object 
— Was  this  certain  no  time  shd.  be  lost  in  drawing 
both  yours  and  Genl  Sullivan's  divisions  (with  other 
Troops)  over.  Under  the  probability  of  it,  however, 
it  is  I  have  suggested  the  idea  of  your  recrossing. 
and  do  further  suggest  the  propriety  of  Genl,  Sulli- 
van's taking  your  ground  at  Peeks  Kill  ;  for  if  there 
is  no  appearance  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Sound  his 
moving  Easterly  towards  Crum  pond  is  altogether 
useless. 

I  do  not  give  these  as  orders,  but  wts;h  you  to  con- 
sult Genl.  Putnam,  and  the  other  General  officers  on 
that  side,  and  see  how  my  ideas  correspond  with 
theirs,  and  such  certain  Intelligence  as  you  may 
have  and  act  accordingly.  If  the  Enemy  are  destined 
for  Philadelphia  these  moves  will  facilitate  the  March 
of  the  Troops  thither — if  to  the  Eastward,  they  will 
be  retrogade — but  such  is  the  disadvantage  we  do, 
and  such  we  must  labor  under*  if  the  Enemy  have 
cunning  enough  to  keep  their  own  Councils,  whilst 
they  have  shipping  to  move  in,  and  the  absolute 
Command  of  the  Water, 


to  major-general  schuyler. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  two  favors  of  the  2ist  and  22d  instant  with 
their  enclosures  are  come  to  hand  1  am  sorry  to 
find,  that  you  have  not  yet   been  joined  by  a  larger 
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number  of  Militia,  and  that  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  dismiss  a  part  even  of  those,  that  have  come 
to  your  assistance,  though  their  presence  is  at  this 
lime  so  urgently  wanted.  1  am  in  hopes,  however^ 
that  your  situation  will  soon  be  far  more  respectable  : 
as  I  cannot  but  think  the  Eastern  States,  who  are  so 
intim^itely  concerned  in  the  m^Ltter,  will  exert  them* 
selves  to  throw  in  etfectual  succors  to  enable  you  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  repel  a  dan- 
ger, with  which  they  arc  so  immediately  threatened, 

I  informed  you  in  a  letter  of  the  23d  that  I  had 
ordered  a  further  reinforcement  in  General  Glovers 
Brigade  to  be  dispatched  to  you.  This  is  all  the  aid 
in  Continental  troops  that  I  can  possibly  afford  you 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs^  which  you  will  be  sen- 
sible is  the  case,  if  you  wi!l  endeavor  to  form  an  idea 
of  my  strength  from  a  consideration  of  that  of  the 
two  Brigadcji  which  have  been  sent  to  re-inforce  you. 
— You  may  make  a  tolerably  exact  estimate  from 
them  of  the  force  I  have  to  oppose  the  enemy's  main 
army,  and  you  will  plainly  perceive  that  I  cannot 
with  the  least  propriety  render  it  less,  however  strong 
my  inclination  to  put  you  upon  the  footing  you  desire* 

You  seem  to  apprehend  that  the  Artillery  sent  up 
to  you  will  be  useless,  for  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  hands  to  manage  them  ;  but  I  sec  no 
reason  to  imagine  this  will  be  the  case,  as  by  your 
last  return,  including  non-commissioned  officers  you 
will  have  nearly  twelve  men  to  each  piece,  which  are 
as  many  as  we  make  use  of  here,  and  are  sufficient 
for  the  purpose. — 
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Not  more  than  six  Anillensts  are  required  to  load 
and  fire  a  piece  in  action  and  you  will  have  six  others 
to  each  to  make  good  any  loss  that  may  happen, — 
For  the  dragg-ropcs  and  for  any  thing  else,  besides 
loading  and  firing,  active  men  drafted  (rom  the 
bataiions  will  answer  extremely  well: — and  a  verj' 
few  days  are  necessary  if  diligence  is  used,  to  make 
men,  tolerably  Intelligent,  capable  of  performing 
every  part  of  the  duty  of  a  private  ArlillcrisL, — 

The  information  of  the  prisoners  and  others,  trans- 
mitted by  you,  does  not  make  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  to  exceed  the  idea  first  entertained  of  them,  nor 
do  1  see  any  thing  in  it  to  induce  a  belief,  that  their 
progress  will  be  so  rapid,  as  not  to  give  you  time  to 
make  proper  preparations  and  receive  sufiicicnt  acces- 
sions of  force  to  enable  you  to  give  them  a  vigorous 
and  successful  opposition.  They  do  not  appear  to  be 
much  more  than  five  thousand  strong,  and  seem  to  be 
unprovided  with  wagons  to  transport  the  immense 
quantity  of  baggage  and  warlike  apparatus,  without 
which  they  cannot  pretend  to  penetrate  the  couniry. 
You  mention  their  having  a  great  number  of  horses; 
but  they  will  nevertheless  require  a  considerable 
number  of  wagons,  for  there  are  a  great  many 
things  that  cannot  be  transported  on  horses.  As 
they  can  never  think  of  advancing,  without  securing 
their  rear  by  leaving  garrisons  in  the  fortresses  be- 
hind,  the  force  with  which  they  can  come  against 
you  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  the  detachments 
necessary  for  the  purpose.'     And  as  they  have  to  cut 

*  The  truth  oT  Uiia  poBitloa  ja  dvmutuuatvd  tjr  tbfl  leitcn  of  BurBOjiw  u 
C*rl«toa.     BuripyrH  iu1c«d  for  a  gflmMUi  for  Tiooad«ii>g«  /rtUKi  Caaa^*,  lb«t 
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out  their  road,  and  remove  the  impediments  you 
have  put  in  the  way,  this  circumstance,  with  the 
incumbrance  they  must  feel  in  their  baggage,  stores, 
etc,  will  inevitably  retard  their  march  a  considerable 
time,  and  give  you  leisure  and  opportunity  to  pre- 
pare a  good  reception  for  them.  If  they  continue  to 
act  in  detachments,  you  will  have  it  in  your  power  to 
improve  it  to  very  great  advantage,  by  falling  vigor- 
ously upon  some  one  of  them  with  your  wliule  force^ 
which  Jf  you  are  fortunate  enough  to  succeed  in,  will 
be  fatal  to  them, 

I  have  directed  General  Lincoln  to  repair  to  you 
as  speedily  as  the  state  of  his  health,  which  is  not 
very  perfects  will  permit  him.  This  gentleman  has 
always  supported  the  character  of  a  judicious,  brave, 
active  officer,  and  as  he  is  exceedingly  popular  and 
much  respected  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
which  he  belongs,  he  will  have  a  degree  of  influence 
over  the  militia,  which  cannot  fail  being  very  advan- 
tageous. 1  have  destined  him  more  particularly  to 
the  command  of  them,  and  I  promise  myself  it  will 
have  a  powerful  tendency  to  make  them  turn  out 
with  more  cheerfulness,  and  to  inspire  them  with 
perseverance  to  remain  in  the  field,  and  fortitude  and 
spirit  to  do  their  duty  while  in  it.      The  confidence 

the  Iroopt  he  had  1«fE  Uirre  mieht  be  &v4ikble  for  (>■«  cimpiugn.    "  My  oou- 

mnntCBiloiii  vd]  widm  lo  much  eu  I  proceed,  Ibc  drain  upon  Ibc  irmf  for 
posii  will  be  «o  oniidertblv,  not  lo  speak  of  detachments  4nJ  S4feguan1i  To 
protect  Jlid  to  awe  the  founlry.  that  U  that  lint  diminution  u  not  rrpkccd.  my 
cfffcKire  klrenglh  ma^  become  inadequate  to  the  lervict  [nl«nded/'  ii  July, 
1777.  Carieton,  being  cun&n«d  to  Cinada  by  poiiltve  initruclioni,  dcdioed 
to  accede  Eo  tMs  te£|uc«t,  thaugb  aflmtltjiic  iCb  lorce ;  and  Burgi^^tto.  «liilc  de- 
ploring from  a  miljtjity  view  thi»  itiict  ^on^ruciiQn  of  ordcrii  confcv^cd  th^t 
Corlrlcm  ni  juililied  In  hu  deddon       9g  July,  1777. 
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they  have  in  him  will  certainly  jjo  a  great  way  tow* 
ards  producing  these  desirable  ends.  You  intimate 
the  propriety  of  having  a  body  of  men  stationed 
somewhere  about  the  Grants*  The  expediency  of 
such  a  measure  appears  to  mc  evident ;  for  it  would 
certainly  make  General  Burgoync  very  circumspect 
in  his  advances,  if  it  did  not  totally^  prevent  them. 
It  would  keep  him  in  continual  anxiety  for  his  rear, 
and  oblige  him  to  leave  the  posts  behind  him  much 
stronger  than  he  would  otherwise  do.  and  would 
answer  many  other  valuable  purposes  General 
Lincoln  could  not  be  more  serviceable,  than  in  the 
command  of  this  body,  and  no  person  could  be  more 
proper  for  it  than  him. 

From  the  view  I  have  of  the  matter,  I  should  aUo 
think  it  necessary  to  send  General  Arnold,  or  some 
other  sensible,  spirited  officer  to  Fort  Schuyler,  to 
take  care  of  that  post,  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  cultivate  and  improve  the  favorable 
disposition  of  the  Indians.  This  is  recommended 
on  the  supposition,  that  any  thing  formidable  should 
appear  on  that  quarter.      I  am^  dear  Sir,  &c 


I 


TO  ma;or-general  futnam. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  Letter  of  yesterday  would  inform  you  of  the 
reasons,  which  occasions  the  remove  of  this  part  of 
the  army  towards  Philadelphia,  and  the  recall  of  the 
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divisions  under  Genis  Sullivan  and  I -ore!  Stirling/  I 
have  now  to  add^  that  it  is  my  desire  that  you  should 
keep  as  many  of  the  remaining  Troops,  (as  can  po:«5i- 
biy  be  spared  from  ihe  defence  of  the  Foris  and 
passes  of  the  Highlands,)  in  the  most  perfect  readi- 
ness to  move,  either  this  way  or  to  the  Eastward  as 
occasion  shall  require,  I  do  not  pretend  to  fix  upon 
or  ascertain  the  number,  which  may  be  necessary  for 
those  defences.  Yourself  &  officers  must  determine 
this  point,  proportioning  your  defence  to  the  Troops 
left  by  Gcnl  Howe  on  York  Island.  If  you  have  not 
already  done  it.  let  the  Eastern  States  be  immediately 
advised  of  the  Fleet's  Sailing  from  the  Hook,  that 
ihcy  may  be  in  a  posture  of  defence,  as  no  person 
can  with  certainty  say  where  the  blow  will  be  struck, 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above.  I  have  reed  yours 
of  Yesterday's  date.  Enclosing  the  Intercepted  Letter 
from  GenI  Howe  to  Burgoyne,  &c.  To  me  a  stronger 
proof  could  not  be  given,  that  the  former  is  not 
going  to  the  Eastward,  than  this  Letter  adduces.  It 
was  evidendy  intended  to  fall  into  our  hands.    The 

I  "  1  h«*G  just  r«catvtil  «dvioc  of  th«  EficmyV  fl«<t  hming  uiled  from  lh« 
Hook  ;  in  cortequtncc  of  vhich  I  have  to  dcun.  Ihal  you  tinmediAtety  in«kc 
C«1lI.  SnUivart'y  U  Lord  Stirling'*  Dtvitioiu  (o  crou  the  rivtfr,  anci  ptccccd  ld- 
wftid>  PhifAilrtphiii.  Tlicy  will  ht^caiorcpttrticuUior<lenc>n  their  Rout.  Voa 
im  ti>  rr^rvc  (wo  liclcl-ijicrtxi.  loi  Mch  BhgAde  thaE  rcnuLn*  behind,  octpt 
that  wliicbi*  10  i^rrivon  the  foA>.  iin<1a11  thcrc*t  oi  the  ^elJ^AitillDry  is  l&CDin« 
on  vifh  thr  fntrEni'nTi<»inl  diviiiniv,      Cnla.  I^ntn^'t  bftTdallrm  x\  in  ofrninpnnjr 

thccn.  ftnci  Colo,  l,ainb*i  to  ^applj  tfa«ir  pUcc.  Lord  i^iJrl^ii|>'ii  lU^gnge  wtU 
locci  Mm  At  ^udcrair^Thc  «ncloted  order  is  to  be  coRiinuniciled  both  to 
Un  &  Cienenl  huUivJtQ.  who  arc  to  obicivr  the  ume  is  ib«y  cannot  be  loo 
unencumbered  Vc  e:«peUitlou»- '' — ff«ji/fT^A>w  O  Major -GtHfrat  /^utn^wi,  X4 
Joly.  1777, 
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complexion  of  it,  the  circumstances  attending  it.  &c, 
evinces  this  beyond  a  doubt  in  my  mind.'  I  there- 
fore desire,  that  no  time  be  lost  in  sending  on  GcnU 
Sullivan  and  Lord  Stirling  with  their  divisions.  If 
il  was  not  too  dangerous  to  hazard  their  shipping  to 
sea.  merely  to  perform  a  mano^uver  to  deceive,  I  should 
think  il  not  unlikely,  that  the  North  River  might  yet 
be  the  object,  &  that  they  had  run  out  with  a  view  of 
returning  when  our  Troop**  should  be  drawn  of;  but 
the  po^lbility  of  a  dispersion  of  their  Fleet  makes 
50  much  against  thl*i,  that  I  am  persuaded  more  than 
ever,  that  IMiiladelphia  is  the  place  of  destinatioRt  & 
therefore  hope  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  marching 
the  Troops  already  ordered.  &  preparing  as  many  of 
the  others  as  can  be  spared  to  follow,  if  my  conjec- 
tures are  right 

'  ThJ«  mlcrceptcd  letter  wai  inthchaEdwritinfof  CmenJ  Hove,  ind  li^afd 
by  hioi.     U  waA  Ulrcdcil  ii>  Gcn«ral  Burgoynt.     TLv  fvUowhig  l>  ta  cuid 

"n«nrSlr,  "  New  Vcrk.  *o  July,  1777. 

"  I  hftve  fecdvcd  your  leiitf  ol  (be  I4ih  of  May  from  Quetwc.  «Ad  tCuU 

fiiBy  observe  the  coaicnu.    The  eipcdilion  lo  B n  [Boftton]  wtll  Uke  plKC 

of  that  up  the  North  River.  [|.  according  la  my  cippctKiion*.  we  n«y  mccced 
nipjdl;^  in  Iho  puoseiaioui  of  D^»  ibn  ciirmj  lutii^g  \\*a  foicc  of  coosequcDce 
rh^^^,  I  chnll.  wiihont  Ifiw  rA  Hmt.  procre-l  »o  Ck-triprfflfc  wiih  you  In  Uw  4er**t 
of  th«  rtbet  army  oppoMd  to  you.  Clinton  u  sufficJetitly  strong  x<i  airute 
MTL^liLngton  uid  PatnAm.  I  am  now  mtkicg  demonitralion  10  tbi-  wuthwird, 
which  ]  chink  vill  have  the  luJI  eGcct  Ui  otrrytDf;  uur  pl«ii  tnio  caecutioo. 
Succcu  aitcml  you.  W.  Hovl" 

The  younf  man,  who  brought  out  tlie  letter  fro«n  New  Yofk,  ToluQurQy 
•onghi  the  AmericAa  ^unrd,  and  gavv  U  up.  H«  bad  b««L  a  prtkcnar  in  th* 
city,  and  aiii!  Lt  waa  oflcretl  a  hiuh  reward  foj  carrylni;  thi»  leiter  (o  Gmnal 
Bnrgoyne;  that  he  at  lin^i  declined  taking  charge  of  li,  but  ai  la^t  he  acccdsd 
Xxt  the  propoul.  with  the  intention  10  recover  h\%  hberty,  and  then  take  the 
letierr  to  the  Ammran  camp.  Whether  thli  wti  o  true  account  of  the  matter, 
o*  noi,  most  re»l  on  the  letlircony  of  the  yoong  man.  There  can  he  qd  quc^ 
lion,  however,  that  the  teller  reached  the  dettination  for  vhfch  It  waa  inieuded 
by  General  Howe, 
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CONGRESS. 


Sir: 
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I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  you  a  Copy  of 
my  Letter  to  Gcnl  Howt:  of  the  f6th  Inst,  proposing 
aa  Exchange  between  GonU.  Lct:  and  Present — I  di*t- 
patched  it  early  tlie  next  morniog  and  presume  it  got 
to  hand  on  the  iSth.  As  yet,  1  have  not  received  his 
answer 

The  amazing  advantage  the  Enemy  derive  from 
their  ships  and  the  command  of  the  Waten  keeps  us 
in  a  state  of  constant  perplexity  and  the  most  anxious 
conjecture.  We  arc  not  yet  informed  of  their  desti- 
nation, nor  can  any  plausible  conclusions  be  drawn 
respecting  it — at  least,  not  such  as  appear  satisfactory. 
— What  renders  the  matter  still  more  difficult  and 
confused,  is  their  extreme  inactivity  and  delay — For 
it  is  certain  they  began  to  embark  immediately  after 
the  evacuation  of  Amboy  and  now  remain  between 
the  Narrows  and  the  Hook,  or  were  there  when  I 
was  last  advised  upon  the  Subject — 1  have  two 
Active  officers  with  an  Escort  now  out,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  intelligence  and  for  reconnoitring  their  situa- 
tion from  Fort  Lee  and  along  thf^  River  in  that 
neighborhood.  Things  being  thus  circumstanced 
and  various  opinions,  as  to  their  real  object,  prevailing 
among  us,  some  supposing  it  to  be  Philadelphia — 
others  the  North  River  and  others  an  Expedition 
more  Easterly,  t  would  submit  it  to  Congress,  whether 
the  Militia  of  the  Neighboring  Counties  should  not 
be  immediately  called  to  the  First  or  at  Chester — 
the  Lower  Counties  at  Wilmington.     This  measure 
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appmrs  tf>  mp  highly  expedient  and  no  objection  can 
lie  against  it  of  sufficient  v;klidity  to  prevent  it,  as  a 
few  days  must  certainly  determine  their  real  designs- 
Should  they  be  against  Philadelphia  and  they  have 
favorable  Winds,  their  voyage  will  be  made  in  a  short 
time,  when  it  may  be  too  late  to  obtain  their  aid.  and 
to  arrange  them  properly  for  defence,  supposing  'em 
to  come  in. — I  am  the  more  induced  to  recommend 
this  measure,  as  the  several  objects  wc  have  to  attend 
to,  necessarily  oblige  this  Army  :o  continue  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  that  place,  till  their  Intentions 
are  better  understood;  and  as  they  might  by  a 
sudden  and  rapid  push,  attempt  to  effect  some 
material — capital  stroke,  before  we  could  get  there, 
unless  there  is  a  respectable  force  to  oppose  'cirt 
For  tho'  no  great  dependence  can  be  put  in  a  Militia 
acting  alone — nor  a  vigorous  opposition  expected 
from  *em,  from  the  nature  of  things,  to  a  disciplined, 
well  appointed  Army,  yet  their  Operations  may  he 
greatly  retarded  by  'em  and  may  be  checked  till 
other  succors  can  arrive.  The  report  of  a  Force, 
especially  if  it  is  any  wise  respectable,  let  it  be  of 
what  sort  it  may,  will  have  some  influence  on  their 
conduct  and  may  prevent  enterprizes  that  would 
otherwise  be  undertaken. 

From  the  Intelligence  received  on  Saturday  Even- 
ing, that  a  number  of  the  Enemy's  ships  were  stand- 
ing up  the  North  River  and  in  the  course  of  that  and 
the  preceding  day,  that  Forty  sail  were  in  the  Sound 
going  into  Fairfield  Harbor,  I  had  not  the  least 
doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  Genl  Howe  had  in  view  a 
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Stroke  against  the  Highlands  and  the  Forti Mentions 
there,  and  to  cooperate  with  GcnL  Burgoyne; — In 
consequence  of  che&e  advices,  I  judged  it  cx]H:diem 
to  move  the  Army,  the  next  morning  from  our  then 
Encampment  towards  those  posts.  Lord  Stirling's 
division  was  ordered  to  take  the  Rout  to  Kings 
Ferrj'  and  to  pa*4S  the  River  to  Peeks  Kill  and  I  pro- 
ceeded myself  with  the  remainder  which  composed 
llie  main  body,  by  Uie  Rout  leading  thro*  the  Clove 
towards  New  Windsor,  Wc  marched  over  a  very 
difficult  and  nigged  road  till  Night,  when  wc  halted 
the  First  Division  having  advanced  about  Eighteen 
miles.  In  this  situation  ue  lay  till  yesterday  morning, 
when  from  the  Information  received  before  respect- 
ing the  Knciny  s  Fltrct  being  at  and  near  the  Hook 
and  no  further  accounts  of  the  Ships  in  the  Sound,  a 
change  in  our  measures  took  place.  Steplien's  and 
Lincoln's  Divisions  were  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Chester,  there  to  wait  further  directions,  as  a  place 
from  whence  they  may  move  with  more  ease  either 
to  Philadelphia  or  Hudson's  River,  being  seven  miles 
nearer  the  former  and  equally  convenient  to  the  Lat- 
ter, and  General  Greene's  Division  to  this  Ground, 
By  dividing,  and  this  arrangement,  I  am  in  hopes 
our  Movements  will  be  more  expeditious  whereso- 
ever, they  may  be  necessary,     I  have,  S:c. 

P,  S.  *  *  *  After  sealing  my  Letter,  1  received  by 
Express  from  Col".  Moylan  a  Letter  advising  that 
the  Fleet  sailed  from  the  Hook  ;  yesterday  Morning 
out  to  Sea.' 

'  "1  iBAfiiieyoa  xniua  by  ihbttne  hAvcmc«nHdenblc  |wrcelof  hjud  Brvftd 
btlced-     I  «m  TPDvins  (ownrda  PblUddphin  with  thi  Amy,  uid  tfiould  b«jpl^ 


5i8 


TMB  WRITINGS  OF 


1*717 


TO    MAJOR-G£N£RAL   GATES. 

X^okyvll's  Ferry,  jo  Joljr,  XTTI- 

Sir, 

As  we  arc  yet  uiic<:riaiii  as  to  llic  real  deMiiialion 
of  the  enemy,  Iho  the  Delaware  seems  most  probable, 
I  have  thought  it  pnident  to  halt  the  army  at  this 
place,  Howdl's  Ferry,  and  Trenton,  at  least  till  the 
Fleet  actually  enters  the  Bay,  and  pnt  the  matter 
beyond  a  doubt  From  hence  wc  can  be  upon  the 
proper  Grounds  to  oppose  them,  before  they  can 
possibly  make  their  arrangements  and  dispositions 

eo  liive  it  «Bnt  forward.  Voa  will  (fa«Kfat«  ImmHlutply  npon  tb«  Receipt  al 
ihU  udlI  ftll  ih«i  U  ftftdy  down  lo  CorjcU'i  Fcny  ocept  about  two  thontnd 
Wdi^ht  which  Ulo  be  icnt  lo  ihc  place  called  the  White  Home,  and  there  wail 
for  Ibe  dlvuion  of  chc  Armf  which  \\  with  mc>  t  fxpcct  lo  bf  in  Ihat  Nngbbor* 
booit  the  night  iftrt  lomi'riijw  \l  the  wirnther  it  f«ir— Vou  will  conilnur  biUac 
■«  fut  Hi  you  can  bfciu«?  <wo  olhvT  dirinont  wiU  p&n  lhn>*  Piti*  Town  akd 
want  ^\^A^'''—Washmgion  to  CArtifi^m  luJ&wiii.  15  Julj.  1777- 

"Bja  tvtt«m<dved  this  morning  from  Lord  Slirlingof  Ihr  jad  Init.  I  find 
bo  inteiKls  to  pumiie  hb  Kout  from  Kaki^ttr  thro  Fynmuk  to  Ihe  Cnal  Fa3\\ 
— Hmte*  to  Wiitcffiiiig  6i  ihn>  SjiriOKliclc)  to  Unintwlclc  or  Bound  6x00k.  Thv 
rtaaon  cf  mj  being  ihv.it  ju&rticaUr  in  dcacnbin^  Li^rd  SlvHn^  Roui  is,  l>roa«c 
1  w'nh  rou  (o  take  ovny  poruihle  pamh  in  ynui  jviwrr.  by  arndiiis  trofty  prrvMU 
to  Sutfin  hiand.  to  oVuin  liXclhgcncc  of  the  KnciTiy't  ciLuaiion  anil  nombcrt 
-^whfti  himL  of  Tti>o[i«,  ihcy  uc,  and  how  many  Sl  what  Gumlaihcy  haw,  tbdr 
tUeagth  &  where  potccd. 

"  M>  vU*  all  Uiii  ^  ihai  hi»  LordUtip,  when  he  vriiea  ntay  utahc  ma  au 
tempt  npcm  the  Kaemy  (here,  with  hit  Jivlcion.  !f  11  thou td  appear  fr^m  %  fiJl 
eonfldemiion  of  all  circunuuncet  and  Uie  iniomatioti  you  obtain,  that  il  eaa 
be  don*  with  a  strong  pro»pecl  of  wcccm." — tVfuAittglon  t^  Coi.  Daftm^i/^ 
July,  1777, 

"  It  iji  oui  of  my  powrr  lo  ditplaco  GenL  Fermoy  orlo  ^cl  rid  of  bim  lb  uj 
vay^  hiiappoiintmrni  wm  by  ConKfecc,  n-ho  aui^td  himtoth*  Northern  AtMy, 
You  muii  eodttvor  lo  place  vome  person  about  htm  who  is  matter  of  the  French, 
tL  Engliih  lan^ua^n  and  by  Chat  mcani  he  viUbc  bcElcreuablml  to  receive  and 
pvo  ^^]er>  to  hiv  HrigsUe. 

"  bui  If  you  and  the  other  Ucncia!  OAccn  And  him  incapable  of  cxecmio£ 
hit  oBi^,  nttbcr  tlun  Ihc  ftcrrice  i,bo<Bld  ttillcii  he  miul  b«  plainly  IcU  vf  hit 
hiNhlUly  and  advitrd  lo  ^vc  up  the  commajid  ai  laail  llU  he  has  lamda  himulf 
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for  an  attack-  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  prepara- 
tions by  water  arc  ready  to  resist  the  sudden  attack 
of  any  ships,  that  may  run  up  previous  to  the  landing 
of  troops.'  That  the  posts  in  the  Highlands  may  not 
be  kft  too  much  exposed.  I  have  ordered  Genl  Sulli- 
van's division  to  halt  at  Morris  Town,  whence  it  will 
march  soudiward,   if  there  should    be  occasion,   or 


lufidcnt  niAaC«r  of  our  bugujq^c  to  convey  hS»  oitlcra  to  lite  cHill^r  of  hU 
BHftfldc." —  tVafkifjffon  io  Gmj-i^l  StAtty/rr,  57  July.  HTT* 

On  th^  jflih  Wflihingion  Itflmed  ihat  *cwcnty  viil  of  ihc  vat^my  vmi 
'•  bcAling  off  LiJllc  Egg  harboi  with  >  wuihcriy  wind  on  Sniurdjiy  momini;/' 
micUJgente  IhM  kit  Jittlc  doubt  in  hi!i  m\nA  thai  Ihcii  iDleniioni  vcrc  loward 
DdnwiTf  Buy  and  uf^inM  PhlJa<Idi»hijt.  Hi^  onlrrvi]  Putium  lo  wnd  acran 
the  riv«r  two  of  hit  l>«al  Itrigadat,  rvaily  tr>  march  4cnm  thiough  Mornolown  on 
ihoit  notice.  GrcencN  divixign.  with  WanhinjitoD  htmiFlf.  Mia  cipcaed  «l 
Coiycll'ft  fc-rrf  by  the  nl|>h1  of  lh«  sStb,  bat  w«a  tlvuinrd  by  bad  wcaihet ;  find 
thetroopit  of  Stephen  uid  Lincoln  woe  to  (;cai  Howell't  f<--TTy  fourmJln  abov«, 
Dnihci9lb.  Lord  Sterling  wba  marchttiE  bj  wAyof  Trcnron,  ftnd^uUlvin  *'i> 
comjiif  ui]  cxpcditiuualy  lu  ihc  tnck  wchftvemArchnL"  To  MiHlLn.  Wiilua|£« 
Inn  wtnic  on  Uic  iftfh  r^- 

■■  There  are  leveril  maiterb  upon  which  1  w1*h  you  to  bestow  your  pArticuUr 
Mteotbn,  and  th«r  irnmediivtdv-— Reconaoiirinc  wcU  thai  part  of  the  country 
in  wMi^h  it  likely  to  be  the  ictrnc  of  action^  all  the  probable  places  of  I«ndinf 
and  fliJ  the  gTonnil*  coTtvenicnt  foTmniii|iing(hAt  aie  wcU  sxliuitd  wjtb  re*peCI 
to  IhoM  pltfcr*,  ftnd  for  coving  nnA  «.coimng  the  forii,  gaining  ati  accurmta 
knowledge  of  all  the  rouls  ind  by.paiha,  on  both  lidei  of  the  DeUvare,  (por- 
tieidarty  from  Wilmin^on  uid  Clifiter  to  Pbitodelphia)  and  on  the  Jtney  dde, 
whcT*  therv  it  ■  hkclihood  ol  the  t^nctny't  operating  ;  and  procuring  good 
tmtty  LT*'^^  ^^^'  ncquainieil  »iili  all  thoK  road%  and  pikth^. 

"  I  iribh  you  olIxo  lo  ubtniri  droJu  si  «k4<I  &i  p<Mubl«  nf  ih«  conntr^that  1 
may  the  more  residilY  have  a  i>c>otl  inHighE  into  it«  intnatinn  and  drcumiitaneiM, 
From  the  idea  L  m  tltii  irmc  have  of  ii,  t  ahould  Tmi^ine  the  main  bcdy  of  our 
«ray  cnght  to  be  inctmpcd  un  (he  Wcil'bidc  of  Schuylkel  for  llic  brnelit  of  good 
vater.  good  gn>und  and  became  it  hju  a  tree  And  open  comraurili^aQon.  1  would 
not  hy  tkiij  mcjLOs  linve  Ebe  troopienl«i  rhilddelphijt,  not  uuly  on  aetuuiitof  its 
bnof;  p«nr  up  briwevn  two  riv«rc  but  ■■  It  would  nerve  to  delaaveb  them  and 
introduee  diientei,  and  would  be  detriments)  to  tbe  eily  and  dl»a£re«ab1e  lo 
On  inhabltoTin." 

*  GvtWTi\  Gate*  wai  now  in  Ptiilodr^lphJa^  lo  which  placre  he  returned  wTten 
Ociienl  S^liuvlcr  lekutncd  the  L-onmiand  in  the  NorUieru  DcpartmenL 
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northward  upon  the  first  advice  that  the  enemy  should 
be  throwing  any  force  up  the  Nortli  River,  Genl 
Howe's  in  a  manner  abandoning  General  Burgoyne 
is  so  unaccountable  a  matter,  that,  till  I  am  fully 
assured  it  is  so,  I  cannot  help  casting  my  Eyes  con- 
tinually behind  me.' 

As  I  shall  pay  no  regard  to  any  flying  reports  of 
the  appearance  of  the  fleet,  I  shall  expect  an  account 
of  il  frum  you  tlie  moment  you  have  it  ascertained  to 
your  Satisfaction  ;  and  I  desire  that,  at  the  same 
time  that  you  advise  me  of  this,  you  will  send  an 
express  to  Lord  Stirling,  or  commanding  officer  at 
Trenton,  to  move  on  with  the  troops  from  thence.  I 
am,  &c-  

TO   GOVERNOR  TRUMBULL. 

Ccwvux'*  Ptxitv,  31  Jolr.  1777- 

Sir. 

I  was  ju5t  now  honored  with  your  letter  of  the 
35th  instant  The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence  is  an  event  so  interesting  and 
SO  unexpected,  that  I  do  not  wonder  it  should  pro- 
duce in  the  minds  of  the  peopIe>  at  least  the  well 
attached,  the  effects  you  menlion,  I  am  fully  in 
sentiment  with  you,  that  the  cause,  leading  to  thts 
unhappy  measure,  should  be  fully  and  minutely 
examined.     Public  justice,  on  the  one  hand,  demands 

'  "  I  hare  ipArrd  no  pain*  lo  open  a  tofrMpondcnce  wilh  Sir  Wiliiim  Hcnre, 
I  ba*^  etrployoid  the  mcul  cntcrpriibg  chamcim  *nd  ofieted  vwy  prumisiiic 
rrvardfc,  but  ol  ivn  m(«Aeng«n  seal  4l  diSerent  ltni«anrf  bj  tliflnntt  rotl^ 
not  one  W  triumcd  to  mc,  tnd  /  am  in  Mai  ij^areM^f  a/  ike  titu^tifin  *r 
imitntifHi  r/ th>kt gfMtraV — £mrj[*yHf  to  LorJCe^fxtCfrmaimtt,  ^July.  >77T< 
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it,  if  il  was  not  the  result  of  pnidcncc  and  ne<:cs9it}' ; 
and,  on  the  other,  the  reputation  of  the  officers  con* 
ccrned»  if  they  are  not  blameworthy.  Had  not  Con* 
gress  considered  that  as  a  separate  department, 
appointed  the  officers  in  some  instances  to  that  com- 
mand themselves,  and  been  fully  possessed  of  all  the 
facts  respecting  the  event  that  I  am,  I  should  not 
have  doubled  a  single  moment  about  directing  an 
inquiry.  These  matters,  I  say,  have  laid  me  under 
some  doubts  as  to  the  line  I  should  pursue  ;  but  I  am 
persuaded,  an  examination  will  be  ordered  in  a  few 
days,  either  by  the  Congress  or  myself,  when  I  hope 
the  subject  will  be  properly  discussed,  and  thcU  done 
which  is  right' 

As  to  sending  Continental  troops  from  Peckskill^ 
no  more  can  be  detached  from  thence  to  the  northern 
army,  than  what  are  already  gone.  Two  brigades, 
(Nixon's  and  Glover's,)  have  been  ordered  from 
thence  to  their  aid  ;  more  than  were  ever  intended  in 
the  arrangement  of  our  forces*  Not  a  man  more  can 
go,  as  all  the  troops  (I  mean  Continental)  at  that 
post,  except  two  thousand,  are  called  to  join  this 
anny-  For  I  have  to  inform  you.  that  General 
Howes  object  and  operations  no  longer  remain  a 
secret-  At  half  after  nine  o'clock  this  morning,  I 
received  an  express  from  Congress,  advising  that  the 
enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 

<  **  1  B«i  nrry  to  uy  that  had  Ihe  Eaitern  SlAtt*  nil  of  Uieoi  Ukm  effcptliv 
nKttuntt  to  Alt  aatl  «Oftd  on  »pcilttiou«Jy  \W\j  scvflml  i|QOU*,  tlie  muforinne 
ft!  Ticonderofft  could  not  h*vc  happen ccl—£lui  1  hftve  ihe  cDiifiolatioii  to  rvArct, 
Ihftl  T  bAve  uted  U)«  meat  prcuing  ftiid  repeated  fn.^Uiic»  lo  induce  Chen  to  do 
il," — W^thingtGH  itf  J^ajor-U^na'c^t  i/(9tA,  rj  July,  i777- 
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eight  sail,  were  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware  yesterday 
in  the  forenoon.  This  being  the  case  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  he  will  make  a  vigorous  push  to  possess 
Philadelphia,  and  that  we  should  collect  all  the  force 
we  can  to  oppose  him. 

Fearing  from  report  and  from  the  event  itself  (the 
abandonment  of  the  northern  posts),  that  distrust, 
jealousy,  and  suspicion  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
might  arise  in  the  militia,  and  that  degree  of  confix 
dence  in  them  wanted,  which  would  be  necessary  to 
success,  and  to  give  a  more  promising  aspect  to  our 
affairs  in  that  quarter,  I  sent  Generals  Lincoln  and 
Arnold  to  assist  in  that  command.  These  two  gen- 
tlemen are  esteemed  good  officers,  and  I  think  very 
deservedly,  I  am  persuaded,  that  nothing  that  their 
judgments  shall  direct  will  be  omitted  to  stop  the 
progress  of  General  Burgoyncs  arms,  as  far  as  in 
them  lies:  and  I  am  equally  sure,  their  personal  ex- 
ertions and  bravery  will  not  be  wanting  in  any  in- 
stance- Their  presence  I  trust  will  remove  every 
ground  of  diffidence  and  backwardness  in  the  militia, 
and  that  they  will  go  on.  when  and  where  their 
services  are  demanded,  with  a  spirit  and  resolution 
becoming  freemen  and  the  sacred  cause  in  which  they 
are  engaged*  As  the  troops  arc  on  their  march  from 
hence,  I  shall  not  add  more,  than  that  1  have  the 
most  entire  confidence  in  your  exertions  upon  every 
occasion  to  advance  the  common  interest;  and  that  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c,' 

'  *'  y^tly  3ifr.      Wc  marched  for  PliiliiitelpTiia,  where  th«  Gcacnl,  huud^ 
&c..  arrived  About  ten  in  Ihr  tveniTig,  ]aivia|[  the  Atrrijr  behind. '^Pt/iwii^i 
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